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ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE 


EDITION  OF  1851. 

HE  prefent  Edition  of  the  Poetical 
Works  of  Milton  has  been  carefully 
printed  from  the  Author's  copies ; 
the  orthography  fo  peculiar  in  the 
writings  of  Milton  has  been  fcrupuloufly  p re¬ 
fer  ved  :  and  if  an  authority  were  required  for  clofely 
following  the  text  of  an  author,  it  is  only  neceftary 
to  quote  the  words  of  the  Rev.  John  Keble  ;  who, 
in  the  preface  to  Hooker,  fays,  “  however  both  in 
this  queftion  (punctuation)  and  ftill  more  in  that 
of  fpelling,  the  Editor  acknowledges  that  he  fhould 
himfelf  prefer  an  exaCt  reprint  of  the  original,  ex¬ 
cepting,  of  courfe,  palpable  errors  of  the  prefs. 
In  one  refpeCt  efpecially,  i.  e.  as  a  fpecimen  of 
language,  ancient  books  lofe  very  much  of  their 
value  by  the  negleCt  of  ancient  orthography." 

The  mo  ft  authentic  likenefs  of  Milton  appeared 
with  his  Hiftory  of  Britain,  which  was  printed  in 
1 670  ;  it  was  drawn  “  from  the  life,"  when  he 
was  62  years  old,  by  William  Faithorne,  and  en¬ 
graved  alfo  by  him :  the  portrait  which  faces  the 
title  page  of  this  volume  is  engraved  by  William 
Humphreys,  and  is  a  faithful  copy  from  that  by 
Faithorne;  the  line  under  the  portrait  and  the 
name  are  fac-ftmiles  of  Milton's  handwriting,  from 
1  a 
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vi  AD  VER  r  I  SEME  NT. 

a  copy  of  Aratus’  Phenomena,  now  in  the  Britifh 
Mufeum. 

The  copyright  of  Paradife  Loft  was  fold  to  Sa¬ 
muel  Symmons  for  five  pounds ;  who  was  to  pay 
a  further  five  pounds  when  the  firft  impreflion, 
which  was  to  confift  of  thirteen  hundred  copies 
fhould  be  fold  and  retailed  off ;  and  other  five 
pounds  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  impreflion  ;  and 
five  pounds  more  at  the  end  of  the  third  impreflion. 
The  original  agreement,  dated  27  April,  1667, 
was  in  the  collection  of  Samuel  Rogers,  Efq.  It 
was  fold  by  the  late  William  Pickering  for  one 
hundred  guineas.  A  fac-fimile  of  this  agreement, 
with  Milton's  autograph  and  feal,  appears  at  p. 
clxxxix  of  this  volume. 

For  the  elaborate  pedigree  of  the  family  of 
Milton,  which  precedes  the  Life,  the  publifher  is 
indebted  to  the  kindnefs  of  Sir  Charles  Young, 
Garter  King  at  Arms. 

The  Life  is  formed  on  that  which  appeared  by 
the  fame  writer  in  the  Aldine  edition  of  the  Po¬ 
etical  Works  of  Milton,  1831,  with  fome  addi¬ 
tions  and  alterations. 
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PEDIGREE  OF  MILTON. 


John  Milton,  under  Ranger  of  Shotover  Foreft,  near  Halton,  co.  Oxon,  a  Papift=j= 
I - 1 


John  Milton,  ( a )  of  Bread  Street,  London,  Scrivener,  difinherited  by  his  parents  for  re-= 
nouncing  the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  Retired  to  his  eftate  at  Horton,  near 
Colnbrook,  co.  Bucks.  Afterwards  lived  with  his  youngeft  fon  at  Reading  :  died  in  March, 
1646.  'Buried  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Giles’s,  Cripplegate. 


=( b )  Sara  Caston,  or  Bradfhawe, 
died  3  April  1637.  Buried  in  the 
Chancel  of  Horton  Church. — 
M.  I.  on  a  flat  ftone. 


Edward  Phillips,; 
of  Shrewfbury. 


Mary,  eldeft  d.=pJOHN  MILTON  (c)  the  poet,  b,=f=CATHERiNE,  da.=(f)  Elizabeth  Minshull 
ofRichard  Pow-  9th,  and  baptized  at  Allhallows,  of  Capt.  Wood-  of  Stoke,  near  Nantwich, 

ell  of  Foreft  Bread  St.  London,  20  Dec.  1608.  cock,  of  Hack- 

Hill,  near  Shot-  Admitted  of  Chrift’s College,  Camb.  ney.  Died  in 

over,  aforefaid,  12  Feb.  1624-5.  B.  A.,  1628-9.  childbed.  Buried 

1  Juftice  of  the  M.  A.,  1632,  Latin  Sec.  to  Crom-  at  St.  Marg. 

Peace.  Mar.  well  and  the  Parliament  till  Car.  Weftminfter.io 

1643:  died  in  II.  Died  8  Nov.  1674  (d)  in  Artil-  Feb. 1657.  Mar. 

childbed,  circa  lery-walk,  Bunhill  Row.  Buried  at  St.  Mar. 

1652.  12th  of  the  fame  month  in  the  Aldermanbury, 

chancel  of  St.  Giles’s,  Cripplegate.  London,  Nov. 

Will  (nuncupat.)  dated  20  July,  12,  1656,  s.p.s. 

1674.  Adm.  to  Elizabeth  his  Re¬ 
lift,  25  Feb.  1674-5. 


of  Stoke,  near  Nantwich, 
co.  Chefter.  Marr.  Lie. 
dated  11  Feb.  1662.  Died 
very  old  at  Nantwich  in 
1729  (a  relation  of  Dr. 
Paget).  Will  in  which 
Ihe  is  deferibed  as  Eliza¬ 
beth  Milton,  of  Nant¬ 
wich,  co.  Chefter,  Wid. 
dated  22  Aug.  1717: 
proved  at  Chefter  10 
Oft.  1727.  j 


Sir-  Christopher  Milton,  a= 
Bencher  (f)  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  Lond.  Kt. afterwards 
of  Rufhmere,  near  Ipfwich. 
Bap.  at  Allhallows  aforefaid, 
3  Dec.  1615.  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer  24  April,  1686, 
vice  Sir  Edw.  Nevill.  Re¬ 
moved  to  the  Com.  Pleas  14 
Apr.  1687,  and  his  appoint¬ 
ment  revoked  3  July,  1688. 
Knighted  at  Whitehall  25 
Apr.  1686.  Buried  at  St.  Ni¬ 
cholas,  I  pfwich,  M  ar.  2  2, 1 6  92 . 


TTiomasine, 
da.  of  Wil. 
Webber,  of 
Lon.  Buried 
at  St.  Nich¬ 
olas’s,  Ipf¬ 
wich,  before 
her  hufband. 


- 1 - 

A  chry- 

SOM 

child  : 
bur.  12 
May, 
1601. 


Sarah,  baptized  at 
Allhallows  afore¬ 
faid  15  July,  1 6 12. 
Buried  there  Aug. 
16  following. 

Tabitha,  bap¬ 
tized  at  Allhal¬ 
lows  aforefaid  30 
Jan.  1613  :  ob. 
jet.  two  years  and 
fix  months. 


Thomas  Agar  (g)= 
of  the  Crown  Of¬ 
fice,  London,  Gt. 
fucceededPhillips, 
Deputy  Clerk  of 
the  Crown,  1660 
to  1673.  Will 
dated  10  June, 
1671,  Codicil  27 
Oft.  1673,  proved 
25  Nov.  1673. 


- 1 

=Anne  Mil- 
ton,  appa¬ 
rently  dead 
before  the 
date  of  her 
hulband’s 
will. 


John  Mil- 
ton,  b.  16 
Mar.  1650, 
in  Scotland 
Yard 5  d. 
an  infant. 


Anne,  b.  29  July, 
1646 :  unmr.  1674: 
mar.  a  Mafter  Buil¬ 
der  :  died  in  child¬ 
bed  with  her  firft 
child,  three  weeks 
after  Mrs.  Fofter. 


Mary,  b. 
25  Oft. 
1648  : 
living 
1679  : 
died  un¬ 
married. 


Abraham: 
Clarke, 
of  Spital- 
fields, 
Weaver, 
mar.  be¬ 
fore  1675. 


Deborah, 
b.  2  May, 
1652,  d. 
24  Aug. 
1727,  jet. 
76. 


A  Daugh¬ 
ter,  the 
only  ifiue, 
died  an 
infant. 


Thomas  Milton, =j=Martha,  dau.  of 


of  the  Crown  Of¬ 
fice,  London,  Dep. 
Clk.  of  the  Crown 
1675  to  1691-2, 
having  fuc.  Agar 
in  the  faid  Office. 


Charles  Fleet- 
wood  of  North¬ 
ampton.  Remarr. 
Will.  Coward  of 
London  and  Ipf¬ 
wich,  M.  D. 


- — 1 — l 

Mary, 
bapt.  Mar. 
29,  1656. 

Cathe¬ 
rine  :  both 
d.  unm.  at 
Highgate. 


I - 

! 

Mary, 

died 

young. 


I 

David  Moore,  of  Sayes=^=ANN,  re¬ 
nounced 
Adm.  to 
her  huf- 
band’s  ef- 
fefts, 
1694. 


^Edward  Phillips 
of  the  Crown  Of¬ 
fice.  He  is  fome- 
times  called  Se¬ 
condary  in  the 
Crown  Office,  but 
there  is  no  fuch 
Office. 


Houfe,  Chertfey,  co.  Sur¬ 
rey,  d.  12  Jan.  1693-4, 
aet.  74.  Buried  in  Ch.  of 
Chertfey.  Adm.  of  his 
effefts  granted  13  Feb. 
1694  to  his  fon  Thomas. 


I - 

Edward  Phil¬ 
lips  ( b )  b.  in  the 
Strand,  Aug. 
1630:  aStudent 
of  Magdalen 
Hall,  Oxon. 
1651, 1675, 
1685,  1691. 


John 

P. 

1688. 
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Other  chil¬ 
dren  d.  infants. 
(An  infant  da. 
died  1625,  fee 
Milton’s  Stan¬ 
zas  on  her 
death.) 


Caleb  Clarke,  married  at  Fort  St.=pMARY. 
George,  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Parifh 
Clerk  at  Madras,  1717,  and  buried 
at  Madras,  Oft.  26,  1719. 


Thomas  Foster,  of  Spi -=?=(;)  Elizabeth,  youngeft 


talfields,  afterwards  kept 
a  Chandler’s  Ihop  at  Hol¬ 
loway,  co.  Middlefex. 


child,  died  at  Iflington, 
9  May,  1754,  aet.  66. 


Six  other  fons 
and  two  other 
daughters,  all 
died  s.  p. 


Mrs.  Milton,  of 
Grofvenor  St. 


Sir  Thomas  ^Elizabeth,  fift. 


Moore,  of  Sayes 
Houfe,  ktd.  in 
I7I5>  1735. 


of  William 
Blunden,  of 
Bafingftoke. 


Abraham,  bapt.  June 
2,  1703,  mar.  Anna, 
—  Sept.  1725. 

I 

Mary,  regiftered 
2  April,  1727. 


Mary,  b.  17  March, 
1 706,  buried  Dec.  15, 
1706. 


Isaac  Clarke, 
bapt.  1 3  Feb. 

1 7 1 1. 


Seven  children  (five 
fons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters),  all  d.  s.  p. 


I - 

Thomas 
Moore, 
living  1712. 


Agar,  died  in  the 
fervice  of  his 
country  at  Lilbon, 


Edmund  Moore,  of  Sayes,  born=j 
1696  :  died  12  April,  1756  :  buried 
at  Chobham,  co.  Surrey. 


^Sarah,  dau.  of  William  Lee, 
died  5  Oft.  1768,  aet.  65  :  buried 
at  Chobham,  1768. 


Ann,  bapt.  16915 
wife  of  —  Saveli, 
1728. 


William  Moore,  of  Byfleet, =Mary  Cory,  alias  Rafter, 
co.  Surrey  jure  uxoris  :  mar.  between  1756  and 

died  7  Jan.  1760.  1759.  Adm.  July,  1759. 


~r 


Byfleet,  co.  Surrey,  Efq.  died  Mar. 
1768.  Will  dated  16  Feb.  1768, 
proved  9  Nov.  following. 


^Bridget,  dau.  of=pGEORGE  Tate, 

Sarah, =j= 

Richard  Ford, 

Efq.  fecond 

born 

Brewer  of  Chert- 

hufband  :  ob. 

J739> 

fey,  ob.  1783. 

1 

J 

1822. 

m. 

1761. 

Sarah, =pJoHN  Dashwood,  of  Halton,  co.  Bucks,  Efq.  b.  1716,  took 
the  name  of  King  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  1742.  Became  a 
baronet  on  the  death  of  his  half-brother,  Sir  Francis  Dafli- 
wood,  Lord  Le  Defpencer,  in  1788  :  died  6  Dec.  1793. 


Eliza¬ 
beth  :  a 
minor, 
1768. 


William  Moore, 
under  21,  1768, 
fold  all  his  ef- 
tates. 


Richard  Moore,  of  the  Palace, ^Charlotte  Anne,  d. 


Hampton  Court, Efq.,  fecond  but 
only  furviving  fon,  b.  30  Oft. 
and  bapt.  at  Byfleet,  30  Dec. 
1767. 


of  James  Trimmer,  of 
Ealing,  co.  Middle¬ 
fex,  Efq.  mar.  at 
Ealing,  18  Aug.  1792. 


Mary,  only 
d.  and  heir: 
ob.  unm. 
1849. 


Sir  John  Dash*= 
wood  King,  of 
Weft  Wy¬ 
combe,  Bart. 


:Mary  Ann,  dau.  of  Charles,  d.  11  June,  1773,  George,  m.  Eliza- 
Theodore  Henry  jet.  4.  dau.  of —  beth,  m. 

Brodhead,  Efq.  mar.  William, died  24  June,  1773.  Callender.  — Lech- 

1789,  d.  Jan.  1844.  Both  buried  at  Chooham,  M.  I.  mere. 


- 1 

Sarah,  mar- 
Rev.  John 
Walcot,  d.  22 
Mar.  1834. 


John  Fitzmoore,  now  John  Fitzmore  Halfey=SARAH,  only  furviving  child  and 
Clerk,  M.  A.  Vicar  of  Ivinhoe,  co.  Bucks,  heir  of  Thomas  Halfey,  of  Great 
Born  at  Clifton,  near  Briftol,  6  Jan.  and  bapt.  at 
Chriftchurch,  Hants,  3  June,  1795.  Took  the 
furname  and  arms  of  Halfey  in  addition  by 
Royal  Sign  Manual,  dated  13  Jan.  1821. 


Gaddefden  Place,  co.  Herts,  and 
widow  of  Jofeph  Thompfon  Halfey, 
alfo  of  Great  Gaddefden,  Efq.  mar. 
to  her  fecond  hulband,  6  Feb.  1821. 


Edmund  Fitzmoore,  2nd 
fon,  ftudent  of  Caius 
Coll.  Cambridge.  Born 
at  Richmond,  co.  Surrey, 
17  Nov.  and  bapt.  there 
30  Dec.  1801. 


Mary  Bridget,  Catherine,  born  at  Charlotte  Selina,  born  at  Deans  Orchard,  Mary  Jane,  b. 

b.  at  the  Priory,  Deans  Orchard,  in  aforefaid,  14  Jan.  1798,  and  bapt.  there  19  at  Deans  Orch- 

Chrift  Church,  the  parilh  of  Frome,  April,  1799.  Mar.  at  Hampton  Church,  5  Oft.  ard,  25  April, 

Hants,  4  July,  co.  Wilts,  13  Aug.  1824,  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Henry  Lewis  Hobart,  and  bapt.  there 

and  bapt.  1  Aug.  1796,  and  bap.  there  Dean  of  Windfor,  and  Regiftrar  of  the  Moft  2  June,  1799. 

1793.  19  Apr.  1797.  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter. 


(a)  A  ftu¬ 
dent  of  Ch. 
Ch.  Oxon. 
Chalmers. 


( b )  1610  Feb.  1626. 
Buried  Mrs.  Ellen  Jef- 
ferys,  the  mother  of  the 
wife  of  John  Milton, 
Scrivener.  Allhallows 
Regr. 


(c)  In  1656  Milton  was  (d)  G.  Mag. 
living'in  St.  Margaret’s,  Weft-  Vol.  80,  pt. 
minfter,  and  his  2nd  wife  2, 837.  Mil- 
when  he  married  her  was  of  ton’s  coffin 
the  parilh  of  St.  Mary,  Alder-  opened, 

manbury,  G.  M.  1840.  V.  1.  1790. 

593. 


(c)  Elizabeth  Milton,  after  payment  of  debts  and 
funeral  expences,  gives  the  reiidue  of  her  effefVs  to 
her  nephews  and  nieces  in  Namptwich  equally  to  be 
divided,  without  naming  them,  and  appoints  her 
loving  friends,  Samuel  A<fton  and  John  Allcock,  both 
of  Namptwich,  Exors.  the  latter  only  proved  the 
will. 


(/)  Sworn  a  mafter  Extraordinary  in  ( g )  Edu-  (h)  The  (/)  See  G.  In  St.  Giles' 

Chancery,  21  July,  1660,  Seij.  at  Law,  cated  at  pupil  and  M.  1749,  p.  Cripplegate, 
21  April,  1686:  fworn  on  the  24th  as  one  St.  Paul’s  biographer  562,  for  an  Rcgr.  1635’ 
of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  by  his  fon.  School.  of  the  Poet.  account  Sept.  30,  the 

then  deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  and  on  of  her  and  dau.  of  Hen. 

the  18  April,  1687,  as  chief  Juftice  of  the  her  dif-  Milton,  Gent*. 

Common  Pleas.  ;refs.  buried. 


By  John  Mitford. 

OHN  MILTON,  magnum  et  venerabile 
nomen ,  the  fon  of  John  Milton  and  Sarah 
Gallon,  a  woman  of  incomparable  virtue 
and  goodnefs,  and  exemplary  for  her  libe¬ 
rality  to  the  poor,  was  born1  in  London, 
on  the  9th  of  December,  1608.  To  ufe  his  own  words 
— fc  Londini  fum  natus,  genere  honefto,  patre  viro  inte- 
gerrimo,  matre  probatiffima,  et  eleemofynis  per  viciniam 
potiflimum  nota.”  2  His  father  was  an  eminent  fcrivener, 
and  lived  at  the  fign  of  the  Spread  Eagle’3  (the  armorial 

1  Baptized  the  xx  Dec.  1608,  according  to  theRegifter  of  Allhallows, 
Bread  Street.  Named  John,  as  his  father  and  grandfather  had  been 
before  him. 

2  Defenjio  Secunda.  His  mother  died  on  the  3rd  of  April,  1637, 
as  is  recorded  on  her  monument  in  Horton  Church,  Bucks.  The 
houfe  where  Milton  lived  in  that  village  was  pulled  down  a  few  years 
fince.  In  the  garden  of  the  prefent  houfe  is  an  old  decayed  apple-tree 
laid  to  be  of  the  poet’s  planting. 

3  “  The  houfe  wherein  he  was  born,  and  which  Grangers  ufed  to  vifit 
before  the  fire,  was  part  of  his  eftate  as  long  as  it  flood.”  v.  Toland’s  Life , 
p.  46.  On  his  mother’s  family,  fee  BircF s  Life  of  Milton,  p.  ii.  The 
family  of  the  Caflons  originally  derived  from  Wales,  as  Philips  tells  us ; 
but  Wood  aflerts  that  fhe  was  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Bradfhaws, 
andafiili  later  account  informs  us  that  fhe  was  a  Plaughton,  of  Haughton 
Tower,  in  Lancafhire,  as  appeared  by  her  own  arms,  &c.  Both  Toland 
and  Philips  date  Milton’s  birth  in  1606,  but  erroneoufly,  for  theinfcrip- 
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enfign  of  the  family)  in  Bread  Street.* * * 4  He  was  educated 
at  Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  embraced  the  do&rines  of  the 
reformed  church,  and  in  confequence  was  difinherited  by 
his  father,  who  was  a  bigoted  papift.  The  profeftion, 
however,  which  he  chofe  was  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  enable 
him  to  give  his  children  a  liberal  education  ;5  and  to 
allow  him  to  pafs  his  latter  years  in  the  leifure  and  tran¬ 
quillity  of  a  country  life. 

The  grandfather  of  the  poet  was  under-ranger  of  the 
royal  foreft  of  Shotover,  in  Oxfordfhire,  and  his  family 
had  been  long  fettled  at  Milton,6  in  that  neighbourhood.7 
They  took,  however,  the  unfortunate  fide  in  the  civil  wars, 
their  eftate  was  fequeftrated,  and  their  rank  and  opulence 
confequently  deftroyed. 

Milton’s  father  was  a  perfon  of  a  fuperior  and  accom- 
plifhed  mind,  and  was  greatly  diftinguifhed  for  his  mufical 
talents  ;  indeed,  in  this  fcience  he  is  faid  to  have  been  equal 


tion  under  his  print  in  the  Logic  faysthat  in  1671,  he  was  63  years  of  age. 
Milton’s  armorial  bearings  were  argent,  an  eagle  displayed  with  two  heads 
gules,  legged  and  beaked  fable.  A  fmall  filver  feal,  with  thefe  arms,  with 
which  he  was  accuftomed  to  feal  his  letters,  came  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Payne,  Bookfeller,  on  the  death  of  Foiler,  the  hufband  of  Milton’s 
grand-daughter,  which  was  fold  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hollis  in  1761,  who 
left  his  eftate  at  the  Hyde,  near  Ingateftone,  in  Effex,  to  Thomas  Brand, 

Efq.,  who  took  the  name  of  Hollis ;  the  latter  left  the  fame  property  to 

the  late  Dr.  Difney,  who  was  the  laft  pofTeflor  of  the  feal. 

4  See  Guillind s  Heraldry ,  p.  210. 

5  He  died  about  1647,  and  was  buried  in  Cripplegate  Church.  See 
T.  Warton’s  note  on  “Carmen  ad  Patrem,”  ver.  66,  p.  523,  fecund 
ed.  Aubrey  fays  he  read  without  fpedtacles  at  84. 

6  There  have  been  fome  doubts  about  the  fttuation  of  the  village  of 
Milton.  See  Life  by  Newton ,  p.  1.  See  Todd’s  Life ,  p.  2,  and  the 
note.  Wood’s  Fafi  Oxon.  vol.  i.  art.  262. 

7  John  and  Chriftopher,  fons  of  John  Milton,  of  Holton,  of  Chrift 
Church,  Oxford,  as  ’tis  faid,  fon  of  John  Milton,  of  Holton,  near  to 
Forfhill,  ranger  or  fubranger  of  Shotover;  his  anceftors  lived  at  Milton, 
near  to  Holton,  v.  Guillim’s  Heraldry. 
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to  the  very  firfl:  muficians  of  the  age.* 8  He  faw  the  early 
promifes  of  genius  in  his  fon,  and  encouraged  them  by  a 
careful  and  liberal  education.  Milton  was  at  firfl:  placed 
under  the  domeftic  tuition  of  Thomas  Young,  a  learned 
puritan  minifter,  and  native  of  Eflex ;  to  whom  he  was 
in  after  life  much  attached,  and  to  whom  his  fourth  elegy, 
and  the  firfl:  of  his  Latin  Epiftles,  are  infcribed.  A  por¬ 
trait  of  him,  painted  in  1 6 1 8,  by  Cornelius  Janfen,9 
when  only  ten  years  old,  fhows  the  affe&ion  of  the  parents 
for  their  handfome  and  accomplifhed  child,  who  even  at 
that  early  age  was  forming  the  firfl;  flower  of  his  youthful 
genius ;  and  whofe  vernal  promife  was  ripening  faft  into 
works  of  finifhed  and  exquifite  beauty. 

? 

8  On  a  work  called  “  A  Sixefold  Politician,  together  with  a  Sixefold 
Precept  of  Policy ,  1609,”  attributed  to  him,  (fee  Mr.  J.  P.  Collier's  Poeti¬ 
cal  Decameron ,vol.ii.p.  305,) Philips  fays,  ‘That  as  I  have  been  told,  and 
I  take  it  by  our  author  himfelf,  that  his  father  compofed  an  II  Domine 
of  forty  parts,  for  which  he  was  rewarded  with  a  gold  medal  and  chain 
by  a  Polifh  prince,  to  whom  he  prefented  it;  and  that  fome  of  his  fongs 
are  to  be  feen  in  old  Whitby's  Set  of  Airs,  befides  fome  compofitions  of 
his  in  Ravenfcroft's  Pfalms  ,’  v.  p.  xli.  Milton's  Poetical  Works ,  ed. 
Pickering,  1826.  Some  beautiful  lines  in  Milton’s  Poem  ‘ad  Patrem  ’ 
allude  to  his  father’s  fkill  in  mufic. 

f  Ipfe  volens  Phcebus  fe  difpertire  duobus, 

Altera  dona  mihi,  dedit  altera  dona  parenti, 

Dividuumque  Deum  genitorque  puerque  tenemus.’ 

See  Burney's  Hift.  of  Mufic ,  vol.  iii.  p.  134.  In  a  little  book  which  I 
poflefs,  the  Pfalms ,  by  W.  Slay  ter,  izmo.  1643,  one  of  the  tunes  is  by 
J.  Milton.  See  alfo  Todd's  Milton,  vol.  i.  p.  4,  and  vi.  p.  337,  and 
Aubrey  Letters ,  vol.  iii.  p.  439,  and  Hunter  on  Shakefpeare' s  Tempefi , 
p.  56. 

9  This  pidlure  was  in  the  poffefTion  of  T.  Hollis,  Efq.,  and  is  engraven 
by  Cipriani,  in  1760,  for  Hollis’s  Memoirs;  it  reprefents  the  youthful 
poet  in  a  richly  worked  collar,  and  ftriped  jacket.  It  was  purchafed  by 
Mr.  Hollis  for  thirty-one  guineas  at  C.  Stanhope’s  fale,  who  had  bought 
it  for  twenty  guineas  of  the  executors  of  Milton’s  widow.  The  pidlure 
of  Milton,  when  about  twenty,  was  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  Arthur  Onflow. 


•  •  • 
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Young10  quitted  England  in  1623,  and  it  is  probable 
that  in  the  fame  year,  Milton  was  admitted  into  St.  Paul’s 
School,  under  the  care  of  Alexander  Gill.11  His  unwea¬ 
ried  love  of  ftudy  had  already  commenced ;  1  Ab  anno,’ 

10  In  Mr.  Fellowes’s  translation  of  Milton’s  Letters  printed  in  Dr. 
Summons's  edition,  1806,  Why  is  the  direction  of  Milton’s  Letters  to 
Young  tranflated  to  Thomas  Jure?  For  an  account  of  T.  Young,  fee 
Todd’s  Milton ,  vol.  vi.  p.  199,  207.  Young  returned  to  England  in 
or  before  the  year  1628;  he  was  afterwards  mailer  of  Jefus  Col.  Camb. 
and  Vicar  of  Stow  Market,  in  Suffolk.  Milton,  in  his  fourth  Elegy,  ver. 
83,  fays  to  him  : 

‘  Te  tamen  interea  belli  circumfonat  horror, 

Vivis  et  ignoto  Joins  inbpfque  folo.’ 

11  See  an  account  of  Al.  Gill,  in  Wood’s  Aih.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  22, 
and  T.  Wanton's  Milton ,  p.  419.  Fie  died  Nov.  17,  1635,  and  is  not 
to  be  confufed  with  the  fon  of  the  fame  name,  who  fucceeded  him  in 
1635,  and  was  expelled  in  1640,  having  for  live  years  difgraced  the 
fchool  by  his  cruelty  and  crimes ;  he  had  been  ufher  to  his  father. 
“  Fie  was,”  fays  Gifford,  te  a  bad  poet  and  a  worfe  man.”  v.  B.  JonJo?i’s 
Works ,  vol.  vi.  p.  123,  and  D’  Ifraeli’s  Comm,  on  Charles  the  Fir  ft, 
vol.  ii.  p.  330.  A.  Wood  fays  that  A.  Gill  was  lined  2000/.  for 
drinking  Felton’s  health.  I  poffefs  a  copy  of  Gill’s  Parerga,five  Poetici 
Conatus,  X2mo.  1632,  that  belonged  to  If.  Calaubon.  A.  Gill  the 
younger  mull  have  been  a  decided  royalift,  for  he  has  Several  poems  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  royal  family,  and  to  the  bilhops.  Fie  has  an  epiftle,  as 
Milton  has,  to  his  Father,  p.  14.  There  is  a  line  refembling  one  in 
Milton’s  verfes  to  Chriftina,  (‘  Chriftina,  Arttoi  lucida  JFella  poli !  ’) 

‘  Pene  fub  ardloi  fidere  regna  poli !  ’ 

In  Milton’s  third  Elegy,  ver.  9,  are  thefe  lines,  which  puzzled  the  com¬ 
mentators  till  Sir  D.  Dalrymple  explained  them  to  T.  Warton  : 

‘Tunc  memini  clarique  ducis,  fratrifque  verendi 
Intempeffivis  offa  cremata  rogis.’ 

In  his  Tillii  Epitaphium,  p.  91,  Gill  mentions  who  thefe  brothers  in 
arms  were : 

‘  Quern  nec  Mansfeltus ,  quern  nec  Brunonius  heros 
Arma  nec  annorum  quern  domuere  decern;  ’ 

i.  e.  Mansfelt  and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick.  Gill  fpeaks  of  himfelf  in  the 
Preface;  ‘  Pla&enus  vitam  egi  nefcio  qua  fiderum  inclementia,  hominum 
et  fortunes  injuriis  perpetuo  collu&antem.’ 
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he  fays,  c  astatis  duodecimo  vix  unquam  ante  mediam  noc- 
tem  a  lucubrationibus  cubitum  difcederem  and  Aubrey 
adds,  {  that  when  Milton  went  to  fchool,  he  ftudied  very 
hard,  and  fate  up  very  late,  commonly  till  twelve  or  one 
o’clock,  and  his  father  ordered  the  maid  to  fit  up  for  him.’ 
In  a  letter  to  his  preceptor,  dated  March  26,  1625,  he 
fays — c  Hasc  fcripfi  Londini  inter  urbana  diverticula,  non 
librisy  ut  Joleo,  circumfeptus .’ 

Thus  early  and  deep  were  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  future  fame.  His  ftudies  were  in  a  great  meafure 
poetical.  Humphrey  Lowndes,  the  printer,  who  lived 
in  the  fame  ftreet  with  Milton’s  father,  fupplied  him  with 
Spenfer  and  Sylvefter’s  tranfiation  of  Du  Bartas :  his 
admiration  of  the  former  is  known  to  all :  the  attention 

f  9 

which  he  paid  to  the  more  obfcure,  and  now  almoft  for¬ 
gotten  poet,  was  pointed  out  more  fully  than  before,  by 
my  late  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Charles  D under,  in  a  little 
work  which  he  called  Milton’s  Early  Reading,  or  the 
Prima  Stamina  of  Paradife  Loft.12 

Aubrey  fays,  Milton  was  a  poet  when  only  ten  years 
old.  Thofe  who'  are  interefted  in  watching  the  early 
dawning  of  genius  as  it  opens  on  the  youthful  mind ;  and 
in  comparing  the  different  periods  in  which  great  talents 
have  difplayed  both  the  promife,  and  the  direction  of  their 


12  That  Milton  read  and  borrowed  from  Sylveder  in  his  early  poems, 
no  one  who  reads  Mr.  Dander’s  book  can  reafonably  doubt.  Sylveder 
had  the  jewels,  and  Milton  fet  them  beautifully.  See  what  Mr.  Campbell 
fays  on  Milton’s  obligations  to  Sylveder,  in  his  Specimens  of  the  Britijb 
Poets ,  vol.  i.  p.  182,  &c.  Du  Bartas’s  fame  is  now  in  full  blolfom  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  has  received  the  praife  of  Goethe  himfelf.  He  is  conlidered 
at  Drefden  and  at  Weimar  as  one  of  the  greateft  poets  that  ever  appeared, 
and  fo  once  he  was  edeemed  in  England — {<Who  is  there,”  fays  Mr. 
Wordfworth,  “  that  can  now  endure  to  read  the  Creation  of  Du  Bartas , 
yet  all  Europe  once  refounded  with  his  praife ;  he  was  careffed  by  Kings, 
and  when  his  Poems  were  trandated  into  our  language,  the  Fairy  Queen 
faded  before  it.” 
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future  power ;  will  not  be  difpleafed  at  my  recalling  to 
their  memory  the  paffage  in  that  elegant  biography  of 
Cowley,  which  Sprat  addreffed  to  their  mutual  friend 
Martin  Clifford,  and  in  which  he  mentions  the  age  when 
Cowley  firft  became  infpired  by  the  mufe,  and  the  book 
that  excited  his  youthful  imagination.  There  is  a  lingu¬ 
lar  coincidence  between  thofe  two  great  contemporaries, 
in  the  dates  affigned  by  their  refpedlive  biographers. 
c  Vix  dum  decennis fays  Sprat,  c  Poeta  fadtus  eft.’  We 
fhall  be  lefs  furprifed  to  hear  that  Spenfer  was  alike  the 
objedl  of  their  early  admiration,  c  legendo  Spenfero  noftro> 
Scriptore  fane  illuftri,  et  vel  adultis  difficili.’  Happy  had  it 
been  for  Cowley’s  fame,  had  he  not  early  wandered  away 
from  the  inftrudtor  of  his  youth  ;  and  left  for  Epic,  and 
Pindaric  flights,  that  which  even  now  delights,  and  muff 
for  ever  pleafe,  his  moral  fong,  the  voice  of  nature  and  of 
truth,  the  language  of  the  heart. 

In  1623  Milton  produced  his  translations  of  the  114th 
and  1 36th  Pfalmsinto  Englifh  verfe;13  andinhisfeventeenth 
year14  he  was  fent  from  St.  Paul’s  fchool,  and  admitted  a 
penfioner  at  Chriffs  College,  Cambridge,  on  the  12th 


13  Birch  has  given  the  dates  of  the  appearance  of  Milton’searliell  poems : 

1623.  Pfalms. 

1624.  Latin  Ode  on  the  Death  of  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 

verfity. 

1627.  The  7th  of  Latin  Elegies. 

1628.  Printed  his  Philofophical  Verfes. 

1629.  On  the  Morning  of  ChrifPs  Nativity. 

1630.  On  Shakefpeare. 

The  earlieft  printed  writing  of  Milton,  1632,  fays  Mr.  Hunter,  are  the 
lines  on  Shakefpeare.  See  Notes  on  Shakefpeare,  p.  336.  On  thefe  lines 
fee  Hurd’s  Cowley ,  i.  168  :  “  Milton,  in  his  younger  days,  fell  into  this 
delufion,  affedling  harfh  numbers,  and  uncouth  exprefiion.  See  his  Poem 
on  Shakefpeare  ;  but  the  vigour  of  his  genius  or  perhaps  his  courfe  of  Life 
enabled  him  to  break  through  the  fnare— exemplar  vitiis  imitabile.” 

14  Anthony  Wood  and  Toland  aflert  that  he  was  fent  to  Cambridge 
in  his  fifteenth  year,  but  erroneoufly.  See  Birch’ s  Life ,  p.  3. 


xi 


LIFE  OF  MILTON, . 

of  February,  1624-5.15  He  was  there  early  diftinguifhed 
for  the  elegance  of  his  verification,  and  his  unufual  ikill 
in  the  Latin  tongue.  A  well-known  paifage  in  his  firft 
Elegy  certainly  betrays  fome  difpleafure  which  he  felt, 
or  alludes  to  fome  indignities  which  he  fuffered  from  the 
feverity  of  Collegiate  difcipline  :  this  was  probably  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  freedom  of  his  cenfures  on  the  eStabliShed 
fyStem  of  education, lb  and  his  reluctance  to  conform  to  it. 
In  his  Reafon  of  Church  Government,  he  fays,  c  their 
honeft  and  ingenuous  natures  coming  to  the  Uni  verifies 
to  Store  themfelves  with  good  and  Solid  learning,  and  there 
unfortunately  fed  with  nothing  elfe  but  the  Scragged 
and  thorny  le&ures  of  monkiih  and  miferable  fophiitry, 
were  fejit  home  again  with  Such  a  fcholaftical  bur  in  their 
throats,  as  hath  Stopped  and  hindered  all  true  and  gene¬ 
rous  philofophy  from  entering  ;  cracked  their  voices  for 
ever  with  metaphySical  gargarifms,  and  hath  made  them 
admire  a  fort  of  formal  outilde  men  prelatically  addicted. 


15  He  was  admitted  Penfionarius  minor,  under  Mr.  William  Chappell, 
afterwards  provoft  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  and  Dean  of  Cafhel,  and 
at  laid  bifhop  of  Cork  and  Rofs,  to  whom,  among  others,  the  celebrated 
treatife  of  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man  has  been  imputed.  See  Birch's  Life , 
p.  in.  Henry  More  calls  Chappell  a  learned,  vigilant,  fkilful,  pious, 
and  prudent  Tutor ,  v.  Biog.  Britannica ,  note ,  Lightfoot.  Milton  took 
his  firft  degree  in  Jan.  1628-9,  and  that  of  Mailer  of  Arts,  in  1632. 
See  Simmons's  Pref  to  Life ,  p.  5 — 7.  He  was  transferred  from  Mr. 
Chappell  (though  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  college),  to  Mr.  Tovell 
(Tovey),  v.  Aubrey  Lett.  iii.  p.  445.  He  was  admitted  A.M.  at  Oxford, 
in  1635,  v.  Wood's  Fafi ,  i.  p.  262. 

10  The  author  of  ‘  A  modell  confutation  againlt  a  llanderous  and  fcurri- 
lous  libel  ’  firll  charged  him  with  being  vomited  out  of  the  univerlity^ 
after  having  fpent  there  an  inordinate  and  riotous  youth;  and  the  author 
of  ‘  Regii  Sanguinis  Clamor repeated  the  calumny.  ‘  Aiunt  hominem 
Cantabrigienli  academia  ob  flagitia  pulfum,  dedecus,  et  patriam  fugilfe  et 
in  Italiam  commigraire.’  ‘  The  former  trad,’  Milton  fays  in  his  Apo¬ 
logy  for  Smedymnuus,  ‘  was  reported  to  be  written  by  the  fon  of  Bilhop 
Hall.’ 
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whole  unchaftened  and  over  wrought  minds  never  yet  ini¬ 
tiated  or  fubdued  under  the  true  lore  of  religion  or  moral 
virtue,  which  two  are  the  belt  and  greateft  points  of  learn¬ 
ing  :  but  either  (lightly  trained  up  in  a  kind  of  hypocriti¬ 
cal  and  hackney  courfe  of  literature  to  get  their  living  by, 
and  dazzle  the  ignorant,  or  elfe  fondly  over  ftudied  in 
ufelefs  controverfies,  except  thofe  which  they  ufe,  with  all 
the  fpacious  and  delufive  fubtlety  they  are  able,  to  defend 
their  prelatical  Sparta.’ — And  in  his  Apology  for  Smec- 
tymnuus,  he  fays — c  That  fuburb  wherein  I  dwell  (hall  be 
in  my  accounts  a  more  honourable  place  than  his  Uni- 
verfity  ;  which  as  in  the  time  of  her  better  health,  and 
mine  own  younger  judgment ,  I  never  greatly  admired ,  fo 
now  much  lefs  ;’17 — and  in  his  third  letter  to  his  friend 
and  tutor  Alexander  Gill,  he  expreffes  the  fame  opinion, 
concerning  the  fuperficial  and  (mattering  learning  of  the 
Univerfity,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  clergy  engage 
with  raw  and  untutored  judgments  in  the  ftudy  of  theo- 
logv,  patching  together  a  fermon  with  pilfered  fcraps, 
without  any  acquaintance  with  criticifm  or  philofophy  ; 
again,  in  his  Animadverfions  on  the  Remonftrant’s  De¬ 
fence,  he  fays, — cc  What  fhould  I  tell  you  how  the  uni- 
verlities  that  men  look  fhould  be  the  fountains  of  learning 
and  knowledge,  have  been  poifoned  and  choked  under 
your  governance  ?  ” 


17  See  his  tradate  on  Education ,  where  he  fpeaks  againft  the  pre- 
pofterous  exadtion  of  compofing  Themes  and  Orations,  and  the  ill 
habit  they  got  of  wretched  barbarizing  againft  the  Greek  and  Latin 
idioms, — c  and  then  having  really  left  grammatical  flats  and  fhallows,  to 
be  preiented  with  the  molt  intelledtual  abftra&ions  of  logic  and  meta- 
phyfics,  to  be  toiled  and  turmoiled  in  the  fathomlefs  deeps  of  contro- 
verfy,  to  be  deluded  with  ragged  notions  and  brabblements,  to  be  dragged 
to  an  afinine  feaft  of  fow-thiftles  and  brambles/ — With  thefe  opinions, 
when  called  upon  by  the  college  for  Latin  themes  on  logical  and  me- 
taphyfical  fubjedls  (fee  his  Prolufiones),  cannot  we  eafily  conceive  the 
rebellion  or  difcontent,  the  out-breaks  and  flaihes  of  his  fiery  mind? 


LIFE  OF  MILTON, . 


Xlll 


Milton's  natural  genius,  cultivated  by  the  care  of  thofe 
excellent  fcholars  who  had  conducted  his  education,  and 
enriched  by  his  own  indefatigable  ftudy,  had  doubtlefs 
made  great  advances  in  thofe  branches  of  knowledge  at 
once  congenial  to  his  mind,  and  conducive  to  its  improve¬ 
ment  ;  and  he  might  feel  unwilling  to  be  diverted  from 
them,  into  the  barren  and  unprofitable  purfuits,  which 
the  old  fyftem  of  collegiate  education  too  often  required;13 


13  The  following  paffage  in  Milton’s  Prolufiones  has  been  overlooked, 
which  throws  fome  light  on  the  fubjedt  of  his  difcullion  with  the  col¬ 
lege,  and  his  renewed  union,  (v.  p.  115.)  He  diiliked  fome  parts  of 
their  ftudies,  probably  their  logical  and  metaphyfical  Thefes  (fpecimens 
of  which  may  be  feen  in  Cleaveland' s  Works ,  p.  132),  andexpreffed  his 
opinion  too  freely,  or  perhaps  did  not  perform  the  talks  that  were  re¬ 
quired.  I  feel  convinced  that  the  whole  ground  of  offence,  lo  much 
difputed,  is  to  be  found  in  this  point. 

*  Turn  nec  mediocriter  me  pellexit,  et  invitavit  ad  has  partes  fubeundas 
veftra,  vos  qui  ejufdem  eftis  mecum  Collegii,  in  me  nuperrime  comperta 
facilitas ,  cum  enim  ante  praeteritos  menfes  aliquam  multos  oratorio  apud 
vos  munere  perfundlurus  effem,  putaremque  lucubrationes  meas  qualel- 
cunque  etiam  ingratas  propemodum  futuras,  et  mitiores  habituras  judices 
JEacum  et  Minoa ,  quam  e  vobis  fere  quemlibet,  fane  praeter  opinionem 
ineam,  praeter  meam  ft  quid  erat  fpeculae,  non  vulgari  ficuti  ego  accepi, 
imo  ipfe  fenfi,  omnium  plauju  exceptae  funt,  immo  eorum  qui  in  me  alias 
propter  Jludiorum  dijjidia  eJJ'ent  prorfus  infienfio  et  inimico  ammo  ;  gene- 
rolum  utique  limultatis  exercendae  genus,  et  regio  pedtore  non  indignum  ; 
fiquidem  cum  ipfa  amicitia  plerumque  multa  inculpate  fadla  detorquere 
foleat,  tunc  profedlo  acris  et  inf  eft  a  inimicitia  errata  forfitan  multa ,  et 
baud  pauca  fine  dubio  indifierte  didta,  leniter  et  clementius  quam  meum 
erat  meritum  inter pretari  non  gravabatur.  jam  femel  unico  hoc  ex- 
emplo  vel  ipfa  demens  ira  mentis  compos  fuilfe  videbatur,  et  hoc  fadlo 
furoris  infamiam  abluiffe.  At  vero  fummopere  obledlor,  et  mirum  in 
modum  voluptate  perfundor,  cum  videam  ianta  doblijjimorum  hominum 
frequentid  circumfiufium  me,  et  undique  filipatum See.  Confult  alfo  on 
this  fubjedt  Glanville’s  Ne plus  ultra ,  p.  1 19,  and  Arifiotle,  p.  78,  and 
Epiftola  obficurorusn  virorum,  p.  108,  ed.  1 7 5 an<^  ficbolaftic 
fludies  then  in  vogue,  and  the  fubtleties  of  the  Dialectic  Art,  Knox's 
Life  by  Macrie ,  p.  7.  Even  fo  late  as  the  time  of  Swift,  it  is  faid  in 
his  Life,  that  he  palfed  his  time  in  reading  books  of  hiflory  and  poetry, 
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that  which  he  difliked  or  defpifed,  his  love  of  freedom  on 
all  fubjedts,  and  in  every  fituation  forbade  him  to  conceal. 
It  is  probable  that  he  underwent  a  temporary  ruftication. 


inftead  of  Keckerman ,  and  other  old  treatifes  on  logic,  a  branch  of 
learning  then  in  high  eftimation,  and  held  effentially  necelTary  for  taking 
a  degree.  See  alfo  Prof.  Powell’s  remarks  on  this  fubjedl  in  his  Natural 
P hilofiophy,  p.  108  ;  on  the  ftridtures  palled  on  the  Univerfities  of 
Europe  in  early  times,  and  which  were  not  much  better  in  later;  but 
he  adds,  in  regard  to  Oxford,  the  fcholajlic  forms  were  in  a  great 
meafure  broken  up  under  the  reign  of  Cromwell,  but  the  old  fyftem 
was  re-eftablifhed  with  the  return  of  the  Stuarts,  p,  264. 

It  is  curious  that  more  than  a  century  fubfequent,  we  find  another 
eminent  fcholar,  almoft  repeating  the  fame  complaints  on  the  continued 
exigence  of  the  fame  fyftem,  keeping  fo  far  behind  the  advanced  fpirit 
of  the  age. 

“  Sir  W.  Jones’s  adlive  imagination  had  anticipated  the  forms  and 
regulations  of  the  TJniverfity  rather  incorredlly;  and  the  facilities  pro¬ 
vided  them  for  learning  did  not  coincide  with  his  firft  hafty  expeditions. 
He  had  calculated  on  a  Sumner  or  an  Alkew  in  every  Mafter  of  Arts,  and 
on  an  order  of  literature  in  the  ftudents  generally  equal  to  his  own.  But 
his  difappointment  was  not  entirely  owing  to  extravagant  expeditions. 
The  Public  Ledtures  were  really  below  the  llandard  of  his  attainments, 
and  in  fadl  were  confidered  as  merely  formal.  He  complained ,  that 
inftead  of  having  his  underftanding  interefted  by  a  fyftematic  exhibition 
of  the  principles  of  elegant  arts  and  ufeful  knowledge,  he  was  compelled 
to  hear  dull  comment  on  artificial  Ethics  and  Logic ,  expreffed  in  fuch 
barbarous  Latin,  that  he  profeffed  to  recognife  in  it  no  more  meaning 
than  in  Arabic,  of  which  he  had  but  juft  touched  the  furface.  The  only 
logic  then  in  fafhion  was  that  of  the  fchools.  An  anecdote  is  preferved 
in  one  of  Jones’s  Memorandums  of  a  Fellow  of  a  College,  who,  while  he 
aflifted  to  read  Locke  with  his  pupils,  carefully  fuppreffed  every  paffage 
in  which  that  great  metaphyfician  derides  the  fcholaftic  logic.”  v.  Lifi'e 
prefixed  to  Poems ,  p.  27.  On  the  fubjedl,  “That  from  the  Univer¬ 
fities  and  the  Church  in  any  country,  no  improvement  in  philofophy  can 
be  expedted,”  fee  H all  ami  s  Plifi.  of  Literaturey  vol.  iii.  p.  138.  In  the 
Memoir  of  Barrow,  prefixed  to  Hugheses  edition ,  is  a  Iketch  of  ftudies 
purfued  at  Cantab,  from  the  12th  to  the  17th  century.  No  alteration 
in  the  ftatutes  as  far  as  related  to  ftudy  was  made  after  the  time  of  Henry 
the  Eighth  or  Edward  the  Sixth.  See  do.  vol.  iv.  p.  no. 
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This  however  is  certain, — that  all  mifunderftanding  was 
removed,  and  that  he  foon  acquired  the  kindnefs  and 
refpedt  of  the  fociety  with  which  he  lived  :  he  fays, — cc  It 
hath  given  me  an  apt  occafion  to  acknowledge  publicly 
with  all  grateful  mind  that  more  than  ordinary  favour 
and  refpedt,  which  I  found  above  any  of  my  equals  at  the 
hands  of  thefe  courteous  and  learned  men,  the  fellows  of 
the  college  wherein  I  fpent  fome  years ;  who,  at  my 
parting,  after  I  had  taken  two  degrees,  as  the  manner  is 
fignified  many  ways,  how  much  better  it  would  content 
them,  if  I  would  flay,  as  by  many  letters  full  of  kindnefs, 
and  loving  refpedt,  both  before  that  time  and  long  after, 
I  was  allured  of  their  lingular  good  affiedtion  towards 
me  — and  in  another  place  he  fpeaks  of  himfelf  as 

‘  Procul  omni  flagitio,  bonis  omnibus  probatus.’ 

In  1628  he  wrote  fome  lines  on  the  fubjedt,  c  Naturam 
non  pati  fenium/  as  an  Academical  exercife,  to  oblige  one 
of  the  fellows  of  the  college;  and  T.  Warton  fays  of  it, 
c  that  it  is  replete  with  fanciful  and  ingenious  allufions,  it 
has  alfo  a  vigour  of  expreffion,  a  dignity  of  fentiment,  and 
elevation  of  thought  rarely  found  in  very  young  writers.* 
This  praife  is  juft  :  but  its  Latinity  is  not  fo  flowing, 
or  elegant,  as  that  of  his  later  poems.  To  this  ac¬ 
count,  as  the  fubjedt  is  of  much  intereft,  I  now  add 
the  refult  of  a  fuller  inquiry  which  I  fubfequently  gave 
to  it : — 

“  The  firft  point  in  Milton  s  life,  which  has  been  the 
fubjedt  of  debate,  is  his  fuppofed  quarrel  with  the  autho¬ 
rities  of  his  college  at  Cambridge,  and  the  ignominious 
confequences  conjedtured  to  have  refulted  from  it.  I 
think,  however,  that  the  concluflons  which  Johnfon  firft 
invidioufly  advanced,  have  been  rejedled  ;  and  that  the 
truth  has  been  gradually  brought  to  light.  To  any 
offences  againft  College  difcipline,  connedled  with  laxity 
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of  moral  conduct,  it  would  be  unjufl,  indeed  abfurd,  to 
look ;  and  it  would  fhow  a  total  ignorance  of  Milton’s 
character — in  all  that  refpedts  purity  of  life,  confiftent 
from  youth  to  age.19  Certainly  he  entered  the  academic 
bowers,  rich  in  every  youthful  and  virtuous  accomplish¬ 
ment,  nurfed  by  his  parents  and  preceptors  in  all  pure 
and  lofty  contemplations,  and  filled  with  the  moft  honour¬ 
able  ambition.  He  had  been  educated  under  two  perfons, 
both  of  found  and  elegant  literature,  and  one  of  them  of 
poetical  talent ;  from  them  he  had  imbibed  an  early  and 
corredt  tafte  for  the  beauties  of  ancient  literature  ;  and  his 
progrefs  in  fuch  ftudies  had  already  marked  the  conftancy 
of  his  application,  and  the  congeniality  of  his  mind. 
Aubrey  fays  he  fludied  very  hard  in  fchool  ;  and  his  tafte 
and  knowledge  were  at  that  time  more  than  ufually  per¬ 
fected.  When  he  entered  at  Cambridge,  he  found  a 
very  different  fyftem  of  education  purfued.  The  old 
fcholaftic  ftudies  of  the  Church  were  ftill  in  vogue ;  the 
antiquated  logic  and  barren  metaphyfics  of  the  fchool- 
men,  employed  the  attention  of  the  ftudents  ;  and  Milton, 
no  doubt  either  neglected  to  perform  fuch  ungrateful  talks, 
or  added  fuch  expoftulation  to  his  refufal,  as  was  refented 
by  his  fuperiors.  Of  this  I  feel  quite  certain,  that  this 
was  the  point  of  his  offence,  and  this  was  all ;  for  in  a  very 
fhort  time  he  not  only  regained  the  favour  of  his  tutors, 
but  food  high  in  their  eftimation.  In  one  paffage  quoted 


19  See  Coleridge's  Literary  Remains ,  vol.  i.  p.  168,  Ledure  x. il  There 
are  home  perfons  (obferves  a  divine,  a  contemporary  of  Milton)  of  whom 
the  grace  of  God  takes  early  hold,  and  the  good  fpirit  inhabiting  them 
carries  them  on  in  an  even  conftancy  through  innocency  into  virtue,  &c. 
Their  Chriftianity  bearing  equal  date  with  their  manhood,  and  reafon 
and  religion,  like  warp  and  woof,  running  together,  make  up  one  web  of 
a  wife  and  exemplary  life,”  &c.  This  beautiful  paffage,  Mr.  Coleridge 
juftly  applies  to  Milton. 
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in  the  Aldine  Edition  of  Milton ,  he  directly  mentions 
the  caufe  of  his  difgrace,  and  of  its  removal — c  Omnium 
plaufu  exceptas  funt  inimicorum  qui  in  me  alias  propter 
ftudiorum  diffidia ,  eflent  prorfus  infenfo  et  inimico  animod 
This  is  furely,  in  the  abfence  of  any  evidence  of  irregular 
conduX,  or  of  any  other  caufe,  conclufive  as  to  the  point ; 
but  as  fome  of  our  readers  may  be  fo  fortunate  as  not  to  be 
familiar  with  thofe  ‘  brabblements,’  and  have  never  mum¬ 
bled  the  c  fowthiftles’  which  grew  in  the  fields  of  Cam ; 
it  will  be  as  well  to  inform  them  of  what  kind  they  were 
in  the  days  of  our  Bard,  which  occupied  the  thoughts 
of  the  ftudents,20  who  now  imbibe,  from  the  fame  foun¬ 
tain,  then  fo  tainted  and  dry,  the  pure  and  living  ftreams 
of  found  knowledge,  whether  filled  with  the  philofophy 
of  Whewell,  the  eloquence  of  Sedgwick,  or  the  learning 
of  Thirlwall. 

“  Some  few  years  fubfequent  to  Milton’s  residence,  the 
biographer  of  a  brother  poet,  who  had  been  appointed 
tutor  of  Peterhoufe  about  1640,  writes  thus :  c  Though 
he  found  himfelf  tied  down  by  the  praXice  of  the  fchools, 
to  the  drudgery  of  teaching  his  pupils  the  tedious  and  heavy 
fyftem  of  Funs  Scot  us,  and  Aver  roes,  and  the  reft  of  the 
fubtle  philofophers  of  that  date,  yet  by  the  pertinent  re¬ 
flexions  he  ufed,  and  the  art  of  difentangling  their  minds 
from  the  perplexities  of  that  metaphyfical  jargon,  and 
leading  them  to  the  fubftantial  knowledge  of  the  duties 
of  religion,  humanity,’  &c.21  Now,  fome  of  thefe  College 


20  It  is  curious  to  find,  more  than  a  century  after,  the  filter  Univerfity 
attacked  for  prefenting  thefe  fame  dry  bones  of  an  exhaufted  logic  to  the 
ftudents,  in  the  place  of  wholefome  nutriment ;  fo  flow  do  great  bodies 
move  in  the  march  of  improvement.  See  Amhurfs  Terra  Filius,  p.  5 
et  paffim. 

21  See  Life  of  Dr.  Jofeph  Beaumont ,  p.  xi.  zpo.,  the  author  of  Pfyche, 
&c.  Gleaveland*  s  Works ,  p.  I32,  $ee  a^°  Burigny ,  tie  d  Ei  afme, 
vol.  i.  p.  14,  and  the  Preface  to  Du  Cange  s  Glofjarium ,  and  the  Dh~ 
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deputations,  e  thefe  frivolous  fubtleties  and  barren  depu¬ 
tations/  are  before  us,  and  while  we  contemplate  their 
grim  and  hungry  afpe&s,  we  cannot  wonder  at  Milton’s 
reluctance  to  leave  his  delightful  purfuits,  and  quit  the 
poetry  and  philofophy  of  Greece  for  fuch  dry  and  unin¬ 
viting  difquifitions.  At  this  time  he  was  compofmg  fome 
of  the  mod;  beautiful  and  finifhed  of  his  Latin  poems: 
he  had  written  in  his  native  language  with  elegance,  and 
the  Allegro  and  Penferofo  appeared  fhortly  after.  Here 
they  are !  the  favourite  themes  of  the  tutors  of  Corpus 
and  Chrift’s.  c  Angeli  cognofcunt  Singularia.  Ignorato 
motu,  tollitur  cognitio  Materiae.  IntelleCtus  eft  nobilior 
Voluntate.  Vifio  fit  per  receptionem  Specierum.’  Such  are 
fome  of  the  titles.  The  themes  themfelves  are  too  long 
to  give,  and  but  little  amufement  they  would  afford  to 
thofe  not  breeding  up  for  Seraphic  doctors  ;  but  thus  one 
began :  c  En  in  fronte  difficultatem  !  quo  ruo  nefcius  ? 
Egone  ut  Alexandrum  huic  nodo  me  praebeam  ?  Nihil 
minus,  fed  quod  faciunt  Pueruli  nempe  irritis  magis  an 
ridiculis  dicam  conatibus,  tortilem  virgulam  in  obturan- 
tem  ferunt  molem,  ut  in  quicquid  eft  duriufculi,  quod 
pedes  turbat/  &c.  We  may  fairly  prefume,  knowing  as 
we  now  do  the  original  caufe  of  difpute,  and  the  fubfe- 
quent  and  fpeedy  reconciliation,  that  thefe  uncongenial 
and  ufelefs  exercifes  were  not  rigidly  required  of  the 
youthful  poet ;  that  his  talents  and  acquirements  were 
refpeCted ;  for  H.  More  fays,  that  Milton’s  tutor  was 


fertation  prefixed  to  Rob.  Stephens's  Latin  Lhejaurus ,  for  an  account 
of  the  barbarous  authors,  and  method  of  education,  which  then  pre¬ 
vailed.  Milton’s  own  fyftem  of  education  bears  great  fimilarity  to 
that  of  Erafmus,  as  given  in  his  Traftatus  de  Educatione  Puerorum ,  and 
might  have  been  formed  from  it ;  and  both  are,  under  neceflary  modifi¬ 
cations,  the  foundation  of  the  prefent  fyftem,  and  the  commencement  of 
it  in  the  fchools  of  Europe. 
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learned^  vigilant;  fkilful,  pious,  and  prudent.  Milton 
fays,  ‘  that  the  fellows  of  his  college  wifhed  him  to 
remain  among  them,  and  that  he  was  ccprocul  omni 
flagitio,  bonis  omnibus  probatus.”  *  There  is  a  poem 
of  Milton’s  which  will  throw  light  on  this  fubjedt.  He 
had  to  perform  a  vacation  exercife  ;  it  was,  as  ufual,  a 
metaphyfical  one — Ens  is  reprefented  as  father  of  the 
Predicaments,  his  Ten  Sons,  whereof  the  eldeft  flood  for 
Subftance  with  his  Canons,  which  Ens  thus  fpeaking  ex¬ 
plains.  Quantity  and  Quality  fpake  in  profe,  then  Rela¬ 
tion  was  called  by  his  name. — Now  from  thefe  dry  bones 
what  unwonted  fires  fprang  up  !  Muft  not  the  tutors  of 
his  college  have  been  gratified,  in  witnefling  their  now 
obedient,  pupil,  not  only  performing  his  allotted  though 
ungrateful  talk,  but  creating  a  foul  under  the  ribs  of 
Death ;  and  over  this  chopped  logic,  fprinkling  the 
faireft  waters  of  the  Pierian  fpring.22  Such  an  exercife  as 
this,  thus  performed,  muft  have  charmed  away  all  pre¬ 
vious  mifunderftanding ;  and  often  as  c  Relation  had  been 
called  by  his  name  ’ — in  the  fchools,  we  may  be  allured 
he  never  before  anfwered  in  fuch  a  noble  invocation,  and 
fuch  ftrains  of  majeftic  eloquence,  as 

Rivers  arife! — whether  thou  be  the  Ton 
Of  utmoft  Tweed,  or  Oufe,  or  gulphie  Don, 

Or  Trent,  who  like  Tome  earthborn  giant  fpreads 
His  thirty  arms  along  the  indented  meads,  &c. 

cc  A  youth  of  nineteen,  who  could  write  fuch  lines  as 

1  How  he  before  the  Thunderous  throne  doth  lie, 

Liftening  to  what  unihorn  Apollo  fings 
To  th’  touch  of  golden  wires,’ 


22  “  It  were  to  be  defired,  that  in  our  Univerfities,  Ariftotle’s  Ana¬ 
lytics,  Topics,  Phyficks  and  Metaphyfics,  be  fuppreft,  not  only  as  vain, 
but  difpofing  to  Contention  and  Dilcord.”  See  Roger  Coke's  Detec¬ 
tion,  p.  66 5.  See  alfop.  22,  which  paflages  Ihow  the  prevailing  Rudies 

of  the  time. 
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could  not  but  be  in  the  higheft  estimation  in  the  Mufe’s 
feat. 

fC  This  is  the  view  of  the  fubjedt  which  the  editor  of 
the  former  Aldine  edition  firft  took,  which  Sir  Egerton 
Brydges  fupports,  and  from  which  Mr.  St.  John  does 
not  diftent.  Whether  to  ufe  Miftrefs  Powell’s  expref- 
fion,  Milton’s  choleric  temper  expreffed  itfelf  thus  early ; 
or  whether  he  brought  to  the  precindts  of  the  parent 
church  any  partial  prejudices  imbibed  from  his  tutor 
c  Young,’  and  expreffed  them  with  his  ufual  energy  and 
warmth  ;  certainly  the  verfes  in  which  he  alludes  to  the 
fubjedt,  appear  to  point  rather  to  his  ftudies  than  to  his 
conduct,  as  the  caufe  of  offence — c  Ceteraque  ingenio  non 
fubeunda  meo.’ 

As  a  removal  of  all  doubt  on  this  fubjedt  is  important, 
meeting  us  as  the  charge  does  on  the  authority  of  a 
great  name,  I  (hall  here  tranfcribe  fome  further  notice 
of  it  made  by  me,  fubfequent  to  the  publication  of  the 
life  of  Milton,  prefixed  to  the  firft  Aldine  edition  of  his 
poems. 

Milton  was  defigned  by  his  parents  for  the  profeftion 
of  the  church  ;  but  during  his  refidence  at  the  Univerfity, 
he  changed  his  intention.23  Dr.  Newton  confiders  that 
he  had  conceived  early  prejudices  againft  the  dodtrine  and 
difcipline  of  the  church  ;  but  Johnfon  feems  to  think  that 
his  objedtions  lay  not  fo  much  againft  fubfcription  to 
the  articles,  but  related  to  canonical  obedience.  His  own 
account  is  as  follows : 24  <c  By  the  intentions  of  my  parents 
and  friends  I  was  deftin’d  of  a  child,  and  in  mine  own 
refolutions,  to  the  fervice  of  the  church,  till  comming  to 


23  See  his  Letter  to  a  Friend  in  Birch’s  Life ,  p.  vi.,  printed  from 
Trinity  MSS. 

24  See  Reafon  of  Church  Govern?nent  urged  againft  Prelacy.  ProJ'e 
Works ,  vol.  i.  p.  150. 
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fome  maturity  of  yeers,  and  perceaving  what  tyranny  had 
invaded  the  church,  that  he  who  would  take  orders  muft 
fubfcribe  Slave,  and  take  an  oath  withal],  which,  unleffe 
he  took  with  a  confcience  that  would  retch,  he  muft  either 
ftrait  perjure,  or  fplit  his  faith :  I  thought  it  better  to 
preferre  a  blameleffe  filence  before  the  facred  office  of 
fpeaking  bought  and  begun  with  fervitude  and  for- 
fw  earing.” 25 

In  whatever  line  his  objections  lay,  his  youthful  deci- 
fions  feem  to  have  been  but  little  controlled  by  the 
exercife  of  parental  authority ;  for  in  the  beautiful  lines 
which  he  addreffes  to  his  father,  in  the  Latin  language, 
he  fays, 

f — —  Neque  enim,  Pater,  ire  jubebas 
Qua  via  lata  patet,  qua  pronior  area  lucri, 

Certaque  condendi  fulget  fpes  aurea  nummi  : 

Nec  rapis  ad  leges,  male  cuftoditaque  gentis 
Jura,  nec  infullis  damnas  clamoribus  aures. 

Sed  magis  excultam  cupiens  ditefcere  mentem. 

Me  procul  urbano  ftrepitu,  feceffibus  altis 
Abdudtum,  Aoniae  jucunda  per  otia  ripae, 

Phoebaso  lateri  comitem  finis  ire  beatumd 

In  1632  he  left  the  Univerfity,  and  retired  to  his 
father’s  houfe  at  Horton,26  in  Buckinghamfhire,  making 


25  On  his  intention  of  going  into  the  Law .  See  Hunter  on  Sbake- 
fpeare,  p,  337. 

26  This  houfe  at  Horton  was  pulled  down  about  fourteen  years  ago. 
See  Simmons's  Life ,  p.  93,  Ed.  1810.  Milton’s  father  had  fome  country, 
houfe  befides  this,  nearer  to  London,  of  which  we  have  had  no  notice. 
Milton’s  letter  to  a  A.  Gill  is  dated  ‘  E  noftro  Suburbano/  Dec.  4, 
1634  And  fee  his  Elegy  i.  ver.  50, 

‘Nos  quoque  lucus  habet  vicina  confitus  nlmo 
Atque  Juburbani  nobilis  umbra  loci;  ’ 

and  in  Prolufiones  (p.  136)  he  fays,  ‘  Tellor  ipfe  lucos,  et  flumina,  et 
dilettas  villarum  ulmos ,  fub  quibus  seftate  proxime  praeterita  (fi  Dearum 
arcana  eloqui  liceat),  fummam  cum  Mufes  gratiam  habuilfe  me  jucunda 
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occafional  vifits  to  London  to  meet  his  friends,  to  buy 
books,  or  to  learn  fomething  new  in  mathematics  or 
mufic.  Here  he  refided  five  years,  paffing  his  time  in 
regular  and  fevere  ftudy  ;  for  he  is  faid  to  have  read  over 
all  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers  :  Johnfon  fays,  c  that  this 
account  muft  be  received  with  limitations  but  five  years 
well  employed  would  leave  few  of  the  ancient  authors 
unperufed.  I  think  Wyttenbach  has  mentioned  his  having 
read  through  Athenasus  in  fourteen  days ;  and  Jofeph 
Scaliger  has  left  on  record  the  fhort  time  in  which  he 
finifhed  both  the  Homeric  Poems.  What  then  might 
not  Milton’s  enthufiaftic  purfuit  of  knowledge,  and  his 
unwearied  induftry  perform  ?  He  fays  of  himfelf  at  this 
time, 

‘  Et  totum  rapiunt,  me,  mea  vita,  libri.’ 

In  this  ftudious  retirement,  and  under  the  fhelter  of  his 
paternal  roof,  it  is  believed  that  he  wrote  his  Arcades,  Co¬ 
rn  us,  L’ Allegro, 27 II  Penferofo,  and  Lycidas.28  In  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Horton  the  Countefs  Dowager  of  Derby 
refided,  and  the  Arcades  was  performed  by  her  grand¬ 
children  at  their  feat,  called  Harefield  Place.29  Was  ever 


memoria  recolo  ;  ubi  et  ego  inter  ruraet  femotos  faltusvelut  occultoaevo 
crefcere  mihi  potuiffe  vifus  (11™.’ 

27  Dr.  Ireland  remarks  “  a  fimilarity  between  the  cadences,  as  well  as 
in  the  meafure  and  folemnity  of  thoughts,  of  the  Penferofo,  and  the  fpeech 
of  Paulo,  in  Majfinger's  Maid  of  Honor.  ’’  See  Gifford’s  ed.  vol.  iii.  p.  107. 

28  ‘  Milton  was  a  courtier,  when  he  wrote  the  Mafque  at  Ludlow 
Caftle,  and  Hill  more  a  courtier  when  he  wrote  the  Arcades.’  See  C . 
Lamb's  Elia ,  vol.  ii.  p.  [38. 

29  Milton  was  not  the  only  great  poet  who  has  celebrated  the  Countefs 
Dowager  of  Derby.  She  was  alfo  the  patronefs  of  Spenfer.  The  Prayer 
Book  of  this  Countefs  is  the  poetry  of  her  times.  See  Bridges'  Life 
of  Milton ,  p.  62.  For  this  celebrated  Lady,  fays  Mr.  Gifford,  alfo  appears 
greatly  to  have  delighted  in  that  elegant  and  fplendid  exhibition.  Milton 
wrote  his  Arcades ,  the  fongs  of  which  are  a  mere  cento  from  our  author’s 
Mafques,  of  which,  certainly,  it  is  a  very  humble  imitation,  v.  Jonfon's 
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lady  on  her  return  to  the  hall  of  her  ancedors,  crowned 
with  fuch  poetic  garlands,  or  greeted  by  a  welcome  fo 
elegant  as  this  ?  Some  of  his  letters  to  Charles  Deodati 
give  us  intereding  particulars  of  his  dudies  and  habits  of 
life. — c  You  well  know  (he  fays)  that  I  am  naturally  flow 
in  writing,  and  averfe  to  write.  It  is  alfo  in  my  favour, 
that  your  method  of  ftudy  is  fuch  as  to  admit  of  frequent 
interruptions,  in  which  you  vifit  your  friends,  write  letters, 
or  go  abroad,  but  it  is  my  way  to  fufFer  no  impediment, 
no  love  of  eafe,  no  avocation  whatever,  to  chill  the  ardor, 
to  break  the  continuity,  or  divert  the  completion  of  my 
literary  purfuits.’  In  a  fubfequent  letter,  the  honourable 
ambition  of  his  youthful  mind  opens  itfelfwithout  referve 
to  his  familiar  friend.  — c  Hear  me/  he  writes,  c  my  Deo¬ 
dati,  and  fufFer  me,  for  a  moment,  to  fpeak  without 
blufhing  in  a  more  lofty  drain.  Do  you  afk  what  I  am 
meditating  ?  by  the  help  of  heaven,  an  immortality  of 
fame,  but  what  am  I  doing  ?  7CT£/>opJw.  I  am  letting  my 
wings  grow  and  preparing  to  fly,  but  my  Pegafus  has 
not  yet  feathers  enough  to  foar  aloft  in  the  fields  of  air. 

.  You  fhall  likewife  have  fome  information 

refpedling  my  dudies.  I  went  through  the  perufal  of 
the  Greek  authors  to  the  time  when  they  ceafed  to  be 
Greeks.  I  was  long  employed  in  unravelling  the  obfcure 
hidory  of  the  Italians  under  the  Lombards,  the  Franks, 
and  Germans,  to  the  time  when  they  received  their  liberty 
from  R.odolphus,  King  of  Germany/ 

To  B.  Bonmatthaei  he  writes  of  his  proficiency  in  the 
riched  and  mod  melodious  of  modern  tongues.  CI  who 
certainly  have  not  merely  wetted  the  tip  of  my  lips  in  the 


Works ,  v.  vii.  p.  1 8.  See  alfo  p.  78  and  p.  89.  “  The  Arcades ,  with  the 
exception  of  three  trifling  fongs,  is  made  up  of  the  fpeech  of  the  genius 
(in  the  Barriers.)  “  Milton  is  indebted  for  fomething  more  than  a  hero 
(Favonius)  to  this  beautiful  fpeech,”  (in  the  Vifion  of  Delight),  p.  306. 
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ftream  of  thefe  languages,  but  in  proportion  to  my  years, 
have  fwallowed  the  moft  copious  draughts,  can  yet  fbme- 
times  retire  with  avidity  and  delight  to  feaft  on  Dante, 
Petrarch,  and  many  others;  nor  has  Athens  itfelf  been 
able  to  confine  me  to  the  tranfparent  wave  of  its  UifTus, 
nor  ancient  Rome  to  the  banks  of  its  Tiber,  fo  as  to 
prevent  my  vifiting  with  delight  the  ftream  of  the  Arno, 
and  the  hills  of  Fasfolae.’30 

The  Mafque  of  Comus31  was  prefented  at  Ludlow,  in 
1634,  then  the  reftdence  of  the  Lord  Prefident  of  Wales, 
and  was  atfted  by  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater’s  fons,32  and 
his  young  daughter  the  Lady  Alice  Egerton.  The  ftory 


2°  *c  Milton  feems  to  have  been  a  folitary  exception  in  the  records  of 
that  day,  of  an  eminent  Englifh  fcholar,  being  imbued  with  a  relifh  for 
Italian  Letters.”  See  Prefcotfs  Mijcellanies ,  p.  532.  But  fee  Mr.  Gif¬ 
ford’s  Note  in  his  edition  of  B .  Jonfon,  vol.  vi.  p.  491.  “The  Italian 
writers,  of  whom  he  ( Milton )  probably  knew  nothing  at  the  time,  he  is 
fufpedted  of  copying  them  from  line  to  line,  and  from  word  to  word.” 

31  The  original  manufcript  of  Comus  is  in  Trin.  Coll.  Library  ;  it  was 
found  among  other  papers  that  once  belonged  to  Sir  Henry  Newton 
Puckering,  a  benefa&or  to  the  library,  and  was  printed  at  London  in 
1637,  4to.  Oldys  fays  it  was  often  bound  up  with  the  firffc  edit,  of 
Randolph's  Poems.  Warton  fays,  ‘It  was  with  great  difficulty  and 
reluctance  that  Milton  firft  appeared  as  an  author.’  Some  account  ofSir 
N.  Puckering  may  be  read  in  Warton  s  Milton ,  p.  578,  and  the  original 
various  readings  to  the  Lycidas,  Comus,  and  fmaller  poems  from  the 
Manufcript,  p.  578  to  590.  On  a  few  variations  not  noticed  by  War- 
ton,  fee  Claj[f.  Journal,  No.  xxiii.  p.  21 1.  There  is  one  rather  curious : 

‘  While  all  the  harry  rounds,  and  arches  blue 
Refound,  and  echo  Hallelu  !  ’ 

a  manufcript  copy  of  Comus  is  alfo  in  the  Bridgewater  library,  at  Afh- 
ridge  (fee  Todd' s  Comus,  pi  165)  before  it  was  correfted. 

32  Milton  loft  the  friendfhip  of  the  Bridgewater  family  by  his  Defen- 
fio.  In  a  copy  of  it  in  Lord  Stafford’s  library,  the  Earl  (who  performed 
the  part  of  the  firft  brother)  wrote  ‘  Liber  igne,  autor  furca  digniffimi.’ 
On  this  account  Lawes’  dedication  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  withdrawn 
from  the  fubfequent  editions.  See  Podd's  Comus ,  p.  2. 
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is  faid  to  have  been  founded  on  a  circumftance  that  took 
place  in  the  family  of  the  Earl  not  long  before;  and 
Milton  wrote  his  Mafque  at  the  requeft  of  Henry  Lawes, 
the  celebrated  mufician.33  Dr.  Johnfon  obferves  that 
the  fidtion  is  derived  from  Homer’s  Circe,  but  later  in- 
veftigations  have  difcovered  a  clofer  refemblance  in  the 
Comus  of  Erycius  Puteanus,  and  the  Old  Wives’  Tale  of 
George  Peele.34  It  is  one  of  the  mo  ft  beautiful  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  paffages,  one  of  the  moft 
finifhed  poems  in  our  language.35  It  has  the  fweetnefs 
of  Fletcher,  with  a  richer  ftrudlure  of  verification,  more 
foreign  idioms,  more  learned  allufions,  and  a  higher 
reach  of  fancy.  It  does  not  rife  into  all  the  wildnefs  of 
the  romantic  fable,  only  becaufe  it  is  guarded  and  fubdued 
by  a  chafle  and  elegant  judgment.  Sir  Henry  Wotton  was 


33  “We  are  reminded  of  the  brotherly  love  between  Milton  and  H. 
Lawes,  fo  celebrated  in  the  beautiful  Lycidas.”  See  Mr.  Ward's  De 
Clifford ,  v.  i.  p.  17. 

34  See  G.  Peek's  Works  by  the  Rev.  A.  Dyce,  vol.  i.  p.  204.  ed. 
1829.  If.  Reed  firft  directed  attention  to  this  play,  then  almoft  un¬ 
known.  For  extradfs  from  Puteanus,  fee  Todd's  z d.  of  Comus,  p.  57' 
62.  The  Comus  of  Puteanus  was  republifhed  at  Oxford  in  1634,  the 
year  in  which  Milton’s  Comus  was  written.  There  is  a  curious  reading 
in  the  firft  edition  of  Comus  not  noticed  by  the  Commentators.  Line 
214  Hands  thus  in  the  common  editions: — 

fTnou  hovering  Angel  girt  with  golden  wings.’ 


In  the  firft  ed.  ‘Thou  flitting  Angel/  &c. 

3o  It  is  to  the  credit  of  Milton’s  tafte  that  he  has  borrowed  largely 
from  this  entertainment  ( The  Pirates')',  his  obligations  to  Jonfon  are 
indeed  inceffant.  v.  Gifford's  Jonfon ,  vol.  vi.  p.  49 1.  “  The  Com¬ 

mentators  on  Milton,  after  fpending  twenty  or  thirty  pages  in  conjec¬ 
tures  on  the  origin  of  Milton’s  Comus,  without  the  llighteft  reference  to 
Jonfon,  condefcend  in  the  courfe  of  their  fubfequent  annotations,  to 
obferve  that  Jonfo?i's  Mafque  of  Pleafure  might  perhaps  afford  fome 
hint  to  Milton.  Perhaps  it  might,  and  fo  I  fufpedt  might  fome  others. 
Ibid.  vol.  vii.  p.  314. 
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peculiarly  delighted  in  the  lyrical  parts,  with  what  he 
quaintly,  but  not  incorrectly,  calls — ‘  a  certain  doric  deli¬ 
cacy  in  the  fongs  and  odes.’  And  Warburton  fpeaks  of 
the  bright  vein  of  its  poetry,  intermixed  with  a  foftnefs 
of  defcription.36  37  T.  Warton  obferves  cthat  Comus  is 
a  fuite  of  fpeeches  not  interesting  by  difcrimination  of 
character,  not  conveying  variety  of  incidents,  nor  gra¬ 
dually  exciting  curiofity ;  but  perpetually  attracting 
attention  by  fublime  fentiment,  and  fanciful  imagery  of 
the  richeft  vein,  by  an  exuberance  of  piCturefque  defcrip- 
tion,  poetical  allufion,  and  ornamental  expreffion.38  It 
is  indeed  a  beautiful  Pageant  of  Fancy. 


3G  On  the  fydem  of * * *  4  orthography  ’  adopted  by  Milton  in  this  and  his 
other  poems,  confult  Capel  Loft's  Preface  to  Par.  Lofi,  4to.  1792,  and 
Todd's  Preface  to  Comus ,  p.  viii.  and  Ricbardfon  s  Life ,  p.  cxxx. 

37  “  Mufical  Echoes  prevailed  upon  the  Italian  dage  at  this  period; 
this  was  probably  not  unknown  to  Milton,  although  he  had  not  then 
viflted  Italy;  and  hence  it  may  be  prefumed,  the  Song  of  Sweet  Echo  in 
Comus."  See  Walker's  Memoir  of  Taffoni ,  p.  229. 

38  It  has  been  afked  where  an  illudration  muft  be  fought  for  the  ex¬ 
preffion,  ver.  250, 

4  At  every  fall,  fmoothing  the  raven  doune 
Of  darknes  till  it  fmil’d  :  ’ 


and  the  entire  fllence  of  the  commentators  has  been  remarked.  I  fhall 
therefore  point  out  the  following  paffiage  in  Heywood's  Love's  Miftrejfey 
Ad.  iii.  fc.  I.  But  this  play  of  Heywood’s  wras  printed  fubfequently  to 
Comus. 


Psyche. 

4  Time’s  elded  daughter,  Night,  mother  of  Eafe, 

Thou  gentle  nurfe,  that  with  fweet  lullabies 
Care-waking  hearts  to  gentle  dumber  charm’d! 

Thou  fmooth  cheek’d  negro.  Night,  the  black  eyed  Queen, 
That  rid’ft  about  the  world  on  the  foft  backs 
Of  downy  Ravens  feeke  and  fable  plumes , 

And  from  thy  chariot  filent  darknejfe  flings. 

In  which,  man,  bead  and  bird  enveloped. 

Takes  their  repofe  and  red.’ 
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In  November,  1637,  he  wrote  Lycidas,  an  elegy  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  death  of  a  young  and  very  accomplished 
perfon,  Mr.  King,  who  was  the  friend  of  Milton,  and  a 
great  favourite  at  Cambridge.  Milton’s  Poem  was  pub¬ 
lished  at  the  end  of  a  fmall  volume  of  Elegies,  with 
which  the  Univerfity  honoured  the  memory  of  their  Stu¬ 
dent.  Some  of  the  fongs  of  Lycidas  I  have  read,  for 

- ‘  He  knew 

Himfelf  to  ling,  and  build  the  lofty  rhyme  !  ’ 

They  are,  for  the  molt  part,  complimentary  effufions  on 
the  birth  of  the  children  of  Charles  the  Firft  ;  but  I  have 
difcovered  nothing  that  I  could  extradl  with  advantage.39 
The  beautiful  monody  of  Lycidas  Shows  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  Italian  metres,  and  to  one  poem, 
the  Alcon40  of  Balth.  Caftiglione,  it  is  more  peculiarly  in¬ 
debted  for  fome  of  its  imagery.  It  difcovers  alfo  Mil¬ 
ton’s  familiarity  with  our  elder  poets  :  and  fupported  by 
the  authority  of  Mantuan  in  his  Bucolics,  and  his  ‘  Maf- 
ter  Spenfer,’41  in  Similar  alluSions,  it  has  mixed  up  with 


39  Edward  King,  of  Chrift’s  Coll.  Camb.  fon  of  Sir  John  King,  Se¬ 
cretary  for  Ireland  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  James,  and  Charles.  He 
was  drowned  on  the  paffage  from  Chefter  to  Ireland.  See  Birch's  Life , 
p.  xvi.  for  an  account  of  the  colle&ion  in  which  Milton’s  Poems  were 
publifhed.  The  names  of  T.  Farnaby,  H.  More,  J.  Beaumont,  Cleave- 
land,  W.  Hall,  and  J.  Pearfon  are  in  the  lift  of  contributors.  The  fhip- 
w.reck  of  Mr.  King  took  place  on  the  iothofAug.  1637;  it  appears  that 
he  might  have  efcaped  with  fome  others  in  the  boat;  for  an  account  of 
his  poetry,  fee  War  ton's  Milton ,  p.  39,  fecond  ed. 

40  See  Clajf.  Journal ,  No.  Ixiii.  p.  356,  by  G.  N.  Ogle.  Tranflated 
into  Englifh  Verie  in  the  ed.  of  Caftiglione  by  Boyer,  4-to.  1 727* 

41  There  is  among  Spenfer’s  Poems  a  Paftoral  ^Eglogue  on  Sir  P. 

Sydney’s  death,  by  L.  B.  which  Milton  had  read  when  he  wrote  Lyci¬ 
das.  v.  Todd's  Spenfer ,  vol.  viii.  p.  76.  Mr.  Herbert  remarks— 
“  Many  blank  lines  occur  in  his  Works  (Guidi),  as  in  the  Lycidas  of 
Milton.”  v.  Mr.  W.  Herbert's  Works ,  vol.  ii.  p.  10.  “  The  Lycidas 

and  S.  Agoniftes  of  Milton  has  rhyme  in  a  fcattered  irregular  manner. 
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its  paftoral  beauties  a  ftern,  and  early  avowal  of  his  hofti- 
lity  to  the  church.42  The  fhort,  but  exquifitely  beautiful 
poem  called  ‘  the  Arcades,’  was,  as  I  have  previoufly 
faid,  compofed  about  this  time ;  Milton  wrote  only  the 
poetical  part,  the  remainder  probably  confided  of  profe 
and  machinery. 

Having  completed  his  circle  of  ftudy  in  the  retirement 


which  is  a  very  pleating  ftru&ure  for  a  poem  of  length;  it  gives  a  con¬ 
nexion  of  parts,  with  the  context  artificial  return  of  the  ftanza  or  cou¬ 
plet.”  v.  Jackfon’s  Four  Ages ,  p.  312. 

42  Mr.  Peck  thinks  that  the  manner  in  which  Milton  has  difperfed 
his  rhymes  in  Lycidas,  is  an  attempt,  though  fecretly,  to  give  a  poetical 
image  or  draught  of  the  mathematical  canon  of  mufic  :  he  informs  us 
how  to  make  this  out,  ‘by  drawing  a  bow  line  from  rhyme  to  rhyme,’ 
he  confiders  the  whole  poem  as  a  Jefi'on  of  mufic  confifting  of  fuch  a 
number  of  bars.  The  rhymes  are  the  feveral  chords  in  the  bar:  the 
odd  difperfion  of  the  rhymes  may  be  compared  to  the  beautiful  way  of 
fprinkling  the  keys  of  an  organ.  He  fays,  Dryden  imagined  the  rhymes 
fell  fo,  becaufe  Mifter  Milton  could  not  help  it.  I  think  they  lie  fo, 
becaufe  Mr.  Milton  defigned  it.  v.  New  Memoirs,  4-to.  p.  32.  Mr. 
Peck  has  favoured  us  with  fiage  directions  for  Paradife  Loft,  as — Enter 
Adam,  with  his  arms  acrofs.  Adam  paufes.  Thunder  and  lightning. 
Eve  approaches  him.  Adam  kicks  at  her.  Eve  embraces  his  legs. 
Eve  is  ready  to  faint,  &c.  He  confiders  Paradife  Loft  as  partly  formed 
out  of  Gufman  dl  A  far  ache,  the  Spani/h  Rogue.  He  fays  Mr.  Fenton 
was  a  good  judge  when  he  took  time  to  confider  things,  p.  83  ;  he  has 
compofed  an  epitaph  for  Mr.  Milton,  out  of  Val.  Maximus,  p.  10 1. 
He  fays,  ‘  His  tip,  and  whifkers  (an  efiay  towards  a  beard),  were  of  a 
thick,  lightifti  colour,’  p.  103  ;  that  his  eyes  were  black  at  twenty-fix, 
but  blue  at  fixty.  He  is  fatisfied  that  Milton  could  take  an  organ  to 
pieces,  and  clean  it,  and  put  it  together  without  help,  p.  1 1 1  ;  this  he 
deduces  from  Par.  Loft,  1.  709  ;  he  thinks  ‘  ducks  and  nods’  in  Comus 
a  fneer  at  the  country  people.  He  mentions  Eve’s  inftituting  a  religious 
order  of  young  women,  who  were  to  continue  virgins,  196  ;  he  fpeaks 
of  Milton’s  great  intimacy  with  Mrs.  Thomfon,  p.  274.  He  confiders 
King  Charles  the  Firft  a  very  proper  perfon  for  Milton  to  prefent  a  poem 
to,  by  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  p.  284.  The  Biography  of 
Milton  reads  very  differently  through  the  medium  of  the  laborious  Mr. 
Todd,  and  the  lepid  Mirter  Peck. 
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of  the  country,  Milton  became  anxious  to  enjoy  the 
learned  fociety  and  the  refined  amufements  of  town. 
c  Excipit  hinc  feffum  finuofi  pompa  Theatri.’  He  writes 
to  Deodati,  c  I  will  tell  you  ferioufly  what  I  defign. — To 
take  chambers  in  one  of  the  inns  of  court,  where  I  may 
have  the  benefit  of  a  pleafant  and  fbady  walk,  and  where 
with  a  few  affociates  I  may  enjoy  more  comfort,  when  I 
choofe  to  flay  at  home,  and  have  a  more  elegant  fociety 
when  I  choofe  to  go  abroad  :  in  my  prefent  fituation  you 
know  in  what  obfcurity  I  am  buried,  and  to  what  incon¬ 
veniences  I  am  expofed/  His  feventh  Elegy  difcovers 
that  thefe  fhady43  and  fuburban  walks  were  enlivened  by 
forms  that  made  no  light  impreflion  even  on  a  fcholar’s 
heart. 

Et  modo  qua  noftri  fpatiantur  in  urbe  Quirites, 

Et  modo  villarum  proxima  rura  placent; 

Turba  frequens,  facieque  iimillima  turba  dearum 
Splendida  per  medias  itque  reditque  vias. 

Haec  ego  non  fugi  fpeftacula  grata  ieverus. 

Impetus  et  quo  me  fert  juvenilis  agor. 

Unam  forte  aliis  fupereminuifte  notabam, 

Principium  noftri  lux  erat  ilia  mali. 

Sic  Venus  optaret  mortalibus  ipfa  videri, 

Sic  regina  deum  conlpicienda  fuit. 

Interea  mifero,  quae  jam  mihi  fola  placebat 
Ablata  eft,  oculis  non  reditura  meis. 

Aft  ego  progredior  tacite  querebundus,  et  excors, 

Et  dubius  volui  faepe  referre  pedem. 


43  In  the  time  of  Milton’s  youth,  the  falhionable  places  of  walking  in 
London  were  Hyde  Park,  and  Gray  s  Inn  Walks.  See  Warton  s  Quo¬ 
tations  from  Sir  A.  Cockaine's  Poems,  p.  47°*  Pro^ufi°nes5  P* 

1 1 3,  he  mentions  the  pleafures  of  London  ;  *  Cum  ex  ea  Urbe  quae  caput 
urbium  eft,  hue  nuper  me  reciperem,  Academici,  deliciarum  omnium, 
quibus  is  locus  fupra  modum  afftuit,  ufque  ad  faginam,  pi  ope  dixerim, 
fatur,  fperabam  mihi  iterum  aliquando  otium  ill ud  Literarium,  quo  ego 
vitae  genere  etiam  cceleftes  animas  gaudere  opinor  ;  eiatque  penitus  in 
animo  jam  tandem  abdere  me  in  Literas,  et  jucundiffimae  Philofophia; 
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Thefe  plans  of  life  were  fuddenly  changed  by  his 
mother’s  death  in  1637, 44  (fhe  was  buried  in  Horton 
Church,)  and  he  then  obtained  his  father’s  permidion  to 
go  abroad.  He  left  England  in  1638,  having  previoufly 
obtained  fome  directions  for  his  travels  from  Sir  Henry 
Wotton  ;45  and  as  a  predding  maxim  of  prudence,  and 
means  of  fafety,  amid  civil  broils,  and  fpiritual  diflendons, 
he  was  dedred  to  recoiled  the  following  fentence,  which 
that  experienced  ftatefman  had  himfelf  received  from  old 
Alberti  Scipione  at  Sienna,  a  Roman  courtier,  who  lived 
in  times  of  danger,  and  had  alfo  imprefled  on  other  tra¬ 
vellers — CI  penderi  ftretti,  ed,  il  vifo  fciolto.’4'3 

On  his  arrival  at  Paris,  by  the  favour  of  Lord  Scuda¬ 
more,  he  was  prefented  to  Grotius,  then  redding  at  the 
French  court,  as  ambadador  from  the  celebrated  queen 
of  Sweden.  Philips  fays,  c  that  Grotius  took  the  vidt 
kindly,  and  gave  him  entertainment  fuitable  to  his  worth, 
and  the  high  commendations  he  had  heard  of  him.7 
After  a  reddence  of  a  fewr  days,  he  proceeded  diredly  to 
Nice,  and  embarked  for  Genoa,47  from  thence  he  paded 


perdius  et  pernox  aflidere,  ita  Temper  alTolet  Laboris  et  Voluptatis  vicifli- 
tudo  amovere  fatietatis  taedium,’  &c. 

44  Mr.  Godwin  fays,  f  There  is  great  confufion  among  all  the  biogra¬ 
phers  of  Milton,  refpe&ing  the  period  of  his  travels,  and  this  confufion 
originates  with  Milton  himfelf.’  See  his  Life  by  Philips ,  p.  357. 

45  See  Wotton' s  Remains ,  p.  342. 

46  ‘Boccha  chiufa,  occhi  aperti.’  The  wifeft  of  men,  fays,  &c. 
v.  J.  Hall's  EJfays,  p.  93.  l2mo.  1646. 

47  SONNET. 

Rife,  Genoa,  rife  in  beauty  from  the  fea. 

Old  Doria’s  blood  is  flowing  in  thy  veins! 

Rife,  peerlefs  in  thy  beauty  !  what  remains 
Of  thy  old  glory  is  enough  for  me. 

Flow  then,  ye  emerald  waters,  bright  and  free! 

And  breathe,  ye  orange  groves,  along  her  plains ; 
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through  Leghorn  and  Pifa  in  his  way  to  Florence.  Mil- 
ton  had  ftudied  the  language  and  literature  of  Italy  with 
peculiar  diligence  and  fuccefs ;  and  at  Florence  he  found 
himfelf  honourably  received  by  the  mod:  enlightened 
perfons,43  as  well  as  by  the  learned  academicians.  He 
formed  a  friendfhip  with  Gaddi,  Carlo  Dati,49  Frefco- 
baldi,  Clementillo,  and  other  ingenious  fcholars,  whofe 
names  are  well  known  in  the  literary  hiftory  of  the  times. 
Dati  prefented  him  with  an  encomiaftic  infcription  in 
Latin,  and  Francini  with  an  Italian  ode.  A  manufcript 
entitled,  c  La  Tina,’  by  Antonio  Malatefti,50  was  alfo  de- 


Ye  fountains,  fparkle  through  her  marble  fanes: 

And  hang  aloft,  thou  rich  and  purple  fky, 

Hang  up  thy  gorgeous  canopy  :  thou  Sun  ! 

Shine  on  her  marble  palaces  that  gleam 
Like  fiver  in  thy  never-dying  beam  : 

*  Think  of  the  years  of  glory  the  has  won  ; 

She  mull  not  fink  before  her  race  is  run, 

Nor  her  long  age  of  conquefl  feem  a  dream. 

Genoa,  April,  1622.  J* *  M. 

48  See  his  verfes  to  his  friend,  Giov.  Sallilli,  ver.  9. 

Haec  ergo  alumnus  ille  Londini  Milto, 

Die  bus  hifce  qui  Juum  tin  queue  nidum 
Venit  feraces  Itali  foli  ad  glebas, 

Vifum  fuperba  cognitas  urbes  fama 
Virofque  dodtaeque  indolem  juventutis. 

See  alfo  his  Epit.  Damonis,  ver.  136. 

Quin  et  noflra  fuas  docuerunt  nomina  fagos 
Et  Datis ,  et  Francinus ,  erant  et  vocibus  ambo 
Et  ftudiis  noti,  Lydorum  fanguinis  ambo. 

49  On  Carlo  Dati,  fee  Walker's  Memoirs  of  Italian  Tragedy,  p.  200, 
4to.  Fabroni  has  written  the  life  of  C.  Dati  in  the  xvi.  vol.  of  Vitee 
Italorum ,  p.  15 — 36  •  where  he  mentions,  among  others,  Milton  s  tefti 
mony  to  Dati’s  character. 

50  The  full  title  of  this  work  is  ‘La  Tina,  Equivoci  Rufticali,  di  An¬ 
tonio  Malatefti,  copofti  nella  fua  Villa  di  Triano,  il  Settembre  ded  anno 
1637.  Sonnetti  Cinquanta,  dedicati  all’  Ill0  Signore  e  Padrone  oftm°  il 
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dicated  to  him  while  he  was  at  Florence,  by  its  author. 
His  vifit  to  the  great  and  injured  Galileo  muft  not  pafs 
unnoticed.  Mod:  of  the  biographers  of  Milton  have 
afierted  that  our  poet  vifited  the  philofopher  in  prifon  ; 
but  the  fuperior  information  of  Mr.  Walker  has  proved 
that  Galileo  was  never  a  prifoner  in  the  inquifition  at 
Florence,  but  was  confined  at  Rome,  and  at  Sienna.51 
After  his  liberation  he  went  to  his  villa  at  Arcetri,  where 
it  is  probable  that  Milton  faw  him. 

From  Florence  he  pafied  to  Sienna,  and  then  to  Rome, 
where  he  refided  two  months,  experiencing  the  civilities, 
and  partaking  the  hofpitality,  of  the  learned  and  the 
great.  L.  Holftenius,  a  laborious  and  eminent  fcholar, 
was  at  that  time  keeper  of  the  Vatican  Library  ;  he  in¬ 
troduced  Milton  to  Cardinal  Barberini,52  who  was  c  the 

Signore  Giovanni  Milton  nobil’  Inghilefe.’  This  manufcript  was  difco- 
vered  by  Mr.  Brand  on  a  book-hall,  it  was  Tent  as  a  prefent  to  the 
Academia  della  Crufca,  but  came  back  to  England,  and  was  fold  by 
Evans  the  audioneer,  in  Pall  Mall.  See  Todd's  Life ,  p.  34.  Mr.  Hollis 
fearched  unfuccefsfully  the  Laurentian  Library  for  fix  Italian  fonnets  of 
Milton,  addreffed  to  his  friend  Clementillo  ;  for  other  Italian  and  Latin 
compofitions,  and  for  his  marble  bull,  faid  to  be  at  Florence,  v.  Wartori s 
Milton ,  p.  333.  Hollis's  Memoirs,  p.  167.  491. 

51  See  Walker' s  Memoir  of  Tafifioni,  p.  238.  After  quoting  a  letter 
from  Galileo  to  his  friend  Vicenzo  Renieri,  he  fays,  (i  I  fhall  offer  no 
apology  for  the  length  of  this  interefling  epiflle,  as  it  feems  to  fettle  a 
long  difputed  point  in  regard  to  the  imprifonment  of  Galileo.  It  fhews 
that  he  was  only  confined  under  an  arrefit,  beneath  the  hofpitable  roofs  of 
his  friends  in  Florence,  Rome,  and  Sienna;  but  never  thrown  into  any 
cfi  the  prifions  belonging  to  the  Inquifition.  Yet  it  has  been  thought  that 
he  was  pining  in  the  damp  and  gloom  of  a  dungeon,  when  Milton  vi¬ 
fited  him  in  1639,  and  Voltaire  afferts  that  he  was  mis  en  prifion.  It  is 
probable  that  Milton  found  him  in  his  villa  at  Arcetri;  he  was  then 
thin,  and  borne  down,  as  Grotius  defcribes  him,  with  age,  perfections, 
and  infirmities,  but  he  was  perfectly  free  from  all  perfonal  reftridions.”  See 
Prof.  Powell  on  Natural  Philofiophy ,  p.  176:  “He  was  not  confegned 
to  a  dungeon ,  but  lodged  in  the  apartments  of  fome  of  its  officers. ” 

62  *  Cardinal  Barberini ;  ’  but  fee  Walker's  Memoir  of  Italian  Tra- 
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peculiar  guardian  or  patron  of  the  Englifh and  who, 
at  a  mufical  entertainment,  waited  for  our  youthful  poet 
at  the  door,  and  prefented  him  with  refpeCfc  to  the  com¬ 
pany.53  Milton  fpeaks  of  the  Cardinal  as  one  c  Cujus 
magnas  virtutes,  re&ique  ftudium  ad  provocandas  item 
omnes  artes  liberales  egregie  comparatum,  femper  mihi 
ob  oculos  verfatur/  Salfilli  and  Selvaggi54  praifed  him 
in  fome  common-place  verfes,  (yet  the  beft,  I  fuppofe, 
which  they  could  give) ;  and  wherever  he  went,  admira¬ 
tion  and  efteem  accompanied  him. 

From  Rome  he  paffed  on  to  Naples,  in  company  with 
a  hermit,  to  whom  he  owed  his  introduction  to  Manfo, 
Marquis  of  Villa,  a  nobleman  of  diftinguifhed  rank  and 
fortune  (who  had  fupported  a  military  character  with 
high  reputation,)  of  unblemifhed  morals,  a  polite  fcholar, 
and  known  to  posterity  as  the  friend,  the  patron,  and 


gedy,  p.  144.  Barberini  was  eledted  Pope  in  1623.  <£The  cardinal  to 
whom  Milton  was  introduced  was  probably  Francifco  Barberini,  one  of 
the  nephews  of  Urban,  who  was  not  only  a  lover  of  mulic,  but  like  his 
uncle,  an  admirer  and  patron  of  literary  merit,  and  therefore  likely  to  feel 
the  attractions  of  fuch  talents  as  Milton  was  endowed  with.  AsDoni, 
Tefti,  and  Bracciolini  were  retainers  of  the  Barberini  family,  when 
Milton  was  at  Rome,  they  were  probably  perfonally  known  to  him.  Had 
he  therefore  kept  a  detailed  account  of  his  travels,  it  might  be  expe&ed 
to  throw  much  light  on  a  brilliant  period  in  the  literary  hiflory  of 
modern  Italy.” 

53  It  was  at  the  concerts  of  Barberini,  that  Milton  heard  Leonora 
Baroni  ling:  who  with  her  mother,  Adriana  of  Mantua,  was  efteemed 
the  firft  finger  in  the  world.  Milton  has  celebrated  her  in  three  Latin 
epigrams.  It  was  the  fafhion  for  all  ingenious  Grangers  who  vilited 
Rome  to  leave  fome  verfes  in  her  praife.  Pietro  della  Valle  who  wrote 
in  1640,  on  the  Mufes  of  his  Time,  fpeaks  of  the  fanciful  and  mafterly 
ltyle  in  which  Leonora  touched  the  Arch  lute  to  her  own  accompani¬ 
ments,  v.  Wanton's  Milton ,  p.  479* 

64  Malone  thinks  that  Dryden’s  lines  under  Milton’s  pifture  were 
an  enlargement  of  Selvaggi’s  diftich.  See  Scott  s  Dryden ,  vol.  xi. 
p.  1 60. 
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the  biographer  of  TafTo.65  To  him  Milton  addreffed  a 
beautiful  Latin  poem,  in  which  he  exprefies  a  hope,  if 
he  could  find  fuch  a  friend  and  patron  as  Manfo,  of 
celebrating  in  verfe  the  exploits  of  King  Arthur  and  his 
knights. 

Siquando  indigenas  revocabo  in  carmina  reges, 

Arturum<\wz  etiam  Tub  terris  bella  moventem  ; 

Aut  dicam  invidlae  fociali  fcedere  menfe, 

Magnanimos  heroas,  et  (O  modo  fpiritus  adfit) 

Frangam  Saxonicas  Britonum  Tub  Marte  phalanges. 

Dr.  Johnfon  very  juftly  fays,  that  this  poem  mu  ft  have 
raifed  a  high  opinion  of  Englifh  elegance  and  literature 
among  the  fcholars  of  Italy. 

From  Naples  he  intended  to  vifit  Sicily  and  Greece  ; 
but  he  now  heard  of  the  commencement  of  the  quarrel 
between  the  king  and  the  parliament :  and  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  haften  home  where  his  countrymen  were  con¬ 
tending  for  their  rights,  rather  than  to  purfue  the  enjoy¬ 
ments  of  more  extended  travel.  c  Turpe  enim  exiftima- 
bam,  dum  mei  cives  de  libertate  dimicarent,  me  animi 
cauia  otiofe  peregrinari.’  He  returned  by  way  of  Rome, 
though  fome  merchants  had  informed  him  of  the  enmity 
of  the  Jefuits  on  account  of  his  freedom  of  converfation  ; 
and  Manfo  was  withheld  from  fhowing  him  fome  favours 
by  the  opinions  which  Milton  had  too  openly  exprefied 


55  TafTo  mentions  Manfo  in  the  twentieth  book  of  his  Gierufal.  Libe - 
rata,  among  other  princes  of  Italy  : — 

f  Fra  Cavalieri  Magnanimi  e  cortefe 
Refplende  il  Manfo/ - 

He  addreffed  to  him  five  fonnets.  Manfo  was  alfo  the  patron  of  Marino  ; 
and  was  the  biographer  of  both  thefe  illuftrious  poets.  Mr.  Walker, 
when  at  Naples,  endeavoured  to  difcover  the  villa  where  Manfo  re¬ 
ceived  the  vifits  of  Milton  and  Taffo.  See  Hift.  Mem .  1799.  App. 
p.  xxvi.  xxxi. 
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on  religious  queftions.  Sir  Henry  Wotton’s  advice  (a 
cc  Delphian  Oracle,  for  fo  I  have  found  it  ”)  though 
negledted,  was  now  feen  to  be  prudent  and  wife ;  but  we 
may  conceive,  that  in  thofe  times  it  was  difficult  to  with¬ 
hold  opinions  on  fubjecds  fo  much  agitated,  affedting  the 
temporal  interefts  of  fome,  and  awakening  the  fpiritual 
alarm  of  others.  The  fchifm  between  the  churches  was 
comparatively  freffi ;  the  Church  of  Rome  reluctantly 
beheld  a  great  and  growing  kingdom  refcued  from  her 
avarice  and  power.56  In  the  freedom  of  opinion,  and  by 
the  difcuffion  of  rights,  ffie  faw  her  fafety  endangered,  or 
her  fplendour  diminiffied.  She  had  foftered  for  her  pro¬ 
tection  a  body  of  men  the  moft  politic,  and  deep  in 
worldly  wifdom,  whofe  exigence  depended  on  her  prof- 
perity  :  we  fhall  not  therefore  be  furprifed  if  a  young 
and  zealous  Proteftant,  who  could  not  well  endure  the 
ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment  of  his  own  country,  ft mple  and 
moderate  as  it  was,  ffiould  give  offence  when  expreffing 
his  feelings  in  the  inmoft  bofom  of  the  Papal  Church,  in 
the  verge  of  the  Vatican,  and  under  the  very  chair  of  St. 
Peter  himfelf.  He  fays,  fpeaking  of  his  conduct  whilft 
in  Italy,57  c  I  laid  it  down  as  a  rule  for  myfelf,  never  to 
begin  a  converfation  on  religion  in  thefe  parts,  but  if  in¬ 
terrogated  concerning  my  faith,  whatever  might  be  the 
confequence,  to  diffemble  nothing.  If  any  one  attacked 
me,  I  defended  in  the  moft  open  manner,  as  before,  the 
orthodox  faith  for  nearly  two  months  more,  in  the  city 
even  of  the  fovereign  Pontiff.’ dS 


Dam  Cathedram  venerande  tuam,  diademaque  triplex 
Ridet  Hyperboreo  gens  barbara  nata  fub  axe, 

Dumque  pharetrati  fpernunt  tua  jura  Britanni. 

Miltoni  Sylv.  Quint.  Nov.  v.  94. 

57  See  Second  Defence  of  the  People,  p.  384,  ed.  Barnet. 

58  In  the  Horat  Subfeciva,  1620,  of  Lord  Chandos,  (or  of  the  Earl 
of  Devonfhire’s  eldeft  fon),  remarks  are  made  on  this  fubjedt,  p.  206,  on 
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In  an  album  of  a  Neapolitan  nobleman,  Camillo  Cer- 
dogni,  redding  at  Genoa  from  1608  to  1640,  among 
other  infcriptions  of  Englifhmen  as  well  as  foreigners,  is 
the  following  of  Milton,  written  in  his  own  ftrong  clear 
hand : — 

*  “  If  virtue  feeble  were, 

Heaven  itfelf  would  ftoope  to  her.” 

Caelum  non  animum  muto  dum  trans  mare  curro. 

Jan.  10,  1639.  Joannes  Miltonius,  Anglus. 

Prefuming  that  the  diftich  from  Comus,  as  well  as  the 
Latin  verfe  from  Horace,  applies  to  himfelf,  and  that 
they  bear  reference  to  the  fame  fubjedt,  we  may  fuppofe 
that  fubjedl  to  be  his  religion  which  he  here  affirms  to  be 
unalterable,  and  that  if  it  were  attacked.  Heaven  would 
lend  its  fupport  to  thofe  who  defended  it.  This  auto¬ 
graph  is  not  only  an  interesting  memorial  of  the  Poet, 
but  a  confirmation  of  his  decifion  and  refolution  in  mat¬ 
ters  connedled  with  the  religion  of  the  reformed  Church, 
if  we  have  rightly  interpreted  the  intent  of  the  lines.  In 
the  fame  volume  is  the  autograph  of  Thomas  Wentworth, 
afterwards  Lord  Strafford,  both  then  in  the  brilliant 
morning  of  their  lives  :  both  purfuing  in  youthful  emula- 


a  Difcourfe  of  Rome.  “I  do  not  thinke  it  unneceflary  to  fay  fomething 
of  the  fafety  and  danger  for  an  EngliJbjnan  to  travell  thither.  ...  It  is 
true  that  for  fome  Perfons  there  can  be  no  place  in  the  world  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  for  them  to  come  in  as  this ;  and  they  are  fuch,  as  have  bee'n 
noted  either  to  have  been  Perfecutors  of  them,  violently  addifted  againft 
them,  or  fuch  as  have  oppofed  them  by  public  difputation,  or  writing  in 
manner  of  controverfie ;  for  that  it  is  certain,  if  they  be  found,  they  fhall 
be  either  brought  into  the  Inquifition  or  forced  to  be  reconciled  to  their 
Church;  and  yet  I  do  not  think  it  is  impoflible  for  any  of  this  fort  to 
make  a  voyage  thither,  and  never  be  furprifed.  But  then  they  mull 

neither  publifh  their  purpofe  nor  time,  &c.”  “ - If  a  man  in  his  going 

thither,  converfe  with  Italians  and  difcufs  or  difpute  his  religion,  he  is 
fure,  unlefs  he  fly,  to  be  complained  on,  and  brought  within  the  Inquifi¬ 
tion, ”  &c. 
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tion  the  arts  of  peace  ;  both  wandering  in  the  enchanted 
Land  of  Song,  enriching  their  minds  with  all  the  ancient 
or  modern  mufe  could  beftow  ;  one  as  yet  guiltlefs  of 
trampling  on  the  liberties  of  his  afflibled  country,  and  one 
whohadnotthenearned  the  noble  pre-eminenceof  (landing 
forth  as  the  unbought  champion  of  her  injured  rights. 
Perhaps  the  following  paSTage  may  be  considered  as  a  juft 
commentary  on  the  Poetry  : — cc  In  all  the  places  in  which 
vice  meets  with  fo  little  difcouragement,  and  is  protected 
with  fo  little  Shame,  I  never  once  turned  from  the  path  of 
integrity  and  virtue,  and  perpetually  reflected  that  though 
my  conducft  might  efcape  the  notice  of  men,  it  could  not 
elude  the  infpedlion  of  God.” 

Milton  Stayed  about  two  months  at  Rome,  and  purfued 
his  journey  without  moleftation  to  Florence.  He  then 
viftted  Lucca,  and  fpent  a  month  at  Venice.  There  he 
Shipped  for  England  the  collection  of  books  and  mufic59 
which  he  had  formed,  and  travelled  to  Geneva,  which, 
Johnfon  obferves, <f  he  probably  considered  as  the  metro¬ 
polis  of  orthodoxy.” 

At  Geneva  he  became  acquainted  with  John  Deodati,a> 
and  Frederic  Spanheim,  the  father  of  the  eminently 


59  As  regards  Milton’s  attention  to  painting,  Mr.  Walker  fays,  <£  Se¬ 
veral  of  the  immortal  works  of  Guido,  Raffaelle,  and  M.  Angelo,  may 
be  traced  in  the  Paradife  Loft,  and  he  inftances  708-719  of  the  third 
book,  taken  from  Raffaelle  in  the  Vatican,  called  La  Biblia  de  Raffaelle .” 
v.  Mem.  of  Italian  Tragedy,  p.  166.  But  Mr.  Coleridge  fays,  on  the 
other  hand,  “  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  in  no  part  of  his  writings  does 
Milton  take  any  notice  of  the  great  painters  of  Italy,  nor  indeed  of  paint¬ 
ing  as  an  art,  while  every  other  page  breathes  his  love  and  tafte  for  mulic. 
Yet  in  one  pafi’age  in  P.  Loft  he  has  certainly  copied  the  frefco  of  the 
Creation  in  the  Siftine  Chapel  at  Rome.”  v.  P.  L.  vii.  263.  v.  Table 
Talk,  vol.  ii.  p.  83. 

60  See  fome  account  of  this  Giov.  Deodati,  of  his  preaching  at  Venice 
in  a  trooper’s  drefs,  and  converting  a  Venetian  courtefan,  in  Wanton's 
Milton ,  p.  548.  He  was  uncle  of  ‘  Charles,’  mentioned  below. 
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learned  fcholar  and  antiquary,  whom  Milton  fubfequently 
knew.  He  now  patted  through  France,  and  returned 
home  after  an  abfence  of  fifteen  months.  Of  his  habitual 
purity  of  morals,  and  fanblity  of  character,  when  abroad, 
he  has  himfelf  informed  us  in  the  words  I  lately  quoted. 
f  Deum  hie  rurfus  teftem  in  vocem,  me  his  omnibus  in 
locis  ubi  turn  multa  licent,  ab  omni  flagitio  ac  Probro, 
integrum  atque  inta&um  vixitte,  illud  perpetuo  cogitan- 
tem,  fi  hominum  latere  oculos  pottem,  Dei  certe  non 
potte/ 

On  his  return  he  heard  of  the  death  of  Charles  Deo- 
dati,61  and  he  has  recorded  the  affedlion  which  he  felt  for 
his  friend,  in  the  Epitaphium  Lamonis. 

Nec  dum  aderat  Thyrjis,  paftorem  fcilicet  ilium 
Dulcis  amor  mufae  Thufca  retinebat  in  urbe, 

Aft  ubi  mens  expleta  domum,  pecorifque  relidli 
Cura  vocat,  limul  aflueta  feditque  Tub  ulmo, 

Turn  vero  amiftum,  turn  denique  fentit  amicum.62 

Some  pattages  in  this  poem  are  borrowed  from  the  Aminta 
of  Tatto  ;  a  few  more  lines,  alluding  to  his  recent  travels, 
I  fhall  quote. 

Heu  quis  me  ignotas  traxit  vagus  error  in  oras 
Ire  per  aereas  rupes,  Alpemcpiz  nivofam  ! 

Ecquid  erat  tanti  Rojnam  vidifle  fepultam  ? 

(Quamvis  ilia  foret,  qualem  dum  vileret  olim, 

Tityrus  ipfe  fuas,  et  oves  et  rura  reliquit;) 


61  C.  Deodati  was  a  native  of  England,  but  of  an  Italian  family,  which 
came  originally  from  Lucca ;  but  in  its  laft  generation  eftablifhed  at  Ge¬ 
neva.  His  father,  Theodore,  came  early  in  life  to  England,  married  a 
lady  of  family  and  fortune,  and  pradlifed  as  a  phyfician.  The  fon  was 
bred  to  the  fame  profeflion,  and  fettled  in  Chefhire.  See  fome  further 
account  in  Todd's  Milton ,  vol.  vi.  p.  173.  360.  The  two  Greek  let¬ 
ters  of  Deodati,  poftefied  by  Toland,  are  now  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum, 
(MS.  Add.  No.  5017.  f.  71,)  and  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this 
Memoir. 

62  v.  Ep.  Damonis ,  ver.  12. 
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Ut  te  tarn  dulci  poflem  caruifTe  fodale 
Pofiem  tot  maria  alta,  tot  interponere  montes, 

Tot  fylvas,  tot  faxa  tibi,  fluviofque  fonantes. 

Ah  certe  extremum  licuiiTet  tangere  dextram, 

Et  bene  compofttos  placide  morientis  ocellos, 

Et  dixifle  tf  vale,  noftri  memor,  ibis  ad  aftra.” 
***** 

O  ego  quantus  eram,  gelidi  cum  ftratus  ad  Ami 
Murmura,  populeumque  nemus,  qua  mollior  herba, 

Carpere  nunc  violas,  nunc  fummas  carpere  myrtos, 

Et  potui  Lycidee  certantem  audire  Menalcam  ! 

In  thefe  verfes63  he  repeats  his  deftgn  of  writing  an  epic 
poem  on  fome  part  of  the  ancient  Britifti  hiftory.  Dr. 
Johnfon  has  obferved  that  this  c  poem  is  written  with  the 
common  but  childifh  imitation  of  paftoral  life/64  As  it 
is  not  however  intended  deeply  to  move  the  fources  of  our 
fympathy,  or  to  come  acrofs  a  ftrong  and  recent  forrow,65 
but  to  exprefs,  as  in  Lycidas ,  in  a  pleafing  and  gentle 
manner,  the  poet’s  affedtion  and  regret ;  the  paftoral 
veil,  in  imitation  of  ancient  poetry,  and  of  later  Italian 
models,  is  not  inelegantly  aftumed.  Befides,  as  Warton 
obferves,  cthe  common  topics  are  recommended  by  a 
novelty  of  elegant  expreflion  ;  fome  paftages  wander  far 
beyond  the  bounds  of  bucolic  fong,  and  are  in  his  own 
original  ftyle  of  the  more  fublime  poetry.’  He  might 
{peak  of  its  purpofe  as  he  does  in  his  Prolujions  (p.  91)  of 
the  Province  of  Hiftory ;  c  Nunc  inquietos  animi  tumultus 
fedat  et  componit,  nunc  delibutum  gaudio  reddit,  mox 


63  See  ver.  16 1 — 167. 

64  As  regards  the  imitation  of  Paftoral  Life,  numerous  are  the  high 
authorities  that  Milton  could  give,  as  Buchanani  Sylvie,  Defid.  Tortaei, 
Defid.  Lutitice ,  Danheufii  Thyrfis ,  Bucolica  in  Obitum  Scaligeri  Tbuani , 

&c. 

65  ‘  Methinks,  faid  Sancho,  the  thoughts  that  give  way  to  verfes  are 
not  very  troublefome.  Therefore  verfify  as  much  as  you  lift,  and  I’ll 
Jleep  as  much  as  I  can/  Don  Quixote ,  vol.  iv.  pp.  212.  (Shelton’s 

Tranfl.) 


xl 


LIFE  OF  MILTON. 


evocat  lachrymas,  fed  mites  eas  et  pacatas,  et  quas  moeftas 
nefcio  quid  voluptatis  fecum  afferant/ 

Milton's  return  to  England  took  place  about  the  time 
of  Charles’s  fecond  expedition  againft  the  Scots,  in  which 
his  forces  were  defeated  by  General  Lefty,  in  the  month 
of  Auguft,  1639,  an<^  therefore  not  long  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  long  parliament.  In  a  Bible,  once  in  the  pof- 
feftion  of  Mr.  Blackburn,  and  which  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  companion  of  Milton’s  travels,  are  fome  manu- 
fcript  remarks,  dated  Canterbury,  1639,  among  which  is 
a  quotation  from  1  Maccabees  xiv.  16  :  4  Now  when  it 
was  heard  at  Rome,  and  as  far  as  Sparta,  that  Jonathan 
was  dead,  they  were  very  forry.’ 

When  that  day  of  death  fhall  come, 

Then  fhall  nightly  fhades  prevaile ; 

Soon  fhall  love  and  mulick  faile  ; 

Soone  the  frefh  turfe’s  tender  blade 
Shall  flourifh  on  my  fleeping  fhade. 

Of  the  authenticity  of  thefe  remarks,  and  of  the  book 
having  been  the  property  of  Milton,  reafonable  doubts 
have  been  entertained  ;  but  I  confider  it  my  duty  not  to 
pafs  over  in  filence  a  circumftance  which  has  been  recorded 
and  credited  by  the  mo  ft  induftrious  and  inquifttive  among 
the  biographers  of  the  Poet.60  67 

He  now  hired  a  lodging  in  St.  Bride’s  Churchyard, 
Fleet-ftreet,  at  the  houfe  of  one  Ruflell,  a  tailor,  and  un¬ 
dertook  the  education  of  his  two  nephews,  John  and 
Edward  Philips.08  Finding  his  rooms  inconvenient,  and 


66  See  Todd's  Life  (firft  edit.)  p.  39,  Gent.  Mag.  July,  Sept.  Odf. 
1792,  Feb.  1790,  March,  1803,  p.  190,  and  Hawkins’s  Note  in  New- 
ton's  Lifey  p.  ciii. 

67  In  this  Bible  are  two  little  drawings  of  a  profile,  with  Milton’s 
name  annexed,  and  one  of  them  infcribed — Myfelf,  1640. 

68  Their  mother  had  married  again,  therefore  Milton  might  feel  it  his 
duty  to  take  thefe  boys  under  his  care.  They  lived  with  him  about  five 
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not  large  enough  for  his  books,  he  foon  removed  into  a 
handfome  garden-houfe  in  Alderfgate-ftreet,  free  from  the 
noife  and  difturbance  of  pafiengers,69  and  received  fome  of 
his  friends’  fons  to  be  inftrudted  and  educated  by  him.  His 
father  was  dill  living,  the  allowance  which  he  received 
was  (mail,  and  he  fupplied  its  deficiencies  by  a  refpedlable 
employment.  The  expenfe  of  his  travels,  to  which  he 
has  alluded  in  one  of  his  tradls,  probably  rendered  it  ne- 
cefiary  for  him  to  abftain  from  prefimg  more  deeply  on 
the  limited  refources  of  his  father.  c  My  life/  he  fays, 
c  has  not  been  unexpenfive,  in  learning  and  voyaging 
about.’  The  Aubrey  Letters  mention  that  Milton  went 
to  the  univerfity  at  his  own  charges  only,  but  in  his  Latin 
Epiftle  to  his  father,  ver.  77,  he  fays  : 

Tuo  pater  op  time  fumptu 
Cum  mihi  Romule<e  patuit  facundia  linguae, 

Et  Latii  veneres,  et  quae  Jovis  ora  decebant, 


or  fix  years.  Mr.  Godwin  thinks  John  Philips's  Scarronides  (1664) 
was  written  in  an  excefiive  fpirit  of  fpite  and  malignity  againft  Milton, 
v.  Life  of  Philips ,  p.  148.  As  long  as  he  lived  he  never  relaxed  in  his 
unnatural  animofity  againft  his  uncle,  p.  157.  Mr.  Godwin  calls  him  a 
fhamelefs  unfeeling  buffoon,  p.  161.  Milton  made  his  nephews  i'ong- 
fters,  and  fing  from  the  time  they  were  with  him.  v.  Aubrey  Let.  3. 
446.  In  John  Philips's  Don  Quixote ,  p.  361,  there  is  this  paflage,  not 
previoufiy  noticed  : — “As  for  the  modern  Poets  he  allows  very  few  of 
them  to  be  worth  a  ftraw  ;  among  the  reft  he  has  a  particular  peek  againft 
Du  Bartas  and  Paradfe  Loji ,  which  he  fays  has  neither  rhyme  nor  rea- 
fonf  See. 

60  Philips  fays,  ‘  He  made  no  long  ftay  in  his  lodgings  in  St.  Bride’s 
Churchyard,  neceffity  of  having  a  place  to  difpofe  his  books  in,  and  other 
goods  fit  for  the  furnifhing  of  a  good  handfome  houfe,  haftening  him  to 
take  one  ;  and  accordingly  a  pretty  garden-houfe  he  took  in  Alderfgate- 
St.  at  the  end  of  an  entry,  and  therefore  the  fitter  for  his  turn,  by  therea- 
fon  of  the  privacy,  befides  that  there  were  few  Jlreets  in  London  more 
free  from  noife  than  that.'  v.  p.  lii.  Al.  Gill,  his  old  tutor,  being 
driven  from  St.  Paul’s,  fet  up  a  private  fchool  in  the  fame  ftreet.  Wood's 
Ath.  Ox.  ii.  22 
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Grandia  magniloquis  data  vocabula  Gratis , 

Addere  fuajifti  quos  j  aft  at  Gallia  fores. 

#  #  #  #  # 

Per  te  nofTe  licet,  per  te,  fi  noffe  libebit,  See. 

The  fyftem  of  education  which  he  adopted  was  deep 
and  comprehenflve,  it  promifed  to  teach  fcience  with  lan¬ 
guage  ;  or  rather  to  make  the  ftudy  of  languages  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  acquifition  of  fcientific  knowledge.  Dr. 
Johnfon  has  feverely  cenfured  this  method  of  inftru&ion, 
but  with  arguments  that  might  not  unfuccefsfully  be  met. 
The  plan  recommended  by  the  authority  of  Milton  feems 
to  be  chiefly  liable  to  objedlion,  from  being  too  exten- 
five  ;  and  while  it  makes  authors  of  all  ages  contribute  to 
the  development  of  fcience ;  it  muft  rejebt  that  careful 
feledtion,  which  can  alone  fecure  the  proper  cultivation  of 
the  tafte.  We  may  alfo  reply  to  Johnfon,  that  although 
all  men  are  not  defigned  to  be  aftronomers,  or  geometri¬ 
cians  :  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  on  which  the  fciences 
are  built,  and  the  reafonings  by  which  they  are  conduced, 
not  only  forms  the  moftexadl  difeipline  which  the  mind  can 
undergo,  giving  to  it  comprehenflon  and  vigour ;  but  is 
the  only  folid  bafls  on  which  an  inveftigation  of  the  laws 
of  nature  can  be  conduced,  or  thofe  arts  improved  that 
tend  to  the  advantage  of  fociety,  and  the  happinefs  of 
mankind.  Johnfon  fays,  we  are  not  placed  here  to  watch 
the  growth  of  plants,  or  the  motion  of  the  ftars,  but  to 
do  good.  But  good  is  done  in  various  ways,  according  to 
opportunities  offered,  and  abilities  conferred;  a  man  whofe 
natural  difpofltion,or  the  circumflancesof  whofe  education 
lead  him  to  purfue  aftronomical  difeoveries,  or  the  fublime 
fpeculations  of  geometry,  is  emphatically  doing  good  to 
others,  as  he  is  extending  the  boundaries  of  knowledge, 
and  to  himfelf,  as  he  is  directing  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  fubjedts  of  the  moft  exalted  contemplation. 

But  if  the  word  c  good  ’  is  reftribted  to  the  performance 
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of  charitable  aCtions,  or  the  fulfilment  of  moral  duties,  we 
may  afk,  what  oppofition  is  there  between  the  practice  of 
virtue  and  the  purfuit  of  fcience  ?  Every  man  is  bound 
by  the  laws  of  God,  and  the  defign  of  his  creation  to  do 
good,  for  this  purpofe  was  he  placed  here  ;  but  are  men 
of  fcience  therefore  unfitted  for  the  performance  of  their 
civil  and  religious  duties,  are  they  on  account  of  their  en¬ 
largement  of  mind  or  their  fublime  fpeculations  lefs  vir¬ 
tuous,  lefs  felf-denying,  or  lefs  benevolent  than  others? 
Is  not  their  occupation  itfelf  almoft  a  fchool  of  virtue  : 
leffons  of  civil  wifdom,  and  maxims  of  prudential  conduct 
will  be  learnt  by  all,  and  is  not  a  man  eminently  doing 
good,  who  is  fubduing  the  wild  powers  of  nature  under 
the  dominion  of  fkill,  diminifbing  the  extent  of  human  fuf- 
fering,  or  difiipating  ignorance ;  like  Franklin  difarming 
the  lightning  of  its  fires,  or  like  Watt  binding  an  element 
of  tremendous  power  into  a  fafe  and  commodious  form  ; 
whofe  future  effects  on  the  focial  fyftem  of  the  world, 
even  the  eye  of c  trembling  Hope’  dares  not  follow.  The 
philofopher  whofe  difcoveries  in  fcience  can  facilitate  the 
communication  between  diftant  nations,  and  carry  the  arts 
of  civilized  life  into  the  bofom  of  the  defert,  may  well  be 
called  the  benefactor  of  mankind  ;  and  what  fatal  delu- 
fions  may  have  been  expelled  by  him,  who  could  firfi: 
calculate  with  precifion  the  regularity  of  the  comet’s  re¬ 
turn  ?  The  moft  abftraCt  and  exalted  departments  of 
fcience  are  the  foundation  of  thofe  inventions,  that  are  of 
practical  benefit  and  vulgar  ufe.70 


70  'Jobnfori's  Life  of  Milton  is  written  with  hisufual  vigour  of  thought 
and  clearnefs  of  expreffion  ;  it  abounds  with  many  juft  and  ftriking  od- 
fervations ;  but  it  is  deeply  coloured  with  prejudice,  and  the  realoning  is 
fometimes  fophiftical  and  incorredt.  I  am  fupported  in  this  opinion  by 
Mr.  Hawkins;  fee  Pref.  to  Newton's  Milton ,  p.  25.  ed.  1824.  Yet  I 
do  not  approve  of  the  fpirit  or  manner  of  Arc’nd.  Blackburne’s  obferva- 
tions. 
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To  a  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers,'1 
Milton  added  a  cultivation  of  the  eaftern  languages,  the 
Chaldee,  Syriack,  and  Hebrew  :  he  made  his  pupils  <c  go 
through  the  Pentateuch  and  gain  an  entrance  into  the 
Targum  c  Nor  were  the  bed:  Italian  and  French  authors 
forgotten.  One  part  of  his  method,  fays  Johnfon,  deferves 
general  imitation,  he  was  careful  to  inftrudt  his  fcholars  in 
religion.  Every  Sunday  was  fpent  upon  theology,  of 
which  he  dictated  a  fhort  fcheme  gathered  from  the  writers 
that  were  then  fafhionable  in  the  Dutch  univerfities/  The 
Medulla  Theologize  of  William  Ames,72  a  Puritan,  and  the 
Compendium  Theologize  of  Wollebius,  were  the  books  ufed. 
Pearce  has  obferved,  that  Fagius  was  Milton’s  favourite 
annotator  on  the  Bible. 

Once  in  three  or  four  weeks  he  relaxed  from  his  fpare 
diet  and  hard  fludy,  and  palled  a  day  of  indulgence  with 
fome  young  fparks  of  his  acquaintance,  the  chief  of  whom, 
his  nephew  fays,  f  were  Mr.  Alphry  and  Mr.  Miller,  the 
beaux  of  thofe  times,  but  nothing  near  fo  bad  as  thofe 
now-a-days  ;  with  thefe  gentlemen  he  made  fo  far  free 
with  his  body,  as  now  and  then  to  keep  a  gaudy  day/ 

I  am  now  to  pafs  to  that  period  of  Milton’s  life,  in 
which  he  fir  ft  engaged  in  the  controverlies  of  the  times ; 
and  publifhed  a  Treatife  on  Reformation,  in  1641,  in  two 
books,  againft  the  Bilhops73  and  Eftablifhed  Church ; 

71  For  the  Greek  and  Latin  writers  read  and  admired  by  Milton,  fee 
Birch’ s  Life  of  Milton,  p.  xxiii. 

72  Arnes’ s  Medulla  was  a  book  much  read,  as  was  also  Tileni  Syn¬ 
tagma.  See  Life  ofDr.  Harris  in  S.  Clarke’ s  Lives,  p.  314.  1662.  4to. 

73  Dr.  Symmons  confiders  Milton  as  the  leader  of  the  attack  againft 
the  prelates;  his  tutor  Young  had  been  one  of  the  victims  of  the  pri¬ 
mate’s  intolerance  ;  and  Milton  entered  in  his  career,  with  the  blended 
feeling  of  private  and  public  wrong,  v.  Life ,  p.  226.  The  fadt  was,  the 
Puritans  were  probably  not  equal  to  fuch  men  asUfher,  Hall,  Bramhall, 
and  others  of  the  eftablifhed  religion  in  theological  learning  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  Ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  as  may  be  feen  by  reading  the  controverfy; 
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‘  being  willing/  he  fays,  c  to  help  the  Puritans  who  were 
inferior  to  the  Prelates  in  learning  /  in  this,  his  earlieft 
publication  in  profe,  he  throws  out  a  hint  at  fomething 
like  his  great  poem,  that  might  hereafter  be  expected 
from  him.74  c  Then  amidft  the  hymns  and  hallelujahs  of 
Saints,  Jome  one  may  perhaps  be  heard  offering  at  high 
drains,  in  new  and  lofty  meafures  to  fing,  and  celebrate 
thy  divine  mercies,  and  marvellous  judgments  in  this  land 
throughout  all  ages.’ 

In  1641,  Hall,  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  a  learned,  witty, 
and  eloquent  writer,  at  the  requeft  of  Laud,  published 
An  Humble  Remonftrance  in  Favour  of  Epifcopacy ,  and  the 
King  expreffed  himfelf  much  gratified  with  this  work. 
Five  minifters,  under  the  title  of  Smedtymnuus70  (a  word 
formed  from  the  hrft  letters  of  their  names),  wrote  an 
anfwer,  of  which  the  learned  and  venerable  Archbifhop 


and  they  were  glad  even  of  Milton’s  eloquence;  for  that  was  all  he 
brought  them:  and  all  the  young  fcholar  could  be  expeded  to  bring. 
‘  Nec  adhuc  maturus  Achilles.’ 

74  Dr.  Johnfon  (fays  Mr.  Gifford,  quoting  a  paffage  in  the  Treatife  on 
Reformation  againft  the  Bifhops,)  ufes  the  language  of  forbearance,  when 
rifing  from  the  perufal  of  this  fiendlike  curling,  he  merely  obferved, — 
“  Such  was  Milton’s  controverfial  malignity,  that  hell  grew  blacker  at 
his  frown.”  v.  B.  Jonfon' s  Works ,  vol.  vi.  p.  260. 

7*  Stephen  Marfhall,  Edward  Calamy, Thomas  Young,  Mathew  New¬ 
comen,  and  William  Spurflow.  In  the  Church  Regifter  of  Great 
Hampden,  Bucks,  is  the  following  entry: — Wm.  Spurflow  fucceeded  to 
the  Redory  of  Great  Hampden  in  1637.  He  was  one  of  thofe  heroes 
who  wrote  againft  the  Church  Eftablifhment.  They  were  five  in  num¬ 
ber,  viz.,  Stephen  Marfhal,  Edward  Calamy,  Thos.  Young,  Matthew 
Newcome,  and  the  above-mentioned  Wm.  Spurflow.  The  initial  letters 
of  their  names  formed  the  cant  word  Smedymnus  (uus),  as  celebrated 
by  Hudibras.  This  worthy  continued  till  1642,  when,  according  to  the 
phrafeology  of  the  times,  “God  gave  him  a  call  to  a  far  greater  living.” 
This  entry  was  obligingly  furnifhed  to  the  writer  by  the  Redor  of  the 
Parifh,  Rev.  Charles  Lloyd.  See  on  this  fubjed  Bowles' s  Life  of  Bijhop 
Ken ,  vol.  i.  p.  62-66. 
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f  being  willing/  he  fays,  f  to  help  the  Puritans  who  were 
inferior  to  the  Prelates  in  learning  /  in  this,  his  earlieft 
publication  in  profe,  he  throws  out  a  hint  at  fomething 
like  his  great  poem,  that  might  hereafter  be  expected 
trom  him.74  c  Then  amidft  the  hymns  and  hallelujahs  of 
Saints,  fome  one  may  perhaps  be  heard  offering  at  high 
ftrains,  in  new  and  lofty  meafures  to  ling,  and  celebrate 
thy  divine  mercies,  and  marvellous  judgments  in  this  land 
throughout  all  ages.’ 

In  1641,  Hall,  Bifhop  of  Norwich,  a  learned,  witty, 
and  eloquent  writer,  at  the  requeft  of  Laud,  publifhed 
An  Humble  Remonjlrance  in  Favour  of  Epifcopacy ,  and  the 
King  expreffed  himfelf  much  gratified  with  this  work. 
Five  minifters,  under  the  title  of  Smedtymnuus70  (a  word 
formed  from  the  fir  ft  letters  of  their  names),  wrote  an 
anfwer,  of  which  the  learned  and  venerable  Archbifhop 


and  they  were  glad  even  of  Milton’s  eloquence;  for  that  was  all  he 
brought  them:  and  all  the  young  fcholar  could  be  expeded  to  bring. 
‘  Nec  adhuc  maturus  Achilles.’ 

74  Dr.  Jonnfon  (fays  Mr.  Gifford,  quoting  a  paffage  in  the  Ereatife  on 
Reformation  againil  the  Bifhops,)  ufes  the  language  of  forbearance,  when 
riling  from  the  perulal  of  this  fiendlike  curling,  he  merely  obferved, — 
lc  Such  was  Milton’s  controverfial  malignity,  that  hell  grew  blacker  at 
his  frown.”  v.  B.  Jonfofs  Works ,  vol.  vi.  p.  260. 

7*  Stephen  Marfhall,  Edward  Calamy, Thomas  Young,  Mathew  New¬ 
comen,  and  William  Spurftow.  In  the  Church  Regifter  of  Great 
Hampden,  Bucks,  is  the  following  entry: — Wm.  Spurftow  fucceeded  to 
the  Redory  of  Great  Hampden  in  1637.  He  was  one  of  thofe  heroes 
who  wrote  againft  the  Church  Eftablifhment.  They  were  five  in  num¬ 
ber,  viz.,  Stephen  Marfhal,  Edward  Calamy,  Thos.  Young,  Matthew 
Newcome,  and  the  above-mentioned  Wm.  Spurftow.  The  initial  letters 
of  their  names  formed  the  cant  word  Smedymnus  (uus),  as  celebrated 
by  Hudibras.  This  worthy  continued  till  1642,  when,  according  to  the 
phrafeology  of  the  times,  ft  God  gave  him  a  call  to  a  far  greater  living.” 
This  entry  was  obligingly  furnifhed  to  the  writer  by  the  Redor  of  the 
Parifh,Rev.  Charles  Lloyd.  See  on  this  fubjed  Bowles'’ s  Life  of  Bijhop 
Ken ,  vol.  i.  p.  62-66. 
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U flier76  publifhed  a  confutation,  called  The  Apofolical 
Inftitution  of  Epijcopacy  ;  to  this  confutation  Milton  replied 
in  his  Treatife  of  Frelatical  Epijcopacy.  The  point  at 
iffue  was  the  divine  or  human  origin  of  epifcopacy,  as 
a  peculiar  order  in  the  church,  invefted  with  fpiritual 
rights  and  powers,  diffcinct  in  kind,  and  pre-eminent  in 
degree.  He  added  to  this  reply  another  performance, 
called  The  Reajon  of  Church  Government 77  urged  againft 
Prelacy.  Bifhop  Hall  publifhed  a  defence  of  the  Hum¬ 
ble  Remonftrancey  well  written  and  clofely  argued  ;  and 
Milton  wrote  animadverfions  upon  it.  Thefe  treatifes 
were  publifhed  in  the  year  1641. 78  It  was  in  his  Reajon 
of  Church  Government  that  he  difcovered,  as  Johnfon  ob- 
ferves,  his  high  opinion  of  his  own  powers,  and  promifed 
to  undertake  fomething  that  may  be  of  fervice  and  honour 
to  his  country.  This  (he  faid)  is  not  to  be  obtained  but 
by  devout  prayer  to  that  Eternal  Spirit,  that  can  en¬ 
rich  with  all  utterance  and  knowledge,  and  fends  out  his 
Seraphim  with  the  hallowed  fire  of  his  altar,  to  touch  and 
purify  the  lips  of  whom  he  pleafes.  To  this  muff  be 
added  induftrious  and  felect  reading,  fleady  obfervation, 
and  infight  into  all  feemly  and  generous  arts  and  affairs ; 
till  which  in  fome  meafure  be  compaffed,  I  refufe  not  to 
fuftain  this  expectation.  c  From  a  promife  like  this,’  fays 
his  biographer,  4  at  once  fervid,  pious,  and  rational,  might 
be  expected  the  Paradife  LoftP 

In  1642  he  clofed  the  controverfy  which  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  by  an  Apology  for  Smeffymnuus ,  in  anfwer  to  the 
confutation  of  his  animadverfions,  written,  as  he  fuppofed. 


76  Ufher,  Gataker,  and  Reynolds,  were  the  three  Proteftant  divines  in 
England,  who  had  the  greatefh  reputation  on  the  continent  for  their 
learning  ;  fee  C atomies*  Mel.  Gurieux ,  p.  834.  Their  three  rivals  abroad, 
among  the  Proteftants,  for  erudition,  were  Blondel,  Petitus,  and  Bochart. 

77  See  Summons's  Life ,  p.  234. 

78  See  HalPs  Works ,  ed.  Pratt,  vol.  ix.  p.  641. 
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by  Bifhop  Hall  or  his  fon.  His  friendfhip  for  Young79 
probably  led  him  into  the  field  of  controverfy  ;  for  he 
owns  that  he  ‘  was  not  difpofed  to  this  manner  of  writing, 
wherein  knowing  myfelf  inferior  to  myfelf,  led  by  the 
genial  power  of  nature  to  another  talk,  I  have  the  ufe,  as 
I  may  account  it,  but  of  my  left  hand/  f  Weapons,’  fays 
one  of  his  biographers,  ‘more  effedtual  than  pens  were  now 
drawn  againfi:  the  church,  and  expofed  by  the  injudicious 
condudt  of  fome  of  its  prelates,  it  fell  under  the  afiault. 
If  argument  and  reafon  could  have  prevailed,  the  refult 
would  probably  have  been  different.  The  learning  of 
Ufher,  and  the  wit  of  Hall,  certainly  preponderated  in 
the  contefi:,  and  they  feem  to  have  been  felt  not  only  by 
the  Smettymnuan  divines,  but  by  Milton  himfelf.  If  the 
church  at  this  crifis  could  have  been  upheld  by  the  ability 
of  her  fons,  it  would  have  been  fupported  by  thofe  ad¬ 
mirable  prelates,  but  numbers,  exafperation,  and  enthu- 
fiafm  were  againfi;  them.’80 

The  main  purpofe  which  Milton  had  in  view  in  thefe 
different  publications,  was  to  alter  the  Epifcopal  form  of 
the  church  and  to  affimilate  it  to  the  fimpler,  and,  as  he 
deemed,  the  apoftolical  model  of  the  reformed  churches 
in  other  countries  ;  to  join  with  them  in  exadtnefs  of  dis¬ 
cipline,  as  we  do  in  purity  of  dodlrine.  But  as  in  thefe 
churches,  the  Prefbyterian  difcipline  was  united  to  a  re¬ 
publican  form  of  government,  he  therefore  attempts  to 
prove  that  the  exifience  of  the  hierarchy  adds  nothing  to 
the  fecurity  or  the  proper  fplendour  of  the  throne  ;  that 
the  fall  of  Prelacy  could  not  fhake  the  leaf!  fringe  that 


79  Toland  fays  of  his  Reafcn  for  Church  G ov eminent, c  the  eloquence 
is  mafculine,  the  method  is  natural,  the  fentiments  are  free,  and  the  whole 
(God  knows)  appears  to  have  a  very  different  force  from  what  the  non- 
conformifl  divines  wrote  in  thofe  days,  or  fince  that  time,  on  the  fame 
fubjeft.’  v.  Life ,  p.  12. 

80  See  Symmons’s  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  240. 
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borders  the  royal  canopy.  He  denies  the  apoftolical  in- 
ftitution  of  bifhops,  and,  as  he  argues  for  the  greateft 
degree  of  honeft  liberty  in  religion,  as  in  other  inftitutions, 
he  urges  that  prelacy  is  the  natural  agent  and  minifter  of 
tyranny.  He  advocates  the  fweeteft  and  mildeft  manner 
of  paternal  difcipline,  the  independent  minidry  of  each 
congregation  ;  and  he  wifhes  the  Angel  of  the  Gofpel  to 
ride  on  his  way,  doing  his  proper  bulinefs,  conquering  the 
high  thoughts  and  proud  reafonings  of  the  flefh.  As  long 
as  the  church  (he  fays),  in  true  imitation  of  Chrift,  can 
be  content  to  ride  upon  an  afs,  carrying  herfelf  and  her 
government  along  in  a  mean  and  fimple  guife,  Ihe  may 
be,  as  fhe  is,  a  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  in  her  hu¬ 
mility  all  men  will,  with  loud  hofannahs,  confefs  her 
greatnefsd  When  his  opponents  urged  the  learning  of 
the  Univerfity  and  the  clergy,  he  faid,  ‘  that  God  will  not 
fuffer  true  learning  to  be  wanting,  when  true  grace  and 
obedience  to  him  abounds;  for  if  he  give  us  to  know  him 
aright,  and  to  pradtife  this  our  knowledge  in  right  efta- 
blifhed  difcipline,  how  much  more  will  he  replenifh  us 
with  all  abilities  in  tongues  and  arts,  that  may  conduce  to 
his  glory  and  our  good.  He  can  ftir  up  rich  fathers  to 
beftow  exquifite  education  on  their  children, and  todedicate 
them  to  the  fervice  of  the  Gofpel.  He  can  make  the  fons 
of  nobles  his  minifters,  and  princes  to  be  his  Nazarites.’ 

That  Milton  engaged  in  the  heat  and  dull:  of  thefe 
great  controverlial  questions,  from  motives  of  confcience, 
and  with  intentions  upright  and  pure,  no  one  can  reafon- 
ably  doubt,  but  they  were  alien  from  his  elegant  and 
learned  purfuits  ;81  they  were  fcarcely  congenial  to  his 
age  ;  and  himfelf,  as  well  as  his  brethren  whom  he  de- 

81  ‘  It  will  be  matter  of  hearty  regret  to  the  republic  of  letters,  that  the 
greateft  of  thefe,  I  mean  John  Milton ,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  born  in 
an  age  when  the  ftudy  of  fcholaftic  theology  was  deemed  an  eftential  part 
of  intellectual  difcipline.’  Beattie  s  EJJays,  po.  p.  261. 
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fended,  were  inferior  to  Bifhop  Hall  in  theological  learn¬ 
ing,  and  in  controverftal  fkill  ;  that  learned  Prelate’s  vic¬ 
tory  over  Smedlymnuus  was  complete.82 

Milton’s  father  came  now  to  refide  in  his  fon’s  houfe.83 
Philips  fays  of  him:  cthe  old  gentleman  lived  wholly  re¬ 
tired  to  his  reft  and  devotion,  without  the  leaft  trouble 
imaginable.  At  Whitfuntide,  in  1643,  'm  thirty-fifth 
year,  Milton  married  Mary,  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Mr. 
Richard  Powell,  of  Foreft  Hill,  a  juftice  of  the  peace  in 
Oxfordfhire.84  Afteranabfenceof  little  more  than  a  month, 
he  brought  his  bride  to  town  with  him,  and  hoped,  as 
Johnfon  obferves,  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  conjugal 
life ;  but  fpare  diet,  and  hard  ftudy,  and  a  houfe  full  of 
pupils,  did  not  fuit  the  young  and  gay  daughter  of  a  Ca¬ 
valier.85  She  had  been  brought  up  in  very  different  fo- 
ciety  ;  fo  having  lived  for  a  month  a  philofophic  life,  after 
having  been  ufed  at  home  to  a  great  houfe,86  and  much 

82  u  Our  hiftorian  had  faid  juft  before  that  there  were  few  among  the 
Puritan  Divines  of  found  education.  He  had  better  have  ftuck  to  his 
word — (  To  make  amends  for  want  of  acquired  knowledge,  they  abound¬ 
ed  in  infpired .’  ”  See  Warburton1  s  Works ,  vol.  xii.  p.  398. 

83  Till  the  taking  of  Reading,  in  April,  1643,  by  the  Earl  of  Eflex,  he 
had  lived  there,  in  the  houfe  of  his  fon  Chriftopher. 

84  See  Memoranda  relating  to  the  family  of  Powell,  of  Foreft  Hill,  in 
Sir  Eg.  Bridges' s  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  279,  appendix,  who  has  corrected 
fome  great  miftakes  made  by  Mr.  Todd,  in  his  account  of  the  Powell 
family,  from  the  reprefentations  of  Mr.  Holbrooke. 

85  Toland  gives  four  conjedlures  on  this  fubjedt.  I.  Whether  it  was 
that  this  young  woman,  accuftomed  to  a  large  and  jovial  family,  could 
not  live  in  a  philofophical  retirement.  2.  Or  that  fhe  was  not  fatisfied 
with  the  perfon  of  her  hufband ;  3.  or,  laftly,  that  becaufe  her  relations 
were  all  addidted  to  the  Royal  intereft,  his  democratical  principles  were 
difagreeable  to  her  humour;  4.  nor  is  it  impoftible  that  the  father  repented 
of  this  match,  upon  the  profpedt  of  fome  fuccefs  on  the  King’s  fide,  who 
then  had  his  head-quarters  at  Oxford.  See  Life ,  p.  52.  Newton  has 
followed  Toland,  v.  Life ,  p.  xxvii. 

86  T.  Warren  had  a  MS.  inventory  of  Mr.  Powell’s  goods ;  and  he 
fays,  ‘  by  the  number,  order,  and  furniture  of  the  rooms,  he  appears  to 
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company  and  joviality,  her  friends,  poflibly  by  her  own 
defire,  made  earned:  fuit  to  have  her  company  the  remain¬ 
ing  part  of  the  fummer,  which  was  granted  upon  a  pro- 
mife  of  her  return  at  Michaelmas.  When  Michaelmas 
came,  the  lady  had  no  inclination  to  quit  the  hofpitality 
and  delights  of  her  father’s  manfion  for  the  aufterer  habits 
and  feclufion  of  the  Poet’s  ftudy.  Surrounded  with 
powerful  friends,  in  the  company  of  the  gay  and  fafci- 
nating  cavaliers,  and  protected  by  the  paternal  roof,  fhe 
fhowed  her  diflike  of  the  dulnefs  and  restraint  of  a 
fcholar’s  wife,  by  proclaiming  her  unwillingnefs  to  return. 
Aubrey  fays,  c  no  company  came  to  her,  and  fhe  often 
heard  her  nephew  cry  and  be  beaten Milton  fent  re¬ 
peated  letters  to  her,  which  were  all  unanfwered  ;  and  a 
meffenger,  who  was  difpatched  to  urge  her  return,  was 
difmiffed  with  contempt.87  A  refinance  fo  pertinacious 

have  lived  as  a  country  gentleman,  in  a  very  extenfive  and  liberal  ftyle  of 
houfe  keeping.’  v.  Todd’s  Life ,  p.  170. 

87  In  a  letter  of  Marvell  to  his  conftituents  at  Hull,  he  fays,  “  There 
is  yet  brought  in  an  adl,  in  which  of  all  others  your  Corporation  is  the 
lead;  concerned — that  is,  when  wives  fhall  refufe  to  cohabit  with  their 
hujbands ,  that  in  fuch  cafe  the  hufband  lhall  not  be  obliged  to  pay  any 
debts  fhe  fhall  run  into,  for  clothing,  diet,  lodging,  or  other  expenfes. 
This  {hows,”  fays  the  Editor  of  it,  “  how  much  the  bonds  of  domeftic  duty 
were  relaxed  by  civil  anarchy.  It  is  highly  probable  that  feparation  of 
the  nature  alluded  to,  frequently  arofe  from  religious  and  political  diffen- 
lions  between  hufband  and  wife.  The  revolt  of  Milton’s  firft  confort  is 
a  well  known  but  not  a  folitary  inftance.”  v.  Coleridge’s  Biog .  Borealis ,  p. 
13.  We  may  give  in  this  place  Hacket’s  remarkable  diatribe  againil  Mil- 
ton  : — “  What  a  venomous  fpirit  is  in  that  ferpent  Milton  ;  that  black¬ 
mouthed  Zoilus ,  that  blows  his  viper’s  breath  upon  thofe  immortal  De¬ 
votions  from  beginning  to  the  end.  This  is  he,  that  wrote  with  all 
irreverence  againft  the  Fathers  of  our  Church,  and  Jhowed  as  little 
duty  to  his  father  who  begat  him.  The  fame  that  wrote  for  the  Phari- 
fees,  that  it  was  lawful for  man  to  put  away  his  wife  for  every  caufe,  and 
againfl  Chrifi  for  not  allowing  divorces .  The  fame,  O  horrid  !  that 
defended  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  greatefh  crime  that  ever  was  committed,  to 
put  our  thrice-excellent  King  to  death;  a  petty  fchoolboy  fcribbler  that 
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and  illegal  as  this,  muft  have  refted  on  fome  grounds  that 
were  at  lead  imagined  favourable  to  the  condudt  of  the 
wife.  We  muft,  therefore,  refer  to  the  unfettled  fttuation 
of  the  kingdom,  by  which  the  authority  of  the  laws  was 
weakened,  and  obedience  imperfectly  inforced  ;  and  we 
muft  recollect,  that  at  the  time  when  lhe  refufed  to  return 
to  her  hufband’s  roof,  the  King,  with  all  his  forces,  was 
quartered  in  the  neighbouring  city  of  Oxford ;  that  her 
family  was  of  courfe  aftociating  with  the  gay  and  licen¬ 
tious  adherents  of  the  monarch  ;  that  c  living  in  the  camp 
of  the  enemy/  file  muft  have  been  in  the  daily  habit  of 
hearing  hatred,  fcorn,  and  contempt,  uttered  againft  the 
party  whofe  fentiments  were  fo  ftrongly  adopted  by  her 
hufband  ;  that  a  profpect  of  fuccefs  now  dawned  upon  the 
fortunes  of  the  King  ;  and,  looking  at  the  apparent  inter- 
efts  of  the  family,  confidering  her  wavering  or  alienated 
affections,  and  interpreting  fairly  the  language  of  Philips, 
we  may  prefume  that  had  the  fide  of  the  royal  ifts  been 
victorious,  the  marriage  with  the  Puritan  hufband  would 
have  been  cancelled  or  concealed. 

Milton,  whofe  mind  was  never  given  to  half-meafures, 
refolved  immediately  to  repudiate  her  on  the  ground  of 
difobedience ;  and  to  fupport  the  propriety  and  lawful- 
nefs  of  his  conduct,  he  publifhed,  at  firft  anonymoufiy, 
in  1644,  Lhe  Doctrine  and  Difcipline  of  Divorce ;  Lhe 

durft  grapple  in  fuch  a  caufe  with  the  Prince  of  the  learned  men  of 
his  age,  <S ' almajius,  $ iXocrocpiag  % rdfrrjQ,  d(j)po^irrj  kol  Xvpa,  as  Eurapius 
fays  of  Ammonius,  Plutarch’s  fcholar  in  Egypt,  the  delight,  the  mufick 
of  all  knowledge,  who  would  havefcorned  to  drop  a  penful  of  ink  againft 
fo  bafe  an  aaverfary,  but  to  maintain  the  honour  of  fo  good  a  King.  Get 
thee  behind  me,  Milton  !  Thou  lavoureft  not  the  things  that  be  of  truth 
and  loyalty,  but  of  pride,  bitternefs,  and  falfehood.  There  will  be  a 
time,  though  fuch  a  Shimei,  a  dead  dog,  in  Abifhai’s  phrafe,  efcape  for  a 
while.  It  is  no  marvel  that  this  canker-worm  Milton  is  more  lavifh  in 
his  writings  than  any  man  to  juftify  the  beheading  of  Strafford,”  &c.  v. 
Life  of  Archb .  Williams ,  ii.  p.  161. 
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Judgment  of  Martin  Bucer  concerning  Divorce  f  and  the 
next  year  he  printed  his  Detr  achordon ,  or  expeditions  on 
the  four  chief  places  of  fcripture,  which  treat  on  marriage. 
His  laft  tradl  Colafterion  was  an  anfwer  to  a  pamphlet 
recommended  by  Mr.  Jofeph  Caryll,S9  the  author  of  a 
Commentary  on  Job,  and  a  prefbyterian  divine  ;  the  author 
was  anonymous,  but  Milton  calls  him  c  a  ferving-man  both 
by  nature  and  function,  an  idiot  by  breeding,  and  a  foli- 
citor  by  prefumption.’ 

In  this  treatife,  Dr.  Symmons  thinks  that  Milton  has 
made  out  a  ftrong  cafe,  and  fights  with  arguments  not 
eafily  to  be  repelled  ;90  and  Mr.  Godwin  fays,  c  that  the 
books  on  divorce  are  written  with  the  mod:  entire  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  fubjebi,  and  with  a  clearnefs  and  ftrength  of 
argument,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  excel ;  and  it  muff 
be  remembered  that  Selden  wrote  his  Uxor  Hebraica  on 
the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion.  Without  entering  into  the 
intricacies  of  fo  great  an  argument,  I  fhall  content  myfelf 
with  faying,  that  all  the  ingenuity  of  Milton,  and  the 
learning  of  Selden,  are  of  no  avail  againft  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  experience  of  fociety,  which  feems  to  have  filently 
confented  to  the  wifdom  of  the  eftabliffied  law.  Tempers 
once  deemed  incompatible,  may  gradually  affimilate.  The 
interefls  of  children,  the  advancement  of  fortune,  the 


88  See  Newton  s  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  xxix. 

89  Of  Mr.  Caryll,  Toland  fays  (p.  60),  ‘  in  his  voluminous  and  fenfe- 
lefs  commentaries,  he  did  more  injury  to  the  memory  of  Job,  than  the 
Devil  and  the  Sabeans  could  inflidt  torments  on  him  in  his  life  time.’ 

90  Dr.  John  Echard,  in  the  Preface  to  his  work,  p.  n,  fays,  “I  am 
not,  I  will  affure  you,  any  of  thofe  occalional  writers,  that  miffing  pre¬ 
ferment  in  the  Univerfity,  can  prefently  write  you  the  new  way  of  educa¬ 
tion ,  or  being  a  little  tormented  with  an  ill-chofen  wife,  put  forth  the 
dodtrine  of  Divorce  to  be  truly  evangelical,  & c.,”  alluding  to  two  of 
Milton’s  writings.  See  alfo  Fell’s  Life  of  Hammond ,  p.  200.  Oxf.  ed. 
on  the  Love  of  Novelty,  in  defending  Polygamy,  Divorce,  &c. 
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refpefit  of  Society,  moral  principle,  religious  feeling,  the 
force  of  habit,  the  remembrance  of  paSt  friendfhip,  and 
the  obligations  of  a  common  intereft,  are  all  affiSting  the 
reconciliation  of  wedded  difcontent.  Incompatibility  of 
temper  cannot  be  fubmitted  to  legal  proof,  or  determined 
by  any  unerring  ftandard ;  will  it  not  therefore  be  often 
advanced  to  cover  the  wifhes  of  inconstancy,  or  the  de¬ 
fires  of  impurity  ?  does  not  legal  feparation  allow  all  that 
is  neceffary  in  extreme  cafes  of  infufferable  evil  ?  is  an 
incompatible  temper  to  be  advanced  as  the  caufe  of  one 
divorce,  or  may  it  releafe  from  a  Succeffion  of  imprudent 
engagements  ?  Milton’s  courtfhip  was  apparently  fudden 
and  Short ;  and  no  one  can  be  much  furprifed  at  the  dis¬ 
agreements  that  followed  :  but  it  appears  that  he  lived  in 
happinefs  with  his  wife  after  their  romantic  reconciliation ; 
hence  the  divorce,  at  one  time  fo  much  defired,  would 
probably  have  destroyed,  if  granted,  the  future  happinefs 
of  both  parties ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  that  of  the 
hufband,  after  he  had  Shaken  off  his  conjugal  fetters,  would 
have  been  increafed  ;  for  he  may  have  efcaped  a  remorfe 
which  atfome  future  time,  and  in  fome  confiderate  mo¬ 
ments,  he  might  have  felt,  when  he  confidered  that  in  his 
choleric  frenzy  he  had  vifited  too  heavily  the  fooliSh  levity 
of  a  young,  gay,  and  inexperienced  woman,  perhaps  miff 
led  or  overruled  ;  that  he  had  offended  the  feelings  of 
Society,  and  he  might  not  perhaps  have  felt  quite  Satisfied 
in  his  cooler  moments  of  the  unanfwerable  cogency  of 
his  arguments. 

There  is  one  paffage  in  this  treatife,  in  which  Milton 
clearly  points  to  himfelf,  and  to  the  prefumed  caufes  of 
his  unhappinefs.  c  The  fobereSt,  and  beSt  governed  men,’ 
he  fays, c  are  leaSh  pradtifed  in  thefe  affairs  ;  and  who  knows 
not  that  the  hafhful  mutenefs  of  a  virgin  may  oftentimes 
hide  alljhe  unlivelinejs  and  natural  Jloth  which  is  really 
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unfit  for  converfiation,  nor  is  there  that  freedom  of  accefs 
granted  or  prefumed,  as  may  fuffice  to  a  perfedt  dis¬ 
cerning  till  too  late  ;  and  when  any  indifpofition  is  fuf- 
pedted,  what  more  ufual  than  the  perfuafion  of  friends, 
that  acquaintance  as  it  increafes,  will  amend  all  ;  and 
laftly,  is  it  not  ftrange  that  many  who  have  J pent  their 
youth  chaftely ,  are  in  Jome  things  not  fo  quick  fight  ed^ 
while  they  hafte  too  eagerly  to  light  the  nuptial  torch  ? 
Nor  is  it  therefore  for  a  modeft  error,  that  a  man  fhould 
forfeit  fo  great  a  happinefs,  and  no  charitable  means  to 
relieve  him.  Since  they  who  have  lived  moft  loofely, 
by  reafon  of  their  bold  accuftoming,  prove  mod:  fuc- 
cefsful  in  their  matches,  becaufe  their  wild  affedtions 
unfettling  at  will,  have  been  as  fo  many  divorces  to 
teach  them  experience.  Whereas  the  fober  man  ho¬ 
nouring  the  appearance  of  modefty,  and  hoping  well  of 
every  focial  virtue  under  that  veil,  may  eafily  chance 
to  meet  if  not  with  a  body  impenetrable ,  yet  often  with 
a  mind  to  all  other  due  converfiation  inaccefifible ,  and  to 
all  the  more  eftimable  and  fiuperior  purpofes  of  matrimony 
ufelefis ,  and  almoft  lifelefis ,  and  what  a  folace,  what  a  fit 
help  fuch  a  confort  would  be  through  the  whole  life 
of  a  man,  is  lefs  pain  to  conjedture,  than  to  have  expe¬ 
rience.’  We  may,  I  think,  without  the  imputation  of  an 
unjufi:  feverity,  confider  that  to  her  hufband  at  leaf!:,  fhe 
was  a  dull  uninviting  companion,  without  mental  powers 
or  attradlive  affedtion,  without  converfation  and  without 
love.  For  he  fpeaks  again  cofa  mute,  and fipiritlefis  mate 
and  again,  c  if  he  fhall  find  himfielf  bound  fafit  to  an  image 
of  earth  and  phlegm ,  with  whom  he  looked  to  be  the  co¬ 
partner  of  a  fiweet  and gladfome fiociety  thefe  obfervations 

will,  I  think,  put  us  in  pofiefiion  of  his  wife’s  c  fair  de- 
fedts,’  and  the  caufes  of  the  feparation  ;  and  we  may 
reafonably  conclude  that  Milton  was  fuffering,  to  ufe  an 


LIFE  OF  MILTON.  lv 

expreffion  of  Sterne’s.,  from  the  poetic  indifcretion  of  his 
own  paffions.92 

Whoever  differs  from  Milton  in  the  inferences  which 
he  draws,  and  the  dodtrine  which  he  advocates,  muff  yet 
allow  that  thefe  Treatifes  on  Divorce  are  written  with  the 
command  of  fcriptural  learning,  with  many  ingenious 
explanations  of  the  intent  of  the  divine  laws,  and  human 
institutions ;  and  with  a  force  of  argument  fometimes 
difficult  to  refift.  The  whole  is  compofed  with  uncom¬ 
mon  zeal  and  earneftnefs,  and  conveys  the  fentiments  of 
one  who  feels  his  own  important  interefts  are  at  iffue; 
the  caufes  of  diflike  in  this  little  month  of  wedlock,  mu  ft 
have  ftruck  deep  root,  for  he  alludes  much  to  rafh,  fud- 
den,  and  miftaken  choices,  he  urges  thejuftice  of  divorce 
in  cafes  where  f  a  violent  hatred  in  matrimony  has  arifen , 
yet  not  Jinful >  irkfome ,  grievous ,  ohftinately  hateful ,  and  in¬ 
jurious  even  to  hoftility  ;  he  fpeaks  of  invincible  antipathies , 
when  the  work  of  forrow  lafts,  till  death  unharnefs  them  ; 
and  upon  the  ground,  that  fuch  matches  in  this  mifery 
are  infufferable,  unalterable,  and  without  hope,  or  prof- 
pedl  of  termination,  he  claims  the  power  of  releafes  from 
his  unequal  yoke.  That  his  whole  argument  hinges  on 
his  own  cafe,  no  one  who  reads  thefe  tradls  can  reafonably 
doubt :  and  that  his  forrows  were  feen  through  an  exag- 


02  No  doubt  fome  caufe  of  difagreement  between  the  Poet  and  his 
Bride  may  have  exifted  in  the  incompatibility  of  their  political  creed. 
Such  fubjedls  were  better  avoided  in  thedomeilic  tete-a-tete  at  that  mo¬ 
mentous  time,  and  could  hardly  be  canvaffed  without  offence  to  either 
party.  Such  is,  I  prefume,  the  allufion  in  his  Poem, 

- Or  his  happiefl  choice  too  late 

Shall  meet,  alreadie  linkt  and  wedlock-bound 

To  a  fell  adverfarie ,  his  hate  or  Jhame.  Par.  L.  x.  904. 

Yet  Mr.  Coleridge  truly  obferves  that  “  Milton’s  foul  was  fufceptible  of 
domellic  enjoyments,  notwithftanding  the  difcomforts  that  actually  re- 
fulted  from  an  apparently  unhappy  marriage.” 
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gerating  medium,  feems  hardly  lefs  clear.  His  own 
experience  is  the  beft  refutation  of  his  work;  his  mar¬ 
riage,  though  clouded  over  in  its  rife,  and  portending 
ftorms  and  forrows,  and  ftrife,  ended,  as  we  believe,  in 
the  fmiles  of  renewed  affection,  in  conjugal  endearments, 
and  continued  love:  and  we  muft  alfo  recoiled:  that  Mil- 
ton  had  lived  but  one  fhort  month  with  his  wife,  when 
this  eternal  averfion ,  this  'perpetuity  of  hatred ,  this  radical 
difcord  of  nature  were  declared.93  94 

That  this  dodlrine  was  received  with  negledl  or  ridicule 
is  evident  from  a  pafTage  in  Howell's  Letters.  Herbert 
Palmer  denounced  it  in  a  Sermon  preached  before  the 
Lords  and  Commons  on  a  day  of  Humiliation.  Cf  When 
the  Romans,”  fays  Gibbon, cc  appointed  a  peculiar  goddefs 
to  hear  the  complaints  of  married  life,  her  name  Viri- 
placay  clearly  indicates  on  which  fide  interference  was 
required.”93  In  Walpole’s  Noble  Authors  I  find  this 


93  See  P.  Knight's  Civil  Society,  p.  55.  ‘Let  me  not  be  fuppofed 
to  mean  a  condemnation  of  marriage,  from  which  I  have  derived  all  the 
bleffings  and  benefits  of  civil  fociety,  but  merely  of  its  indiffolubility. 
There  are  many  caufes  which  ought  to  jultify  divorce,  as  well  as  that  of 
adultery  on  the  part  of  the  woman,  and  I  think  it  probable,  that  if 
other  caufes  were  admitted,  this  would  be  lefs  frequent.  Divorce  is,  I 
believe,  as  often  the  objedf,  as  the  confequence  of  adultery.’ 

94  The  reader  by  reference  on  this  fubjedl  to  Sir  J.  Mackinto/h' s  Hif- 
tory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  275  ;  Hallam's  Conftitutional  Hiftory ,  vol.  i* 
p.  140;  to  Warburton' s  Works ,  vol.  x.  p.  88,  on  Divorce  for  Temper; 
to  Gibbon's  Roman  Hiftory ,  vol.iv.  p.  378,  4to.;  to  Harington's  Oceana , 
p.  337,  4to.;  to  a  Note  on  Divorce  in  Erafmus’s  Note  on  the  N.  T. 
v.  Jurtin's  Life  of  Erafmus,  T.  ii.  p.  214,  and  C.  Middleton' s  Life  of 
Cicero ,  T.  ii.  p.  171.  See  alfo  Analyf  de  Bayle,  vol.  v.  p.  217,  on 
Bofiuet’s  Opinion  of  Divorce  and  Want  of  Temper.  See  the  Opinions 
of  Erafmus  on  Divorce,  and  in  controverfy  with  the  Dominican  Hove- 
ftrate,  in  Burigny's  Vie  d'  Erafme,  vol.  ii.  p.  521.  He  confidcrs  that  the 
Fathers  of  the  Church,  Ambrofe,  Tertullian,  and  Origen  are  with  him, 
and  his  opinions  are  exprelfed  with  his  ufual  moderation  and  good  fenfe. 

95  See  Gibbon's  Roman  Hiftory ,  vol.  iv.  p.  378,  4to. 
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notice,  cc  George  Booth  Earl  of  Wartington.  c  Con- 
ftderations  on  Marriage  and  Divorce,  1739/  ^  7S  an 

argument  for  Divorce  on  Difagreement  of  Temper!' 
There  are,  however,  in  all  focieties  fome  to  whom 
every  paradox  is  acceptable,  and  who  rejoice  in  believ¬ 
ing  themfelves  fuperior  to  the  fettled  opinions  of  man¬ 
kind.  By  them  it  was  greedily  adopted,  and  they  were 
named  divorcers  or  Miltonifts.913  The  Prefbyterian 
clergy,  then  holding  their  aflembly  in  Weftminfter,  were 
much  offended,  and  procured  the  author  to  be  fummoned 
before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  c  but  the  houfe,’  fays  Wood, 
f  whether  approving  the  dodtrine,  or  not  favoring  his 
accufers,  did  foon  difmifs  him.’  The  Lords  probably 
conftdered  the  dodlrines  advanced  as  too  wild  and  fpecu- 
lative  to  produce  any  practical  mifchief.  Milton  wifhed 
he  had  not  written  the  work  in  Englifh.  c  Vellem 
hoc  tantum  fermone  vernaculo  me  non  fcripfiffe,  non 
enim  in  vernas  ledtores  incidiffem,  quibus  folemne  eft  fua 
bona  ignorare,  aliorum  mala  irridere  on  this  confeftion 
it  is  plain  that  the  work  was  viewed  as  an  apology  and 
defence  of  himfelf.  In  Bifhop  Hall’s  Cafes  of  Confcience 
I  have  met  with  an  allufion  to  this  Work  of  Milton’s, 
not  noticed  by  his  Biographers.97  fc  I  have  heard  too  much 
of  and  once  faw  a  licentious  pamphlet  thrown  abroad  in 


90  A  paflage  in  the  EleElra  of  Sophocles ,  by  C.  W.  at  the  Hague,  1649, 
8vo.  proves  that  Milton’s  doftrine  on  divorce  was  not  unnoticed. 

*  While  like  the  frovvard  Miltonift 
We  our  nuptiall  knot  untwift.’ 

See  alfo  a  paflage  in  Echard ,  quoted  by  Todd,  p.  56,  and  in  Britain* * s 
Triumph,  p.  15,  by  G.  S.  What,  Milton!  are  you  come  to  fee  the 
fight  ?  v.  Todd's  Life ,  p.  54.  And  fee  alfo  his  eleventh  and  twelfth 
Sonnets,  in  themfelves  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  detraction  and  ridicule 
attending  his  doftrine. 

97  See  alfo  Fell's  Life  of  Hammond,  p.  200. 
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thefe  lawlefs  times  in  the  defence  and  encouragement  of 
Divorces  (not  to  be  fued  out,  that  folemnity  needed  not, 
but)  to  be  arbitrarily  given  by  the  difliking  hufband  to 
his  difpleafing  and  unquiet  wife  ;  upon  this  ground  prin¬ 
cipally,  that  marriage  was  instituted  for  the  help  and 
comfort  of  man  :  where  therefore  the  match  proves  fuch 
as  that  the  wife  doth  but  pull  down  by  her  aftde,  and 
innate  peevifhnefs,  and  either  fullen,  or  pettifh  and  proud 
diSpoSition,  brings  rather  difcomfort  to  her  hufband,  the 
end  of  marriage  being  hereby  fruftrate,  why  Should  it 
not,  faith  he,  be  in  the  hufband’s  power  (after  fome  un¬ 
prevailing  means  of  reclamation  attempted)  to  procure  his 
own  peace  by  calling  off  this  clog  :  and  to  provide  for  his 
own  peace  and  contentment  in  a  fitter  match  ?  I.muft 
ferioufly  profefs  that  when  I  firSt  did  caft  my  eyes  upon 
the  front  of  the  book,  I  fuppofed  fome  great  wit  meant 
to  try  his  fkill  in  the  maintenance  of  this  fo  wild  and  im¬ 
probable  a  paradox,  but  ere  I  could  have  run  over  fome 
of  thoje  too  well  pennd  pages ,  I  found  the  author  was  in 
earneft,  and  meant  ferioufly  to  contribute  this  piece  of 
good  counfel  in  way  of  reformation  to  the  wife  and  fea- 
fonable  care  of  fuperiors.  I  cannot  but  blufh  for  our  age, 
wherein  fo  bold  a  motion  hath  been  among!!  others  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  light.  -What  will  all  the  Christian  Churches 
through  the  world,  to  whofe  notice  thofe  lines  Shall  come, 
think  of  our  woful  degeneration  in  thefe  deplored  times, 
that  fo  uncouth  a  defign  Should  be  fet  on  foot  amongft 
us  ?”  &c.98 

The  golden  reins  of  difcipline  and  government  in  the 
church  being  now  let  loofe,  Milton  proceeded  to  put  in 
practice  the  dodlrine  which  he  had  advocated,  and  ferioufly 
paid  his  addreSTes  to  a  very  accomplished  and  beautiful 

03  Confult  Bijhop  Burnet' s  Obfervations  in  his  Life  of  the  Earl  of 
Rochefery  in  Dr.  Wordfworth* s  Ghrifi.  Infitutes ,  vol.  iv.  p.  624,  or 
the  Index  to  that  work  under  the  head  Divorce. 
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young  lady,  the  daughter  of  DoCtor  Davis the  lady, 
however,  hefitated,  and  was  not  eafiiy  to  be  perfuaded 
into  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  propofal ;  which  fortunately 
terminated  in  effecting  a  happy  reconciliation  with  the 
offending  and  difcarded  wife. 

He  went  fometimes  to  vifit  a  relation,  one  Blackbo- 
rough,  who  lived  in  the  lane  of  St.  Martin’s-le-grand,  and 
at  one  of  thefe  vifits  he  was  furprifed  to  fee  his  wife  come 
from  an  inner  room,  throw  herfelf  on  her  knees  before 
him,  and  implore  forgivenefs.  Fenton  has  elegantly  con¬ 
jectured  that  Milton  had  this  interview  in  his  mind  when 
in  the  fourth  book  of  Paradife  Loft ,  he  defcribes  that 
penitent  fupplication  of  Eve,  and  the  reconcilement  and 
forgivenefs  of  Adam.  It  may  be  fo;  for  the  incident 
was  too  affedting  and  important  ever  to  be  forgotten  ;  and 
it  poffeffed  fomethingin  its  Angular  and  romantic  character 
that  might  eafily  pafs  in  a  mind  like  his  into  a  tranfcript 
of  poetical  beauty.  It  is  faid  that  he  was  for  fome  time 
inexorable  ;  but  partly,  fays  his  nephew, c  his  own  gene¬ 
rous  nature,  more  inclinable  to  reconciliation  than  to 
perfeverance  in  anger  or  revenge,  and  partly  the  ftrong 
interceffion  of  friends  on  both  fides,  foon  brought  him  to 
an  aCt  of  oblivion,  and  a  firm  league  of  peace.’  It  was 
the  forgivenefs  of  a  good  and  generous  mind,  for  he  be¬ 
haved  ever  after  to  her  with  affeCtion,  and  received  all 
her  family  into  his  houfe,1  when  their  feat  was  feized  by 

99  During  the  defertion  of  his  wife,  Milton  frequented  the  fociety  of 
the  Lady  Margaret  Leigh,  a  perfon  of  diltindtion  and  accomplifhment. 
To  Lady  Ranelagh,  the  favourite  filter  of  the  illultrious  Boyle,  in  his 
later  years  he  was  gratefully  attached.  He  fays  of  her  to  her  fon,  who 
had  been  his  pupil,  “Nam  et  mihi  omnium  neceffitudinum  loco  fuit.” 
The  reader  will  be  referred  with  pleafure,  on  the  mention  of  this  illus¬ 
trious  lady,  to  Mr.  Crofslefs  learned  and  intereiting  Diary  of  Dr. 
Worthington ,  p.  124.  &c.  v.  Index. 

1  The  family  of  the  Powells  continued  to  relide  in  Milton’s  houfe  till 
after  the  death  of  his  father  in  1647.  See  Todd’s  Life ,  p.  88. 
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the  rebels,  and  they  were  obliged,  at  a  ruinous  expenfe, 
to  compound  for  their  eftate.2  Mr.  Powell  is  faid  to 
have  loft  by  the  wars,  above  three  thoufand  pounds,  and 
to  have  died  above  fifteen  hundred  pounds  in  debt, 
leaving  a  widow  and  nine  children.  The  dowry  of  a 
thoufand  pounds  promifed  to  Milton  with  his  wife  re¬ 
mained  unpaid  at  his  death.  On  Mrs.  Anne  Powell’s 
petition3  to  the  commiftioners  for  her  thirds,  the  follow 
ing  obfervations  were  made.  c  Mr.  Milton  is  a  harfh 
and  choleric  man,  and  married  Mr.  Powell’s  daughter, 
who  would  be  undone  if  any  fuch  courfe  were  taken 
againft  him  by  Mrs.  Powell ;  he  having  turned  away 
his  wife  heretofore  for  a  long  fpace,  upon  fome  other 
occafion  (var.  a  fmall  occafion).’4  Milton,  it  appears, 
having  difcharged  the  fine  upon  Mr.  Powell’s  eftate,  had 
fucceeded  to  the  polTeftion  of  it ;  and  his  mother-in-law, 


2  See  the  tranfcript  of  the  original  documents  of  Mr.  Powell’s  com¬ 
pounding  in  Todd's  Life ,  (fecond  ed.)  p.  69,  70;  and  Milton's  Petition , 

p.  81. 

3  This  paffage  may  throw  fome  additional  light  on  the  fubjedt  of  the 
defertion  of  Milton  by  his  wife.  Aubrey  fays,  fhe  was  a  zealous  royalift, 
and  went  without  her  hufband’s  confent  to  her  mother  in  the  king’s 
quarters.  (Letter  iii.  p.  441.)  The  truth,  then,  as  far  as  we  can  com¬ 
mand  it,  feems  to  be,  that  fhe  found  her  bridal  home  cheerlefs  and  dull: 
her  huiband’s  temper  unfuitable  to  hers,  and  his  opinions  different;  that 
difagreements  arofe  and  difcontent  on  either  fide ;  and  when  the  king 
and  his  army  and  court  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  her  father’s 
houfe,  file  gladly  availed  herfelf  of  the  opportunity  of  joining  them,  with 
her  family.  Their  fupport  fecured  her  againft  the  power  of  enforcing 
her  return  ;  and  had  the  king’s  party  been  vidlorious,  fhe  probably 
would  never  have  returned,  nor  acknowledged  her  marriage.  The 
battle  of  Nafeby,  and  the  beauty  of  Mifs  Davis,  brought  her  to  her 
fenfes.  One  of  Milton’s  antagonifts  (G.  S.  1660)  accufes  him;  ‘You 
throw  afide  your  wife,  becaufe  your  wafpijh  fpirit  could  not  agree  with 
her  qualities,  and  your  crooked  phantafy  could  not  be  brought  to  take 
delight  in  her.’ 

4  See  Todd's  Life ,  p.  90  (fecond  ed.). 
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by  petition,  was  anxious  to  recover  her  thirds,  which  fhe 
was  afraid  to  prefs  for  by  fuit. 

In  1644,  at  the  requeft  of  his  friend  Hartlib,  he  pub- 
lifhed  his  Eradiate  on  Education ,  and  in  the  fame  year,  he 
addrefled  to  the  Parliament  his  Areopagitica ,  or  a  Speech 
for  the  Liberty  of  unlicenfed  Printing The  plan  deve¬ 
loped  in  the  former  tradl  muft,  I  am  afraid,  be  con- 
fidered  as  little  lefs  than  a  fplendid  dream  ;  a  noble  out¬ 
line  of  a  theory  too  magnificent  to  be  realized.  What  is 
promifed  in  the  time  allowed,  could  not  poffibly  be  per¬ 
formed.  While  Milton  is  projecting  the  mattery  of 
every  fcience,  the  attainment  of  fo  many  languages,  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  fuch  various  authors  ;  is  moving  over 
the  extenfive  circle  of  his  ftudies,  and  piling  up  his 
ftructure  of  education  even  to  its  turrets  and  pinnacles  ; 
the  humbler  plan  which  experience  has  approved,  is  con¬ 
tent  with  laying  deep  its  foundations  during  the  years  of 
youth,  in  acquiring  habits  of  accurate  reafoning,  in  culti¬ 
vating  correct  tafte,  and  in  learning  thofe  found  prin¬ 
ciples  of  philofophy  which  may  hereafter  be  developed 
and  directed  into  various  channels.  What  Milton  pro- 
feffes  to  complete  in  a  few  years,  the  old  fyftem  is  con¬ 
tented  to  commence  ;  one  is  only  planting  the  tree  and 
fertilizing  the  foil,  the  other  is  already  repofing  under  its 
fhade,  and  feeding  on  its  fruits.0 

5  Sextus  the  Fourth,  who  died  in  1484,  was  the  firft  who  placed  the 
prefs  under  the  control  of  a  licenfer.  In  1649  Gilbert  Mabbot  refigned. 
the  office  of  licenfer,  and  urged  the  reafoning  of  Milton’s  work  as  his 
defence.  See  Birch's  Life ,  p.  xxix.  and  Hollis’ s  Memoirs ,  p.  257,  who 
calls  him  S.  Mabbot,  or  rather  Mabbold,  for  fo  he  is  called  in  White- 
lock’ s  Index. 

6  See  Hurd’s  Cowley  vol.  i.  p.  49.  te  Ingenious  men,”  fays  the  Edi¬ 
tor,  “delight  in  dreams  of  reformation.  In  comparing  this  Proportion  of 
Cowley,  with  that  of  Milton ,  addreffed  to  Mr.  Hartlib,  we  find  that 
thofe  great  Poets  had  amufed  themfelves  with  fome  exalted  and  in  the 
main  congenial  fancies  on  the  fubjedt  of  Education.  That,  of  the  two 
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The  Areopagitica  is,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  fineft 
productions  in  profe  from  Milton’s  pen.  For  vigour 
and  eloquence  of  ityle,  unconquerable  force  of  argument, 
majefty,  and  richnefs  of  language,  it  is  not  to  be  furpafled* 
c  Milton  was  the  firft  defender,  let  it  be  remembered,  in 
Europe,  of  a  free  prefs  and  an  unfettered  confcienced 
DoCtor  Johnfon  confiders  the  argument  which  it  difcufies 
to  be  of  very  difficult  folution.  I  fhail  content  myfelf 
with  obferving,  that  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  the  bafis 
of  all  other,* * * * * * 7  and  that  when  a  nation  becomes  fufficiently 
enlightened  to  demand  the  removal  of  the  reftriCtions, 
which  have  been  impofed  when  governments  were  arbi¬ 
trary,  and  the  people  ignorant,  the  correction  of  the  evils 
attendant  on  its  liberty  muft  be  found,  not  in  the  punifh- 
ment  of  the  offenders,  but  in  the  good  fenfe  and  moral 
feeling  of  the  community.  c  Any  attempt,  (fays  a  learned 
Prelate,  in  one  of  his  charges  to  the  Clergy)  to  fupprefs,  or 
even  to  check  the  fpirit  of  inquiry  which  is  abroad  in  the 
world,  would  not  only  be  a  vain  and  fruitlefs  attempt,  but 
a  violation  of  the  indefeafible  liberty  of  the  human  mind, 
and  an  interference  with  its  natural  conftitution,  to  impart 

plans  propofed,  that  of  Mr.  Cowley  was  better  digefted,  and  is  the  lets 

painful,  if  a  preference  in  this  refped  can  be  given  to  either,  when  both 

are  manifefUy  Utopian  :  and  that  our  Univerfities  in  their  prefent  form, 

are  well  enough  calculated  to  anfwer  all  reafonable  ends  of  fuch  inilitu- 

tions,  provided  we  allow  for  the  confiderable  defeds  of  them,  when 

drawn  out  into  pradice.” 

7  ‘  The  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  and  the  Trial  by  Jury  are  the  great  fecu- 
rities  for  all  our  other  liberties  !’  Sir  J.  Mackintolh’s  Speech  at  Briftol, 
1822.  ‘The  prefs  and  its  enemy/ fays  Burke,  ‘are  nearly  coeval. ’  See 
Works,  vol.  x.  p.  11  5.  u  We  read  the  noble  apology  of  Milton  for  the 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  with  admiration  ;  but  it  had  but  little  influence  on 
the  Parliament  to  whom  it  was  add  relied. ”  Hallam' s  Conji.  Hiftory ,  iii. 
p.  4.  “  It  fhould  be  further  remarked,  that  in  the  days  of  their  fupre- 

macy,  the  Prefbyterians  refilled  even  the  eloquence  of  Milton  when  it 
pleaded  for  the  freedom  of  unlicenfed  Printing.”  Lebas*  Life  of  Laud , 
p.  249. 
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to  that  fpirit  a  right  devotion,  to  fandtify  it  with  holy 
motives,  to  temper  it  to  righteous  purpofes,  to  fhape  it 
to  ends  which  lie  beyond  the  limits  of  this  beginning  of 
our  exigence,  will  be  the  endeavour  of  thofe  who  defire 
to  make  the  cultivation  of  intellect:  conduce  to  moral  im¬ 
provement,  and  to  eftablifh  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift  at 
once  in  the  understandings  and  affedtions  of  mankind.’  It 
is  in  this  way  that  virtue  is  ftronger  than  vice,  that  truth 
triumphs  over  falfehood,  and  law  is  fuperior  to  offence. 
Johnfon’s  obfervation  that  cif  every  fceptic  in  theology 
may  teach  his  follies,  there  can  be  no  religion,8  falls  to  the 
ground,  when  it  is  remembered  that  our  religion  was  born 
amid  disbelief  and  doubt,  and  has  grown  up  and  increafed 
among  every  variety  of  herefy,  and  form  of  fcepticifm 
that  the  ingenuity  of  man  could  devife.  Hume’s  famous 
argument  that  was  to  be  the  touchftone  of  truth,  has 
only  ferved  to  eftablifh.  the  force  of  teftimony,  and  to  con¬ 
firm  the  credibility  of  miracles.  c  The  Chriftian  Church/ 
fays  a  late  pious  and  enlightened  author,  c  has  never  been 
in  fo  great  danger,  as  when  it  has  continued  for  any  time 
in  a  ftate  of  unruffled  profperity.  The  exertion  of  fedls, 
&c.  are  naturally  infeparable  from  the  nature  of  imperfedl 
intelligence,  but  of  benefit  to  religion  itfelf ;  and  while  the 
Bible  continues  to  be  the  authorized  ftandard  of  Faith, 
they  can  be  of  no  material  prejudice.  If  it  be  of  man  it 
will  come  to  nought,  but  if  it  be  of  God  he  cannot  over¬ 
throw  it,  nor  need  we  fear  evil  from  it.  I  refpedt  even 
the  errors  of  the  confcientious  Chriftian,  and  feel  the  im- 

8  The  moderation  and  juftice  of  Toland’s  fentiments  on  this  fubjedt 
may  excite  furprife  (v.  p.  79.)  ‘The  withes  of  all  good  men  are,  that 
the  national  church,  being  fecur’d  in  her  worfhip  and  emoluments,  may 
not  be  allowed  to  force  others  to  her  communion ;  and  that  all  diffen- 
ters  from  it,  being  fecur’d  in  their  liberty  of  confcience,  may  not  be 
permitted  to  meddle  with  the  riches  or  power  of  the  national  church.’ 
May  a  fentiment  fo  philofophically  juft  prove  hiftorically  true! 
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poflibility  of  a  perfect  unifon  of  fentiment  in  rational 
beings  who  think  for  themfelves/ 9 

In  1645  Milton  collected  his  early  poems,  Latin  and 
Englifh,  for  the  prefs  ;  in  which  the  Allegro 10  and  Penje- 
rojo  appeared  for  the  firft  time.  Of  the  pidturefque 
imagery,  the  mufical  verification,  and  the  brilliant  lan¬ 
guage  of  thefe  poems,  praife  too  high  cannot  be  heard. 
They  have  all  the  paftoral  beauties,  and  fweet  defcriptions 
of  our  elder  poets,  embellished  and  heightened  by  a  richer 
Style,  and  a  more  refined  combination.  It  has  been  more 
than  once  obferved,  that  thefe  poems,  Short  as  they  are, 
have  collected  in  one  fplendid  view  all  that  can  be  faid  on 
their  refpedtive  Subjects.* 11 

Mofeley  the  publisher  fays  in  his  preface,  ‘that  the 
poems  of  Spenfer,  in  thefe  EngliSh  ones  are  as  nearly 
imitated,  as  fweetly  excelled/  It  is  to  this  edition  that 
the  portrait  by  MarShall  is  prefixed,  which  fo  much  dif- 
pleafed  Milton  ;  and  which  has  transformed  the  youthful 
bard  into  a  puritanical  gentleman  of  fifty ;  it  is  the  firft 
published  portrait  of  the  Poet.12 


9  See  Sir  Thomas  Bernard's  Comforts  of  Old  Age ,  p.  106.  See  alfo 
ohn  Hale’s  Sermon,  Peace  of  the  Church.  Works ,  vol.  iii.  p.  11. 

10  Mr.  Peck’s  manner  of  giving  the  titles  of  thefe  poems  is  ludicroufly 
quaint.  He  calls  them  4  His  Homo  L’Allegro,  or  the  laetans  ;  and  his 
Homo  II  Penferofo,  or  the  cogitans.’  v.  New  Memoirs ,  p.  26.  Comus 
had  been  printed  in  1637,  and  Lycidas  in  1638.  Before  Cartwright's 
Poems ,  1651,  is  a  copy  of  verfes  by  J.  Leigh,  enumerating  the  various 
Poets  whole  works  had  been  publiflied  by  Mofeley ,  but  omitting  the 
name  of  Milton. 

11  44  This  is  Mab,  the  Miftrefs  Fairy.”  On  this  line  of  Jonfon,  Gif¬ 
ford  fays,  44  This  Faery  Mythology  which  has  been  copied  by  Milton , 
and  which  has  fufficient  beauty  to  make  it  familiar  to  every  reader  of 
Poetry,  is  quoted  by  Mr.  Brand  from  a  fcarce  book  in  his  polTeffion. 
This  is  alfo  the  cafe  with  many  other  palTages  in  Jonfon,  which  are  given 
with  all  due  myllery  at  the  hundredth  hand  from  fome  rare  treatife  in 
the  author  s  collettion .”  v.  Works ,  vol.  vi.  p.  471. 

12  Salmafius  confidered  this  print  as  prefenting  not  an  unfavourable 
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In  1647,  as  relations  of  his  wife  had  gradually  left 
him,  he  removed  into  a  fmaller  houfe  in  Holborn,  which 
opened  backward  into  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  inftrucftion  of  a  few  fcholars,  chiefly  the  fons 
of  gentlemen  his  friends.  That  there  ever  was  a  defign 
of  making  him  an  adjutant  general  in  the  army  of  Sir 
William  W aller  may  be  doubted ;  for  Phillips  has  ex- 
prefted  his  belief  doubtfully,  and  Waller  was  confidered 
at  that  time  the  leader  of  the  Prefbyterians,  between  whom 
and  our  Poet  no  amity  could  now  exift. 

His  next  publication  in  1648-9,  was  the  Tenure  of 
Kings  and  MagiftratesF  This  was  occafioned  by  the 
outcry  of  the  Prefbyterians  againfl:  the  death  of  Charles  ;14 
whereas  Milton  proves  that  they  who  fo  much  condemned 
depofing  were  the  men  themfelves  that  depofed  the  king  : 
and  cannot,  with  all  their  fhifting  and  relapfing,  wafh  the 
guiltinefs  off  their  own  hands.  For  they  themfelves,  by 
their  late  doings  have  made  it  guiltinefs,  and  turned  their 
own  warrantable  actions  into  rebellion.  Hethenpufhes 
on  his  arguments  againfl:  them  till  he  fhows  that  they 
not  only  depofed,  but  how  much  they  did  toward  the 
killing  the  king.  c  Have  they  not  levied  all  thefe  warrs 
againfl:  him  whether  offenfive  or  defensive  (for  defence  in 
warr  equally  offends,  and  mo  ft  prudently  before  hand) 
and  giv’n  commiffion  to  flay  where  they  knew  his  perfon 


portrait  of  Milton.  The  paftoral  view  in  the  back  ground  is  worthy  of 
Oftade;  but  ‘  neat  handed  Phyllis  ’  is,  methinks,  a  little  too  free.  She 
fhould  have  recolleded  that  in  a  dance  ‘Jundtasque  nymphis  Gratis 
decentes/ 

13  This  tract  firft  publilhed  February  1648-9,  republiflied  with  addi¬ 
tions  in  1650. 

14  See  Swift's  Mifcellanies ,  vol.  ix.  p,  95.  The  Prefbyterians ’  Plea. 

See  alfo  Hall's  Downfall  of  Maygames,  4to.  p.  39.  “  Who  were  they 

who  petitioned  in  print  for  the  Life  of  the  King?  Were  they  not  the 
Prefbyterian  Minifters  in  London,  one  of  them  lofing  his  head  not  long 
after  on  a  Royal  account,”  See. 
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could  not  be  exempt  from  danger  ?  and  if  chance  or  flight 
had  not  fav’d  him,  how  oft’n  had  they  kill'd  him,  direct¬ 
ing  thir  artillery  without  blame  or  prohibition  to  the  very 
place  where  they  faw  him  (land  ?  Have  they  not  fequef- 
ter’d  him,  judg'd  or  unjudgd,  and  converted  his  revenew 
to  other  ufes,  detaining  from  him  as  a  grand  delinquent, 
all  meanes  of  livelyhood,  fo  that  for  them  long  fince  he 
might  have  perifht,  or  have  ftarv’d  ?  Have  they  not 
hunted  and  purfu’d  him  round  about  the  kingdom  with 
fword  and  fire  ?  Have  they  not  formerly  deny’d  to  treat 
with  him,  and  thir  now  recanting  minifters  preach’d 
againfl:  him,  as  a  reprobate  incurable,  an  enemy  to  God 
and  his  Church  markt  for  deftrudtion,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  treated  with  ?  Have  they  not  befieg’d  him,  and  to 
thir  power  forbidd  him  water  and  fire,  fave  what  they  fhot 
againfl:  him  to  the  hazard  of  his  life  ?  Yet  while  they  thus 
aflaulted  and  endangerd  it  with  hoftile  deeds,  they  fwore 
in  words  to  defend  it  with  his  crown  and  dignity,’  &c. 
Not  long  after  he  wrote  his  Obfervations  on  the  Articles 
of  Peace  between  the  Earl  of  Ormond  and  the  Irifh 
rebels. 

But  though  Milton  in  his  writings  difcufled  thofe  mea- 
fures  which  he  confidered  important  to  the  public  welfare, 
his  life  was  ftriCtly  private,  pafled  with  his  fcholars,  and 
among  his  ftudies  ;  and  his  Hijiory  of  England  was  jufl: 
commenced ;  when,  without  any  felicitation,  he  was  in¬ 
vited15  by  the  council  of  the  ftate  to  be  their  fecretary  for 
foreign  tongues.  They  had  refolved  to  employ  the  Latin 
language  in  their  correfpondence  with  other  nations  :  and 
no  man  more  eminently  fkilled  in  the  knowledge  of  it. 


15  See  the  original  orders  of  council  appointing  a  committee  to  invite 
him  to  accept  the  office,  firft  printed  in  Todd's  Life  (fecond  ed.)  p.  107. 
He  fucceeded  in  this  office  Mr.  Weckherleyn,  whofe  only  daughter  was 
mother  of  Sir  W.  Trumball,  the  friend  of  Pope. 
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than  Milton,  could  at  that  time  probably  have  been 
found. 

Bifhop  Newton  wifhes  this  example  had  been  followed ; 
but  I  muft  exprefs  my  doubts  whether  diplomatic  corre- 
fpondence  could  be  carried  on  through  the  medium  of  the 
Latin  tongue,  with  the  facility  or  the  precifion  that  would 
be  now  required.  It  furely  is  better  that  every  nation 
fhould  exprefs  itfelf  in  its  own  idioms,  than  to  attempt  to 
make  an  ancient  language  convey  new  varieties  of  opinion, 
and  new  modifications  of  thought.  Modern  languages 
are  conftantly  borrowing  from  each  other  to  fupply  thofe 
minute  (hades  of  meaning,  and  to  exprefs  thofe  refined 
and  fubtle  ideas  that  have  arifen  in  the  progrefs  of  know¬ 
ledge,  and  that  have  been  brought  from  more  advanced 
.  habits,  and  more  complicated  firudlures  of  fociety.  To 
effect  this  with  a  language  that  has  long  been  removed 
from  ufe,  is  furely  to  encumber  onefelf  with  unnecefiary 
difficulties,  and  to  prefer  the  lefs  commodious  vehicle  of 
reafoning.16 

In  1649-50  it  was  ordered  by  the  council,  that  Mr. 
Milton  do  prepare  fomething  in  anfwer  to  the  book  of 
Salmafius,  and  when  he  hath  done  it  bring  it  to  the 
council.  Previoufly  however,  to  this,  he  had  written 


16  See  Mackintojb’ s  Life  of  Sir  T.  More ,  p.  25,  for  obfervations  on 
this  fubjed.  “  Erafmus,  who  is  the  mailer  and  model  of  this  fyftem  of 
compolition,  admirably  lhews  how  much  he  has  gained  by  loojing  the 
fetters  of  a  dead  fpeecb,  and  acquiring  in  its  Head  the  nature,  caufe, 
variety,  and  vivacity  of  a  fpoken  and  living  tongue,”  &c.  See  alfo 
Schlegel’s  Hijlory  of  Literature ,  vol.  i.  p.  277.  There  was  fomething 
beyond  meafure  barbarous  and  ruinous,  in  the  cultom  of  trufting  all  mat¬ 
ters  connected  with  fcience,  learning,  legfative  and  ftate  policy  to  a  dead 
and  foreign  language,  &c.  vol.  ii.  57.  “The  ufe  of  a  foreign  dialed  in 
diplomacy  can  never  fail  to  produce  injurious  effeds  upon  the  vernacular 
idiom,”  &c.  See  alfo  Voltaire' s  Melanges  Litteraires ,  vol.  i.  p.  30,  on 
writing^#/  une langue morte,  and  D' Alembert' s  Melanges de  Litterature , 
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his  anfwer17  to  the  Icon  Baftlike ,  it  is  fuppofed  by  a 
verbal  command :  for  no  written  order  of  the  council  to 
that  effeCt  has  been  found.  The  grievous  charge  of 
having,  in  conjunction  with  Bradfhaw,  interpolated  the 
book  of  the  king,is  with  a  prayer  taken  from  Sydney's 
Arcadia ,  and  then  of  imputing  the  ufe  of  the  prayer  to 
the  monarch,  as  a  heavy  crime,  has  been  clearly  and 
completely  refuted. 

It  appears  that  the  private  prayers  of  the  king  were 
delivered  by  him  to  Dr.  Juxon,  Bifhop  of  London,  im¬ 
mediately  before  his  death,  and  on  the  fcaffold  ;  that  they 
were  added  to  lome  of  the  earlier  impreflions  of  the  Icon  ; 
that  the  prayer  was  adopted  by  the  king  from  the  Arca¬ 
dia ,  a  book  that  he  delighted  to  read,19  and  that  Juxon 
would  not  have  been  filent,  had  the  prayer  been  inferted 
by  the  enemies  of  his  lamented  monarch,  to  calumniate 
his  memory. 

We  muft  now  pafs  on  to  the  celebrated  controverfy 
with  Salmafius;20  Charles  the  Second  employed  that  great 

T.  5.  p.  545.  See  fome  curious  inftances  of  the  impoffibility  of  ufing 
the  meaning  of  modern  terms  in  Latin,  in  Leibnitz' s  Mifcellanies ,  p.  153. 

17  Milton’s  Anfwer  was  printed  in  London  in  1649,  4to.  again  in 
1650.  Of  the  Icon  Bajilike ,  forty-feven  editions  were  circulated  in 
England  alone,  and  48,500  copies  fold.  Toland  fays,  Milton  was  re¬ 
warded  by  the  parliament  for  his  performance  with  the  prefent  of  a 
thoufand  pounds,  v.  Life ,  p.  32.  The  real  fa£t  is  not  afcertained. 

18  See  Newton's  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  xxxviii. 

19  The  books  which  Charles  delighted  to  read,  and  which  fhow  his 
knowledge  and  tafte,  are  given  in  Sir  Thomas  Herbert's  Memoirs ,  p.  6i, 
viz.  Bp.  Andrews'  Sermons ,  Hooker's  Eccl.  Polity ,  Hammond's  Works , 
Sandys's  Pfalms ,  Herbert's  Poems ,  Fairfax's  Tafo ,  Harington' s  Ariofio , 
Spenfer's  Fairy  Ffueen,  See.  The  prayer  from  the  Arcadia  is  a  mere 
tranfeript,  with  the  neceffary  alteration  of  a  few  words. 

2°  «<  pjn  Anglais  nomme  Jean  Milton  a  repondu  a  M.  de  Saumaife,  pro 
Populo  Anglicano  ;  je  penfe  que  M.  de  Saumaife  lu  repondra.”  L’Efprit 
de  Guy  Patin,  p.  1 7 1 .  Reimar  in  the  Catalog.  Biblioth.  fuse,  vol.  iii.  p. 
593  gives  high  praife  to  an  article  by  Boeder  in  his  Mufeum  1672  de 
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fcholar  to  write  a  Defence  of  his  Monarchy,  and  to  vin¬ 
dicate  his  father’s  memory;  to  ftimulate  his  induftry,  it  is 
faid,21  a  hundred  Jacobufes  were  given  to  him.  Since  the 
death  of  the  illuftrious  younger  Scaliger,  no  fcholar  had 
acquired  the  reputation  of  Salmafius  ;  partly,  as  Johnfon 
aiferted,  for  his  fkill  in  emendatory  criticifm,  in  which 
however  he  was  equalled  by  fome  of  his  contemporaries, 
but  efpecially  for  his  great  knowledge  of  antiquity,  the 
multiplicity  of  his  attainments,  and  his  immenfe  refearch 
in  ancient  languages.22  His  Commentary  on  Solinus,  and 


Miltono,  p.  34-41,  de  Salmafio,  p.  41-48,  as  written  with  a  beauty  of 
ftyle,  acutenefs  of  perception,  and  weight  of  reafoning  that  would  have 
done  honour  to  Tacitus.  On  Salmafius’s  arguments  fee  Perizonii  Difpu- 
tationes ,  p.  643-648.  A  German  writer  of  a  life  of  Salmafius,  acknow¬ 
ledges  that  Milton  had  the  better  in  the  conflict  in  thefe  words — Hans, 
Jack,  von,  Milton — not  to  be  compared  in  learning  and  genius  with  the 
incomparable  Salmafius,  yet  a  Jhrewd  and  cunning  lawyer ,”  See. 

21  Wood  aflerts  that  Salmafius  had  no  reward  for  his  book.  He  fays, 
‘  the  king  fent  Dr.  Morley,  then  at  Leyden,  to  the  apologift  with  his 
thanks,  but  not  with  a  purfe  of  gold,  as  John  Milton  the  impudent  liar 
reported/  Wood’s  Ath.  Ox.  ii.  p.  770.  See  alfo  Salmon  s  Lives  of 
the  Englijh  Bijhops  (Dr.  Morley),  p.  344.  See  Voltaire’s  opinion  of 
this  Controverfy  in  Steele  de  Louis  XIV.  Tom.  i.  p.  135,  234;  vol.  xxii. 
ed.  1785. 

22  Toland  fays,  ‘  What’s  worfe  than  all  the  reft,  he  (Salmafius)  ap¬ 
pear’d  on  this  occafion  fuch  an  abfolute  ftranger  and  bungler  in  his  own 
province,  as  to  open  a  large  field  for  Milton  to  divert  himfelf  with  his 
barbarous  phrafes  and  folecifms,’  vol.  i.  p.  31.  The  fadt  is,  Salmafius, 
with  all  his  vaft  erudition,  from  a  hafty  impetuofity  of  mind,  committed 
occasionally  great  miftakes.  I  have  a  work  of  his,  in  which  he  makes 
our  Saviour  born  at  Jerufalem.  *  Autant  de  livres  de  fa  fa^on,  autant 
d’impromptu,’  (fays  Vigneul  de  Marville,)  ‘  mais  il  ne  digeroit  aifez  bien 
les  matieres  qu’il  traitoit.  Ce  qu’il  donnoit  au  public,  il  donnoit  tout 
cru,  avec  dedain,  et  comme  tout  en  colere.  Il  fembloit  jeter  fon  Grec, 
fon  Latin,  et  toute  fa  fcience  a  la  tete  des  gens.  Grotius  au  contraire 
confidere  tout,  digere  tout,  l’ordonne,  et  la  range  fagement.  Il  refpe&e 
et  menage  fon  le&eur.  Son  erudition  eft  comme  un  grand  fleuve  qui 
fe  repand  largement,  fait  du  bien  a  tout  le  monde.  Crefcit  cum  ampli- 
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his  TreatifedeReHellenifticaare  imperifhable  monuments 
of  his  fame.  Grotius  alone  could  compete  with  him  ;  and 
if  Grotius  were  at  all  inferior,  which  I  know  not,  in  the 


tudine  rerum,  vis  ingenii. ’ — i.  p.  9.  D’autres  ne  peuventecrire  qu’a  la 
hate,  et  ne  fauroient  repaffer  fur  leurs  ouvrages.  M.  de  Saumaife  etoit 
de  ce  cara&ere.’  Gronovius  (de  Seflertiis,  p.  46,)  fays  of  him,  f  Habebat 
hoc  virille  incomparabilis  ut  uberrimo  ingenio  nulla  fufficeret  rnanus,  et 
ubi  inflituerat  fcribere,  nec  rerum,  nec  verborum  modum  noffet.  Sic 
fadlum  effet,  ut  multa  illi  exciderent,  quae  norat  ipfe  melius,  et  reflius 
alio  die  tradiderat,  tradebatque  quae,  fi  paululum  attendiffet  animum, 
facile  vitaffet.’  What  the  great  Scaliger  thought  of  Salmafius,  then  young, 
may  be  gathered  from  the  beginning  of  one  of  his  letters  to  him  (Ep. 
ccxlviii.)  ‘  nunquam  ab  epiftolis  tuis  difcedo  nil!  dodtior : ’ — a  delightful 
charadter  of  Salmafius  is  given  by  the  learned  Huet,  in  his  Commentar.  de 
Rebus  ad  Eum  (Se)  pertin.  p.  125 — 130,  who  fays,  *  Si  quis  certe  ani¬ 
mum  ejus  atque  mores  ex  fcriptis  asftimare  velit,  arrogans  fuiffe  videatur, 
contumax,  fibique  prefidens ;  at  in  ufu,  et  confuetudine  vitae,  nihil 
placidius,  nihil  mitius,  comis  ad  haec,  urbanus,  et  officii  plenus,  verum 
benignitati  ejus  ac  quieti  multum  officiebat  uxor  imperiofa  Anna  Mer- 
cera,’  and  then  he  proceeds  to  give  an  account  how  Salmafius’s  wife  in¬ 
filled,  when  he  was  prefented  at  the  court  of  Chriilina,  in  dr  effing  him 
iu  fear  let  breeches  and  gloves,  with  a  black  cap  and  white  feather.  Sal¬ 
mafius  told  him  he  was  very  ill  with  the  gout  the  whole  time  he  was  in 
Sweden  ;  that  Chriilina  ufed  to  come  to  his  bed  ;  and  one  morning  found 
him  reading  ‘  Libellum  Subturpiculum,’  which  the  affrighted  profeffor 
hid  under  the  bedclothes ;  but  Chriilina  fearched  for  it  and  got  it ;  and, 
being  delighted  with  it,  called  in  a  young  and  beautiful  lady  of  the  name 
of  ‘  Sparra,’  whom  file  made  to  read  aloud  the  paffages  that  pleafed  her : 
and  while  the  girl  bluffied  at  her  talk,  the  Queen  and  her  attendants 
were  convulfed  with  laughter.  Huet  faw  at  Salmafius’  houfe  the  girl 
‘Pontia,’  and  fays  ffie  was  c  Tatis  elegans.’  His  account  of  the  amour  of 
Morus  with  this  girl  is  not  fo  unfavourable  as  Milton’s ;  in  fa£l,  he  made 
Morus  fign  a  paper  to  marry  her,  but  the  paffion  and  intemperance  of 
Salmafius’  wife  rendered  all  interference  unfuccefsful.  Morus  was  ill  in 
Salmafius’  houfe,  and  Pontia  nurfed  him,  which  was  the  beginning  of 
the  acquaintance.  An  epitaph  on  Salmafius  is  given  in  V.  Paravicini 
Sing,  de  Viris  Erud.  (1713)  p.  201,  in  the  bombaflic  flyle  of  the  time. 

Ingens  exigua  jacet  hac  fub  mole  fepultus 
Affertor  Regum,  numinis  atque  pugil 

Finivit  Spadae  vitam  Salmafius  hofpes 
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extent  of  his  information,  he  far  excelled  Salmafius  in 
the  correbtnefs  of  his  judgment,  the  diftribution  of  his 
knowledge,  and  the  more  luminous  arrangement  of  his 
erudition.  Grotius  was  an  elegant  poet  and  an  enlight¬ 
ened  philofopher,  as  well  as  a  profound  fcholar ;  and  the 
names  of  thefe  two  illuftrious  men  were  in  commendation 
not  often  disjoined.  Selden  fpeaks  of  Grotius,  c  as  the 
greateft,  the  chief  of  men/  and  of  Salmafius  as  c  moft  ad¬ 
mirable/  to  whom  he  wifhed  much  more  to  be  like  than 
to  be  the  moft  eminent  perfon  for  riches  and  honour  in 
the  world;  and  Cardinal  Richelieu  declared,  that  Bigno- 
nius,  Grotius,  and  Salmafius  were  the  only  perfons  of  that 
age  whom  he  looked  upon  as  arrived  at  the  higheft  pitch 
of  learning.  The  learned  Gataker  confidered  him  worthy 
of  the  appellation  beftowed  on  Picus  Mirandula,  c  The 
miracle  of  the  age  he  lived  in.’23  Such  was  the  antago- 
nift  whom  Milton  had  been  commanded  to  meet.  The 
work  which  the  exiled  monarch  required  from  the  critic 
was  probably  fomewhat  beyond  the  circle  of  his  ftudies ; 
he  wrote  alfo  on  the  unpopular  fide  ;  and  fome  among 
his  friends  neither  admired  the  motive,  nor  anticipated  the 
fuccefs  of  his  undertaking,24  for  Salmafius  was  himfelf  a 


Traje&um  cineres  offaque  trifle  tenet. 

Quod  mortali  fuit  periit,  pars  altera  coelis 
Reddita,  fit  major,  dodlior  effe  nequit. 

For  Letters  from  Chriftina  to  Salmafius  in  the  Ottoboni  Palace  at 
Rome,  fee  Keyjler's  Travels ,  vol.  iii.  p.  147.  For  his  alleged  intrigues 
and  conduct  in  Sweden,  fee  Jugleri ’s  Bibl.  Hi/lor.  T.  i.  p.  3  51,  and  fee 
alfo  Recueil  de  quelques  Pieces  curieufes  de  la  Reine  Chriftine ,  p.  295, 
printed  at  Cologne  among  the  Recueil  des  Hifioires  Galantes,  xzmo. 

23  See  Anfwer  to  Lilie ,  p.  85.  qto. 

24  See  Sarravii  Epijlolce ,  p.  224,  his  love  and  admiration  of  Salmafius 
evince  qualities  in  that  great  man  that  commanded  efteem.  ‘  De  Salma- 
fio  quid  dicam  ?  ad  eum  quippe  me  vocas.  Praccipiti  Ottobri  ejus  in 
amplexus  ivi.  Cum  eo  vivere  amem  et  obeam  libens.  Vis  plura  ?  Si 
per  impofhbile  cuiquam  mortalium  erigantur  unquam  altaria,  mihi  Deus, 
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prefbyteriarqand  had  written  againft  epifcopacy.  Hobbes 
fays,  che  is  unable  to  decide  whofe  language  is  beft,  or 
whofe  argument  word/  and  certainly  the  queftion  is  too 

Deus  ille,  fuaviftime  Fabrici.  De  omnigena  dodrina,  moribufque  huma- 
niffimis  tibi  comperta  narrare  nihil  attinet,’  p.  3  2.  See  alfo  his  5 1  ft  Epiftle 
to  Al.  More.  In  his  140th,  fpeaking  of  the  death  of  Grotius,  he  fays, 

4  Utri  veftrum,  Te  Grotiumque  intelligo,  debeatur  hujus  faeculi  princi- 
patus  literarius;  decernet  ventura  setas.’  In  the  198  th  Letter  Sarravius 
firffc  mentions  the  fubjed  of  Salmalius’s  defence,  which  he  applauds. 
4  Laudo  tamen  animi  tui  generofum  propofitum,  quo  nefandum  fcelus 
aperte  damnare  fuftines.’  Then  he  mentions  that  Bochart  intended 
4  eandem  Spartam  ornare,’  but  had  been  diffuaded.  In  the  208th,  4  De 
tuo  pro  infelice  Rege  Apologetico  folens  facis,  qui  facis  quod  libet,  et 
amicorum  confilia  fpernis.’  In  the  214th  he  has  feen  his  work,  4  Omni- 
no  magnus  eft  ifte  tuus  labor,  et  iftam  materiam  profunde  meditatus  es.  ’ 
In  the  216th  he  fays,  4  Tuam  defenftonem  quod  fpedat,  dolendum  effet 
in  ipfis  nafcendi  primordiis  interire.’  In  the  222nd  he  fpeaks  of  the  fifth 
edition  of  Salmafius’s  work  :  in  the  223rd  he  complains  that  a  copy  had 
not  been  fent  to  Charles’s  widow.  4  Quamvis  enim,  inquiebat,  fit  in  re 
minime  lauta,  tamen  potuifle  folvere  pretium  tabellarii,  qui  illud  attu- 
liffet.’  The  228th  is  the  letter  fo  often  quoted,  beginning  4  Te  ergo 
habemus  reum  fatentem.’  Sarravius  differed  from  him  in  his  defence  of 
Epifcopacy.  July  1648  he  tells  him  4vos  amis  fe  plaignent,  que  vous  ne 
faites  rien  de  ce  dont  ils  vous  prient,  et  que  vos  ennemis  au  contraire  ont 
l’avantage  de  vous  faire  ecrire  de  ce  qu’il  leur  plait from  a  careful  perufal 
of  the  correfpondence  connected  with  this  fubjed,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  effed  faid  to  be  produced  by  Milton’s  defence  on  Salmafius,  and  on 
his  reputation  has  been  prodigioufy  overrated .  Salmafius  feems  at  that 
time  to  have  been  as  much  interefted  about  other  works  which  he  had 
in  hand,  and  efpecially  about  conducing  fafely  and  commodioufiy  his 
journey  to  Sweden,  and  preferving  his  health  in  that  cold  climate.  It 
mull  alfo  be  obferved  that  whatever  More’s  moral  charader  was,  he  flood 
in  high  efteem  and  reputation  in  the  learned  world,  and  that  Milton’s 
attack  therefore  affeded  him  deeply.  See  Tan.  Fabri.  Epifol.  Ixvi.  lib.  i. 
ed.  1674,  p.  219.  A  full  and  impartial  account  of  him  may  be  read 
in  Bay  Ms  Ditt.  Art. 4  Morus.’  Arch.  Blackburne  calls  More  the  Atter - 
bury ,  or  rather  the  Dodd  of  his  age.  v.  Mem.  of  Hollis ,  p.  522.  On 
A.  More,  fee  Alberti  Oratio  de  Poefi  Theologis  utili ,  p.  4c  p.  4  Quis 
Bezam,’  &c.  v.  Opufcula  de  Ratione  Studiorum ,  8vo.  See  a  Note  by 
Prof.  Wyttenbach  on  A.  More,  and  in  Plutarch's  Moralia.  T.  i. 
P-415- 
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often  loft  fight  of  in  difcufling  the  niceties  of  verbal  con- 
ftrudtion,20  or  in  perfonal  altercation  ;  nor  is  the  argument 
difpofed  with  the  calm  and  comprehenfive  views  of  the 
ftatefman  and  philofopher.  That  Milton’s  fame,  how¬ 
ever,  was  widely  and  honourably  extended  by  this  per¬ 
formance,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  it  was 

In  Liberty’s  defence,  a  noble  talk, 

Of  which  all  Europe  rang  from  fide  to  fide; 

but  that  Salmafius  fuffered  difgrace  at  the  court  of  Chrif- 
tina  ;  that  he  was  difmiffed  with  contempt,  or  confidered 
as  defeated  with  diftionour,refts  upon  no  valid  authority.26 
Milton  in  his  Second  Defence  exprefsly  allowed,  that  the 
queen,  attentive  to  the  dignity  of  her  ftation,  let  the  ftranger 
experience  no  diminution  of  her  former  kindnefs  or  muni¬ 
ficence.  The  health  of  that  illuftrious  fcholar  had  long 
been  languiftiing  under  his  unremitted  labours.  He  was 
affiidled  with  gout  if  not  with  ftone,  and  he  went  to  feek 
relief  from  the  mineral  waters  of  Spa  (which  he  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  drunk  improperly),  where  he  died.  The 
queen  had  offered  him  large  appointments27  to  remain  in 


25  On  Milton’s  Latinity,  fee  Morhofs  Polyhift.  T.  i.  p.  301-2. 
It  was  faid  that  Salmafius  Hole  from  Schickard's  Juf.  Hebr.  Reg.  See 
Morhofy  vol.  ii.  p.  562.  See  Jugleri  in  his  Bibliotheca  Hijlorica ,  vol.  i. 
p.  632,  who  intended  to  give  an  hiftorical  and  literary  criticifm  on  this 
controverfy.  ‘  Salmafio,’  fays  Morhofy  ‘nonnunquam  cro'/ioixcc.  excude- 
runt.’  See  vol.  i.  p.  280  and  828. 

26  Other  fcholars  were  attracted  to  the  court  of  Sweden  by  the  pro- 
mifes  held  out  by  Chriftina,  and  by  her  character,  but  few  could  bear 
the  feverity  of  the  climate.  Defcartes  died  from  its  effedts.  G.  Naude  alfo 
went,  but  returned  from  the  fame  caufe.  See  CEuvres  de  Boileau, vo\.iii . 
p.417,  note.  Grotius  alfo  was  in  Sweden.  Frenfhemius  was  attradled  to 
Stockholm.  See  Jugleri  s  B.  Hift.  vol.  iii.  p.  2058.  Meibomius  alfo  was 
there.  See  Chamforfs  CEuvres ,  vol.  ii.  p.  238,  on  Chriftina’s  caprices 
fhown  to  Defcartes.  See  Mad.  Motteville' s  Memoir es,  vol.  i.  p.  378. 

27  He  had  a  penfion  of  40,000  livres  from  Sweden.  It  may  altonifh 
fome  of  my  readers  to  know  that  Salmafius  was  a  republican y  ‘Placebat 
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Sweden,  and  greatly  regretted  his  departure ;  but  the 
coldnefs  of  the  climate  was  injurious  to  him  :  and  [after 
his  death,  fhe  wrote  a  letter  full  of  concern  for  his  lofs, 
and  refpedl  for  his  memory  ;  the  flander  firft  thrown  out 
in  the  Mercurius  Politicus,28  and  fo  frequently  repeated, 
ought  no  longer  to  be  believed.  Salmafius  went  full  of 
years  and  honours  to  his  grave.29 

The  purpofe  of  Salmafius30  was  to  fupport  the  dodlrine 


Salmafio  relpublica.’  He  was  invited  by  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  to 
fettle  there  on  very  handfome  terms :  f  and/  fays  his  biographer,  f  he 
would  have  gone  ‘  nil!  aliquid  ab  eo  petiillen t,  quamvis  beatiffima  condi- 
tione,  quod  cum  ad  nationis  utilitatem  fpediaret,  non  erat  tamen  ad  ge- 
nium  ipfmsp  but  fo  far  was  Salmafius,  as  all  Milton’s  biographers  affert, 
from  being  a  flavifh  admirer  of  kings  or  regal  governments,  that  ‘  Bata- 
viam  hac  in  parte  pne  Anglia  preferebat  quod  majorem  femper  in  ref- 
publica  quam  in  regno  libertatem  eife  judicaret.’  v.  Vit.  Salmaf.  p.  xvi. 
It  was  not  folely  on  account  of  his  fuperior  learning  that  Salmafius  was 
feledted  by  the  adherents  of  Charles,  but  that  fome  of  his  previous  wri¬ 
tings  on  matters  connedted  with  the  Church  and  the  fedts,  had  produced 
much  effedt  in  England.  ‘  Dilfertatio  de  epifcopis  et  preibyteris  multum 
juverat  optime  fentientes  (in  Britannia)  in  abrogando  jure  Epifcoporum, 
quod  multi  ex  proceribus,  et  viris  primariis  ultro  cum  gratiarum  adtione 
teftati  funt :  ’  and  it  appears  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  being  confulted 
on  ecclefiaftical  affairs  by  the  perfons  of  rank  and  influence  in  England, 
‘  Confllium  Salmafii  faepius  per  deputationes  implorarunt  regni  proceres.’ 

28  Mercurius  Politicus  of  Marchmont  Needham,  Milton’s  friend,  com¬ 
menced  June  9,  1649,  ended  April  1660. 

29  It  is  curious  to  read  the  account  of  this  controverfy  in  the  Abbe 
D'  Artigny's  Memoires  de  Litterature ,  &c.  1749.  T  P*  173,  where 
he  fays,  4  The  difpute  of  Salmafius  was  referved  for  a  writer  far  below 
him,  and  unknown  in  the  republic  of  letters :  ’  he  had  the  portion  of 
thofe,  who,  efcaping  great  dangers,  at  laft  periflied  of  the  blow  of  fome 
cowardly  raw  recruit.  TheFrenchman  feems  to  think  that  Milton’s  attack, 
joined  to  his  wife’s  ill-humour,  affedted  the  old  fcholar  grievoufly ;  but  fee 
D' Olivet,  Hift.  de  /’ Academie  Fran^aife.  T.  ii.  p.  377,  which  is  decifive. 

30  Dr.  Symmons  has  allowed  the  fkill  and  eloquence  difplayed  in  the 
work  of  Salmafius,  vide  Life ,  p.  356,  and  has  fhown  how  much  Burke 
was  indebted  to  it.  In  that  flrange  rambling  work,  T.  Hollis’s  Me¬ 
moirs,  there  is  an  engraving  by  Cipriani,  reprefenting  Milton’s  head  on 
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of  the  divine  rights  of  kings  :  to  prove  that  the  king  is  a 
perfon  with  whom  the  fupreme  power  of  the  kingdom 
refides,  and  who  is  anfwerable  to  God  alone.  Milton 
averted  the  undifputed  fovereignty  of  the  people.  This 
he  terms  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  God,  and  of  nature. 
That  by  the  laws  of  God,  by  thofe  of  nations,  and  by  the 
municipal  laws  off  our  own  country,  a  king  of  England 
may  be  brought  to  trial  and  to  death ;  that  the  laws  of  God 
do  in  this  exactly  agree  with  the  laws  of  nature :  and  that 
this  is  a  fettled  maxim  of  the  law  of  nature  never  to  be 
fhaken,  that  the  fenate  and  the  people  are  fuperior  to 
kings  ;  and  that,  if  alked  by  what  law,  by  what  right  or 
juftice,  the  king  was  dethroned,  the  anfwer  is,  by  that  law 
which  God  and  nature  have  created ;  that  whatever  things 
are  for  the  univerfal  good  of  the  whole  date,  are  for  that 
reafon  lawful  and  juft ;  and  that  a  people  obliged  by  an 
oath,  is  difcharged  of  that  obligation,  when  a  lawful  prince 
becomes  a  tyrant,  or  gives  himfelf  over  to  doth  and  volup- 
tuoufnefs.  The  rule  of  juftice,  the  very  law  of  nature 
difpenfes  with  fuch  a  people’s  allegiance.  That  thefe  doc¬ 
trines  have  been  always  acknowledged  by  the  common 
confent  of  mankind,  he  endeavours  to  prove  from  the 
hiftory  of  ancient  nations.  Thus  the  kings  of  the  Jews 
were  fubjecft  to  the  very  fame  laws  as  the  people.  He 
traces  a  fimilar  belief  through  Egypt  and  Perlia,  through 
the  Grecian  hiftory,  and  the  annals  of  the  Roman  empire. 
He  alleges  the  authority  of  the  ancient  Scriptures,  the 
gofpel,  and  the  fathers.  He  then  finds  his  docftrine  fup- 
ported  by  the  ufage  and  conftitution  of  our  government 
from  the  period  of  the  Britifh  hiftory,  through  the  Saxon 


a  terminus,  on  which  is  a  medallion  fufpended  inclofing  the  portrait  of 
Salmafius;  this  was  a  print  emblematical  of  Milton’s  viftory,  v  p.  383. 
See  Spanheims  Char,  of  Salmafius  in  Mifceuanea  Leibnitziana ,  p.  1 00  ; 
alfo  Hacket's  Life  of  Abp.  Williams ,  p.  14.  30. 
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and  Norman  times,  and  traces  the  fupreme  power  of  the 
legislative  afTembly  to  the  reign  of  Charles.  Such  is  a  faint 
outline  of  his  argument ;  in  this  work  he  openly  accufes 
Buckingham  of  having  poifoned  King  James,  and  after¬ 
wards  even  makes  a  bolder  affertion,  that  Charles  was 
acceflbry  to  the  crime.31 

The  firft  reply  to  Milton’s  Defenfio  Populi  was32  pub- 
lifhed  in  1651.  Milton,  who  aflifted  his  nephew  Philips 
in  the  anfwer,  was  willing  to  confider  it  as  the  production 
of  that  distinguished  prelate,  Bramhall,  whom  he  treats 
with  the  fame  coarfenefs  of  farcafm,  and  violence  of  invec¬ 
tive  which  had  been  employed  againSt  Salmafius,  imputing 
to  him  the  greateSt  excefies,  and  the  practice  of  the  moSt 
degrading  vices.  Bramhall33  had  difowned  the  writing 
imputed  to  him,  but  the  real  author  was  not  difcovered 
till  the  induStry  of  Mr.  Todd  brought  the  fecret  to  light. 
He  proves  to  be  one  John  Rowland,  and  calls  himfelf 
‘  PaStor  Ecclefias  particularism  In  this  trad:  the  accufation 
of  the  death  of  James  the  FirSt  by  poifon  is  repeated. 


31  A  perfon  named  Jeanes  or  Janes  published  an  anfwer  to  Milton’s 
Eikonoklaftes  in  the  year  of  the  Reftoration,  1 660.  This  book  was  brought 
out  again  under  the  title  of  “  Salmafius,  his  deftrudtion  of  the  Diabolical 
Rebel  Milton  ” — intending  thereby  to  pafs  it  off  as  a  Tranfiation  of  Sal- 
maHus*  Polthumous  Work,  ad  Joannem  Miltonium  refponfio.  It  was  in 
fail  the  fame  work  and  the  fame  edition  as  that  brought  out  by  Janes, 
with  the  exception  of  the  title  and  a  leaf  of  addrefs  to  the  reader. 

32  In  the  original  editions  of  the  Defenfio  Populi,  and  Defenlio  Se- 
cunda,  the  name  of  the  author  is  printed  Joannis  MiltonI,  i.  e.  Miltonii ; 
he  therefore  differed  from  thofe  who  would  render  the  Englifh  termina¬ 
tion  ‘  on,’  by  ‘onus’  in  Latin. 

33  See  extract  from  Bijbop  Bramhall’ s  Letter  to  his  Son,  May,  1654. 
‘  That  filly  book,  which  he  afcribes  to  me,  was  written  by  one  John 
Rowland,  who  fince  hath  replied  upon  him.  I  never  read  a  word  either 
of  the  firft  book  or  the  reply  in  my  life.’  v.  Todd’s  Life ,  p.  83  ;  alfo 
fee  Reimanni  Catalog.  Bill.  fua.  T.  iii.  p.  781.  Job.  Rowlandi 
Rolemica  et  Irenica  pro  Rege  et  Populo  Anglicano ,  adverfus  Job.  Milto- 
num ,  1653  fine  loco. 
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Next  year  (1652)  appeared  cRegii  Sanguinis  clamor 
ad  coelum  adverfus  Parricidas  Anglicanos  this  work  was 
written  by  Peter  du  Moulin,  a  Frenchman,  afterwards 
Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  but  A.  More,  who  had  the 
care  of  the  publication,  was  treated  by  Milton  as  the  real 
author.  The  mitlake  was  afterwards  difcovered,  but  Mil- 
ton  had  exhaufted  his  invedtive  againft  More,  and  fuffered 
Du  Moulin  to  efcape.34  Alexander  More  was  a  Scotchman 
by  birth,  fettled  in  France,  and  was  the  fon  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  Proteftant  College  of  Caflres  in  Languedoc. 
He  was  a  perfonof  talent  and  learning,  but  more  eminently 
diftinguifhed  as  a  brilliant  though  eccentric  preacher.  It 
was  an  unfortunate  hour  for  him  when  he  threw  the  fhield 
of  his  name  to  protect  Du  Moulin’ s  writings,  for  More's 
perfonal  character  was  open  to  remark.  He  had,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  entered  into  a  love-intrigue  at  Leyden,  with  an 
Englifh  girl,  who  is  called  Pontia,  and  who  was  waiting- 
maid  to  the  wife  of  Salmafius.35  This  occafioned  much 


34  See  Du  Maulin’ s  Latin  Poems,  p.  140 ;  and  U  Efprit  de  G.  Patin9 
p.  64.  P.  du  Moulin,  one  of  the  molt  diftinguifhed  pallors  of  the  re¬ 
formed  Church  in  France,  during  the  1 6th  and  17th  centuries,  left  an 
Autograph  Memoir,  or  rather  Collection  of  Anecdotes,  behind  him, 
which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mons.  Marron  of  Paris,  and  will  fhortly 
be  publifhed.  See  Foreign  'uart .  Rev.  No.  XVI.  p.  512. 

35  The  wife  of  Salmafius  was  a  great  threw,  but  file  had  a  high  opi¬ 
nion  of  her  hufband.  II  fe  laiffoit  dominer  par  une  femme  hautaine  et 
chagrine,  qui  fe  vantoit  d’avoir  pour  mari,  mais  non  pour  maitre  ‘  le  plus 
favant  de  tons  les  nobles,  et  le  plus  noble  de  tous  les  favans.’  v.  Hue- 
tiana ,  p.  x.  The  88th  Letter  of  Sarravius  opens  a  curious  domeftic 
picture  of  Salmafius’s  family.  He  had,  it  appears,  applied  to  Sarravius 
to  procure  him  fome  maid-fervants,  and  his  friend  fairly  anfwers  him. 
‘Timeo  ne  itineris  difficultates,  cum  uxoris  tute  moribus  multas  deter- 
reant/  Salmafius  was  prefented  with  the  order  of  St.  Michael  by  Louis 
XIII.  hence  Milton  calls  him  ‘Equesd — The  biographers  of  Milton 
have  taken  their  account  of  Salmafius  chiefly  from  N.  Heinfius,  without 
keeping  in  mind  that  Heinfius  was  his  bitter  and  implacable  enemy.  Not 
wifliing  to  give  offence,  flill  I  mull  fay,  that  not  one  of  thofe  who  have 
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domeftic  difpute  and  jealoufy  in  the  houfe  of  the  learned 
profeSTor,  and  became  the  fubjedt  of  raillery  in  the  corre- 
fpondence  of  the  friends  of  Salmaftus.  It  appears  alfo, 
that  a  Similar  adventure  with  a  fervant  maid,  of  the  name 
of  Claudia  Peletta,  with  whom  More  is  accufed  of  in¬ 
triguing  before  and  after  her  marriage,  was  the  occalion 
of  his  leaving  Geneva  ;  and  a  third  amour,  with  a  young 
female  domeftic  of  the  name  of  Tibaltiana,  is  alfo  men¬ 
tioned.  Milton  did  not  fpare  his  enemy  on  the  ftde 
where  he  was  fo  much  expofed ;  and  More  Shrunk  from 
the  bitter  ftorm  of  invedtive,  farcafm,  and  irony,  that  his 
indignant  antagonist  poured  on  all  ftdes  upon  him.36 

The  c  Second  Defence’  is  one  of  the  moft  interesting 
of  Milton’s  writings.37  Johnfon  has  quoted  from  it  the 
eloquent  eulogy  on  Cromwell :  the  charadter  of  BradShaw 
is  drawn  with  all  the  Skill  and  power  of  Clarendon,  and 
prefents  a  noble  portrait  of  the  intrepid  regicide ;  and 
the  addrefs  to  Fairfax  has  for  ever  exalted  the  charadter, 
and  dignified  the  memory  of  that  illuftrious  foldier.  I 


written  on  this  controverfy  Teems  to  me  to  be  really  acquainted  with  the 
works  or  charafter  of  Salmafius.  See  alfo  N.  Heinjii  Poem.  hat.  152. 
165. 

36  In  Sarravii  EpiJloLz  are  many  addrefled  with  refpedt  and  efteem 
to  Ah  More.  He  Teems  not  to  have  been  permanently  injured  by  Mil¬ 
ton’s  attack,  and  he  would  hardly  be  recognized  as  the  fame  perfon  in 
the  party-llatement  of  Milton,  and  the  impartial  life  by  Bayle.  A  copy 
of  Latin  verfes  by  A.  More,  addreffed  to  N.  Heinlius,  is  in  the  Adopti- 
vorum  Carmina,  p.  19.  See  alfo  Huetii  Carmina,  p.  33.  ed.  Gnevii. 
v.  Reimanni  Catal.  Bibl.fua,  vol.  iii.  p.  401. 

37  See  Talfourd's  Memoirs  of  Charles  Lamb ,  vol.  i.  p.  242,  a  Letter 
from  Lamb  to  Coleridge,  on  a  palfage  in  the  Second  Defence  on  his  con- 
folations  on  his  blindnefs  which  had  been  made  a  reproach  to  him. 

‘The  firft  Defence  is  the  greateft  work  among  them,  becaufe  it  is 
uniformly  great,  and  fuch  as  is  befitting  the  very  thought  of  a  great 
nature,  fpeaks  for  itfelf.  But  the  fecond  Defence,  which  is  but  a  facri- 
fice  of  fplendid  epifodes,  flightly  tied  together,  has  one  paffage,’  &c. 
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fhall  add  Milton’s  commemoration  of  other  names,  not 
lefs  celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of  that  eventful  time.  c  Firft 
you,  Fleetwood,  whom  I  have  known  to  have  been  always 
the  fame  in  the  humanity,  gentlenefs,  and  benignity  of 
your  difpofition,  from  the  time  you  firft  entered  on  the 
profeftion  of  a  foldier,  to  your  obtainment  of  thofe  mili¬ 
tary  honours,  the  next  only  to  the  firft,  and  whom  the 
enemy  has  found  of  dauntlefs  valour,  but  the  mildeft  of 
conquerors  ;  and  you,  Lambert ,  who,  when  a  young  man 
at  the  head  of  a  mere  handful  of  men,  checked  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  attended  with  the  power 
and  ftrength  of  the  Scottifh  youth,  and  kept  him  at 
check ;  you,  Dejborow ,  and  you,  JVh alley ,  whom,  when¬ 
ever  I  heard  or  read  of  the  fierceft  battles  of  this  war,  I 
always  expe&ed  and  found  among  the  thickeft  of  the 
enemy  ;  you,  Overton ,  who  have  been  connected  with 
me  for  thefe  many  years,  in  a  more  than  brotherly  union, 
by  fimilitude  of  ftudies,  and  by  the  fweetnefs  of  your 
manners.  In  that  memorable  battle  of  Marfton  Moor, 
when  our  left  wing  was  routed,  the  chief  officers  looking 
back  in  their  flight  beheld  you  keeping  your  ground  with 
your  infantry,  and  repelling  the  attacks  of  the  enemy 
amid  heaps  of  flain  on  both  fides ;  and  afterwards  in  the 
war  in  Scotland,  no  fooner  were  the  fhores  of  Fife  occu¬ 
pied,  under  the  aufpices  of  Cromwell,  with  your  troops, 
and  the  way  opened  beyond  Stirling,  than  both  the 
weftern  and  the  northern  Scots  acknowledged  you  for  the 
humaneft  of  enemies,  and  the  fartheft  Orcades  for  their 
civilizing  conqueror.  I  will  yet  add  fome,  whom,  as  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  the  robe  and  arts  of  peace,  you  have  no¬ 
minated  as  your  counfellors,  and  who  are  known  to  me 
either  by  friendfhip  or  reputation.  Whitlocke,  Pickering, 
Strickland,  Sydenham,  and  Sydney33  (an  illuftrious  name 


38  Sydneio  Sacrum. 
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which  I  rejoice  has  fteadily  adhered  to  our  fide),  Mon¬ 
tague,  Lawrence,  both  men  of  the  firfl  capacity,  and  po- 
lifhed  by  liberal  ftudies,  befides  numberlefs  other  citizens, 
diftinguifhed  for  their  rare  merits,  fome  for  their  former 
fenatorial  exertions,  others  for  their  military  fervices.’  A 
fplendid  eulogy  rewarded  the  virgin  queen  of  the  north, 
the  daughter  of  Adolphus,  for  the  praife  fhe  was  reported 
to  have  given  to  Milton’s  defence,  and  the  magnanimity 
which  led  her  to  read  and  even  to  applaud  what  feemed 
written  againft  her  own  right  and  dignity.39 

Flufhed  with  his  vidtory,40  and  proud  of  the  great  re¬ 
putation  which  he  had  acquired,  Milton  opened  his  Second 
Defence  with  a  triumphant  anticipation  of  the  fentence 
that  would  be  paffed  on  it :  c  He  now/  he  fays,  c  feels 
himfelf  not  in  the  forum,  or  on  the  roftrum,  lurrounded 
by  a  fingle  people  only,  whether  Roman  or  Athenian, 
but  as  it  were  by  liftening  Europe,  confiding  and  palling 
judgment.  He  addreffes  himfelf  to  all  fittings  and  affem- 
blies,  wherever  are  to  be  found  men  of  the  higheft  autho¬ 
rity,  wherever  there  are  cities  and  nations.  He  imagines 
himfelf  fet  out  on  his  travels,  that  he  beholds  from  on 
high  tradls  beyond  the  feas,  and  wide  extended  regions, 
that  he  beholds  countenances  ftrange  and  numberlefs,  and 
all  in  feelings  of  mind,  his  clofeft  friends  and  neighbours. 


39  I  would  with  to  remove  the  impreffion,  if  fuch  exifts,  that  Salma- 

fius  entered  into  this  controverfy  as  an  advocate  of  the  regal  rights,  from 
interefted  motives,  without  a  convidtion  of  the  juftice  of  his  caufe.  The 
death,  if  not  the  dethronement  of  Charles,  excited  great  horror  and  in¬ 
dignation  in  other  nations ;  with  what  feelings  Salmalius  came  to  his 
talk  may  be  judged  by  the  language  which  N.  Heinfius  ufes  on  this 
fubjedt,  fee  his  Poemata ,  El  eg.  Lib.  ii.  4.  p.  43,  iii.  1.  p.  64.  8.  p.  79, 
x.  p.  82.  Sylv.  Lib.  iii.  p.  192.  ‘  Antiphata  dignus  Rege  Britannus 

eratl 

40  See  Arguments  taken  from  Milton  and  the  writers  on  fames  and 
William  III.  in  Fabricii  Centuria  Plagiorum,  p.  56.  4to. 


LIFE  OF  MILTON. 


lxxxi 


Wherever  there  are  natures  free,  ingenuous,  magnani¬ 
mous,  either  they  are  prudently  concealed  or  openly  pro- 
fefied.  Some  favour  in  filence,  others  give  their  fuffrages 
in  public.  Some  haften  to  receive  me  with  fhouts  of  ap- 
plaufe,  others,  in  fine,  vanquifhed  by  truth,  furrender 
themfelves  captive.  Encompafied  by  fuch  countlefs  mul¬ 
titudes,  it  feems  to  me,  that  from  the  columns  of  Hercules, 
to  the  fartheft  borders  of  India,  that,  throughout  this  vaft 
expanfe,  I  am  bringing  back,  bringing  home  to  every  na¬ 
tion  liberty,  fo  long  driven  out,  fo  long  an  exile;  and,  as 
is  recorded  of  Triptolemus  of  old,  that  I  am  importing 
fruits  for  the  nations  from  my  own  city,  but  of  a  far 
nobler  kind  than  thofe  fruits  of  Ceres.  That  I  am  fpread- 
ing  abroad  among  the  cities,  the  kingdoms,  and  nations, 
the  reftored  culture  of  civility  and  freedom  of  life.’ 

He  had  been  reproached  by  his  adverfaries  with  his 
blindnefs  ;  and  his  anfwer  to  the  charge  can  be  read  by  no 
one  without  high  admiration  of  the  magnanimity  of  his 
mind,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  piety.  To  be  blind,  he  fays, 
is  not  miferable,  but  not  to  be  able  to  bear  blindnefs,  that 
is  miferable  indeed.  He  calls  God  to  witnefs,  the  fearcher 
of  the  inmoft  fpirit,  and  of  every  thought,  that  he  is  un- 
confcious  of  any  thing,  (though  he  has  vifited  all  the  re¬ 
cedes  of  his  heart)  of  any  crime,  the  heinoufnefs  of  which 
could  have  juftly  called  down  this  calamity  upon  him 
above  others.  That  he  has  written  nothing  which  he  was 
not  perfuadea  at  the  time,  and  is  ftill  perfuaded,  was  right 
and  true,  and  pleating  to  God.  And  this,  without  being 
moved  by  ambition,  by  lucre,  or  by  glory,  but  folely  by 
a  fenfe  of  duty,  of  grace,  and  of  devotion  to  his  country. 
c  Then  let  the  flanderers  (he  fays)  of  the  judgments  of 
God  ceafe  their  revilings.  Let  them  detifl:  from  their 
dreamy  forgeries  concerning  me.  Let  them  know  that  I 
neither  repine  at,  nor  repent  me  of  my  lot :  that  I  remain 
fixed,  immoveable  in  my  opinion :  that  I  neither  believe. 
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nor  have  found  that  God  is  angry :  nay,  that  in  things 
of  the  greatest  moment,  I  have  experienced  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  his  mercy,  and  his  paternal  goodnefs  towards  me. 
That  above  all,  in  regard  of  this  calamity,  I  acquiefce  in 
his  divine  will,  for  it  is  he  himfelf  who  comforts  and  up¬ 
holds  my  fpirit,  being  ever  more  mindful  of  what  he  fhall 
bellow  upon  me,  than  of  what  he  fhall  deny  me.  Belides 
how  many  things  are  there  which  I  fhould  choofe  not  to 
fee  ?  How  many  which  I  might  be  unwilling  to  fee  ;  and 
how  few  remaining  things  are  there  which  I  fhould  delire 
to  fee.  Neither  am  I  concerned  at  being  clalfed,  though 
you  think  this  a  miferable  thing,  with  the  blind,  with  the 
afflicted,  with  the  miferable,  with  the  weak.  Since  there 
is  a  hope  that,  on  this  account,  I  have  a  nearer  claim  to 
the  mercy  and  protection  of  the  fovereign  father.  There 
is  a  way,  and  the  Apoftle  is  my  authority,  through  weak- 
nefs  to  the  greatell  ftrength.  May  I  be  one  of  the 
weakell,  provided  only  in  my  weaknefs,  that  immortal  and 
better  vigour  be  put  forth  with  greater  effect:  provided 
only  in  my  darknefs  the  light  of  the  divine  countenance 
does  but  more  brightly  fhine ;  for  then  I  fhall  at  once 
be  the  weakell  and  moll  mighty  ;  fhall  be  at  once  blind, 
and  of  the  moll  piercing  fight.  Thus,  through  this  in¬ 
firmity  Ihould  I  be  confummated,  perfected.  Thus, 
through  this  darknefs  Ihould  I  be  enrobed  with  light. 
And,  in  truth,  we  who  are  blind,  are  not  the  lafl  regarded 
by  the  providence  of  God ;  who,  as  we  are  incapable  to 
difcern  any  thing  but  himfelf,  beholds  us  with  the  greater 
clemency  and  benignity.  Woe  be  to  him  who  injures  us  ; 
he  deferves  to  be  devoted  to  the  public  curfe.  The  divine 
law,  the  divine  favour  has  made  us  not  merely  fecure, 
but,  as  it  were,  facred  from  the  injuries  of  men  ;  nor 
would  have  feemed  to  have  brought  the  darknefs  upon 
us,  fo  much  by  inducing  a  dimnefs  of  the  eyes,  as  by  the 
overlhadowing  of  heavenly  wings.  Belides,  as  I  am  not 
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grown  torpid  by  indolence,  fince  my  eyes  have  deferted 
me,  but  am  ftill  adtive,  ftill  ready  to  advance  among 
the  foremoft  to  the  moft  arduous  ftruggles  for  liberty  ; 
I  am  not  therefore  deferted  by  men  even  of  the  firft 
rank  in  the  ftate.  Thus,  while  I  can  derive  confolation 
in  my  blindnefs  both  from  God  and  man,  let  no  one 
be  troubled  that  I  have  loft  my  eyes  in  an  honourable 
caufe :  and  far  be  it  from  me  to  be  troubled  at  it ;  far 
be  it  from  me  to  poflefs  fo  little  fpirit  as  not  to  be  able 
without  difficulty  to  defpife  the  revilers  of  my  blindnefs, 
or  fo  little  placability  as  not  to  be  able  with  ftill  lefs 
difficulty  to  forgive  them.’  The  treatife,  after  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  paflages  of  great  eloquence  and  animation,  ends 
with  a  folemn  and  earneft  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  prove  themfelves  worthy  of  the  vidlory  they  have 
gained,  and  the  pofition  they  have  fecured.  He  warns 
them  to  derive  their  liberty  not  from  arms,  but  from 
piety,  juftice,  temperance  ;  in  fine,  from  real  virtue,  not 
to  make  war  alone  their  virtue,  or  higheft  glory,  or  to 
negledt  the  arts  of  peace.  To  banifh  avarice,  ambition, 
luxury,  and  all  excefs  from  their  thoughts  ;  fuch  is  the 
warfare  of  peace.  Vidtories  hard,  it  is  true,  but  blamelefs, 
more  glorious  far  than  the  warlike  or  the  bloody.  c  As 
for  myfelff  he  fays  (fpeaking  with  fomething  of  a  pro¬ 
phetic  forrow),  c  to  whatever  ftate  things  may  return,  I 
have  performed,  and  certainly  with  good  will,  I  hope  not 
in  vain,  the  fervice  which  I  thought  would  be  of  moft  ufe 
to  the  commonwealth.  It  is  not  before  our  doors  alone 
that  I  have  borne  my  arms  in  defence  of  liberty.  I  have 
wielded  them  in  a  field  fo  wide  that  the  juftice  and  reafon 
of  thofe  which  are  no  vulgar  deeds,  fhall  be  explained 
and  vindicated  alike  to  foreign  natures  and  our  own 
countrymen.  If  after  achievements  fo  magnanimous,  ye 
bafely  fall  from  your  duty,  if  ye  are  guilty  of  any  thing 
unworthy  of  you,  be  allured,  pofterity  will  fpeak,  and 
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thus  pronounce  its  judgment.  The  foundation  was 
ftrongly  laid.  The  beginning,  nay,  more  than  the  be¬ 
ginning,  was  excellent,  but  it  will  be  inquired,  not  with¬ 
out  a  difturbed  emotion,  who  raifed  the  fuperftrudture, 
who  completed  the  fabric  ?  To  undertakings  fo  grand,  to 
virtues  fo  noble,  it  will  be  a  fubjedl  of  grief  that  per- 
feverance  was  wanting.  It  will  be  feen  that  the  harveft 
of  glory  was  abundant ;  but  that  men  were  not  to  be 
found  for  the  work.  Yet  that  there  was  not  wanting  one 
who  could  give  good  counfel,  who  could  exhort,  encou¬ 
rage  :  who  could  adorn  and  celebrate  in  immortal  praifes 
the  tranfcendent  deeds,  and  thofe  who  performed  them.’ 
Another  piece  in  which  he  defends  himfelf  perfonally 
againft  More,  and  repeats  his  accufations,  is  all  which  is 
neceffary  to  notice,  p.  459.41 

That  the  once  celebrated  controverfy  with  Salmafius 
has  ceafed  to  be  of  public  intereft,  may  be  inferred,  from 
its  feldom  or  ever  being  alluded  to  in  thofe  works  which 
profefiedly  difcufs  the  great  conftitutional  queftions  of 
that  time.  Hobbes  faid  of  thefe  treatifes,  cc  They  are 
very  good  Latine  both,  and  hardly  to  be  judged  which  is 
better ;  and  both  very  ill  reafoning,  and  hardly  to  be 
judged  which  is  worft.  Like  the  declamations,  pro  and 
con ,  for  exercife  only,  in  a  rhetorical  fchool  by  one  and 
the  fame  man  :  fo  like  is  a  Prefbyterian  to  an  Indepen¬ 
dent.”  In  fa6t,  each  champion  placed  himfelf  on  the  ex¬ 
treme  limits  or  edge  of  the  pofition  he  maintained  ;  Sal- 
mafius  maintained  the  indefeahble  right,  the  unlimited 
power,  and  the  irrefponhble  nature  of  the  kingly  office. 


41  In  noticing  Milton’s  miftake  in  the  ufe  of  the  word  ‘  Vapulandus,’ 
Johnfon  has  obferved  that  Ker,  and  fome  one  before  bun  had  remarked 
it.  This  perfon  was  Vavaffor.  de  Epig.  cxxii.  p.  154.  See  Crenii 
Animad.  Pbilolog.  i2ino.  p.  77.  “  Ulud  mirum  pariter  et  feftivum  quod 
is  quo  loco  et  quibus  plane  verbis  attribuit  Salmafio  folcecifmos,  iifdem 
ipfe  folaecifmum,  aut  folascifmo  flagitium  non  minus  admittat.” 
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More  than  half  of  his  bulky  and  laborious  treatife  is  taken 
up  with  the  difcuffion  of  the  abStrad  question  of  the  jus 
divinum  of  kings  ;  and  it  is  only  in  the  eighth  chapter 
that  he  confiders  his  ground  Sufficiently  prepared  for  ap¬ 
plying  his  arguments  to  the  EngliSh.  Monarchy.  If  we 
look  at  this  treatife  of  the  Leyden  ProfeSTor  with  the  phi- 
lofophical  fpirit  of  modern  hiftory,  it  can  only  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  little  more  diStinguiffied  by  the  celebrity  of  its 
author  and  his  antagonist,  and  by  the  greatnefs  of  the 
occafion  that  called  it  forth,  than  others  written  on  party 
quedions  in  thofe  days,  and  which  attempted  to  fettle  the 
complicated  questions  of  law  and  prerogative  in  modern 
times,  on  the  paradoxes  of  ancient  philofophers,  on  the 
JewiSh  theocracy,  on  the  apoStolical  commands,  on  the 
opinions  of  the  fathers,  on  the  authorities  of  councils,  and 
all  the  learned  and  obfolete  lumber  of  pedantic  acquire¬ 
ment.  But  it  would  not  be  fair  to  exped  that  Salmafius 
Should  have  anticipated  the  knowledge  which  it  took  an¬ 
other  century  to  mature.  Treatifes  on  the  fame  fubjed, 
and  in  the  fame  language  as  that  which  he  ufed,  had  ap¬ 
peared  before  his  time  ;  and  the  Vindiciae  contra  Tyran- 
nos  of  Languet,  and  the  work  De  jure  Regni  apud  Scotos 
of  Buchanan,42  are  in  the  fame  Style  of  argument,  though 
advocating  principles  the  oppoSite  to  his  ;  and  fubfe- 
quently  the  reafonings  of  Salmahus  were  again  revived  in 
the  elaborate  difquifitions  of  Filmer  and  Mackenzie. 
The  philofopher  of  Malmefbury  alone  purfued  another 
fyStem  ;  and,  putting  aSide  the  aSTiStance  of  obfolete  au¬ 
thority,  which  he  might  conlider  as  ufelefs  when  op- 
pofed  to  the  unalienable  rights  of  juStice  and  liberty, 
he  laid  down  certain  general  principles  for  the  focial  co- 


42  Buchanan,  fays  Gibbon,  is  the  earlieft,  or  at  leaft  the  mod  cele¬ 
brated  of  the  Reformers  who  has  juilified  the  theory  of  Refinance.  See 
Rom.  Hi  ft.  vol.  ii. 
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venant,  and  prefented  his  model  of  government  for  the 
imitation  of  ftatefmen  and  the  inftrudtion  of  the  people. 
Confidered,  however,  in  refpedt  of  the  time  in  which  it 
was  written,  and  the  circumftances,  and  that  it  came  from 
the  pen  of  a  foreigner,  and  one  whofe  life  had  been 
chiefly  devoted  to  the  ftudy  of  antiquity  and  the  correc¬ 
tion  and  explanation  of  the  texts  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
writers  ;  it  will  be  a  proof,  if  fuch  is  wanting,  that  the 
fame  which  Salmafius  had  acquired  beyond  that  of  every 
other  fcholar  of  his  time  for  his  extenflve  erudition  was 
juftly  beftowed,  and  that  he  poflefled  other  knowledge 
befides  that  which  is  to  be  found  amid  the  gloflaries  and 
grammarians  of  ancient  tongues.  That  it  was  not  fo  po¬ 
pular  as  the  anfwer  of  Milton,  in  the  reformed  countries 
as  well  as  England,  in  the  United  States,  in  Zurich,  or  at 
Geneva,  we  may  readily  believe  ;  in  thefe  countries  the 
literature  of  Europe  was  chiefly  to  be  found,  and  they 
were  the  head-quarters  of  republican  doctrines.  The  re¬ 
ception  of  the  rival  volumes,  however,  in  foreign  nations 
was  pretty  equally  balanced  by  the  contending  parties. 
Salmaflus’s  treatife  was  fupprefled  at  Amfterdam,  and 
Milton’s  was  burnt  by  the  common  hangman  at  Paris  and 
Touloufe.  It  excites  a  fmile  at  the  prefent  day  to  read 
fuch  refledtions  as  the  following,  where  the  wit  and  the 
confidence  are  alike  confpicuous  :  <c  Un  Anglais  nomme 
Jean  Milton  a  repondu  a  M.  de  Saumaife ;  je  penfe  que 
M.  de  Saumaife  lui  repondra  /”  (Vide  LEfprit  dd  G. 
Fatin ,  p.  17 1.)  But  the  learning  and  ability  with  which 
this  treatife  is  compofed,  mult  fhield  it  from  contempt, 
though  they  can  no  longer  fave  it  from  negledt.  If  now 
extindf,  as  to  all  public  curioflty,  and  opened  only  occa- 
fionally  by  the  critic  or  the  biographer,  yet  it  can  boafl: 
that  no  common  attention  had  been  paid  to  its  authority  ; 
and  that  its  importance  is  declared  in  the  commendation 
of  one  party,  and  in  the  cenfure  of  another  ;  its  dodtrines 
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were  oppofed  by  the  greateft  Poet  of  one  age,  and  they 
have  been  fupported  and  fandtioned  by  the  greateft  States¬ 
man  of  another.  Salmafius43  might  be  equally  proud  of 
the  declared  hoftility  of  Milton,  and  the  filent  admiration 
of  Burke. 

It  muft  not  however  be  unnoticed,  that  the  enemies  of 
Salmafius  not  only  objected  to  the  whole  force  and  tenor 
of  his  arguments,  but,  further,  accufed  him  of  plagiarifm  ; 
and  they  aflerted  that  the  reafoning  which  defended  the 
divine  right  of  kings,  was  borrowed  from  the  great  work, 
De  Jure  Belli  et  Pacis  of  his  contemporary  and  rival  in 
literary  fame,  Hugo  Grotius  :  a  work  which  that  great 
writer  commenced  when  emerging  from  the  gloom  of  a 
cruel  and  unjuft  captivity,  which  he  carried  on  amid  the 
privations  of  an  unfettled  life  and  uncertain  fortune,  and 
which  at  length  led  him  to  the  fplendours  of  an  honour¬ 
able  and  illuftrious  embafty.  Yet  fomething  more  than 
a  juft  confidence  in  his  own  talents  and  extenfive  refources 
would  have  kept  Salmafius  from  being  indebted  to  a  con¬ 
temporary,  from  whom  he  was  alienated  during  his  life, 
and  whofe  reputation  after  death  he  attacked  with  an  un¬ 
relenting  and  unprovoked  hoftility. 

It  has  been  faid  that  Salmafius  loft  the  favour  of  Chrif- 
tina,  at  whofe  court  he  was  refiding,  when  Milton’s  an- 
fwer  appeared  ;  and  that  his  death  was  caufed  by  the 
bitternefs  of  his  fuppofed  defeat  by  an  antagonift  previoufly 


43  The  learned  Gataker  confidered  Salmafius  worthy  of  the  appella¬ 
tion  bellowed  on  Pic.  Mirandula, — “  the  Miracle  of  the  Age  he  lived 
in.”  See  his  anfwer  to  Lilie,  p.  85.  Sarravius  calls  him  the  Cory¬ 
phaeus  of  facred  and  profane  literature,  and  Grotius  honoured  him  with 
the  title.  Super  eminentiffime.  The  fanatical  republicans  who  hated 
his  arguments,  and  the  jealoufy  of  the  fcholars  who  envied  his  erudition, 
attempted  to  pull  down  the  noble  flatue  from  the  pedellal  on  which  it 
had  fo  long  flood — but  in  vain;  it  flill  rofe  in  its  majellic  proportions 
and  colofTal  fize. 
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unknown.  The  truth  of  either  of  thefe  aflertions,  too 
haftily  a  (Turned  by  the  biographers  of  Milton,  is  more 
than  queflionable.  It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the 
capricious  Queen  of  the  North  may  have  vexed  this  old 
fcholar  with  commendations  of  his  enemy,44  and  that  fhe 
may  have  joined  in  the  voice  of  general  praife  ;  but  Sal- 
mafius  left  the  court  of  Stockholm,  not  from  the  frowns 
of  the  Queen,  but  driven  ftway  by  the  feverity  of  that 


44  Salmafius  defcribes  himfelf  as  fupported  in  his  work  by  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  integrity  and  the  intrepidity  of  truth.  Deum  teftabor  me 
hanc  caufam  tuendam  fufcepiffe  non  tantum  rogatus,  fed  quia  meliorem 
et  juftiorem  nuliam  ea  me  potuiffe  defendere  confcientia  mea  mihi  fug- 
geffit,  ratio  et  veritas  docuit,  refque  ipla  didlavit,  &c.  It  does  not  ap-v 
pear  exaCtly  when  the  “firft  bold  man  dared  to  talk  of  bringing  the 
King  to  juftice  ;  ”  but  fuch  language  was  heard  in  1646  and  1647. 
Berkeley  afferts  that  the  refolution  was  taken  at  Windfor  in  a  Council 
of  officers,  foon  after  the  King’s  confinement  at  Carifbrook.  See  Ma - 
feres' s  Tracts,  i.  383,  and  Hallam's  Conji.  Hijlory,  ii.  302.  Mr.  Bowles 
confiders  that  Milton  was  the  firft  who  cried  out  for  national  juftice,  in 
his  Exordium  of  Defenfio  Populi;  that  Cromwell  feized  the  idea,  and 
that  the  King  was  hurried  to  judgment.  He  ingenioufly  finds  a  corro¬ 
boration  of  this  opinion  in  the  motto  of  Milton,  in  his  laft  addrefs  to  the 
people,  when  it  was  determined  by  the  whole  voice  of  the  Nation  to 
execute  the  exiled  King.  The  motto  as  appears  in  Milton’s  works 

- Et  nos 

Confilium  dedimus  Scyllae. 

See  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken ,  vol.  i.  pp.  87,  156,  &c.  and  his  Laft  Days 
of  Chillingworth ,  p.  12.  I  find  a  note  in  my  copy  of  Milton,  that  Sir 
Thomas  Phillipps  prefented  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature  with  ex¬ 
tracts  from  MS.  Letters  of  Milton  to  Cromwell ,  purporting  to  be  the 
fketch  of  a  republic,  which  he  had  devifed  as  a  model  of  perfection. 
Has  this  letter  been  publifhed?  Is  it  generally  known  that  the  State  Let¬ 
ters  of  Milton  were  not  only  tranflated  by  J.  Philips,  but  by  fome  other 
writer,  and  printed  abroad,  with  curious  interpolations  ?  The  original 
Latin  was  publifhed  in  1676.  The  Anon.  Tranflation,  1682,  4to.  and 
Philips’s  in  1694.  Refer  particularly  to  p.  88  of  the  4to.  and  p.  236 
of  Philips.  In  Todd's  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  180,  it  is  laid  that  the  Latin 
letters  were  given  not  accurately . 
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iron  climate.  There,  at  the  fame  Court,  Defcartes  died 
from  the  effects  of  a  Northern  winter.  Naudaeus,  an¬ 
other  eminent  fcholar  who  had  been  fummoned  there  by 
the  fame  authority,  was  obliged  for  the  fame  caufe  to  re  - 
tire  to  the  South.  Grotius,  then  refident  in  Sweden, 
mentions,  cc  ilia  Mundi  pars  quam  fibi  frigidus  feptentrio 
fepofuit,” — ccil  ne  pourroit  pas  fouffrir  Pair  froid  de  Suede. 
L’air  de  Stokolm  lui  etoit  contraire.”  The  biographer 
of  Salmafius  afferts  that,  unable  to  bear  the  climate,  cche 
was  always  in  bed  with  a  fire  in  his  room.’’  Hence  the 
joke  of  Philips,  cc  In  Suecorum  aula  jam  diu  friget 
We  have  before  us  a  volume  of  Latin  poetry  by  that 
unfortunate  and  inconfiderate  writer,  who  too  rafhly  lent 
his  name  to  protect  the  character  of  another — Poemata 
Alexandri  Mori,  1669,  4-to.  in  which  is  an  epitaph  on 
Salmaflus  (p.  122),  and  the  laft  couplet  of  which  fets  at 
reft  the  fubject  of  Chriftinas  treatment  of  him — 

Poftquam  Chriftina  colitur — nihil  addo — quid  ultra 
Pertulit  ad  laudes  ilia ,  vel  ille  luas  ? 

In.  this  volume  is  no  allufion  to  the  controverfy  with  Mil- 
ton,  except  as  juft  mentioned  in  the  lines  on  Salmafius, 
p.  123.  As  regards  his  death,  it  did  not  take  place  till 
three  years  after  this  time,  and  after  his  Anfwer  to  Mil- 
ton  had  been  nearly  completed.  Salmafius  was  advanced 
in  years,  was  of  a  very  weak  conftitution,  was  worn  out 
with  a  life  of  hard  ftudy,  enfeebled  by  gout,  probably 
injured  by  his  refidence  and  by  the  fnows  of  Stockholm  ; 
he  went  to  Spa  for  its  medicinal  waters,  and  there  this 
<f  Monfter  of  Erudition  ”  died.  Chriftina’s  high  regard 
of  him  is  fhown  beyond  all  difpute,  in  the  affectionate 
and  zealous  letter  which  fhe  fent  to  the  widow,  in  which 
fhe  repeats,  that  fhe  had  all  the  fentiments  of  love  to 
him,  as  to  a  father ;  and  was  deeply  interefted  in  the 
glory  of  his  reputation  :  fhe  falls  foul  of  the  widow  for 
burning  his  manufcripts.  The  biographers  of  Milton 
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might  have  profitably  {pent  a  few  hours  on  the  volume 
of  Sarravius.45  While  it  is  confeffed  that  Milton’s  lan¬ 
guage,  in  this  famous  treatife,  defcended  into  the  indecent 
groffnefs  of  perfonal  abufe,  it  yet  may  be  faid  that  fuch  was 
the  tone  and  temper,  not  only  of  the  controverfial  writers, 
but  even  the  fcholars  of  the  day  ;  that  he  had  not  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  fcurrilous  and  violent  declamations  of  the  fana¬ 
tical  preachers  and  the  angry  bark  of  their  feditious  pul¬ 
pits.  South  fays — <c  It  was  the  pulpit  that  fupplied  the 
field  with  fwordfmen  and  the  Parliament  Houfe  with  in¬ 
cendiaries.”  Probably  it  was  expeCted  of  him,  as  the 
public  champion  of  the  great  and  holy  caufe,  that  his 
tone  fhould  be  uncompromifing  and  decifive  ;  that  he 
fbould  blow  aloud  the  blafl  of  defiance  and  contempt  to 
the  enemies  of  Sion ;  while  the  fevere  and  farcaftic  lan¬ 
guage  which  his  opponent  had  applied  to  the  leaders  of 
the  fanatical  party,  and  to  their  motives  and  principles, 
had  goaded  him  into  perfonal  recrimination.  cc  Had  the 
heart  of  Milton,”  fays  Mr.  D’lfraeli,  tc  beat  as  coldly  on 
the  death  of  Charles  as  Ludlow’s,  his  democratic  feelings 
might  be  refpe&ed.  But  that  this  great  tragic  genius, 
having  witneffed  this  folemn  fcene  of  Majefty  in  its  lad: 
affliction,  fhould  have  ridiculed  and  calumniated  and  belied 
it  as  the  meanest  of  the  mob, — who  would  credit  this, 
had  it  been  a  fecret  anecdote  hitherto  concealed  from  the 
public  eye  ?  Milton,  in  his  celebrated  Defence  of  the 

45  In  his  Anfwer  written  at  Spa,  after  his  return  from  Sweden,  Sal- 
mafiusfpeaks  of  Chriftina  withpraife  : — “  faciliores  aditus  habet  et  mol- 
liora  fandi  tempora,”  &c.  p.  225.  When  Hie  relinquifhed  her  crown 
and  retired  to  Rome,  fhe  was  equally  the  patronefs  of  the  Italian  fcho¬ 
lars.  “  Chriftinae  Reginas  nihil  magis  lastabile  in  orbitate  regni  videri 
folebat,  quam  celebrari  a  magni  nominis  poetis.  Praster  caeteras  enim 
<f><A  ctvry  et  erat  et  habebatur.5’  See  Fabronis  Fit  a  Filicalte,  vol.  vii. 
p.  296,  and  elfewhere ;  and  The  Anti-Baillet  of  Menage,  T.  1.  cap. 
iii.  p.  15,  on  the  fubjedt  of  Salmafius’s  learning,  his  reputation,  Chrif- 
tina’s  admiration  of  them — the  calumny  of  her  negledt,  and  his  death. 
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People,  treats  Charles  the  Firft  as  a  mere  aflor  driving — • 
Veluti  poetae,  aut  hiftrionis  deterrimi  plaufum  in  ipfo 
exitio  ambitiofiffime  captare.  In  the  kingly  calmnefs  of 
Charles’s  death  he  fees  but  a  flayer's  exit ,  a  paltry  mime’s 
ambition  to  be  clapped  on  retiring  from  the  ftage — the 
artificial  decency  of  a  theatrical  C^far’s  fall !”  It  muft, 
however,  be  recollected  that  he  was  goaded  to  place  this 
theatrical  mafk  on  the  face  of  Charles,  by  S  aim  ah  us  hav¬ 
ing  brought  prominently  forward  the  patriotic  feelings 
which  were  declared  from  the  fcaffold  by  the  dying  mon¬ 
arch,  and  having  reproached  the  enemies  of  Charles  with 
the  generous  forgivenefs  of  his  nature,  and  his  inextin- 
guifhable  love  of  the  people  who  had  condemned  him  to 
a  traitor’s  death.  It  was  reprefented  as  the  forgivenefs 
from  the  Crofs.  It  was  impoflible  that  Milton  could  let 
this  pafs  unnoticed  or  unrebuked  ;  if  he  could  not  deny 
the  words,  which  was  out  of  his  power,  he  could  only 
give  them  an  ignominious  interpretation  and  throw  the 
ridiculous  over  the  fublime.  Milton  knew  the  fenti- 
ments  of  thofe  who  employed  him  in  his  tafk  ;  and  he 
was  prepared  to  fatisfy  them,  perhaps  he  fully  fhared  in 
them.  The  words  of  Salmafius  are,  cc  Quantum  magis 
non  honore  (titulo  Parentis  Patriae)  et  elogio  dignus  Ca¬ 
rolus  qui  populi  ingrati  tantum  amorem  et  tale  ftudium, 
non  folum  tota  vita — 3 fed  etiam  in  ipfa  morte  teftatus  eft  ?” 
To  have  left  this  unexplained,  would  have  been  to  de¬ 
prive  the  wafp  of  everything — but  his  fling.  Mr.  D’lf- 
raeli  confiders  the  ftern  Republicanifm  and  the  perjonal 
hatred  of  Charles,  which  fo  ftrongly  characterized  Mil- 
ton,  to  have  been  early  imbibed  from  his  fir  ft  tutor 
Young — cc  the  Puritan  in  Effex  who  cut  his  hair  fhort” 
* — as  well  as  from  his  fecond,  Alexander  Gill,  who  was 
alfo  his  beloved  friend  and  a  fiery  Revolutionift  ;  whofe 
language  was  in  cc  the  vulgar  tone  of  the  loweft  Demo¬ 
cracy.”  Milton’s  conftant  objections  to  Salmafius,  inde- 
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pendent  of  mere  verbal  abufe,  were  that  he  was  only  a 
grammarian  and  word-catcher — grammaticum  hominem  ; 
that  he  was  a  ftranger,  and  had  no  right  to  intermeddle 
with  our  national  difputes,  and  that  he  was  expofed  to 
the  juft  charge  of  inconfiftency,  in  now  upholding  that 
hierarchy,  againft  which,  as  well  as  the  papal  power,  he 
had  fo  lately  declared  his  deliberate  opinion  in  a  large 
and  elaborate  treatife.  Milton  attributes  the  private  vex¬ 
ations  and  public  difgrace  and  defeat,  as  he  calls  it,  of 
Salmafius,  to  his  having  deferted  his  old  opinions  for  the 
fake  of  gain.  We  muft  place  againft  this  the  folemn 
appeal  of  Salmafius,  at  the  end  of  his  Defence — cc  Deum 
teftabor  me  hanc  caufam  fufcepiffe  non  tantum  quia  roga- 
tus ,  fed  quia  meliorem  etjuftiorem  nullam  ea  mepotuifte 
defendere  confcientia  mea  mihi  fuggeftit ;  ratio  et  veritas 
docuit,  refque  ipfa  ditftavit,”  &c.  We  may  add,  as  a 
conclufion  on  this  fubjedt,  that  a  perfon  named  Jeanes,  or 
Janes,  publifhed  an  anfwer  to  Milton’s  Iconoclaftes,  under 
a  title  which  we  now  cannot  remember ;  but  that,  in  the 
year  of  the  Reftoration  1660,  this  fame  book  was  brought 
out  again  under  the  title  of  “  Salmafius  his  detection  of 
the  diabolical  Rebell  Milton,”  intending  to  pafs  it  off  as 
a  Tranftation  of  Salmafius’  46  Pofthumous  Work — “ad 
Joannem  Miltonum  Refponfio  it  is  in  fa<5t  the  fame 
book  and  the  fame  edition  as  that  brought  out  by  Janes, 
with  the  exception  of  the  title,  and  a  leaf  of  addrefs  to 
the  reader.  We  fhall  here  infert  what  Salmafius  fays  in 


46  In  this  treatife,  Salmafius  alludes  more  than  once  to  fome  Dutch¬ 
men  who  had  written  againft  him,  and  whom  he  treats  with  contempt, 
“  qui  totam  aetatem  contriverunt  in  Claudiano  et  Ovidio  evolvendo,  et 
nihil  praeterea  bonorum  au&orum  legerunt.”  This  perfon  (though 
unnamed)  was  Daniel  Heinftus.  See  pp.  26,  53.  The  ftrenge  name 
at  p.  28,  u  Hugo  Poni,”  is  meant  for  Hugh  Peters. 

This  pofthumous  Treatife  of  Salmafius  is  fcarce,  and  feldom  found 
with  the  others.  Dr.  Symmons,  in  his  Life  of  Milton,  fays  he  never 
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his  unfinifhed  Anfwer  relating  to  the  errors  in  Milton’s 
Latin  Poetry  : 

cc  Sed  quis  ille  Miltonus  ?  Unde  domo  ?  Quis  enim 
audivit  hominem,  ante  hanc  fuam  defenfionem  pro  P. 
Anglicano  ?  Earn  et  multi  negant  ilium  audtorem  debere 
agnofcere,  nift  folo  titulo.  Confcriptam  enim  efleaLudi 
magiftro  quodam  Gallo  de  trivio,  qui  Londini  Pueros 
nihil  fapere  docet.  Nam  Miltonum  ipfum  qui  penitus 
noverunt  Latine  fcire,  aut  fcribere  pofte,  ferio  negant. 
Ego  aliter  fentio.  Nam  ft  Poeta  eft  Miltonus,  et  non 
humilis  quidem  fpiritus,  cur  non  etiam  orator  efte  queat 
difertus  ?  At  de  Poeticas  Muftaceo  laureolam  ftbi  quae- 
ftfte,  poemata  ejus  arguunt,  in  quibus  Patrem  Juum  Je 
poetam  genuifie  gloriatur.  Non  meliorem  tamen  Poetam 
efte,  quam  civem  inde  apparet,  quod  ut  mains  civis,  con¬ 
tra  leges  Patriae  peccat,  perduelles  ejus  defendendo,  ita 
et  peffimus  Poeta  J^epius  leges  Metricas  violate  breves  pro 
longis,  et  longas  pro  brevibus  ponendo.  Sic  ultimam  in 
quotannis  corripit,  primam  in  paruijjet,  etiam  primam  in 
Semifra5la>  et  in  nomine  Opis,  fecundam  in  Jacobus . 
Alia  multa  paftim  in  iis  committit,  quae  et  Grammaticam 
et  Latinitatem  laedunt.  Belgia  illi  eft  pro  Belgio.  Sic 
Gallium  pofiet  dicere  pro  Gallia,  Jurdere  ad  preces.  Aves 
augur es  appellat,  cur  non  etiam  aucupes  aves  dicentur ; 
Jlelliparum  Coelum  appellat,  qui  ftellas  fcilicet  pariat. 
Alia  infinita  hunt,  quae  omitto,  ut  verfus  abnormes,  qualis 
ifte  eft, — cEt  callebat  avium  linguas.’ — Tametft  aetatem 


faw  it ;  it  is  called  Apologia  contra  Miltonum  pro  Defenlione  Regia  ; 
it  was  written  at  Spa;  without  the  affiftance  of  his  library.  Can  it  be 
believed  that  in  Chaudon’s  Didt.  Biographique,  the  writer  of  the  Life 
of  Saumaife  fhould  have  the  audacious  impudence  to  affert  that  the 
Defenfio  Regia  begins  in  thefe  words — <(  Anglais,  vous  qui  renvoyezles 
tetes  des  rois  comme  des  balles  de  paume,  qui  jouez  a  la  boule  avec  les 
couronnes,  et  qui  vous  fervez  des  fceptres  comme  de  marottes,”  &c. 
Has  this  palled  into  the  laft  edition  of  the  Biog.  Univerfelle  ? 
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illis,  qua  fcripta  funt,  non  appofuiffet,  facile  tamen  per- 
fpicere  poteramus  pueri  effe  poemata.  Sed  Puerilia  errata 
praeftare  debet  jam  Vir,  cum  et  paucos  abhinc  annos  re- 
cudi  Londini  curaveritA 

Salmafius  could  difcover  the  errors  in  Milton’s  Latin 
Poetry,  but  the  general  elegance  of  the  language,  and 
the  claffical  beauty  of  the  images  and  expreffions  entirely 
efcaped  him.  The  old  Grammarian  hugged  himfelf  with 
joy  at  the  delivery  of  his  clumfy  joke,  which  occurs  juft 
after,  when  he  exhorts  Milton  to  infcribe  on  the  work — 
“Joannis  Afini,  alias  Multonis,  nam  Multo  vervex  eft 
etiam  Anglis.” 

Milton  was  now  removed  by  an  order  of  council  from 
his  lodgings  at  Whitehall,47  and  took  a  garden  houfe  in 
Petty  France,48  in  Weftminfter,  opening  into  St.  James’s 
Park  ;  in  this  houfe  he  continued  till  within  a  few  weeks 
of  the  Reftoration.  In  1651  he  was  fuffering  under  the 
approach  of  total  blindnefs.  He  had  loft  the  entire  ufe 
of  one  eye  :  49  and  his  nephew,  Edward  Philips,  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  greatly  affifted  him  in  the  affairs  of  fecre- 
tary.  In  1652  his  fight  was  totally  gone.50  His  ene- 

47  Previoufly  to  his  going  to  live  in  Scotland  Yard,  Whitehall,  Milton 
lodged  at  one  Thornton’s,  next  door  to  the  Bull  Head  Tavern,  Charing 
Crofs.  See  Birch’ s  Life ,  p.  xxxvii.  In  Scotland  Yard  his  infant  ton  died. 

48  Or  York  Street,  a  “  pretty  garden  Houfe,  next  to  Lord  Scuda¬ 
more’s,  opening  into  the  Park.” — See  on  this  Houfe  Gentleman’ 5  Mag. 
Aug.  1849,  p.  164,  in  a  review  of  Walcot’s  Weftminjler  and  Cunning¬ 
ham’s  Lovelace. 

49  Whether  the  difeafe  was  “  Gutta  Serena,”  or  “  Catarad,”  fee  T. 
M.  Good’s  Study  of  Medicine ,  vol.  iv.  p.  233  ;  in  Paradife  Loft,  b.  iii. 
v.  21,  the  two  difeafes  are  confounded  by  Milton.  Sujfufio  is  the  Latin 
term  for  catarad. 

50  His  eyefight  was  decaying  about  twenty  years  before  his  death. 
His  father  read  without  fpedacles  till  eighty-four.  His  mother  had 
very  weak  eyes,  and  ufed  fpedacles  prefently  after  fhe  was  thirty  years 
old.  Aubrey  Lett.  iii.  449.  He  loft  the  ufe  of  his  left  eye  in  1651; 
and  it  is  fuppofed,  of  the  other,  in  1654.  See  Todd’s  Life  (ill;  ed.) 
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mies,  as  we  have  feen,  confidered  his  blindnefs  as  a  judg¬ 
ment  for  writing  againft  the  king ;  and  one  of  the  pre¬ 
bendaries  of  Exeter  reproached  him,  even  from  the  pulpit, 
with  the  fevere  vifitation.  But  he  himfelf  more  truly 
accounted  for  the  affliction  by  the  wearifome  labours  and 
ftudious  watchings  wherein  he  {pent,  and  almoft  tired  out, 
a  whole  youth.  His  letter  to  his  Athenian  friend,  Leo¬ 
nard  Phileras,  gives  an  account  of  the  gradual  approach 
of  the  difeafe  ;  Philips  fays  that  Milton  was  always  tam¬ 
pering  with  phyfic ;  to  which  he  attributes  the  lofs  of  his 
light,  as  well  as  to  his  continual  ftudies,  and  the  headaches 
to  which  he  had  been  fubjecft  from  his  youth. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  in  1653  Milton  loft  his  firft  wife, 
who  died  in  childbed,  leaving  him  three  daughters.  He 
remained  a  widower  for  three  years,  when  he  was  again 
united  in  marriage  to  a  daughter  of  Captain  Woodcock 
of  Hackney.01  She  alfo  died  within  a  year  after  her  mar¬ 
riage,  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  in  one  of  his  fonnets  he 
has  paid  an  affectionate  tribute  to  her  memory.52  Soon 
after  this  event,  he  retired  from  his  office  of  fecretary53 
on  an  allowance  for  life,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
a  year.  His  name  does  not  again  occur  in  the  books  of 
the  council  of  ftate  :  his  friend54  Andrew  Marvell  had 
been  affociated  with  him. 

p.  85,  but  the  period  of  the  complete  affliction  is  not  known  with  exaCt  - 
nefs. 

51  See  Certificate  of  Milton’s  Second  Marriage  at  St.  Mary’s  Alder- 
manbury,  in  Gent .  Mag .  June  1820,  p.  59 7,  vol.  xiii. 

52  Mrs.  Catherine  Milton,  wife  to  John  Milton,  Efq.  buried  Feb.  10, 
1657,  in  the  church  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Weftminlter.  See  Malcolm's 
London. 

53  But  lee  Mr.  Todd's  Life  (ed.  2.),  p.  158,  who  fays  fome  official 
documents  were  written  by  him  after  1655.  The  laft  payment  of  his 
falary  was  Oct.  22,  1659,  when  he  was  fequeltered  from  the  office. 

54  “  His  familiar  learned  acquaintance  were  A.  Marvell,  Lawrence, 
Needham,  Hartlib,  Mr.  C.  Skinner,  Dr.  Paget,  M.D.  Mr.  Skinner 
was  his  difciple.  See  Life  of  Harrington,  p.  xxv.  on  Skinner. — His 
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illis,  qua  fcripta  funt,  non  appofuiffet,  facile  tamen  per- 
fpicere  poteramus  pueri  effe  poemata.  Sed  Puerilia  errata 
praeftare  debet  jam  Vir,  cum  et  paucos  abhinc  annos  re- 
cudi  Londini  curaveritA 

Salmafius  could  difcover  the  errors  in  Milton’s  Latin 
Poetry,  but  the  general  elegance  of  the  language,  and 
the  claftical  beauty  of  the  images  and  expreftions  entirely 
efcaped  him.  The  old  Grammarian  hugged  himfelf  with 
joy  at  the  delivery  of  his  clumfy  joke,  which  occurs  juft 
after,  when  he  exhorts  Milton  to  infcribe  on  the  work — 
“Joannis  Afini,  alias  Multonis,  nam  Multo  vervex  eft 
etiam  Anglis.” 

Milton  was  now  removed  by  an  order  of  council  from 
his  lodgings  at  Whitehall,47  and  took  a  garden  houfe  in 
Petty  France,4S  in  Weftminfter,  opening  into  St.  James’s 
Park  ;  in  this  houfe  he  continued  till  within  a  few  weeks 
of  the  Reftoration.  In  1651  he  was  differing  under  the 
approach  of  total  blindnefs.  He  had  loft  the  entire  ufe 
of  one  eye  :  49  and  his  nephew,  Edward  Philips,  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  greatly  affifted  him  in  the  affairs  of  fecre- 
tary.  In  1652  his  fight  was  totally  gone.60  His  ene- 

47  Previoufly  to  his  going  to  live  in  Scotland  Yard,  Whitehall,  Milton 
lodged  at  one  Thomfon’s,  next  door  to  the  Bull  Head  Tavern,  Charing 
Crols.  See  Birch' s  Life ,  p.xxxvii.  In  Scotland  Yard  his  infant  fon  died. 

43  Or  York  Street,  a  ‘‘pretty  garden  Houfe,  next  to  Lord  Scuda¬ 
more’s,  opening  into  the  Park.” — See  on  this  Houfe  Gentleman's  Mag. 
Aug.  1849,  p.  164,  in  a  review  of  Walcot's  Weftminjler  and  Cunning¬ 
ham’s  Lovelace. 

49  Whether  the  difeafe  was  “  Gutta  Serena,”  or  “Cataradl,”  fee  T. 
M.  Good's  Study  of  Medicine ,  vol.  iv.  p.  233  ;  in  Paradife  Loft,  b.  iii. 
v.  21,  the  two  difeafes  are  confounded  by  Milton.  Sujfufio  is  the  Latin 
term  for  cataradl. 

50  His  eyefight  was  decaying  about  twenty  years  before  his  death. 
His  father  read  without  fpeflacles  till  eighty-four.  His  mother  had 
very  weak  eyes,  and  ufed  ipe&acles  prefently  after  fhe  was  thirty  years 
old.  Aubrey  Lett.  iii.  449.  He  loft  the  ufe  of  his  left  eye  in  1651; 
and  it  is  fuppofed,  of  the  other,  in  1654.  See  Todd's  Life  (ift  ed.) 
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mies,  as  we  have  feen,  confidered  his  blindnefs  as  a  judg¬ 
ment  for  writing  againft  the  king ;  and  one  of  the  pre¬ 
bendaries  of  Exeter  reproached  him,  even  from  the  pulpit, 
with  the  fevere  vifitation.  But  he  himfelf  more  truly 
accounted  for  the  affiidion  by  the  wearifome  labours  and 
ftudious  watchings  wherein  he  fpent,  and  almoft  tired  out, 
a  whole  youth.  His  letter  to  his  Athenian  friend,  Leo¬ 
nard  Phileras,  gives  an  account  of  the  gradual  approach 
of  the  difeafe  ;  Philips  fays  that  Milton  was  always  tam¬ 
pering  with  phyfic  ;  to  which  he  attributes  the  lofs  of  his 
light,  as  well  as  to  his  continual  ftudies,  and  the  headaches 
to  which  he  had  been  fubjed  from  his  youth. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  in  1653  Milton  loft  his  firft  wife, 
who  died  in  childbed,  leaving  him  three  daughters.  He 
remained  a  widower  for  three  years,  when  he  was  again 
united  in  marriage  to  a  daughter  of  Captain  Woodcock 
of  Hackney.01  She  alfo  died  within  a  year  after  her  mar¬ 
riage,  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  in  one  of  his  fonnets  he 
has  paid  an  affedionate  tribute  to  her  memory.62  Soon 
after  this  event,  he  retired  from  his  office  of  fecretary53 
on  an  allowance  for  life,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
a  year.  His  name  does  not  again  occur  in  the  books  of 
the  council  of  ftate  :  his  friend64  Andrew  Marvell  had 
been  aftociated  with  him. 

p.  85,  but  the  period  of  the  complete  affii&ion  is  not  known  with  exadt- 
nefs. 

51  See  Certificate  of  Milton’s  Second  Marriage  at  St.  Mary’s  Alder- 
manbury,  in  Gent.  Mag.  June  1820,  p.  597,  vol.  xiii. 

52  Mrs.  Catherine  Milton,  wife  to  John  Milton,  Efq.  buried  Feb.  10, 
1657,  in  the  church  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Wellminfter.  See  Malcohn> s 
London. 

53  But  lee  Mr.  Todd's  Life  (ed.  2.),  p.  158,  who  fays  fome  official 
documents  were  written  by  him  after  1655.  The  laft  payment  of  his 
falary  was  061.  22,  1659,  when  he  was  fequeftered  from  the  office. 

54  “His  familiar  learned  acquaintance  were  A.  Marvell,  Lawrence, 
Needham,  Hartlib,  Mr.  C.  Skinner,  Dr.  Paget,  M.D.  Mr.  Skinner 
was  his  difciple.  See  Life  of  Harrington ,  p.  xxv.  on  Skinner. — His 


XCV1 


LIFE  OF  MIL  TON. 


As  we  are  now  arrived  at  the  clofe  of  Milton’s  public 
life,  it  may  be  as  well  for  a  moment  to  look  back,  and 
recolledt  the  fyftem  upon  which  he  aflerts  his  political 
career  to  have  been  conducted,  and  the  end  to  which  his 
writings  were  directed.  He  fays,  when  the  outcry  againft 
the  bifhops  commenced,  and  the  model  of  our  reformed 
church  was  to  its  difadvantage  compared  to  others,  he 
faw  that  a  way  was  opening  for  the  eftablifhment  of  real 
liberty.  That  he  perceived  there  were  three  fpecies  of 
liberty  eflential  to  the  happinefs  of  focial  life — religious, 
domestic,  and  civil.  To  promote  the  firft,  he  wrote  his 
Treatife  on  Reformation,  &c. ;  and,  as  he  faw  that  the 
magiftrates  were  adtive  in  obtaining  the  third,  he  there¬ 
fore  turned  his  attention  to  the  fecond,  or  domeftic.  This 
included  three  material  questions,  firft,  the  conduct  of  the 
conjugal  tie  ;  fecondly,  the  education  of  children  ;  and, 
thirdly,  the  free  publication  of  the  thoughts.  Thefe 
questions  were  feverally  confidered  by  him  in  his  Treatife 
on  Divorce,  his  T radtate  on  Education,  and  his  Areopa- 
gitica,  or  Liberty  of  unlicenfed  Printing.  With  regard 
to  civil  affairs,  he  left  them  in  the  hands  of  the  magif- 
trates,  till  it  became  neceffary  to  vindicate  the  right  of 
lawfully  dethroning,55  or  deftroying  tyrants  (without  any 
immediate  or  perfonal  application  to  Charles),  againft  the 
dodlrines  of  the  Prefbyterian  minifters.  Such  were  the 
fruits  of  his  private  ftudies,  which  he  had  gratuitoufly 
prefented  to  church  and  ftate,  and  for  which  he  was  re- 
compenfed  by  nothing  but  impunity.  Though  the  ac¬ 
tions  themfelves  (he  fays)  procured  me  peace  of  confcience. 


widow  allures  me  that  Mr.  Hobbes  was  not  one  of  his  acquaintance. 
That  her  hujfband  did  not  like  him  at  all ;  but  he  would  acknowledge 
him  to  be  a  man  of  great  parts,  and  a  learned  man.  Aubrey  Lett.  iii. 
444.  He  had  no  intimacy  with  Cromwell,  nor  with  thofe  in  power. 
He  tells  Heimbach  that  he  cannot  ferve  him,  “  Propter  pauciflimas  fami- 
liaritates  meas  cum  gratiofis.”  Ep.  Fam.  Dec.  18,  1657. 

See  Bowles's  Life  of  Bijhop  Ken,v ol.  i.  pp.  87  and  156. 
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and  the  approbation  of  the  good  ;  while  I  exercifea  that 
freedom  of  difcuffion  which  I  loved. 

Difencumbered  of  the  duties  of  fecretary,  difgufted 
with  the  treachery  of  parties,  and  the  failure  of  his  fondeft 
wifhes,  Milton  at  length  retreated  from  the  changes  and 
turbulence  of  the  times,  and  had  now  leifure  to  refume 
the  great  works  which  he  had  long  deftined  for  his  future 
employment.  He  commenced  a  hiftory  of  his  native 
country,  a  dictionary  of  the  Latin  language,56  more  co¬ 
pious  and  correct  than  that  of  Stephens  ;  he  framed  a 
body  of  divinity  out  of  the  Bible  ;  and,  laftly,  he  fketched 
the  firft  outlines  of  his  immortal  poem.  cc  For  the  fubject 
of  his  epic  poem,”  fays  Johnfon, cc  after  much  deliberation, 
long  choofing,  and  beginning  late,  he  fixed  upon  Paradife 
Loft,  a  defign  fo  comprehenfive,  that  it  could  bejuftified 
only  by  fuccefs.’’  He  had  once  meant  to  celebrate  the  ex¬ 
ploits  of  K.  Arthur,57  as  he  has  hinted  in  his  Verfes, fc  but,” 
fays  Toland,  “  this  particular  fubjedt  was  referved  for  the 
celebrated  pen  of  Sir  Richard  Blackmore.”  Amidft  the 
profecution  of  thefe  great  and  laborious  defigns,  he  found 
time  during  the  year  1659  for  fome  humbler  occupations. 


56  Thefe  collections  confided  of  three  large  volumes  in  folio.  They 
were  much  difcompofed  and  deficient,  but  were  ufed  by  the  editors  of 
the  Camb.  DiCt.  in  1693,  4to.  See  the  Pref.  to  AinfwortFs  Lat.  The- 
Jaurus.  It  was  faid  that  Philips  was  the  laft  poffeffor  of  thefe  collec¬ 
tions.  I  have  an  extraft  from  a  bookfeller’s  catalogue  by  me — Dic¬ 
tionary,  Latin  and  Englifh,  compiled  from  the  works  of  Stephens, 
Cooper,  Littelton,  a  large  MS.  in  three  volumes,  of  Mr.  John  Milton, 
15  s.  410. 

57  See  Coleridge  s  Table  Talk,  vol.  ii.  p.  264.  “  In  my  judgment 

an  epic  poem  muft  either  be  rational  or  mundane.  As  to  Arthur ,  you 
cannot  by  any  means  make  a  poem  on  him  natural  to  Englifhmen.  What 
have  we  to  do  with  him  ?  Milton  faw  this,  and  with  a  judgment  at 
lead  equal  to  his  genius  treats  a  mundane  theme, — one  common  to  all 
mankind.  His  Adam  and  Eve  are  all  men  and  women  inclufively, 
&c.” 
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He  edited  fome  manufcript  treatifes  of  Sir  Walter  Ra¬ 
leigh.  He  publifhed  the  foreign  correfpondence  of  the 
Englifh  parliament  and  of  Cromwell :  in  which  his  urgent 
remonstrances  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  in  favour  of  the 
Proteftants  in  Piedmont,  do  honour  to  the  piety  of  the 
government  :58  he  wrote  (againft  the  Prefbyterians)  his 
fC  Confiderations  to  remove  hirelings  out  of  the  Church 
and,  alarmed  at  the  profpedf  of  a  returning  monarchy,  he 
printed  his  cc  Ready  and  eafy  way  to  eStablifh  a  free  Com¬ 
monwealth.”  What  he  fpeaks,  he  fays,  is  the  language 
of  that  which  is  not  called  amifs — cc  the  good  old  caufe.’’ 
It  appears  from  a  paffage  in  this  treatife,  that  commerce 
had  much  languifhed  during  the  civil  wars  and  ufurpa- 
tion  ;59  and  that  the  trading  community  were  all  anxious 
for  the  return  of  a  luxurious  court,  and  the  affiStance  of 
regal  prodigality.60 

When  the  restoration  of  the  king  proved  all  his  willies 
fruitlefs,  Milton  withdrew  to  a  friend’s  houfe  in  Bartho¬ 
lomew  Clofe.  This  temporary  concealment  feems  to 
have  been  neceflary  to  his  fafety,  for  a  particular  profecu- 
tion  was  directed  againll  him. 

It  is  mentioned  by  his  biographers  that  a  mock  fune¬ 
ral61  was  made  for  him,  and  that  when  matters  were  ar¬ 
ranged,  the  carelefs  and  merry  monarch  laughed  at  the 
impofition.  It  was,  however,  ordered  that  his  cc  Icono- 


58  See  Newton's  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  iv.  Edinb .  Rev.  No.  CV.  p.  28. 

59  See  Hurd's  Cowley ,  vol.  ii.  p.  60.  See  ‘  Coffin  for  the  good  old 
Camp  ’  in  Butler  s  Poet.  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  194,  izmo.  On  the  decay 
of  trade,  Hobbes's  Behemoth ,  p.  4,  ed.  1680.  Harrington  s  Works , 
p.  509,  4to. 

60  He  publifhed  his  u  Brief  Notes,”  &c.  which  are  remarked  on  by 
Rog.  L’Eftrange,  in  “No  Blind  Guides,  1660.”  See  Newton's  Life , 
p.  1 01,  and  Birch ,  p.  xliii. 

61  This  circumftance  was  firft  related  by  T.  Warton,  on  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  Tyers,  fee  his  ed.  of  Milton ,  p.  308,  and  by  Cunningham  in  his 
Hift.  of  G.  Britain ,  1.  p.  14. 
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claftes  ”  and  cc  Defenfio  pro  Populo  Anglicano  ”  ftiouldbe 
burned  by  the  common  hangman,  and  that  the  attorney 
general  fhould  proceed  againft  them  by  indictment,  or 
otherwife.62  Of  the  profcribed  books  feverai  copies  on 
the  27th  of  Auguft63  were  committed  to  the  flames. 
Within  three  days  after  this,  the  a 6t  of  indemnity  palled, 
and  he  was  relieved  from  the  neceflity  of  further  conceal¬ 
ment.  When  fubfequently  he  was  in  the  cuftody  of  the 
ferjeant  at  arms,  it  is  fuppofed  that  his  pardon  was  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  intervention  of  fome  powerful  friends.64 
Whether  the  ftory  of  Davenant’s  afliftance  is  authentic,  I 
am  not  able  to  fay.  The  houfe  on  the  13th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  ordered  his  releafe  :  but  how  long  he  remained  in 
cuftody  is  not  known.  Richardfon  fays,  that  he  lived  in 
perpetual  terror  of  being  ajfajfinated ,  and  that  he  was  fo  de¬ 
jected ,  he  could  lie  awake  whole  nights .  It  has  been  afterted, 
that  Milton  was  offered  the  place  of  Latin  fecretary  to 
the  king,  an  offer  that  it  is  obvious,  he  could  not  in  ho¬ 
nour  or  confcience  accept,  and  that  on  his  wife  preffmg 
his  compliance,  he  faid,  cc  Thou  art  in  the  right:  you,  as 


62  On  Milton  and  Goodwin  being  referred  to  as  having  written  in 
vindication  of  the  King’s  murder,  fee  Long's  Review  of  Baxter' s  Life , 
p.  66.  See  Chalmers'  Suppl.  Apology ,  p.  6,  for  the  proclamation.  See 
alfo  Newton's  Life ,  p.  Iviii. 

63  In  1683  twenty-feven  proportions  from  the  writings  of  Milton, 
Hobbes,  Buchanan,  &c.  were  burnt  at  Oxford,  as  deftru&ive  to  Church 
and  State.  This  tranfa&ion  is  celebrated  in  Mufae  Anglicanae,  called 
Decretum  Oxonienfe,  vol.  iii.  p.  180. 

- -  Si  fimilis  quicunque  hsec  fcripferit  au&or, 

Fato  fuccubuiffet,  eodemque  arferit  igne  : 

In  media  videas  flamma  crepitante  cremari 
Miltonum ,  ccelo  terrifque  inamabile  nomen. 

64  The  moll  copious  account  of  the  circumftances  attending  Milton’s 
pardon  are  in  Richardfon' s  Life,  p.  86,  See.  communicated  by  Pope  ; 
who  is  alfo  the  authority  for  the  affertion  that  Milton  was  offered  the 
place  of  Latin  fecretary  to  the  king.  See  Newton's  Life,  p.  lxviii.  note. 
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other  women,  would  ride  in  your  coach  ;  for  me,  my  aim 
is  to  live  and  die  an  honeft  man  and  thus  in  this  his 
parting  fcene  in  public  life  was  exhibited  a  liability  of 
conduct,  an  independence  of  principle,  and  a  conliftency 
of  alfertion,  that  no  one  can  deny. 

In  1 66 1  he  publifhed  his  “  Accidence  commenc’t 
Grammar,”  and  alfo  Sir  W.  Raleigh's  Aphorifms  of  State, 
bending  his  great  and  comprehenlive  mind  to  the  con- 
ftrudlion  of  thofe  humbler  works  which  he  conlidered  of 
advantage  to  education.65  He  lived  for  a  Ihort  time  in 
Holborn,  near  Red  Lion  Street,  but  foon  removed  to 
Jewin  Street,  by  Alderfgate.  In  i664,the  year  previous 
to  the  great  licknefs,  he  married  his  third  wife,  Elizabeth 
Minfhull,  of  a  genteel  family  in  Chefhire,  a  relation  of 
his  particular  friend  Dr.  Paget.66  Mr.  Todd  conhders 
it  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  Milton  chofe  his  three 
wives  out  of  the  virgin  ftate  ;  while  Sheffield  duke  of 
Buckingham  feledled  his  three  from  that  of  widowhood  ; 
but  what  inference  the  learned  biographer  would  draw 
from  their  refpedlive  choices,  is,  from  an  entire  ignorance 
on  thefe  fubjedts,  to  me  unknown.  Sheffield  was  proba¬ 
bly  looking  out  for  a  fplendid  jointure,  and  Milton  for  a 
gentle,  virtuous,  and  attached  companion. 


65  Mr.  W.  S.  Landor  fays,  on  removing  the  anomalies  of  our  language, 
“  nothing  can  be  done  without  confulting  Milton,  his  words  excel  in 
orthography  thofe  of  any  other  writer.”  See  Gebir,  p.  9. 

06  The  poet’s  widow  died  at  Nantwich,  in  Chefhire,  in  1727,  having 
furvived  her  hufband  fifty-three  years,  her  funeral  fermon,  preached  by 
the  Rev.  I.  Kember,  is  publifhed.  “  I  remember,”  fays  Dr.  Newton 
“  to  have  heard  from  a  gentleman  who  had  feen  his  widow  in  Chefhire, 
that  fhe  had  hair  of  this  colour  (golden  trefies),  it  is  more  probable  that 
he  intended  a  compliment  to  his  wife  in  the  drawing  of  Eve,  as  he  drew 
the  portrait  of  Adam  not  without  regard  to  his  own  perfon,  of  which  he 
had  no  mean  opinion.”  v.  P.  L.  iv.  305.  The  Aubrey  MSS.  fay, 
fhe  was  a  genteel  perfon,  a  peaceful,  and  agreeable  humour,  v.  Vol.  iii. 
p.  442.  See  Gough's  Camden  (Chefhire),  p.  436. 
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From  fome  caufe,  probably  from  the  numerous  fluctua¬ 
tions  of  his  fortune,  Milton  feems  to  have  been  extremely 
unfettled  in  his  choice  of  a  refidence.  Soon  after  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  lodged  with  Millington,  the  famous  book  auc¬ 
tioneer,  a  man  of  remarkable  elocution,  wit,  fenfe,  and 
modefty.  Richardfon  fays,  that  Millington  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  lead  his  venerable  inmate  by  the  hand,  when 
he  walked  the  ftreets;  the  perfon  who  acquainted  Richard¬ 
fon  with  this  faCl,  had  often  met  Milton  abroad  with  his 
conductor  and  hoft.  He  again  removed  to  a  fmall  houfe 
in  Artillery  Walk,  leading  to  Bunhill-fields,  which, 
Philips  fays,  was  his  laft  ftage  in  this  world,  but  it  was  of 
many  years  continuance,  more  perhaps  than  he  had  had 
in  any  other  place  befides. 

Milton  having  now  wholly  loft  his  fight,  he  depended 
for  his  ftudies  on  the  afliftance  of  others :  and  Dr.  Paget 
recommended  Ellwood  the  Quaker,  who  would  every 
afternoon  read  to  him  fome  Latin  author.  The  plague 
had  now  begun  to  rage  in  London,  and  his  young  friend, 
Ellwood,  found  a  fhelter  for  him  at  Chalfont66  in  Buck- 
inghamftiire.  cc  It  was  on  a  vifit  at  this  place,  that  after 
fome  common  difcourfes,”  fays  Ellwood,  cc  had  patted  be¬ 
tween  us,  he  called  for  a  MS.  of  his,  which,  being  brought, 
he  delivered  it  to  me,  bidding  me  take  it  home  with  me, 
and  read  it  at  my  leifure  :  and  when  I  had  fo  done,  return 
it  to  him  with  my  judgment  thereupon.  When  I  came 
home,  and  fet  myfelf  to  read  it,  I  found  that  it  was  that 


CG  See  an  engraving  of  his  houfe  in  Dunfter’s  edition  of  Paradfe  Re- 
gainedy  and  an  account  in  Todd's  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  272,  and  in  Mr. 
JeJfe's  Favourite  Haunts ,  p.  62.  I  faw  it  laft  year,  the  porch  has  been 
removed.  Much  of  the  interior  remains  as  in  Milton’s-  time.  It  is  in¬ 
habited  by  a  tailor.  Ellwood  calls  it  “  a  pretty  box.”  Milton  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  refided  there  from  the  fummer  of  1665,  to  the  March  or 
April  of  the  following  year.  It  appears  that  the  plague  reached  even 
Chalfont,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  Regifler  in  1665. 
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excellent  Poem,  which  he  entitled  Paradife  Loft.'”  From 
this  account  it  appears  that  Paradife  Loft  was  complete 
in  1665,  and  Aubrey  reprefents  it  as  finifhed  about  three 
years  after  the  king’s  reftoration.  Milton  defcribes  him- 
felf  as  long  choofing  and  beginning  late  the  fubjedt  of  his 
Poem,  and  when  that  was  feledled,  it  was  at  firft  wrought 
into  a  dramatic  form,  like  fome  of  the  ancient  myfteries. 
There  were  two  plans  of  the  tragedy,  both  of  which  are 
preferved  among  the  manufcripts  in  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge ;  and  which  were  printed,  I  believe,  for  the 
firft  time  in  Dr.  Birch’s  Narrative  of  the  Poet’s  Life.67 
Such  were  the  early  and  imperfedt  rudiments  of  Paradife 
Loft ;  the  flender  materials  which  he  poffefled  in  the 
ftory,  and  the  fplendid  fuperftrudture  which  he  raifed 
upon  it,  may  remind  us  of  the  paflage,  in  which  he  has 
thrown  over  the  fimple  language  of  the  ancient  prophets, 
a  magnificent  defcription  of  his  own  creation.68  Ifaiah 
had  faid,  <f  that  Lucifer  fate  upon  the  mount  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  on  the  fides  of  the  north.”  The  key-note  was 
ftruck  on  the  chords  of  the  Hebrew  lyre,  and  Milton  in- 
ftantly  built  up  a  palace  for  the  fallen  angel,  equal  in 
brilliancy  and  fplendour  to  the  caftles  of  Romance.  He 
piled  up  its  pinnacles  from  diamond  quarries  ;  and  hewed 
its  towers  out  of  rocks  of  gold. 

“  At  length  into  the  limits  of  the  North 
They  came,  and  Satan  to  his  Royal  feat 
High  on  a  Hill,  far  blazing,  as  a  Mount 
Raif’d  on  a  Mount,  with  Pyramids  and  Tow’rs 
From  Diamond  Quarries  hew’n,  &  Rocks  of  Gold, 

The  Palace  of  great  Lucifer ,  (fo  call 
That  Structure  in  the  Dialedt  of  men 


67  See  p.  xlviii.  to  p.  Iv.  for  an  account  of  the  Plans  of  the  Tragedies 
from  the  Scripture,  as  from  the  Britifh  Hiftory  and  Saxon  Chronicles. 

C8  See  T.  Wartonys  Milton ,  p.  238. 
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Interpreted)  which  not  long  after,  hee 
AfFedting  all  equality  with  God, 

In  imitation  of  that  Mount  whereon 
MeJJiah  was  declar’d  in  fight  of  Heav’n, 

The  Mountain  of  the  Congregation  call’d,”  &c. 

How  {mail  the  {park  that  could  kindle  into  a  poetical 
flame  in  Milton’s  mind  !  how  quick  the  apprehenfion 
that  feized  the  flighted:  hint !  and  how  rich  and  fertile 
the  genius  to  improve  what  it  poflefled  !  Callimachus  had 
(Hymn.  Del.  292)  mentioned  three  Hyperborean  nymphs, 
who  fent  fruits  to  Apollo  in  Delos.  The  word  “Hy¬ 
perborean”  was  fufflcient.  Inftantly  Milton  converts 
them  into  Britifli  goddefles,  and  clothes  them  in  a  Pidtifh 
drefs  ;  Selden  had  mentioned  that  Apollo  was  worfliipped 
in  Britain,  Milton  on  thofe  hints  joins  them  to  the 
Druids : 

“  Hinc  quoties  fefto  cingunt  altaria  cantu 
Delo  in  herbofa  Grains  de  more  puellae 
Carminibus  laetis  memorant  Corineida  Loxo , 

Fatidicamque  Upin ,  cum  flavicoma  Hecaerge, 

Nuda  Caledonio  variatas  pedtora  fuco.” 

v.  Manfus,  ver.  44. 

What  extent  of  time  was  pafled  in  the  compofltion  of 
this  great  work  is  not  with  exadlnefs  known.  Mr.  Ca- 
pel  Lofft  thinks  that  Milton  began  his  poem  in  his  forty- 
eighth  year,69  and  finiflied  it  in  his  fifty-feventh.  Phi¬ 
lips  fays  that  he  had  the  perufal  of  it  from  the  very  be¬ 
ginning,  for  fome  years,  in  parcels  of  ten,  twenty,  or 
thirty  verfes  at  a  time ;  and  that  his  vein  never  happily 
flowed  but  from  the  autumnal  equinox  to  the  vernal,  fo 


69  v.  Preface  to  Loft's  Milton ,  p.  xxviii.  The  Aubrey  Letters  (vol. 
iii.  p.  447).  “  His  verfe  began  at  the  autumnal  equinodtial,  and  ceafed. 

at  the  vernal,  or  thereabouts  (I  believe  about  May) ;  and  this  was  four 
or  five  years  of  his  doing  it.  He  began  about  two  years  before  the  king 
came  in,  and  finilhed  about  three  years  after  the  king’s  reftoration.” 
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that  in  all  the  years  he  was  about  the  poem,  he  may  be 
faid  to  have  fpent  about  half  his  time  therein.  Toland 
imagines70  that  Philips  was  miftaken  with  regard  to  the 
time,  fince  Milton  declared  in  his  Latin  elegy  that  his 
poetic  talent  returned  with  the  fpring. 

“  Fallor?  an  &  nobis  redeunt  in  carmina  vires, 

Ingeniumque  mihi  munere  veris  adeft  ?  ” 

A  friend  of  Milton’s  alfo  informed  Toland  that  Milton 
could  never  compofe  well  but  in  the  fpring  and  autumn. 
He  then  poured  out  with  great  eafe  and  fluency  his  un¬ 
premeditated  verfes.  Dr.  Johnfon  fays,  that  there  are  no 
other  internal  notes  of  the  time  when  the  poem  was  writ¬ 
ten  but  the  mention  of  the  lofs  of  his  fight  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  third  book,  and  of  the  return  of  the  King  in 
the  introduction  to  the  feventh. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  a  licenfe  ;71 
and  objections  were  made  to  particular  paflages,  efpecially 
to  the  fimile  of  the  fun  eclipfed  in  the  firfl:  book.  But 
it  was  at  length  granted,  and  he  fold  his  copy  to  Samuel 
Simmons,  April  27,  1667,  f°r  an  immediate  payment  of 
five  pounds,  with  a  ftipulation  to  receive  five  pounds  more 
when  thirteen  hundred  of  the  firfl:  edition  fhould  be  fold. 
Again  five  pounds  after  the  fale  of  the  fame  number  of 
the  fecond  edition,  and  another  five  pounds  after  the  fame 


70  j Birch’s  Life ,  p.  lvi. 

71  Mr.  Tomkins,  chaplain  to  Archbifhop  Sheldon,  was  licenfer.  The 
office  of  licenfer,  abolifhed  by  Cromwell,  was  reftored  by  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment  in  1662.  The  prefs  was  placed,  with  reference  to  its  different 
productions,  under  the  judges,  the  officers  of  Hate,  and  the  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury.  Poetry  fell  within  the  province  of  the  latter,  v.  Sum¬ 
mons’s  Life ,  p.  521.  Mr.  C.  Lofft  fays,  “  That  no  manufcript  of  the 
Paradife  Loft  has  been  difcovered,  except  that  of  the  firfl;  book  copied 
for  the  prefs,  with  the  imprimatur  of  the  archbifhop’s  chaplain,  but 
where  this  is  to  be  feen  is  not  mentioned.”  See  Lofft’ s  Pref  to  Mil- 
ton ,  p.  i.  and  Newton’s  Pref.  p.  liv.  See  Pope's  Letters ,  ed.  Warton, 
vol.viii.  p.  1 16;  “Hong  to  fee  the  original  Manufcript  of  Milton,”  &c. 
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fa le  of  the  third.  None  of  the  three  editions  were  to  be 
extended  beyond  fifteen  hundred  copies.  The  firfi:  edition 
was  of  the  poem  in  ten  books,  in  fmall  quarto,  which 
were  advertifed  plainly  and  neatly  bound,  at  the  price  of 
three  (hillings.  The  titles  were  varied,  pafiing  into  other 
publifhers’  hands,  in  order  to  circulate  the  edition,  in 
1667,72  1668,  1669.  Of  thefe  there  were  no  lefs  than 
five.  An  advertifement  and  the  arguments  of  the  books 
were  omitted  in  fome  copies,  and  inferted  in  others ;  and, 
from  variations  in  the  text,  it  would  appear  that  the  latter 
fheets  of  the  work  were  twice  printed,  and  fingle  pages 
were  cancelled  and  reprinted. 

The  fale  gave  him  in  two  years  a  right  to  his  fecond 
payment ;  for  which  the  receipt  was  figned  April  26, 
1669.  The  fecond  edition  was  not  given  till  1674,  and 
was  printed  in  fmall  odlavo,  and  the  number  of  books 
was  increafed  to  twelve,  by  a  divifion  of  the  feventh  and 
twelfth,  with  the  introduction  of  a  few  connecting  lines. 
He  did  not  live73  to  receive  the  payment  ftipulated  for 


72  See  Introduction  to  Pickering’s  edition ,  p.  xii.  and  Todd’s  Life , 
(firft  ed.)  p.  190,  for  an  account  of  the  variations  in  the  poem  and  titles. 
Mr.  Lofft  obferves  that  1667  was  a  great  year  in  the  annals  of  our  hif- 
tory;  for  not  only  was  Paradife  Loft  publifhed,  but  there  was  a  “  Statute 
pafled  for  the  employment  of  poor  prifoners,”  and  a  <c  great  ftep  made 
in  the  art  of  dreffing  wool,”  p.  xxiv.  of  the  effect  of  thefe  different  cir- 
cumftances  towards  eftablifhing  the  name  and  character  which  Britain 
holds  among  the  nations,  it  is  difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  any  degree  of 
proportionate  extent ;  an  adequate  is  impoffible.  It  opens  a  vaft  arena 
in  the  boundlefs  fpace  of  human  perfectibility,  v.  Remarks  by  Tench 
Coxe.  “  Thefe  cluftering  radiations  of  moral  light  may  unite  mankind 
to  the  intelligence  of  other  fyftems  unnumbered  and  unimagined  ;  which 
circumftance,  if  it  come  to  pafs,  will  open  new  markets  for  the  wool 
trade,  and  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  publifhers  of  Paradife  Loft. — 
*  Go  thy  ways,  Capel,  the  flower  and  quinteflence  of  all  editors.’  ” 

73  For  an  account  of  the  editions,  fee  C.  Loft's  Preface ,  p.  xxxv.  Ixi. 
and  Todd’s  Life ,  p.  189 — 217.  The  number  of  lines  in  Paradife  Loft 
amount  to  10,565.  Dr.  Symmons  fays  that  Milton  lived  to  receive  the 
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this  imprefiion.  The  third  edition  was  publifhed  in  1678  ; 
and  his  widow  agreed  with  Simmons  the  printer  to  receive 
eight  pounds  as  her  right,  and  gave  him  a  general  re- 
leafe,  dated  April  29,  1681.  Simmons  covenanted  to 
transfer  the  right  for  twenty-five  pounds  to  Brabazen  Ayl¬ 
mer,  a  bookfeller,  and  Aylmer  fold  to  Jacob  Tonfon  half 
of  it,  Auguft  17,  1683,  and  the  other  half  March  24, 
1690,  at  a  price  confiderably  advanced. 

The  fale,  Johnfon  fays,  will  juftify  the  public  :  the  call 
for  books  in  Milton’s  age  was  not  great.  The  nation 
had  been  fatisfied  from  1623  to  1664  with  only  two  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  works  of  Shakefpeare,  which  probably  toge¬ 
ther  did  not  make  two  thoufand  copies.74  The  fale  of 
thirteen  hundred  copies  in  two  years  was  an  uncommon 
example  of  the  prevalence  of  genius.  Yet  the  demand  did 
not  immediately  increafe,  for  in  eleven  years  only  three 
thoufand  were  fold  :  but  the  reputation  and  price  of  the 
copy  ftill  advanced  ;  fc  till  the  revolution  put  an  end  to 
the  fecrecy  of  love,  and  Paradife  Loft  broke  into  open 
view  with  fufficient  fecurity  of  kind  reception.”  Dr. 
Symmons  calculates  that  in  little  more  than  eleven  years 
four  thoufand  five  hundred  copies  were  fold,  and  that  be¬ 
fore  the  expiration  of  twenty  years,  fix  editions  were 
publifhed.  I  po  fiefs  a  German  tranfiation  in  verfe  of  it, 
printed  but  a  few  years  after  the  date  of  the  original,, 
which  is  a  firong  evidence  of  its  growing  popularity.. 

whole  fifteen  pounds  for  which  he  had  ftipulated  •  but  fee  Todd’s  Life ,. 
(firft  ed.)  p.  109.  The  original  agreement  for  Paradife  Loll:  is  now  in 
the  collection  of  Samuel  Rogers,  Efq.  the  fecond  receipt  and  the  final 
difcharge  is  in  the  poffefiion  of  Dawfon  Turner,  Efq.  Concerning  the 
plagiarifms  of  Callender  (who  publifhed  the  firft  book  of  Milton,  1750) 
from  the  Commentary  of  Patrick  Hume,  1695,  fee  Blackwood’s  Mag. 
No.  xxiv.  p.  65 9,  March  1819. 

74  Johnfon,  however,  fhould  have  remembered  that  large  imprefiions 
of  Shakefpeare’s  Plays  were  always  attainable,  in  a  feparate  and  more 
commodious  form,  in  4to. 
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This  rare  book  was  printed  at  Zerbft  in  Moravia  1682. 
The  tranflator  Ernft  Gottlieb  Von  Berge. 

Though  the  poem  of  Milton  was  above70  the  age  on 
which  it  was  beftowed  (for  fuch  greatnefs  of  invention, 
fuch  harmony  of  numbers,  and  fuch  majefty  of  ftyle  had 
not  then  been  feen  united);  yet  admirers  among  men  of 
learning  and  genius  it  undoubtedly  had.  Andrew  Mar¬ 
vell76  and  Barrow,  the  phyftcian,  wrote  fome  manly  and 
fpirited  verfes  in  its  praife.  Dr.  Warton  fays,  cc  It  may 
be  remarked  to  the  praife  of  Rofcommon  that  he  was  the 
firffc  critic  who  had  tafte  and  fpirit  enough  publicly  to 
praife  Paradife  Loft.”  Dryden’s  lines  of  commenda¬ 
tion  are  known  to  all  ;77  and  praife  in  other  books  by  au¬ 
thors  of  lower  fame,  has  been  difeovered  by  the  diligence 


75  The  poets  contemporary  with  Milton  were  Waller,  Suckling,  Cra- 
fhaw,  Denham,  Lovelace,  Cowley,  Broome,  Sherborne,  Fanfhaw,  Da- 
venant,  belides  thole  of  inferior  note.  “  Never  any  poet  left  a  greater 
reputation  behind  him  than  Mr.  Cowley,  while  Milton  remained  ob- 
feure,  and  known  but  to  few,  but  your  grace  knows  very  well  that  the 
great  reputation  of  Cowley  did  not  continue  half  a  century ,  and  that 
Milton’s  is  now  on  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple  of  famed’  Dennis's  Let¬ 
ters  Familiar ,  &c.  p.  207.  See  on  Milton  and  Waller,  Sir  T.  P. 
Blount  on  Poetry ,  4to.  p.  137. 

70  The  following  couplet  in  Marvell  has  wonderfully  puzzled  the 
commentators : — 

“  I  too  tranfported  by  the  mode  offend. 

And  while  I  meant  to  praife  thee,  muft  commend.” 

See  Lofft's  Milton ,  p.  xlvi.  liii.  where  <e  moll  commend,”  “mif-com- 
mend,”  “  but  commend,”  are  offered  ;  whereas  the  fenfe  is  perfedtly 
clear.  (t  While  I  meant  to  praife  thee,  mull  commend  ;  i.  e.  muft,  for 
the  fake  of  the  rhyme,  ufe  the  word  “  commend,”  inftead  of  u  praife,” 
which  is  the  word  I  fhould  otherzuife  have  ufed.  Even  Bentley,  in  a 
MS.  note  in  my  copy,  has  erafed  muft”  and  written  u  moft.” 

77  Dryden  owned  to  Dennis,  “  that  when  he  adapted  his  State  of  In¬ 
nocence  from  Milton,  he  knew  not  half  the  extent  of  Milton’s  excel¬ 
lence.”  v.  Dennis's  Letters ,  Moral  and  Critical ,  1721,  p.  75. 
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of  the  commentators.  In  1688, 78  the  handfome  folio  edi¬ 
tion  was  publifhed  under  the  patronage  of  Lord  Somers, 
with  the  affiftance  of  Atterbury79  and  Dryden  ;  in  1682, 
it  was  tranflated  into  Dutch,  and  into  Latin  in  1685, 
and  ten  years  after,  it  appeared  with  a  very  curious 
and  learned  commentary  by  Patrick  Hume.  I  fhall  here 
take  the  opportunity  of  mentioning  the  volumes  pub¬ 
lifhed  by  Lauder,  cc  Audtorum  Miltono  facem  praelucen- 
tium  and  of  remarking  (after  having  perufed  the  poems 
which  they  contain)  that  little  doubt  can  be  entertained, 
but  that  Milton  was  acquainted  with  the  Adamus  Exful 
of  Grotius,  and  probably  with  the  poetry  of  Ramfay  and 
Mafenius.  Thofe  who  are  curious  on  the  fubjedl  may 
compare  the  poems  of  Ramfay  with  the  defcription  of  the 
creation,  in  the  feventh  book,  and  the  drama  of  Grotius 
with  the  temptation  in  the  ninth  ;  and,  if  familiar  with 
the  language  of  Milton,  they  will  find  fome  refemblances  ; 
but  the  charge  of  plagiarifm  was  unjuft,  and  indeed  ab- 
furd.  Milton’s  immenfe  reading  extended  over  the  whole 
field  of  literature,  and  in  every  direction  ;  and  it  required 
all  his  learning,  collected  by  painful  ftudy  during  the 
beft  years  of  his  life,  long  depofited  in  his  memory,  and 


'8  See  T 'odd's  Life ,  p.  198-202,  there  were  five  hundred  and  thirty 
fubfcribers.  See  a  lift  of  the  moft  eminent  of  them  in  Loft's  Milton , 
p.  xlix. 

79  Atterbury  laid,  “  that  he  prepared  the  edition  of  Milton,  ufually 
called  Lord  Somers’s — from  a  MS.  note  of  his  in  an  edition  of  Milton 
out  of  the  library  of  Warburton.”  v.  Atterbury' s  Works ,  iv.  p.  164, 
and  v.  p.  303.  And  fee  Armfirong  s  Works ,  vol.  i.  p.  136.  See  the 
fubfcribers  to  this  edition  in  Birch's  Life  of  Milton,  p.  Iviii.  and  fee 
Malone's  Life  of  Dryden,  p.  202.  Sir  John  Medina  drew  all  the  defigns 
for  Somers’  edition,  except  the  laft,  which  is  taken  from  Raphael’s  Bible. 
Rev.  A.  Dyce  pofTelTes  the  original  drawings  which  were  Dr  Metcalf’s. 
See  Walpole's  Anecdotes  of  Faint  ers,  p.  375,  4to.  on  “Medina.”  Dry¬ 
den  wrote  his  well-known  epigram  for  this  edition  on  the  portrait. 

See  V oltaire ,  Ditt.  Philofophique ,  vol.  5,  p.  1 1 1,  on  the  Sarcotis  and 
on  Milton. 
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remoulded  by  his  genius,  to  build  up  his  immortal  poem. 
Where  is  there  an  extenfive  work  of  eftablifhed  reputa¬ 
tion  to  be  found,  that  is  not  evidently  the  refult  of  long 
ftudy,  and  aftiduous  labours  ?  Let  us  confider  that  his 
materials  were  a  few  verfes  in  Genefis,  and  that  the 
reft  is  created  by  his  own  imagination,  fupplied  cc  by  in- 
duftrious  and  felefit  reading.”  Thus  the  tributary  ftores 
from  poets  of  every  age  and  country  were  poured  into 
his  mind  ;  and  they  were  always  returned  with  augmented 
beauty  and  luftre.80  We  may  fay  of  him,  as  a  Roman 
critic  faid  of  Virgil;  <c  et  judicio  transferendi  et  modo 
imitandi  confecutus  eft,  ut  quod  apud  ilium  legerimus 
alienum,  aut  illius  efte  malimus,  aut  melius  hie  quam  ubi 
natum  eft,  fonare  miremur.”81  cc  The  judgment  of  Mil- 
ton/’  fays  Mr.  Coleridge,  cc  in  the  condudl  of  the  celeftial 
part  of  the  ftory  is  very  exquifite.  Wherever  God  is 
reprefented  as  divinely  adding  as  Creator,  without  any 
exhibition  of  his  own  eflence,  Milton  adopts  the  fimpleft 
and  fterneft  language  of  the  Scriptures.  He  ventures 
upon  no  poetic  ditftion,  no  amplification,  no  pathos,  no 
aftertion.  It  is  truly  the  voice  of  the  word  of  the  Lord 
coming  to,  and  adding  on  the  fubjedd  chaos.  But  as 
fome  perfonal  intereft  was  demanded  for  the  purpofes  of 
poetry,  Milton  takes  advantage  of  the  dramatic  repre- 
fentation  of  God’s  addrefs  to  the  Son,  the  filial  Alterity, 


50  Natalis  Donadgei  Poema  Heroicum  de  Bello  Cbrifti.  Ma flange, 
1614.  Ven.  1616.  Hoc  vidit  procul  dubio  in  Italia  Miltonus,  nihil 
ex  poefi  fumturus,  at  aliquid  ex  argumento,  praefertim  libri  fecundi  in 
poema  magnum  ubi  loquitur  Satanas,  fequentium  in  alterum.  v.  W.  S. 
Landori  Poemata ,  p.  199.  There  is  a  Latin  tranflation  of  a  Tragedy  of 
Beza’s,  by  T.  Iacomotus,  called  <e  Abram  from  Morea ,  or  Ifaac  Re¬ 
deemed,”  a.  d.  1597,  which  Milton  is  fuppofed  to  have  feen.  v.  Hol¬ 
lis's  Memoirs,  p.  ^28. 

81  Macrobii  Saturn,  lib.  vi.  c.  1.  Pearce  obferves  that  Milton 
imitates  Virgil  oftener  than  Homer,  v.  P.  L.  iv.  735. 
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and  in  thoje  addreffes  dips  in  as  it  were  by  ftealth  language 
of  afFedtion,  or  thought,  or  fentiment,  &c.”b2  Indeed 
although  Milton  was  undoubtedly  a  high  Arian  in  his 
mature  life,  he  does  in  the  neceflity  of  poetry  give  a 
greater  objectivity  to  the  Father  and  the  Son,  than  he  would 
have  justified  in  argument.  He  was  very  acute  in  adopt¬ 
ing  the  ftrong  Anthropomorphism  of  the  Hebrew  Scriptures 
at  once.  Compare  the  Paradife  Loft  with  Klopftock’s 
Meftiah,  and  you  will  learn  to  appreciate  Milton’s  judg¬ 
ment  and  dull  quite  as  much  as  his  genius. 

An  anecdote  had  long  been  current,  which  originally 
came  from  Richardfon,  that  Sir  John  Denham  came  into 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  a  fheet  of  Paradife  Loft, 
wet  from  the  prefs,  in  his  hand,  and  being  afked  what  it 
was,  replied,  Cf  Part  of  the  nobleft  poem  that  was  ever 
written  in  any  age  or  language.” 83  Such  is  the  facility 
with  which  anecdotes  that  amufe  or  furprife,  pafs  cur¬ 
rent  from  mouth  to  mouth,  that  they  need  but  a  dender 
foundation  to  enfure  belief.  On  examination,  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  Denham  was  never  in  Parliament ;  and  con- 
fequently  the  whole  ftory  is  an  ingenious  fiction.  I  Shall 
conclude  my  remarks  on  the  publication  of  the  poem,  by 
mentioning  that  in  an  original  edition,  belonging  to  a 
gentleman  who  communicated  the  fadt  to  the  public, 


82  v.  Table  Talk,  vol.  ii.  p.  264. 

83  I  poflefs  a  curious  book,  called  “  A  New  V erfion  of  Paradife  Loft,  or 
Milton  paraphrafed,  in  which  the  meafure  and  verification  are  corrected 
and  harmonized,  the  obfcurities  elucidated,  and  the  faults  removed,  by  a 
gentleman  of  Oxford’’  (Mr.  Green),  in  1706.  It  is  one  of  the  molt 
ludicroully  abfurd  books  that  I  ever  read.  He  fays  that  he  has  intro¬ 
duced  a  novelty  in  this  verfion,  by  bracing  thofe  lines  that  read  beft 
together ,  in  imitation  of  the  triplets  in  rhyme .  His  notes  are  not  lefs 
curious  than  the  text.  My  copy  belonged  to  fome  perfon  as  eccentric  as 
the  author,  as  appears  by  his  MS.  notes  in  the  margin.  He  has  had 
the  book  lettered — “  Milton  travelled  furely.” 
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fome  rhyming  lines  were  written  apparently  by  a  female 
hand,,  with  thefe  words  at  the  conclufion,  cc  dictated  by 
J.  M.”  Mr.  Todd  withholds  his  decifion  as  to  their  au¬ 
thenticity,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  rhyme  ;  but  DoCtor 
Symmons,  a  lefs  cautious  critic,  has  no  doubt  of  their 
being  the  production  of  Milton.  The  fubjeCt  is  cc  Day¬ 
break,”  and  a  fhort  extraCt  will  be  fufficient  to  enable  the 
admirers  of  Milton  to  form  their  opinion. 

“  Whofe  pale-faced  Regent*  Cynthia,  paler  grows, 

To  fee  herfelf  purfued  by  conquering  foes. 

Yet  daring  days  behind  to  guard  the  rear 
Of  her  black  armies,  whither  without  fear 
They  may  retreat,  till  her  alternate  courfe 
Bring  her  about  again  with  rallied  force. 

Hark!  how  the  Lion’s  terror  loud  proclaims 
The  gladfome  tidings  of  day’s  gentle  beams, 

And,  long  kept  filence,  breaking,  rudely  wakes 

The  feather’d  train,  which  foon  their  concert  makes,”  &c.84 

Three  years  after  Paradife  Loft  was  given  to  the  world, 
Milton  publifhed  the  Hiftory  of  England,85  comprifing 
the  fable  of  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  continued  only  as 
far  as  the  Norman  invaflon.  The  firft  copies  were  mu¬ 
tilated  by  the  licenfer,  who  expunged  all  the  paflages  that 
reflected  on  the  conduCt  of  the  long  parliament,  and  of 


84  See  Todd's  Life ,  firft  ed.  p.  91,  for  fome  lines  called,  Lavinia  walk¬ 
ing  in  a  frofty  morning,  p.  104;  for  a  fonnet  written  at  Chalfont,  which 
the  critics  are  willing  to  attribute  to  Milton.  The  epigram  in  Fenton’s 
collection  mud  have  come  from  a  very  different  inkffand.  ( Extempore 
on  a  Faggot ,  p.  286.) 

8i  Milton,  in  his  Hidory  of  England,  feems  to  have  ufed  Spenfer’s 
Chronicle  of  the  Britifh  Kings,  as  a  kind  of  clue  to  direCt  him  through 
fo  dark  and  perplexed  a  fubjedt.  He  plainly  copies  Spenfer’s  order  and 
difpofition,  whom  he  quotes ;  and  almod  tranfcribes  from  him  the  dory  of 
Lear— -of  as  much  however  as  the  difference  between  profe  and  verfe  will 
admit.  Milton’s  hidory  is  an  admirable  comment  on  this  part  of  Spen- 
fer,  which  is  taken  from  the  fird  part  of  Hardyng’s  Chronicle,  v.  War- 
ton  on  Spenfer ,  ii.  p.  242,  and  the  Retrofpeftive  Review ,  vol.  ix.  p.  1-19. 
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the  new  church  government.  Toland  has  egregioufly 
mifreprefented  the  fadts  connedted  with  this  fuppreffion. 
He  called  it  an  expofure  of  the  fuperftition,  pride,  and 
cunning  of  the  Popifh  monks  in  the  Saxon  times,  and 
ftated  that  it  was  fuppreffed  by  the  licenfers,  becaufe  they 
thought  what  was  faid  of  the  monks  was  meant  to  apply 
to  Charles  the  Second’s  bifhops,  though  it  related  folely 
to  the  Long  Parliament  and  republican  affembly  of  di¬ 
vines  in  1641  ;  but,  as  the  Bifhop  of  Salifbury88  obferves, 
Toland  ccvery  ill  digefted  fuch  an  account  of  the  liberty 
and  religion  of  his  favourite  republic.”  Milton  gave  a 
copy  of  thefe  remarks  to  the  Earl  of  Anglefea,  which 
were  publifhed  in  1681,  with  a  preface,  and  have  fince 
been  inferted  in  their  proper  place.  The  fix  books  which 
Milton  executed  appeared  in  1670,  of  the  paffages  then 
fuppreffed,  but  fince  1738  always  accompanying  the  Hif- 
tory,  it  appears  that  fome  learned  perfons  have  doubted 
the  authenticity.87  This  work  has  received,  as  is  well 
known,  the  praife  of  Warburton,  who  faid,  cc  It  is  written 
with  great  fimplicity,  contrary  to  his  cuftom  in  his  profe 
writings,  and  is  the  better  for  it.  But  he  fometimes  rifes 
into  a  furprifing  grandeur  in  the  fentiments  and  expref- 
fions,  as  at  the  conclufion  of  the  fecond  book ;  I  never 
faw  any  thing  equal  to  this,  but  the  conclufion  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh’s  Hiftory  of  the  World.”88  The  third 


86  See  “  Protejlant  Union,”  by  T.  Burgefs,  Bifhop  of  Salifbury,  p. 
xlii.  Richardfon  fays,  “  the  caflrated  part  was  a  fort  of  digreffion,  and 
was  expunged  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  a  party  quite  fubdued,  and 
whofe  faults  the  government  was  then  willing  to  have  forgotten.”  See 
Life ,  p.  xlvi.  Mr.  Hollis’s  biographer  (Archd.  Blackburne)  is  as  un¬ 
willing  as  Toland  to  admit  this  paffage  in  its  real  fenfe ;  and  molt  ab- 
furdly  turns  it  againjf  the  Popijh  clergy,  v.  Mem.  p.  494. 

87  See  Todd's  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  210;  Dibdins  Library  Companion , 
p.  201  (1824);  Retrofpeblive  Review,  vol.  ix.  p.  1-9;  and  Warton  on 
Spenfer,  ii.  p.  242. 

88  See  Birch's  Life,  p.  Ixviii. ;  and  Newton's  Life,  p.  lxxvi. 
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book  opens  with  a  companion  drawn  between  the  un¬ 
fettled  ftate  of  the  Britons,  after  the  defertion  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  and  the  condition  of  the  country  under  Cromwell 
and  the  Prefbyterian  government.  The  parallel  is  forced 
into  its  place  by  the  indignation  of  the  writer ;  and  fe- 
verely  has  he  chaftifed  the  hypocrify,  the  felfifhnefs,  the 
rapacity,  the  ignorance  of  the  leaders,  and  the  injuftice 
and  weaknefs  of  the  government.  He  follows  up  his 
firft  blow  at  the  <c  ftatifts,”  by  an  equally  powerful  attack 
on  the  unprincipled  greedinefs  and  bafenefs  of  the  Pref¬ 
byterian  clergy,  cc  who  execute  ther  Places  like  Children 
of  the  Devil,  unfaithfully,  unjuftly,  unmercifully,  and 
where  not  corruptly,  ftupidly.”  The  whole  paffage  is 
written  with  eloquence, — facit  indignatio  verfum.89  In 
one  part,  he  evidently  alludes  to  himfelf, — <c  They  who 
were  ever  faithfulleft  to  this  Caufe,  and  freely  aided  them 
in  Perfon,  or  with  ther  Subftance,  when  they  durft  not 
compel  either,  flighted  and  bereev’d  after  of  ther  juft 
Debts  by  greedy  Sequeftrations,  were  tofTd  up  and  down 
after  miferable  attendance  from  one  Committee  to  another 
with  petitions  in  ther  hands,  yet  either  miff’d  the  obtain¬ 
ing  of  ther  fuit,  or  though  it  were  at  length  graunted, 
(meer  fhame  and  reafon  oft  times  extorting  from  them  at 
leaft  a  fhow  of  Juftice),  yet  by  ther  Sequeftrators  and 
Sub-committees  abroad.  Men  for  the  moft  part  of  infatiable 
hands  and  noted  diftoyalty,  thofe  Orders  were  commonly 
difobeyed &c.  This  is  part  of  the  paffage  that  was 
fuppreffed  by  the  licenfer  in  1670,  and  was  firft  feparately 
printed  in  1681.  On  this  fubjedl  I  am  enabled  to  give 
the  opinion  of  one  to  whom  has  been  applied  the  happy 


89 - “  New  Foes  arife 

Threatning  to  bind  our  Souls  in  fecular  Chains, 

Help  us  to  lave  Free  Confcience  from  the  paw 
Of  Hireling  Wolves  whofe  Gofpel  is  their  Maw.” — Sonnet. 


CX1V 


LIFE  OF  MILTON. 


defignation  by  Sir  D.  Dalrymple  of  Lord  Hardwick — 
as  fC  learned  in  Britifh  Hiftory.” 

fc  I  thought,  firft,  that  the  paffiage  was  a  digreffion  out 
of  both  time  and  place ;  to  ufe  a  vulgar  phrafe,  brought 
in  head  and  ffioulders,  and  looking,  therefore,  much  like 
an  interpolation.  Secondly,  that  the  opinions  expreffied 
in  it  are  greatly  at  variance  with  Milton’s  political  creed 
and  chara&er.  And,  thirdly,  that  the  reafons  for  its 
alleged  fuppreffion  are  wholly  inadequate  andinconclufive. 
With  refpedl  to  my  firft  objection,  I  am  aware  it  will  be 
faid  that  Milton,  in  the  introductory  paragraph  of  his 
third  book,  as  publiffied  by  himfelf,  had  exprefsly  referred 
to  the  f  late  civil  broils/  But  it  is  not  from  thence  to 
be  inferred  that  he  meant  to  follow  it  up  with  fo  ample, 
particular,  and  mifplaced  a  defcription  of  his  own  times 
as  is  contained  in  the  digreffion.  Of  my  fecond  ground 
of  fufpicion,  I  muft  leave  you  to  form  your  own  opinion. 
But  I  cannot  eaffiy  believe,  that  if  Milton  had  really  de¬ 
rived  from  experience  fuch  expreffions  of  the  conduct  and 
views  of  his  late  affiociates,  he  would  have  condefcended 
to  incur  the  imputation  of  being  a  time-ferver  by  print¬ 
ing  them,  as  the  ftory  fays  he  meant  to  do.  Such  a  courfe 
would  have  been  quite  foreign  to  the  fturdy  independence 
of  his  character.  As  to  the  laft  point,  I  think  the  rea- 
fon  affigned  for  the  fuppreffion  of  the  paffage  by  the 
Licenfers,  namely,  that  it  was  done  out  of  tendernefs  for 
the  vanquifhed  party,  is  a  moft  lame  and  impotent  one. 
The  Licenfers,  indeed,  might  have  expunged,  as  Toland 
fays  they  did,  fome  paffiages  expofing  the  fuperftition  and 
luxury  of  monks,  yet  this  feems  doubtful,  as  fo  many 
were  permitted  to  remain.  But  can  it  be  believed  that 
Charles  the  Second  and  his  Licenfers  had  the  amiable 
weaknefs  of  harbouring  tender  mercies  towards  the  beaten 
Republicans  ?  On  the  contrary,  would  they  not  have 
triumphed  in  an  opportunity  of  expofing  the  recantation 
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(for  fo  they  would  have  called  it)  of  fo  formidable  and 
illuftrious  an  adverfary  as  Milton  ?  After  all,  I  muft  in 
candour  admit  that  the  digreffion  is  not  without  internal 
marks  of  genuinenefs.  It  is  fo  Miltonic  in  ftyle  and  exe¬ 
cution,  that  if  Milton  did  not  write  it,  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  affign  it  to  any  other  writer.  If  it  be  taken  from 
him,  as  Johnfon  fays  of  one  of  the  difputed  plays  of 
Shakefpeare,  to  whom  ffiall  it  be  given  ?  But  the  Hiftory 
of  Britain  itfelf  I  cannot  think  worthy  of  Milton’s  great 
name.  It  is  a  laboured  recapitulation  of  the  long-ex¬ 
ploded  fables  of  Brute  and  his  defendants,  and  is  as  dis¬ 
creditable  to  his  judgment,  as  the  ftur  he  cafts  on  Saxon 
Hiftory90  and  Saxon  Hiftorians.  That  Hiftory  he  treats 


90  It  is  with  pleafure  that  we  favour  the  reader  with  fome  interefting 
remarks  by  the  late  Lord  Grenville,  on  a  doubtful  point  of  Englifh  Hif¬ 
tory  connedled  with  the  prefent  fubjeft,  and  attached  to  a  paffage  of 
Milton : — 

“Milton  fays,  in  anticipation  of  his  intended  poem — f  FrangamSaxo- 
nicas  Britonum  fub  marte  phalangas.’  The  ftruggle  of  Cornifh  Britons 
for  their  national  independence,  tho’  finally  overpowered,  was  main¬ 
tained  till  a  very  late  period  of  the  Saxon  dominion  in  England,  nor  is 
it  eafy  to  afcertain  the  precife  date  of  its  termination.  Gibbon  indeed 
afferts  (c.  38,  note  1 35),  4  that  Cornwall  was  finally  fubdued  by  Athel- 
llane  (a.  d.  927-941),  who  planted  an  Englifh  colony  at  Exeter,  and 
confined  the  Britons  beyond  the  River  Tamar/  But  this  ftatement  is 
confuted  by  the  authority  which  he  cites,  as  well  as  by  other  hiftorical 
evidence.  Malmfbury,  to  whofe  evidence  Gibbon  refers  us,  fays  no 
more,  than  that  this  monarch  ‘  vigoroufly  attacked  the  Cornilh  men, 
drove  them  from  Exeter,  and  fixed  the  boundaries  of  his  own  territories 
(provinciae  fuas)  on  this  fide  of  the  Tamar.’  Cornwall  was  therefore  Hill 
excluded  from  them.  Nor  is  it  more  true,  that  Athelftane  planted  an 
Englifh  colony  at  Exeter.  The  Englifh  were  fettled  there  before  his 
time,  and  held  it,  as  Malmfbury  exprefsly  tells  us,  conjointly  with  the 
Britons  (aequo  jure).  This  common  occupancy  of  the  fame  diftri£f,  by 
two  hoftile  and  barbarous  tribes,  was  naturally  not  very  favourable  to 
its  cultivation.  Thofe  who  know  its  prefent  hate,  may  be  amufed  with 
this  author’s  account  of  it.  No  uninftrudtive  leffon,  if  it  teaches  the 
importance  of  domeflic  concord  to  national  improvement,  and  the  in- 
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as  c  wars  of  kites  and  crows,  flocking  and  fighting  in  the 
air/  and  the  hiftorians  as  f  obfcure  and  blockifh  chroniclers, 
only  fit  to  be  read  by  thofe  who  take  pleafure  to  be  all 
their  lifetime  raking  in  the  foundation  of  old  abbeys  and 
cathedrals.’  You  have  quite  enough  of  hiftorian  and  an¬ 
tiquarian  feeling  to  deem  this  herefy ;  or,  as  Dogberry 
fays,  c  flat  burglary  as  ever  was  committed/  He  muft 
have  quite  forgotten  c  to  love  the  high  embowed  roof.’ 
Warburton  has  feledted  one  of  the  very  next  pafiages  in 
the  hifiory  for  his  particular  praife.  It  is  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  fecond  book,  where  all  the  faults  of  Milton’s  profe 
ftyle  are  accumulated  and  concluded  in  about  a  dozen 


created  produdivenefs  of  the  earth  Itfelf  from  the  progrefs  of  focial  life; 
a  fad  perhaps  not  fufficiently  attended  to  by  our  ableft  political  cecono- 
mifts.  ‘  The  foil/  fays  he,  e  is  hungry  and  fqualid,  fcarcely  producing 
a  few  ftarved  oats,  which  bear  for  the  moll  part  no  grain,  but  only 
empty  hulks.’  Such  was  in  thofe  days  the  neighbourhood  of  Exeter ,  to 
which  Athelllane,  we  are  told,  gave  a  new  face  of  profperitv,  by  affum- 
ing  to  himfelf  and  to  his  people  its  foie  pofieftion  and  government.  This 
tranfadion  happened  in  926,  nearly  the  firft  of  the  two  dates  alfigned  by 
Gibbon,  and  almoft  500  years  after  the  arrival  of  Hengift  in  England. 
The  Saxon  Chronicle  of  that  year  Hates  that  Athelllane  c  then  obtained 
(or  exercifed)  an  authority  (or  fuperiority  ge]?ylbe)  over  all  the  things 
that  were  in  this  ifland,  firlt  Howel  King  of  Weft  Wales  (Cornwall), 
and  Conftantine  King  of  the  Scots,  and  Owen  King  of  Monmouth,  and 
Aldrid  the  fon  of  Eadulf  of  Bamburgh.’  He  feems  to  have  exaded  from 
them  all  fome  fort  of  fubmiflion,  as  to  a  paramount  fovereign.  But  it  is 
added,  ‘  that  they  ratified  this  agreement  with  covenants  and  oaths,  and 
then  returned  in  peace.’  He  treated,  therefore,  with  the  Britifh  King  of 
Cornwall  on  the  fame  footing  as  with  the  King  of  the  Scots.  He  co¬ 
venanted  with  all  thefe  Kings,  as  exercifing  diftind  though  pofliblyfub- 
ordinate  powers  of  government,  and  he  appears  to  have  left  them  in 
that  Hate.  From  this  account,  therefore,  as  well  as  from  what  Malmf- 
bury  Hates,  of  the  feparation  of  Exeter  at  this  period  from  Cornwall,  it 
is  manifeft  that  the  latter  continued  to  be,  till  within  lels  than  a  century 
and  a  half  before  the  Norman  Conqueft,  a  feparate  ftate  governed  by  its 
native  rulers.  How  much  longer  it  remained  in  this  condition  we  know 
not.  A  gentleman  deeply  verfed  in  our  ancient  hiftory  has  fuggefted  to 
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lines.  This  is  treafonable  language,  I  confefs ;  but  in 
proportion  as  I  admire  the  poet,  I  can  afford,  by  way  of 
fet  off,  to  cenfure  the  hiftorian.” 

In  1671,  Milton91  publifhed  Paradife  Regained  and 


the  author  of  thefe  trifles,  a  conjecture,  in  defeat  of  pofitive  evidence, 
that  Cornwall  was  abforbed  into  the  Saxon  kingdom  by  gradual  en¬ 
croachments,  not  long  after  the  time  of  Athelftan.  He  fupports  this 
opinion  by  fome  inftances  of  eccleiiaftical  fuperiority  exercifed  there  by 
the  Englifh  Kings  before  the  Norman  Conqueft.  And  we  may  obferve, 
that  in  Domefday  book,  a  large  proportion,  perhaps  the  largeft  of  the 
few  Cornifh  landowners  enumerated,  feems  to  be  of  Saxon  origin.  But 
it  is  Angular  that  no  diftinCt  account  Ihould  remain  of  fo  remarkable  an 
event,  as  the  final  extinction  ofi  the  fovereignty  ofi  the  Britifih  princes  in 
this  their  lafit  refiuge  on  Englifih  ground ;  nor  any  memorial  of  that  de- 
ciflve  epoch,  when,  in  the  words  of  our  romantic  poet. 

Then  woe,  and  woe,  and  everlafting  woe. 

Be  to  the  Briton  babe  that  fhal  be  borne 
To  live  in  thraldome  of  his  fathers  foe  ! 

Late  king,  now  captive  ;  late  lord,  now  forlorne  ; 

The  worlds  reproch  ;  the  cruel  victors  fcorne. 

Faerie  Queene,  b.  iii.  c.  iii.  v.  42 

That  the  completion  of  this  Revolution  was  deferred  to  a  very  late  pe¬ 
riod,  the  evidence  of  language  would  indeed  have  fufficiently  proved,  had 
hiftory  been  wholly  filent.  The  local  nomenclature  of  Cornwall  is  at 
this  day  almoft  entirely  Celtic.  In  moil:  other  parts  of  England,  the 
rivers  and  mountains  have  frequently  retained  their  Britifh  appellations  ; 
but  the  names  of  the  towns,  villages,  and  parifhes  (with  the  exception 
of  the  Roman  ftations,  or  other  accidental  peculiarities)  are  in  very  large 
proportions  of  Teutonic  origin.  A  circumftance  which  mull  be  princi¬ 
pally  attributed  (but  not  perhaps  fo  excluflvely  as  it  has  been  by  fome 
of  our  own  hiftorians)  to  the  influence  of  the  Saxon  conqueft.  Though 
even  before  the  Roman  Invafton,  fome  confiderable  portion  of  our  ifland 
was  occupied  by  Belgic  tribes,  wholly  differing,  as  we  are  told  ( Cafiar , 
I.  I,  and  V.  10),  from  the  Celts  in  language,  as  well  as  in  laws  and 
manners,  and  retaining  in  their  new  fettlements,  like  other  colonifts, 
ancient  and  modern,  the  appellations  endeared  to  them  by  the  recollec¬ 
tions  of  their  parent  country.” 

91  See  Newton's  Life ,  p.  lxxviii.  Thefe  Poems  not  printed  by  Sim- 
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Samfon  Agoniftes.92  The  former  poem  he  fhowed  to 
his  friend  Ell  wood.  fc  This,”  faid  he,  4 4  is  owing  to  you, 
for  you  put  it  into  my  head,  by  the  questions  you  put  to 
me  at  Chalfont,  which  otherwife,  I  had  not  thought  of.” 
When  it  was  accounted  inferior  to  the  Paradife  Loft,93 
Philips  fays,  <c  he  could  not  hear  with  patience  any  fuch 
thing  when  related  to  him.”  It  appears  to  me,  that  thefe 
poems  are  fo  diftimilar  in  their  ftrudture  and  purpofe,  that 
no  comparifon  can  be  ufefully  or  juftly  inftituted  between 
them.  That  the  Paradife  Loft  excels  in  variety  of  in¬ 
vention,  in  fplendour  of  imagery,  in  magnificent  thoughts 
and  delineations,  and  in  grandeur  and  fublimity  of  de- 
fcription,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  ;  but  the  latter  poem 
Is  finifhed  with  equal  care,  and  as  perfect  in  another  ftyle. 
The  reafoning  clear,  the  argument  clofe  and  weighty,  the 
expreffion  moft  feletft  and  chofen,  the  verfification  har¬ 
monious,  differing  in  ftrudbure  from  that  of  the  former 
poem,  but  admirably  in  unifon  with  the  fubjedt.91  The 
language,  as  in  the  poetry  of  Lucretius,  always  moves 
clofely  with  the  argument ;  plain  and  fimple,  where  plain 
fenfe  and  fimple  fentiments  only  were  required ;  while  there 
are  not  wanting  paffages  rifing  into  the  greateft  beauty, 
and  adorned  with  the  richeft  fancy,  that  it  would  be  diffi- 


mons  but  by  I.  M.  for  Starkey  in  Fleet  Street,  at  the  price  of  2 s.  6d, 
bound. 

92  Langbaine  obferves,  that  Dryden  has  transferred  feveral  thoughts 
from  Samfon  Agoniftes  to  his  Aurengzebe.  See  Dram.  Poets,  pp.  157. 

376- 

93  Perhaps  it  was  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  thus  laboured  to  im¬ 
prove  the  defcriptive  parts  of  Paradife  Regained,  which  made  him  prefer 
that  poem  to  Paradife  Loft.  See  C.  Smith's  Poems,  p.  164.  He  com¬ 
pares  Paradife  Regained,  iii.  330,  with  Paradife  Loft,  i,  675.  Pope 
in  one  of  his  Letters  calls  it  “  his  worjl  work''  v.  vol.  viii.  p.  no,  ed. 
Warton. 

94  See  Rogers's  Italy,  p.  287,  note  P.  2.  1.  13.  ed.  1844. 
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cult  to  furpafs  even  in  Paradife  Loft.  There  is  a  fevere 
and  noble  beauty  in  the  ftrudture  and  expreftion  of  the 
dialogue,  which  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  have  im¬ 
bibed  the  fpirit  of  the  Grecian  ftage,  as  felt  in  the  moft 
perfect  and  finifhed  of  its  productions  ;  where  the  boldeft 
conceptions,  and  the  moft  refined  beauties,  are  feen  in 
ftricft  harmony  with  the  progreftive  development  of  the 
plan,  all  contributing  to  the  neceftary  uniformity  of  im- 
preftion,  and  all  obedient  to  the  control  of  the  poetic  mind 
that  created  them.  On  the  name  given  to  this  poem,  which 
is  a  relation  of  the  Temptation,  a  learned  writer  obferves, 
cc  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  manner  or  corredtnefs 
with  which  this  high  matter  has  been  handled  by  our  emi¬ 
nent  but  moft  mifguided  poet,  he  fpoke  not  in  that  unfair 
authority  when  he  referred  to  this  event, — the  Tempta¬ 
tion — the  Paradife  regained  for  us  the  fecond  Adam,  which 
had  been  loft  by  the  fuccefsful  temptation  of  our  firft  Pro¬ 
genitor.  This  tranfadlion  fymbolizing  the  whole  vicftory 
of  the  Saviour  of  mankind  over  the  Deftroyer.”95  It  is 
fuppofed  that  it  was  written  while  Milton  was  at  Chal- 
font,  though  not  publifhed  till  five  years  after.96  Of  the 
Samfon  Agoniftes  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  plot  is 
not  fkilfully  arranged,  and  that  many  of  the  lyrical  mea- 
fures  are  totally  deftitute  of  any  intelligible  rhythm,  but 
it  muft  ever  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  nobleft  dramas 
in  our  language.  Its  moral  fentiment,  its  pathetic  feel¬ 
ing,  its  noble  and  dignified  thoughts,  its  wife  and  weighty 
maxims,  its  severe  religious  contemplations  clothed  in 


95  See  Mills'  s  Five  Sermons,  p.  i  5.  See  alfo  his  obje&ion  to  oar  Lord 
being  rapt  thro’  the  air  and  taken  to  Tome  eaftern  mountain,  p.  103. 

96  See  Niceron ,  Mem.  des  Hommes  III.  tom.  x.  p.  ii.  p.  no.  It  was 
the  doctrine  of  Peter  Lombard,  and  the  old  divines,  that  the  immediate 
confequence  of  ChrifPs  vidtory  over  the  temptation  in  the  wildernefs, 
was  the  diminution  of  the  ipiritual  power,  and  the  previoufly  allowed 
dominion  of  Satan  on  the  earth. 
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rich  and  feledl  language,  and  adorned  with  metaphor  and 
figure,  give  a  furprifing  elevation  to  the  whole.  War- 
burton  confidered  it  as  a  perfect  piece,  and  as  an  imitation 
of  the  ancients,  having,  as  it  were,  a  certain  gloominefs 
intermixed  with  the  fublime  (the  fubject  not  very  dif¬ 
ferent,  the  fall  of  two  heroes  by  a  woman)  which  fhows 
more  ferenely  in  his  Paradife  Loft.  It  is  creditable  to 
the  tafte  and  judgment  of  Pope,  that  he  did  not  adopt 
Atterbury’s  fuggeftion  of  reviewing  and  polifhing  this 
piece. 97  Samfon  would  have  been  twice  fhorn  of  his 
locks,  and  funk  into  a  modern  fon  of  Ifrael ;  and  Pope 
would  have  failed  on  the  fame  ground,  where  his  Mafter 
Dryden  had  fallen  before  him.98 

To  that  multiplicity  of  attainments,  and  extent  of  com- 
prehenfion  (fays  johnfon),  that  entitled  this  great  author 
to  our  veneration,  may  be  added  a  kind  of  humble  dig¬ 
nity,  which  did  not  difdain  the  meaneft  fervice  in  litera¬ 
ture.  The  epic  poet,  the  controvertift,  the  politician 
having  already  defcended  to  accommodate  children  with 
a  book  of  rudiments,  now  in  the  laft  years  of  his  life, 
compofed  a  book  of  logic  for  the  inftruction  of  ftudents 
in  philofophy  :  and  publifhed  cc  Artis  Logicas  plenior  In- 
ftitutio  ad  Petri  Rami  Methodum  concinnata.”  Of  this 
book  there  was  a  fecond  edition  called  for  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  :  it  has  never  been  tranfiated,  and  is  the  only 
production  of  Milton,  that  I  confefs  I  have  never  had 
the  leifure  or  the  curiofity  to  read. 

In  1673  his  ccTreatife  of  true  Religion,  Herefie, 
Schifrn,  Toleration,  and  what  beft  means  may  be  ufed 
againft  the  growth  of  Popery,”  was  publifhed.  His 


Q7  On  Milton's  Defence  of  Tragedy,  prefixed  to  Samfon  Agonifes , 
fee  Warton  on  Spenfer,  voL  ii.  p.  357.  See  alfo  Philological  Mufeum, 
vol.  vi.  p.  536. 

28  See  Pope's  Letters ,  vol.  viii.  p.  116,  ed.  Nezvton.  See  Armfrong's 
Works ,  vol.  ii.  p.  242.  See  Birch's  Life ,  p.  lxix. 
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principle  of  toleration  is  agreement  in  the  fufficiency  of 
fcripture :  and  he  extends  it  to  all  who  profefs  to  derive 
their  opinions  from  the  facred  writings.  The  Papifts 
appealing  to  other  teftimonies  are  not  to  be  tolerated,  for 
though  they  plead  confcience,  cc  we  have  no  warrant,”  he 
fays,  cc  to  regard  confcience,  which  is  not  founded  on 
fcripture. He  confiders  a  diligent  perufal  of  the  Bible 
as  the  beft  prefervative  againft  the  error  of  the  Popilh 
church,  and  he  warns  men  of  all  profeffions,  the  country¬ 
man,  the  tradefman,  the  lawyer,  the  phyfician,  the  ftatef- 
man,  not  to  excufe  themfelves  by  their  much  bufinefs 
from  the  ftudious  reading  of  the  Bible.  The  objedt  of 
Milton  in  this  treatife  was  to  form  a  fC  general  Proteftant 
union  ”  againft  the  church  of  Rome,  which  he  calls  the 
t€  common  adverfary,”  not  by  any  compromife  of  the 
peculiar  tenets  of  the  Proteftant  fedts,  but  by  a  liberal, 
and  comprehenftve  toleration  grounded  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  making  the  Bible  the  rule  of  faith.  cc  Error,” 
he  fays,  <c  is  not  herefy,”  and  he  determines  nothing  to  be 
herefy,  but  a  wilful  alienation  from,  or  addition  to  the 
fcriptures.  God,  he  fays,  will  afturedly  pardon  all  fincere 
inquiries  after  truth,  though  miftaken  in  fome  points  of 
dodtrine  ;  and  fpeaking  of  the  founders,  or  reviewers  of 
fuch  opinions  in  paft  times,  he  adds,  that  God  having 
made  no  man  infallible,  hath  pardoned  their  involuntary 
errors.  Such,  in  the  doling  evening  of  his  life,  were  the 
laft  thoughts  of  a  pious,  a  learned,  and  a  powerful  mind, 
on  a  queftion  connedted  with  the  prefervation  of  true  re¬ 
ligion  ;  a  century  and  a  half  has  clofed,  lince  this  work 
was  written  againft  the  £C  worft  of  fuperftitions,  and  the 
heavieft  of  God’s  judgments.  Popery,”  and  it  has  lately 
been  republifhed  by  a  moft  eminent  and  learned  Prelate, 
to  exhibit  the  folidity  of  its  arguments,  and  to  prove  the 
unimpeachable  piety  of  the  author. 

In  1673,  the  fame  year  in  which  the  above  named 
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treatife  appeared,  Milton  reprinted  his  Juvenile  Poems, 
with  additions,  and  fome  few  corrections,  accompanied 
with  the  Tractate  on  Education.  That  his  Latin  poems 
were  not  received  with  greater  applaufe  by  the  foreign 
fcholars,  has  always  been  matter  of  aftoni  foment  to  me." 
If  fome  miftakes  in  quantity  foocked  the  learning  of  Sal- 
maims,  or  offended  the  tafte  of  Heiniius,* 1  we  muff  re¬ 
coiled:  that  they  are  but  few  and  unimportant,  while  they 
are  well  compenfated  by  a  vigour  of  expreffion,  a  beauty 
of  allufion,  a  fertility  of  imagery,  and  a  truly  poetical 
conception.  Mr.  Coleridge  fays,  “  You  may  find  a  few 
minute  faults  in  Milton’s  Latin  verfes ;  but  you  will  not 
perfuade  me  that  if  thefe  poems  had  come  down  to  us  as 
written  in  the  age  of  Tiberius,  we  fhould  not  have  con- 
fidered  them  to  be  very  beautiful.”  2  Though  Milton 
has  formed  his  tafte  on  the  bed  models,  and  drawn  his  lan¬ 
guage  from  the  pureft  fources,  his  poems  are  not  faded 
tranfcripts  or  ftavifo  imitations  of  the  ancients.3  I  know 


99  Morhof  ranks  Milton  among  the  inferior  Latin  writers.  See  Poly- 
hijl.  Lit.  vol.  i.  p.  1070.  Salmafi  Refponfo,  p.  5. 

1  T.  Warton  fays  that  N.  Heinfius  had  no  tafte  in  poetry.  I  differ 
decidedly  from  this  opinion,  from  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  his 
works.  I  affirm  that  there  never  was  a  commentator  on  the  Latin 
poets  of  finer  tafte  or  happier  fkill.  Bentley  over  and  over  again  calls, 
him  “  elegantifiimus.”  “  Solertiflimo  ingenio — et  critica  et  poetica 
laude  nobilis.”  Burman,  Pierfon  (that  admirable  fcholar),  Wakefield,, 
and  others  bear  the  ftrongeft  teftimony  to  his  tafte  and  fkill.  De  Puy 
fays,  ‘‘Heinfius  delicatulas  veneres,  et  lepores  cum  fingulari  virtute  et 
do&rina  conjunxit.”  v.  Puteani  Vita ,  p.  144,  4to.  ,His  Latin  poems 
are  elegant  and  correct,  but  very  inferior  to  Milton’s  in  fertility  of  in¬ 
vention,  and  poetical  feeling.  He  was  called  ft  The  Swan  of  Holland.” 
See  Baillet,  fugement  des  Scavans,  tom.  vi.  pt.  ii.  p.  359. 

2  Vide  Table  Talk ,  vol.  ii.  p.  270.  I  have  noticed,  I  believe,  all 
the  errors  in  quantity  in  the  Notes  to  the  Aldine  edition. 

3  The  poets  of  Great  Britain  who  have  excelled  in  the  compofition 
of  Latin  verfe  might  be  thus  arranged :  Buchanan,  Milton,  T.  May,. 
Gray  ;  and  in  the  fecond  order,  Addifon,  V.  Bourne,  and  Anftey.. 
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not  where  the  fcholars  of  the  continent  could  have  gone 
for  more  beautiful  fpecimens  of  modern  poetry  than  his 
Firft  Elegy,  and  the  Addrefs  to  his  Father;  and  has  Lu¬ 
cretius  himfelf  ever  clothed  the  bare  and  meagre  form  of 
metaphyfical  fpeculations  in  a  robe  of  greater  brilliancy, 
or  adorned  it  with  more  dazzling  jewels  of  poetry  than 
in  the  following  lines  ?  who,  that  reads  the  argument, 
could  have  anticipated  the  change  it  underwent  as  it  palled 
through  the  poet’s  mind. 

DE  IDEA  PLATONICA  QUEMADMODUM  ARISTOTELES 

INTELLEXIT. 

Dicite  facrorum  prasfides  nemorum  deae, 

Tuque  O  noveni  perbeata  numinis 
Memoria  mater,  qussque  in  immenfo  procul 
Antro  recumbis  otiofa  .Eternitas, 

Monumenta  fervans,  &  ratas  leges  Jovis, 

Caelique  fa  ft  os  atque  ephemeridas  Deum, 

Quis  ille  primus  cujus  ex  imagine 
Natura  folers  finxit  humanum  genus, 

Eternus,  incorruptus,  asquaevus  polo, 

#  #  *  *  # 

Seu  fempiturnus  ille  fyderum  comes 
Casli  pererrat  ordines  decemplicis, 

Citimumve  terris  incolit  Lunas  globum  : 

Sive  inter  animas  corpus  adituras  fedens 
Obliviofas  torpet  ad  Lethes  aquas  ; 

Sive  in  remota  forte  terrarum  plaga 
Incedit  ingens  hominis  archetypus  gigas, 

Et  iis  tremendus  erigit  celfum  caput 
Atlante  major  portitore  fyderum. 

In  1674,  the  laft  year  of  his  laborious  and  honourable 
life,  he  publilhed  his  familiar  letters  in  Latin  ;  to  which 
he  added  fome  clever  and  pleafing  academical  exercifes  : 
and  his  long  and  fplendid  lift  of  contributions  to  literature 

Cowley  polfeffed  a  facility  of  verfification,  but  his  poetry  is  neither  claf- 
fical  in  its  conception,  nor  corredl  in  its  execution.  See  Morhoj \ 
vol.  i.  p.  1065. 
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ended  with  a  tranflation  of  the  Latin  declaration  of  the 
Poles  in  favour  of  John  the  Third.  Some  doubts,  how¬ 
ever,  have  been  entertained  as  to  this  translation  having 
proceeded  from  the  pen  of  Milton  ;  but  as  they  turn  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  internal  evidence  of  the  Style,  they  can  ad¬ 
mit  of  no  perfedt  folution.4 

Milton  had  long  been  a  Sufferer  by  the  gout,  which 
had  now,  with  the  advance  of  age,  greatly  enfeebled  his 
constitution.  Confidering  that  his  life  was  about  to  clofe,5 
he  informed  his  brother  Christopher  that  he  wifhed  to 
dictate  to  him  the  difpofition  of  his  property.  He  died 
by  a  quiet  and  filent  expiration,  on  Sunday,  the  8  th  of  No¬ 
vember,  1 674, 6  at  his  houfe  in  Bunhill  Fields,  in  the  fixty- 
fixth  year  of  his  age,  having  Survived  the  lofs  of  his  Sight 
for  three  and  twenty  years.  He  was  buried  next  his 
father  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Giles,  Cripplegate,  attended, 
as  Toland  informs  us,  by  “all  his  learned  and  great  friends 
in  London,  not  without  a  friendly  concourfe  of  the  vul- 
gar.”  His  wife  furvived  him  the  long  period  of  fifty-four 
years.7  Her  receipt  to  the  bookfeller  for  the  copyright 


4  Milton  left  in  MS.  A  Brief  Hiftory  of  Mofcovia,  and  of  other  lefs 
known  Countries  lying  eaftward  of  RuJJia  as  far  as  Cathay,  printed  in 
1688.  On  his  trafl  concerning  the  militia,  1642,  4to.  unnoticed  by  his 
biographers,  fee  Todd’s  Lifey  (firfl  ed.)  p.  127.  In  a  Colledlion  of  Poems 
by  C.  Gildon,  1692,  izmo.  p.  92,  is  Julii  Mazarini  Cardinalis  epita- 
phium,  auflore  Joanne  Milton,  v.  State  Poems ,  vol.  i.  p.  56.  Mr. 
Godwin ,  in  his  Life  of  Philips ,  p.  190,  has  mentioned  a  poem  attributed 
to  Milton,  in  State  Poems ,  1697,  in  which  is — “  Noah  be  d — d.”  On 
the  works  attributed  to  him,  fee  Todd’s  Life ,  p.  133 — 138  ;  and  New¬ 
ton’s  Life ,  p.  Ixxxiii. 

5  aHe  would  be  very  cheerful  even  in  his  goute  fitts,  and  fing:  He 
died  of  the  goute  ftruck  in,  the  9  or  10  November,  1674,3s  appears  by 
his  ‘Apothecaries’  books.’” — Aubrey  Lett.  vol.  iii.  p.  449. 

cJohnfon  fays,  about  the  10th  of  November,  and  Mr.  Hay  ley  on 
the  15th;  but  Mr.  Todd  has  afcertained  the  exaft  date  from  a  reference 
to  the  regifter  of  St.  Giles’s,  Cripplegate. 

7  See  Hunter’s  Notes  on  Shakefpeare ,  p.  337. 


LIFE  OF  MILL  ON. 


cxxv 


of  Milton’s  Pro/e  Works  exifts,  I  am  told,  in  the  church 
library  of  Houghton  Conqueft. 

The  original  ftone  laid  upon  the  grave  of  Milton  was 
removed  not  many  years  after  his  interment ;  and  no  me¬ 
morial  of  the  Poet’s  fame  exifted  in  the  church  in  which 
he  was  buried,8  till  by  Mr.  Whitbread’s  munificence,  a 
marble  buft,  and  tablet,  recording  the  date  of  his  birth 
and  death  were  eredted  in  the  middle  aille.  To  the  au¬ 
thor  of  Paradife  Loft:  a  fimilar  tribute  of  refpedt  was  paid 
in  1737,  by  Mr.  Auditor  Benfon ;  and  his  monument, 
adorned  with  a  buft,  was  placed  at  the  expenfe  of  that 
gentleman  in  Weftminfter  Abbey. 

Thus  was  Milton’s  wifh,  though  late,  fulfilled : 

“  Ule  meos  artus  liventi  morte  folutos 
Curaret  parva  componi  molliter  urna, 

Forfitan  &  noftros  ducat  de  marmore  vultus.” 

Manfus,  ver.  90. 

When  the  infcription,  written  by  Atterbury,  to  the 
memory  of  John  Philips,  was  exhibited  to  Dr.  Sprat, 
then  Dean  of  Weftminfter,  he  refufed  to  admit  it,  be- 
caufe  the  Poet  was  faid  to  be  ccfoli  Miltono  fecundus.” 
This  anecdote  was  related  to  Johnfon  by  Dr.  Gregory. 
Such  has  been  the  change  of  opinion,  he  added,  that  I 
have  feen  eredted  in  the  church  the  ftatue  of  that  man, 
whofe  name  I  once  knew  confidered  as  a  pollution  of  its 
walls. 

Milton,  in  his  youth,  is  faid  to  have  been  eminently 
handfome.  He  was  called  the  Lady  of  his  college.9 

8  On  the  difinterment  of  the  fuppofed  coffin  and  corpfe  of  Milton  in 
Auguft,  1790?  fee  the  Pamphlet  of  P.  Neve ,  Efq.  and  Podd's  Life ,  p. 
139.  The  exa£t  place  in  the  church  where  Milton  and  his  father  lie 
is  not  afcertained.  The  father  died  about  1647.  Speed  the  Hiftorian 
and  Fox  the  Martyrologift  are  buried  in  the  fame  church. 

9  Salmafius  fays,  “  Tu  quem  olim  Itali  pro  fcemina  habuerunt.” 
Salmas .  Refp.  p.  23,  in  his  Prolufiones  Acad.  p.  132,  he  fays  of  him- 
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His  complexion  was  frefh  and  fair.10  His  hair,  which 
was  of  a  light  brown,  was  parted  in  front,  and  hung  down 
upon  his  fhoulders.11  He  was  of  a  moderate  ftature,  or 
rather  below  the  middle  fize.  His  eyes  were  of  a  greyifh 
colour ;  and  when  he  was  totally  deprived  of  fight,  he 
fays  that  they  did  not  betray  the  lofs.  His  voice  and 
ear  were  mufical.12  He  was  vigorous  and  adlive,  delight¬ 
ing  in  the  exercife  of  the  fmall  fword.  Of  his  figure  in 
his  declining  days,  the  following  Iketch  has  been  left  by 
Richardfon. — An  ancient  clergyman  of  Dorfetfhire,  Dr. 


felf,  “  A  quibufdam  audivi,  nuper  domina &c.  Virgil  was  called 
“  Parthenius.”  See  his  Life. 

10  On  the  portraits  of  Milton  confult  Todd's  Life  (fecond  edit.),  p. 
141 ,  note  ;  that  I  alfo  faw  one  of  him,  when  young,  at  Lord  Townfhend’s 
at  Rainham,  but  many  years  have  palled,  and  I  cannot  recoiled  any 
particulars.  Charles  Lamb,  Efq.  poffelfed  an  original  portrait,  left 
by  his  brother,  and  accidentally  bought  in  London.  A  miniature  by 
S.  Cooper  has  been  lately  placed  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  polTeffion. 
Confult  alfo  T.  Warton's  Milton ,  p.  331.  As  regards  his  portrait  by 
W.  Marshall,  prefixed  to  his  Poems  (and  which  Salmalius  did  not  diflike), 
he  fays,  in  his  Defenfio  contra  Morum,  u  Tu  effigiem  mihi  diffimillimam 
praefixam  Poematibus  vidifti.  Ego  verb  li  impulfu  et  ambitione  librarii, 
me  imperito  Sculptori,  propterea  quod  in  urbe  alius  eo  tempore  belli  non 
erat,  in  fabri  fcalpendum  permifi,  id  me  neglexilfe  potius  earn  rem  ar- 
guebat,  cujus  tu  mihi  nimium  cultum  objicis.’’  v.  Profe  Works ,  vol.  v. 
p.  303  ;  but  Morus  had  drawn  a  different  conclulion.  “  An  deformita- 
tem  tibi  vitio  verterem,  qui  bellum  etiam  credidi  maxime,  poilquam, 
tui s  prajixam  Poematibus  comptulam  iconem  illam  vidi?”  Salmalius  re¬ 
proaches  him  with  the  lofs  of  his  beauty.  “  Malo  ifho  magnam  partem 
tuae  pulchritudinis  deperiiffe,  pro  eo  ac  debeo,  doleo :  nam  in  oculis 
maxime  viget  ac  valet  formae  decus,  quid  Itali  nunc  dicerent,  li  te  vide- 
rent  cum  ilia  tua  fceda  lippitudine.”  Salmas.  Refp.^p.  15.  I  have 
heard  that  an  original  portrait  of  Milton  (about  thirty  years  of  age)  has 
been  difcovered  by  Mr.  R.  Lemon  of  the  State  Paper  Office. 

11  In  this  he  differed  from  his  friends  the  Puritans  :  fee  defcription  of 
the  Puritan  hair  cropped  in  Col .  Hutchinjon  s  Metnoirs  ;  and  fee  Howes’s 
Perjiusy  p,  105. 

12  See  Fenton's  Notes  on  Waller ,  p.  cii. 
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Wright,  found  John  Milton  in  a  fmall  chamber  hung 
with  rufly  green,  fitting  in  an  elbow  chair,  and  dreffed 
neatly  in  black ;  pale,  but  not  cadaverous  ;  his  hands  and 
feet  gouty,  and  with  chalk  flones.  .  .  .  He  ufed 
alfo  to  fit  in  a  gray  coarfe  cloth  coat,  at  the  door  of 
his  houfe  near  Bunhill  Fields,  in  warm  funny  weather,  to 
enjoy  the  frefh  air ;  and  fo,  as  well  as  in  his  room,  re¬ 
ceived  the  vifits  of  people  of  diflinguifhed  parts,  as  well 
as  quality.13 

His  domellic  habits  were  thofe  of  a  fevere  and  tern* 
perate  fludent.  He  drank  little  wine,  and  fed  without 
any  luxurious  delicacy  of  choice.  In  his  youth,  he  flu- 
died  till  midnight ;  but  warned  by  the  early  decay  of  fight, 
and  his  difordered  health,  he  afterwards  changed  his 
hours,  and  relied  in  bed14  from  nine  till  four  in  the  fum- 
mer,  and  five  in  the  winter  months.  If  at  thefe  hours 
he  was  not  difpofed  to  rife,  he  had  a  perfon  by  his  bed- 
fide  to  read  to  him.10  When  he  had  rifen,  he  had  a 
chapter  in  the  Hebrew  Bible  read  to  him,  and  fludied 
till  twelve.  He  then  took  fome  exercife  for  an  hour  in 
his  garden,  dined,  played  on  the  organ,  and  either  fang 
himfelf,  or  made  his  wife  ling,  who  had  a  good  voice. 


13  Richardfon  s  Life  of  Milton,  1734,  p.  iv. 

14  The  bed  on  which  Milton  died  was  given  by  Mr.  Hollis  to  Aken- 
fide  the  poet,  who  was  delighted  with  the  prefent.  See  Hollis’ s  Me¬ 
moir s,  p.  1 1 2. 

15  Milton  had  taught  his  two  younger  daughters  to  pronounce  exa&ly 
the  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  Italian,  Spanilh,  and  French,  without  un¬ 
derhanding  the  meaning  of  the  languages.  This  at  length  became  fo 
irkfome,  that,  on  their  expreffing  their  uneafinefs,  they  were  fent  out  to 
learn  embroidery,  &c.  Ellwood,  Ed.  Philips,  and  Skinner  read  to  him. 
He  ufed  to  fay,  in  his  daughters’  hearing,  that  one  tongue  was  enough 
for  a  woman,  v.  Philips’  Life ,  p.  42.  Milton’s  memory  and  learning 
were  almoft  as  wonderful  as  his  genius ;  and  after  he  grew  blind,  it  is 
not  likely  that  he  would  defire  to  have  any  foreign  books  read  to  him, 
but  fuch  as  he  was  well  acquainted  with.  See  Beattie’s  Bfays,  p.  273. 
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though  not  a  mufical  ear.  He  again  ftudied  till  fix  ;  en¬ 
tertained  his  vifitors16  till  eight;  and  fupped  upon  olives, 
or  fome  light  thing,17  and  after  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  and  a 
glafs  of  water,  went  to  bed.  That  Milton  and  his  wife 
ufed  to  dine  in  the  kitchen,  as  appears  in  the  affidavit  of 
their  maidfervant,  Mary  Fiffier,  I  fuppofe  might  be  owing 
to  the  homely  and  fimple  cuftom  of  the  times  among 
plain  people,  and  cannot  be  adduced  as  a  mark  of  poverty 
or  meannefs.18 

He  compofed  much  in  the  night  and  morning,  and 
dictated  in  the  day,  fitting  obliquely  in  an  elbow  chair, 
with  his  leg  thrown  over  the  arm.  Fortune,  as  Johnfon 
obferves,  appears  not  to  have  had  much  of  his  care.  He 
loft,  by  different  cafualties,  about  four  thoufand  pounds ; 
yet  his  wants  were  fo  few,  and  his  habits  of  life  fo  unex- 
penfive,  that  he  was  never  reduced  to  indigence.  He 
fold  part  of  his  library  before  his  death,19  and  left  his 
widow  about  fifteen  hundred  pounds.  She  fold  the  re- 

1(5  <£  He  was  vifited  by  the  learned,  much  more  than  he  did]  defire.” 
v.  Aubrey  Lett.  vol.  iii.  p.  443.  t(  Foreigners  came  much  to  fee  him,  and 
admired  him,  and  offered  to  him  great  preferments  to  come  over  to  them ; 
and  the  only  inducement  of  feveral  foreigners  that  came  over,  was  to  fee 
O.  Protedlor  and  Mr.  J.  Milton;  and  would  fee  the  houfe  and  chamber 
where  he  was  born.  He  was  much  more  admired  abroad  than  at 
home.” 

17  It  was  when  he  was  infirm  and  fick,  that  he  addreffed  his  wife,  as 
Mary  Fifher  tells  us  fhe  overheard.  “  Who  having  provided  fomething 
for  deceafed’s  dinner  which  he  very  well  liked,  he  fpake  to  his  faid  wife, 
thefe  or  the  like  words,  as  near  as  this  deponent  can  remember.  4  God 
have  mercy,  Betty,  I  fee  thou  wilt  perform  according  to  thy  promife,  in 
providing  me  fuch  difhes  as  I  think  fit  while  I  live ;  and  when  I  die, 
thou  knoweft  I  have  left  thee  all.”  Milton  had  two  fervant-maids, 
Mary  and  Elizabeth  Fifher.  See  his  will.  His  man-fervant  was  B. 
Green.  See  Milton’s  Agreement  in  the  Appendix. 

iS  Milton  was  in  tolerable  circumftances.  See  Jackfon's  Thirty  Let¬ 
ter  s,  p.  234. 

19  He  is  faid  to  have  borrowed  fifty  pounds  of  Jonathan  Hartop  of 
Aldborough  in  Yorkfhire,  who  died  in  1791,  at  the  age  of  138.  He 
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mainder  of  the  Poet’s  books  to  a  bookfeller  at  Shrews¬ 
bury.  Fenton  fays,  c<  Though  he  abode  in  the  heritage 
of  oppreflors,  and  the  fpoils  of  the  country  lay  at  his  feet,, 
neither  his  confidence,  nor  his  honour  could  ftoop  to 
gather  them.” 

It  has  been  agreed  by  all,  that  he  was  of  an  equal  and 
cheerful  temper,  and  pleafing  and  inftrudtive  in  converfa- 
tion.20  His  daughter  faid,  cc  her  father  was  delightful 
company,  the  life  of  the  converfation  ;  and  that ,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  flow  of  fubjedt,  and  an  unaffected  cheerfulnefs 
and  .civility.”  Richardfon  fays,  <c  that  Milton  had  a  gra¬ 
vity  in  his  temper,  not  melancholy,  or  not  till  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  ;  not  four,  or  morofe,  or  ill  natured,  but 
a  certain  feverity  of  mind,  a  mind  not  condefcending  to 
little  things  :  ”  and  Aubrey  adds,  cc  that  he  was  fatiri- 
cal.”21 

His  literature  was  unqueftionably  immenfe  ;  his  adver- 
faries  admitted  that  he  was  the  moll  able  and  acute  fcho- 
lar  living.  With  the  Hebrew,  and  its  two  dialedls,  he 
was  well  acquainted,  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  Italian,  French, 
and  Spanifh  languages,  he  was  eminently  /killed.  In  La- 

returned  the  loan  with  honour,  though  not  without  much  difficulty,  as 
his  circumilances  were  very  low.  Mr.  Hartop  would  have  declined 
receiving  it,  but  the  pride  of  the  Poet  was  equal  to  his  genius,  and  he 
fent  the  money  with  an  angry  letter,  which  was  found  among  the  cu¬ 
rious  poffeffions  of  the  venerable  old  man.”  See  E  aft  on*  s  Human  Lon¬ 
gevity,  p.  241,  (a  book  however  of  little  authority).  Toland  fays, 
“  towards  the  latter  part  of  his  time  he  contradled  his  library,  both  be- 
caufe  the  heirs  he  left  could  not  make  a  right  ufe  of  it,  and  that  he 
thought  he  might  fell  it  more  to  their  advantage  than  they  could  be  able 
to  do  themfelves.”  v.  Life ,  p.  142. 

20  See  Newton’s  Life ,  p.  xci. 

21  “  In  the  Paradife  Loft,  indeed  in  every  one  of  his  poems,  it  is  Mil- 
ton  himfelf  whom  you  fee.  His  Satan,  his  Adam,  Raphael,  altnoft  his 
Eve , — are  all  John  Milton,  and  it  is  a  fenfe  of  this  intenfe  egotifm  that 
gives  me  thegreateft  pleafure  in  reading  Milton’s  Works.  The  egotifm 
of  fuch  a  man  is  a  revelation  of  fpirit.”  See  Coleridge’ s  Table  Talk , 
vol.  ii.  p.  240. 
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tin,  his  knowledge  was  fuch,  as  to  place  him  in  the  firft 
rank  of  writers  and  critics.  He  himfelf  relates  that  his 
round  of  ftudy  and  reading  was  ceafelefs  ;  and  that  his  life 
had  not  been  unexpenfive  in  learning  and  voyaging  about. 
The  claftical  books,  in  which  he  mod:  delighted,  were 
Homer,  whofe  two  poems,  Toland  fays,  he  could  almoft 
repeat  without  book,  Ovid’s22  Metamorphofes,  and  Eu 
ripides ;  his  copy  of  the  latter  poet,  with  fome  critical 
obfervations  in  the  margin,  was  in  the  pofleftion  of  the 
late  Sir  Henry  Halford.23  Lord  Charlemont,  defcended 
from  a  lifter  of  Mr.  King,  the  Lycidas  of  Milton,  pof- 
fefted  his  Lycophron,  in  which  are  fome  remarks  writ¬ 
ten  in  his  clear  and  beautiful  hand.  As  a  further  proof 
of  the  diligence  and  exadtnefs  with  which  he  read  books 
of  not  common  occurrence,  I  ftiall  mention,  that  I  have 
feen  a  copy  of  the  Sonnetti  of  Varchi  that  belonged  to 
him,  in  which  the  moft  curious  expreftions,  and  the  more 
poetical  paftages  were  underlined,  and  marked  with  extra¬ 
ordinary  care.  He  is  faid  to  have  read  Plautus  repeat¬ 
edly,  in  order  cc  to  rail  with  more  choice  phrafe  at  Salma- 
ftus.”  Plato  and  Demofthenes  are  fuppofed  to  have  been 
his  favourite  authors  in  Greek  profe  ;  and  among  the  Ro¬ 
man  hiftorians,  he  has  decreed  to  Salluft24  the  palm  of 
fuperiority.  His  Ikill  in  Rabbinical  literature,  in  which 


22  Deborah,  his  daughter,  informed  Dr.  Ward,  that  “  Ifaiah,  Homer, 
and  Ovid,  were  works  which  they  were  often  called  to  read  to  their 
father.”  In  his  Prolujiones,  p.  81,  he  calls  <c  Ovidius  poetarum  ele- 
gantiffimus.” 

23  T.  Warton  has  traced  this  book  from  its  poffeffor,  Bifhop  Hare,  in 
1740,  to  Mr.  Cradock,  who  bequeathed  it  to  Sir  Henry  Halford.  See 
his  Milton ,  p.  569.  See  fome  letters  concerning  it  in  Cradock' s  Me¬ 
moirs,  vol.  iv.  p.  137 — 140.  Milton’s  emendations  of  the  text  are 
given,  I  think,  in  Jodrell's  Euripides .  Milton’s  Copy  of  Aratus  with 
his  Autograph  and  MS.  Notes,  formerly  in  the  poiTelhon  of  Mr.  Up¬ 
ton,  is  now  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

24  See  his  Latin  Letters ,  (ed.  1674,)  p.  53. 
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he  has  not  been  followed  by  his  commentators,  was  unu- 
fually  great.  Of  the  Englifh  poets,  it  is  faid  he  fet  moft 
value  on  Spenfer,  Shakefpeare,  and  Cowley.  Spenfer25 
was  apparently  his  favourite.  Of  Jonfon,  Mr.  Gifford 
fays,  Milton  was  the  unwearied,  though  unnoticed  fol¬ 
lower.  Dr.  Johnfon  feems  furprifed  at  his  approbation 
of  Cowley,  a  poet  whofe  ideas  of  excellence  are  fo  differ¬ 
ent  from  his  own ;  thefe  are  fadls  for  which  it  is  difficult 
to  account ;  Scaliger  preferred  Statius  to  Virgil ;  and  who 
would  have  fuppofed  that  Rubens  could  have  faid,  if  he 
were,  not  Rubens,  he  could  wiffi  to  be  Poelemberg  ? 

That  Milton  read  the  works  of  thofe  dramatic  poets 
who  were  the  contemporaries  or  fucceffors  of  Shakefpeare, 
is  evident,  from  his  having  tranflated  fome  of  their  beau¬ 
tiful  expreffions  into  his  works ;  and  he  mentions  in  his 
Apology  for  Smedtymnuus,  that  he  was  much  enamoured 
of  romances  in  his  youth.  His  character  of  Dryden  was, 
that  he  was  a  good  rhymift,  but  no  poet ;  for  we  may 
well  fuppofe  that  the  charms  of  Drydeir’s  poetry  pof- 
fefled  few  attractions  for  his  mind,  which  had  long  been 
formed  in  other  models  and  in  another  fchool. 

The  political  opinions  of  Milton  are  thofe  of  a  tho¬ 
rough  republican,  which  Johnfon  thinks  was  founded  on 
an  envious  hatred  of  greatnefs,  and  a  fullen  dehre  of  in¬ 
dependence.26  This  conclufion  is  fo  uncharitable  and  un- 


25  “  Milton  acknowledged  to  me  that  Spenfer  was  his  original,”  v. 
Dryden's  Pref.  to  his  Fablesy  p.  xx.  and  Ded.  to  Juvenal ,  p.  126.  For 
his  character  of  Milton,  fee  EJfay  on  Satan ,  vol.  xiii.  p.  17,  ed.  Scott, 
and  p.  1 12,  vol.  xviii.  p.  239. 

“  The  bard  who  next  the  new-born  faint  addreft 
Has  Milton  for  his  wondrous  Poem  bleft.” 

See  Malone's  Suppl.  to  Shakefpeare ,  vol.  i.  p.  686.  Pearce  fays,  that 
“he  could  point  out  to  Bentley,  ‘  a  hundred  words  (I  believe)  in  Mil- 
ton  to  be  met  with  in  no  author  before  him.’”  vol.  v.  p.  198. 

26  See  Ward's  EJfay  on  the  Revolution  of  1688,  vol.  i.  pp.  43,  50, 
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juft,  that  it  muft  recoil  with  injury  on  him  who  made  it. 
No  one  can  read  Milton’s  writings,  or  contemplate  his 
life,  without  being  perfuaded  that  his  firft  defire  was  the 
freedom,  and  through  that,  the  happinefs  of  his  country. 
Other  great  and  good  men  were  republicans,  as  well  as 
Milton  ;  and  who  amid  the  difficulties  of  thofe  evil  days, 
was  to  diredl  his  line  of  condudt  fo  clearly  as  to  fay,  that  no 
other  courfe  could  be  purfued  with  innocence  and  fafety  ? 
I  am  not  called  upon  to  exprefs  an  opinion  as  to  the 
juftice  of  the  caufe  which  he  efpoufed  ;  a  queftion  which 
includes  a  multitude  of  relations,  and  is  fpread  through 
too  great  a  variety  of  circumftances,  and  muft  indeed  be 
deduced  through  too  minute  explications,  to  admit  of  be¬ 
ing  comprehended  in  a  work  like  this  ;  but  I  am  bound 
to  vindicate  his  character  from  the  charge  of  being  influ¬ 
enced  in  his  great  patriotic  exertions  by  any  feelings  but 
thofe  of  a  good  and  elevated  nature.  Men  of  moft  en¬ 
lightened  minds,  of  inflexible  virtue,  and  of  the  moft  de¬ 
voted  attachment  to  their  country,  fincere  and  moft  ftu- 
dious  of  the  public  happinefs,  were  feen  oppofed  to  each 
other  in  the  fenate  and  in  the  field.  The  fame  arguments 
do  not  operate  with  the  fame  force  on  different  minds ; 
cc  In  all  the  public  contefts  we  have  had,”  fays  Algernon 
Sydney,  cc  men  of  good  judgment  and  integrity  have  fill¬ 
ed  both  parties.  There  was  a  great  and  complicated 
queftion  before  them,  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  which 
thickened  as  it  advanced  :  good  and  brave  men  looked  on 
it  in  different  ffiades  of  forrow  or  of  hope,  according  to 
their  tempers  or  habits  of  thought ;  and  that  which  Mil- 
ton  contemplated  as  the  bright  dawning  of  a  more  glo¬ 
rious  day,  came  lowering  with  fuch  clouds  and  darknefs, 
as  to  fink  the  virtuous  heart  of  Falkland  even  to  defpair. 


54,  on  Charles  and  the  Parliament;  Hallam's  Conftitutional  Hijiory, 
vol.  ii.  p.  215  ;  Blackfi one's  Commentaries ,  vol.  i.  p.  412. 


LIFE  OF  MILTON. 


CXXX1U 


cc  I  know/’  fays  Mr.  Coleridge,  <f  no  portion  of  hiftory 
which  a  man  may  write  with  fo  much  pleafure  as  that  of 
the  great  struggle  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Firft,  becaufe 
he  may  feel  the  profoundeft  refpedt  for  both  parties.  The 
fide  taken  by  a  particular  perfon  was  determined  by  the 
point  of  view  which  fuch  perfon  happened  to  command 
at  the  commencement  of  the  inevitable  collifion ,  one  line 
feeming  ftraight  to  this  man,  another  line  to  another. 
No  man  of  his  age  faw  the  truth — the  whole  truth. 
There  was  not  light  enough  for  that.” 27 

Harrington28  had  obferved  cc  that  the  troubles  of  the 
times  were  not  to  be  attributed  wholly  to  wilfulnefs  or  fac¬ 
tion,  neither  to  the  mifgovernment  of  the  prince,  nor  the 
ftubbornnefs  of  the  people,  but  to  a  change  in  the  balance 
of  property,  which  fince  Henry  the  Seventh’s  time  had 
been  daily  falling  into  the  fcale  of  the  commons,  from  that 
of  the  king,  and  the  lords;29  thus,  as  a  fenfible  and  tem¬ 
perate  writer  obferves,  the  opulence  and  independence  of 
the  commons  tended  to  produce  a  popular  government, 
and  the  introduction  of  mercenary  armies  to  aggrandize 
the  crown.  Hence  the  conteft  between  the  king  and  the 

27  See  Coleridge’s  Table  Talk ,  vol.  ii.  p.  170. 

28  See  Burnet’s  Introd.  to  Milton  s  Profe  Works ,  vol.  i.  p.  9. 

29  That  a  change  in  the  balance  of  property,  caufed  the  troubles,  fee 
Life  of  Harrington ,  pt.  xv.  /j.to.  p.  65,  “  nor  was  there  any  thing  now 
wanting  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the  throne,  but  that  the  people,  not  apt  to 
fee  their  own  ftrength,  fhould  be  put  to  feel  it,  &c.”  ( Oceana );  again, 
p.  366,  “  The  growth  of  the  people  of  England,  fince  the  time  noticed, 
of  the  nobility  and  clergy  in  the  reign  of  £).  Elizabeth,  to  men  that  ftood 
with  the  intent  or  indeed  the  nature  and  poffibility  of  a  well-founded  or 
durable  monarchy,  was  now  prefently  perceived,  but  withal  temporized 
in  council,”  &c.  (the  art  of  lawgiving).  “  From  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
(to  go  no  farther  backward),”  fays  Mr.  Coleridge,  “  there  was  a  fpirit 
of  freedom  in  the  people  at  large,  which  all  our  kings  in  their  fenfes 
were  cautious  not  to  awaken  by  too  rudely  treading  on  it ;  but  for  in¬ 
dividuals ,  as  fuch ,  there  was  none  till  the  confiidi  with  the  Stuarts .” — 
Literary  Remains,  vol.  iii.  p.  185. 
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people,  the  one  to  extend  his  prerogative,  the  other  to 
augment  their  privileges.30  The  petition  of  rights  col¬ 
lected  the  grievances  of  the  nation  into  one  view,  and 
ftated  the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  prerogative,  and 
the  undifputed  rights  of  the  people.”  Putting  afide  all  fa¬ 
vourite  and  partial  views,  and  looking  at  the  queftion  with 
an  equal  indifference,  it  may  be  faid,  that  all  muft  have 
feen  the  neceffity  of  amending  the  manner  in  which  the 
government  was  conducted,  what  wonder  if  fome  objected 
even  to  the, form?  The  difpute  in  faCt,  as  Dr.  Balguy 
obferves,  was  a  conflict  between  governors  who  ruled  by 
will  not  by  law  ;  and  fubjeCts  who  would  not  fuffer  the 
law  itfelf  to  control  their  actions.31  Milton  might  have 
defpaired  (for  he  had  no  example  at  home  before  him)  of 
feeing  that  limited  and  legal  monarchy,  which  we  never 
poflefled  till  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts  had  palled  away  : 
and  which  for  the  firft  time  ereCted  the  fafety  of  the  throne 
on  the  fecured  liberty  of  the  fubjeCl,  and  the  inviolable 
fanCtity  of  the  laws.  Periods  like  the  one  we  are  con¬ 
templating,  occaflonally  recurring,  and  long  and  fecretly 
prepared,  produce,  when  they  arrive,  great  ferment  and 
defire  of  change  in  the  minds  of  men :  nor  muft  we  too 
feverely  blame  thofe  who  in  the  ardour  of  hope  afpire  to 
a  perfection  that  human  inflitutions  have  never  reached, 
and  who,  difgufted  with  the  real  abufes  of  the  paft,  would 
turn  to  the  imaginary  advantages  of  the  future.  cc  It  was 

30  «We  fcarce  ever  had  a  Prince ft  fays  Burke,  u  who  by  fraud  or 
violence  had  not  made  fome  infringement  on  the  conftitution ;  we  fcarce 
ever  had  a  Parliament  which  I  knew,  where  it  attempted  to  fet  limits 
to  the  royal  authority,  or  to  fet  limits  to  its  own.  Evils  attacked  con¬ 
tinually  called  for  reformation,  and  reformations  more  grievous  than  any 
evils.”  See  Burke's  View  of  Nat.  Society,  p.  59. 

31  See  on  this  fubjeft,  Hurd's  Dialogues ,  W arburton' s  Letters  to  Mr. 
York ,  King's  Anecdotes  of  bis  own  Times ,  Ha  Ham's  Confi.  Hift.  vol.  i. 
p.  570.  Lyttelton  s  Hift.  of  Henry  II.  vol.  i.  Prf.  may  be  confulted 
with  advantage. 
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the  error  of  Milton,”  fays  Mr.  Coleridge,  cc  Sidney  and 
others  of  that  age,  to  think  it  poffible  to  conflrudt  a  pure 
and  aristocratic  government  independent  of  all  paflion,  and 
ignorance,  and  fordid  nature.”  Milton  wifhed  for  a  re¬ 
public,  beft  fecuring,  as  he  thought,  the  liberty  and  hap- 
.  pinefs  of  the  people  ;  great  then  was  his  indignation,  when 
he  faw  the  prefbyterian  fynod  throw  away  furplice  and 
cope,  and  yet  put  on  all  but  the  old  epifcopal  robes ;  and 
the  man  of  cc  little  lefs  than  divine  virtue,”  the  father  of 
his  country,  the  leader  of  her  armies,  the  moft  glorious  of 
her  citizens,  the  founder  and  protestor  of  her  liberty ; 
him  who  had  defpifed  the  name  of  king  for  majefty,  yet 
more  majeStic  ; 32  whom  God  manifestly  favoured,  that 
he  was  in  all  things  his  helper !  when  he  faw  this  bold 
imperious  ufurper  put  oSF  the  Puritan’s  cloak,  lay  down 
his  battered  breaStplate,  and  Cf  Stepping  on  the  neck  of 
crowned  fortune,”33  take  pofleflion  of  the  empty  throne. 
He  hated  Popery,  as  it  was  flaviSh,  ignorant,  antichrif- 
tian,  and  idolatrous  :  deep  therefore  was  his  forrow,  when 
he  Spoke  of  the  diflolutenefs  of  a  returning  court,  of  a 
queen  in  moSt  likelihood  outlandiSh  and  a  Papift,  and  a 
queen  mother  with  their  fumptuous  court,  and  numerous 
train.  In  difappointment  and  difguSt  he  turned  away  from 
Sights  like  thefe,  to  contemplate  the  example  of  the  United 
Provinces,  which  he  calls  a  potent  and  flourishing  repub- 


32  Such  are  the  expreffions  ufed  relating  to  Cromwell,  and  the  titles 
given  to  him  by  Milton,  in  The  Second  Defence ,  If  c.  Milton  wrote 
two  letters  to  Cromwell,  one  in  favour  of  Marvell,  one  with  his  Second  - 
Defence ,  fee  Birch’s  Life ,  p.  xl.  Cromwell  was  highly  gifted  as  a 
preacher,  as  well  as  diftinguifhed  as  a  warrior;  witnefs  his  learned,  de¬ 
vout,  and  confcientious  exercife  held  at  Mr.  Peter  Temple’s,  Lincoln’s- 
Inn-Fields,  upon  Romans  xiii.  i.  See  Scott’s  Dryden}  vol.  x.  p.  141. 

33  Compare  Am.  Marcellinus,  lib.  xxv.  p.  4.  “  Felicitas  ita  eminet,  ut 
ipfis  quodammodo  cervicibus  futures  aliquandiu  gubernatricis  coa&us, 
&c.— ” 
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lie  !34  <c  The  moll  difficult  paflage,”  fays  Mr.  Campbell, 
cc  of  Milton’s  life,  for  his  biographers  to  comment  on  with 
entire  fatisfadlion,  is  his  continued  awe  and  terror  of  Crom¬ 
well’s  anger,  after  Cromwell  had  become  a  tyrant.  Nor 
was  he  uncandid  to  deny  that  his  fear  of  the  return  of  the 
Stuarts,  the  fymptoms  of  his  having  been  feldom  at  the 
Ufurper’s  court,  and  the  circumftance  of  his  having  given 
his  advice  to  fpare  the  liberties  of  the  people,  form  fome 
apology  for  this  negative  adherence.  But  if  the  people, 
according  to  his  own  ideas,  were  capable  of  liberty  after 
Cromwell’s  death,  they  were  equally  fo  before  it :  and  a 
refignation  of  his  profit  under  the  Defpot  would  have 
been  a  better  and  fuller  facrifice  to  public  principles,  than 
any  advice.  From  ordinary  men  this  is  more  than  could 
be  expedted,  but  Milton  preached  to  others  fuch  aufter- 
ity  of  duty,  that  in  proportion  to  the  altitude  of  his  cha- 
ratfter,  the  world,  which  looked  to  his  principle,  had  a 
right  to  expedt  his  pradtical  virtue  to  be  fevere.” 35 

The  biographers  of  Milton,  when  fpeaking  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  have  mentioned  his  brother  Chriftopher,  and  his 
filler  Anne.  It  appears  by  a  more  diligent  inquiry,  that 
the  names  of  two  other  fillers,  Tabitha  and  Sarah,  are 
mentioned  in  the  baptifmal  regifter,  and  the  death  of  Sa¬ 
rah  only  is  recorded.  Chriftopher  was  a  royalift,  and  af¬ 
ter  his  brother’s  death  became  a  judge.  In  the  rebellion 
he  compounded  for  his  eftate,  the  fine  levied  upon  him 
being  two  hundred  pounds.  He  long  refided  at  Ipfwich, 
but  afterwards  moved  to  the  neighbouring  village  of 
Ruffimore,315  where  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  porch 
of  St.  Nicholas,  in  March,  1692.  He  was  knighted  by 


34  Yet  on  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces,  fee  the  fentiments  of 
a  Church  of  England  Man,  in  Swift' s  Mifcellanies ,  vol.  i.  p.  63. 

35  Campbell's  Specimens  of  the  Englijh  Poets ,  vol.  iv.  p.  164. 

30  The  houfe  where  he  lived,  I  underltand,  is  near  the  church  in  the 
village  of  Rufhmere,  was  a  farm-houfe,  and  has  been  lately  altered. 
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James  the  Second.  Philips  fays  of  him  that  he  was  a 
perfon  of  a  modeft  and  quiet  temper,  preferring  juftice 
and  virtue  before  all  worldly  pleafure  and  grandeur  ;  but 
that  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  the  Second, 
for  his  known  integrity  and  ability  in  law,  he  was  by  fome 
perfons  of  quality  recommended  to  the  king,  and  at  a  call 
of  lerjeants  received  the  coif,  and  the  fame  day  was  fworn 
one  of  the  Barons  of  the  exchequer  :  and  foon  after  made 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  Common  Pleas:  but  his  years 
and  indifpofition  not  well  brooking  the  fatigue  of  public 
employment,  he  continued  not  long  in  either  of  thefe 
ftations,  but  having  his  cc  Quietus  eft  ”  retired  to  a  coun¬ 
try  life,  his  ftudy  and  devotion.  Toland’s  account  of 
him  certainly  is  lefs  favourable,  he  fays,  that  he  cc  was 
of  a  very  fuperftitious  nature,  and  a  man  of  no  parts  or 
ability,  and  that  James,  wanting  a  fet  of  judges  that  could 
declare  his  will  to  be  fuperior  to  our  legal  conftitution, 
appointed  him  one  of  the  Barons  of  exchequer.”  His 
fitter  Anne  was  married  firft  to  a  Mr.  Philips,  and  after 
his  death  to  a  Mr.  Agar  ;  by  her  firft  hufband  fhe  had 
two  fons,  Edward  and  John,  whom  Milton  educated,  who 
were  perfons  of  clevernefs  and  learning :  and  both  of  whom 
were  authors.37  Edward’s  affection  and  refpedl  for  his 
uncle  is  difplayed  in  every  page  of  his  biography.  Milton 
had  children  only  by  his  firft  wife ;  and  three  daughters, 
Anne,  Mary,  and  Deborah  were  the  fruits  of  his  marriage.38 
Anne,  though  deformed,  married,  and  died  in  childbed. 

37  Their  biography  has  been  written  by  Mr.  Godwin  in  an  enter¬ 
taining  and  interefting  volume. 

Dr.  Birch  tranfcribed  the  regiftry  of  the  birth  of  Milton’s  children 
from  his  own  writing,  in  a  blank  leaf  of  his  wife’s  bible ;  his  fon  John 
was  born  on  Saturday,  March  16,  1650.  His  three  daughters  each 
received  100/.  as  their  fortune,  from  their  ftepmother  Elizabeth,  and  the 
three  receipts  bearing  their  three  fignatures  were  fold  among  the  books 
and  manufcripts  of  James  Bofwell,  Efq.  in  1825  ;  fee  alfo  Mr.  Todd's 
Life ,  (firft  ed.)  p.  186,  note. 
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Mary  died  fingle.  Deborah,  the  youngeft,  married  Abra¬ 
ham  Clark,  a  weaver,  in  Spitalfield,  and  lived  feventy- 
fix  years,  to  Auguft,  1727.  This  is  the  daughter  of  whom 
public  mention  is  made.  She  could  repeat,  as  Profefior 
Ward  of  Grefham  College  related  on  his  own  knowledge, 
the  firfi:  lines  of  Homer,  of  the  Metamorphofes,  and  fome 
of  Euripides,  from  having  often  heard  them.  To  her 
Addifon  made  a  prefent,  and  Queen  Caroline  fent  her  a 
purfe  of  fifty  guineas.  She  is  reported  to  have  been  the 
favourite  of  her  father  ;  though  in  confequence  of  a  difi- 
agreement  with  her  ftepmother,  three  or  four  years  before 
Milton’s  death,  fhe  left  his  houfe  and  went  to  refide  with 
a  lady  named  Merian  in  Ireland.  On  being  fhown  a  por¬ 
trait  which  ftrongly  refembled  Milton,  fhe  exclaimed  with 
tranfport,  ’Tis  my  father  !  ’tis  my  dear  father  !39  When 
file  was  introduced  to  Addifon,  he  faid,  cc  Madam,  you 
need  no  other  voucher,  your  face  is  a  fufficient  teftimo- 
nial  whofe  daughter  you  are.”40  She  appeared  to  be  a 
woman  of  good  fenfe,  and  genteel  behaviour,  and  to  bear 
the  inconveniences  of  a  low  fortune  with  decency  and  pru¬ 
dence.  Milton  fays,  in  his  will,  that  he  fpent  the  greatefl: 
part  of  his  eftate  in  providing  for  his  children  in  his  life¬ 
time  ;  I  prefume  that  he  fpeaks  of  the  expenfe  of  their 
education,  and  their  maintenance  on  a  feparate  eftablifh- 
ment,  while  learning  curious  and  ingenious  forts  of  ma¬ 
nufacture,41  and  embroidering  in  gold  and  filver.  The 


39  It  was  when  Faithorne’s  crayon-drawing  was  fhown  to  her  by 
Vertue  the  engraver,  that  fhe  cried  out,  “  Oh  Lord  !  that  is  the  picture 
of  my  father!  how  came  you  by  it?”  and  ftroking  down  the  hair  of 
her  forehead,  fhe  faid,  “juft  fo  my  father  wore  his  hair.”  v.  Todd's 
Milton ,  (fecond  ed.)  p.  143,  note. 

40  See  Birch's  Life,  p.  Ixxvi.  and  fee  a  letter  from  Vertue,  the  en¬ 
graver,  to  Mr.  Chriftian  (Aug.  12,  1721,)  in  Gent .  Mag.  May,  1831; 
p.  419. 

41  “  Anne  Milton  is  lame,  but  hath  a  trade ,  and  can  live  by  the  fame. 
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ftory  of  their  furreptitioufly  felling  their  father’s  books 
during  his  life,  refts  on  the  testimony  of  a  maid-fervant 
alone,  whom  the  biographers  are  difinclined  to  believe  ; 
but  that  they  were  undutiful  and  unkind  children,  care- 
lefs  of  him  when  blind,  and  deferting  him  in  his  age,  we 
have  unfortunately  the  authority  of  Milton  himfelf.42 

The  laft  known  furvivor  of  the  Poet’s  family  was  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  the  daughter  of  this  Deborah  Clark,43  who  mar¬ 
ried  Thomas  Fofter,  a  weaver,  in  Spitalfields.  She  kept 
a  fmall  chandler’s  Ihop  near  Shoreditch  Church.  In  1750, 
April  5th,  Comus  was  played  for  her  benefit.  The  pro¬ 
fits  of  the  night  were  only  a  hundred  and  thirty  pounds.44 
Of  this  fum,  fays  Johnfon,  twenty  pounds  were  given  by 
Tonfon,  a  man  who  is  to  be  praifed  as  often  as  he  is 


which  is  the  making  of  gold  and  filver  lace,  and  which  the  deceafed  bred 
her  up  to”  Eliz.  Piper's  Depofition. 

42  See  Todd's  Life ,  p.  290.  Philips's  Life ,  p.  Ixvi.  prefixed  to  Mil- 
ton's  Profe  Works ,  ed.  Pickering.  It  appears  that  his  daughters  lived 
quite  apart  from  their  father  the  lafb  four  or  five  years  of  his  life :  and 
that  he  knew  little  about  them,  nor  whether  they  frequented  church  or 
not.  See  Chrijlopher  Milton's  Depofition ,  p.  274,  ed.  Todd . 

43  Caleb  Clark,  her  fon,  was  parifh.  clerk  of  Madras.  His  children 
were  the  laft  defcendants  of  the  Poet,  but  of  them  nothing  farther  is 
known.  See  Mr.  Hawkins’s  Note  in  Newton's  Life,  p.  cxi.  Dr.  Birch 
narrates  the  converfation  he  held  with  Mrs.  Fofter,  who  told  him  that 
Milton’s  fecond  wife  did  not  die  in  childbed,  as  Philips  and  Toland  ai 
fert,  but  about  three  months  after  of  a  confumption,  v.  p.  lxxvii. 

44  The  above  account  by  Dr.  Johnfon  is  not  quite  correct.  The  re¬ 
ceipts  of  the  houfe  were  147/.  14/.  6<f.  from  which  80/.  were  dedufled 
for  expenfes.  Such  is  the  ftatement  of  Mr.  Is.  Reed.  Some  accounts 
of  circumllances  that  led  the  public  attention  towards  Milton’s  grand¬ 
daughter  may  be  feen  in  Hollis's  Mem.  p.  1 16.  An  Advertifement  of 
Johnfon’s  firffc  fuggefted  fome  plan  of  relief.  It  is  in  Bofw ell's  Life , 
vol.  i.  p.  196. 

Voltaire  fays  he  was  in  London  at  the  time.  “  J’etais  a  Londres 
quand  on  apprit  qu’il  y  avoit  une  fille  de  Milton  aveugle,  vieille  et  pau- 
vre,  en  un  quart  d’heure  elle  fut  riche.”  See  Cor^e/pond.  Generate,  tom. 
vii.  p.  401. 
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named ;  one  hundred  pounds  were  placed  in  the  funds, 
the  reft  augmented  their  little  ftock,  with  which  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Iflington.  Johnfon  clofes  his  Life  of  Milton 
by  informing  us  that  he  had  the  honour  of  contributing 
the  Prologue  to  the  play.  Mrs.  Fofter  died,  aged  66,  in 
the  year  1754.45  Of  the  defendants  of  Sir  Chriftopher 
Milton,  fome  account  is  given  in  the  Life  of  Milton  by 
Newton. 

It  only  now  remains  to  give  a  ftiort  account  of  a  Trea- 
tife  of  Theology,  bearing  the  name  of  Milton,  lately  dis¬ 
covered.  Toland,  in  his  Life  of  Milton,  had  informed 
us  that  he  compiled  a  fyftem  of  divinity,  but  whether  in¬ 
tended  for  public  view,  or  collected  merely  for  his  own 
ufe,  he  could  not  determine  ;  and  Aubrey  affords  further 
particulars,  by  mentioning  that  Milton’s  Idea  Theologias 
was  in  manufcript  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Skinner,  a  mer¬ 
chant’s  fon  in  Mark  Lane.  Wood  mentions  Cyriack 
Skinner  as  the  depofitory  of  this  work,  which  he  calls 
<c  The  Body  of  Divinity,”  at  that  time,  or  at  leaft  lately 
in  the  hands  of  Milton’s  acquaintance  Cyriack  Skinner. 
It  is  well  known  that  this  treatife  was  difcovered  with 
the  name  of  Milton  attached  to  it,  by  Mr.  Lemon  in  the 
State  Paper  Office  a  few  years  fince.  It  appears,  that 
Mr.  Daniel  Skinner  commenced  a  correfpondence  with 
the  celebrated  Elzevir,  the  printer  at  Amfterdam,  on  the 
fubjedfc  of  the  State  Letters,  and  the  Theological  Treatife 
of  Milton.  Skinner  was  at  that  time  fellow  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge.  Of  the  Letters,  and  of  the  firft  one 
hundred  and  ninety-fix  pages  of  the  Treatife,  he  had 
been  the  copyift.  He  is  fuppofed  alfo  to  have  been  one 

45  On  Thurfday  laft,  May  9,  1754,  died  at  Iflington,  in  the  66th 
year  of  her  age,  after  a  long  and  painful  illnefs,  which  fhe  fuftained  with 
chriftian  fortitude  and  patience,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fofter,  granddaughter  of 
Milton.  This  paragraph  from  a  contemporary  newfpaper,  is  preferved 
in  the  Mei?ioirs  of  T.  Hollis ,  vol.  i.  p.  1 14. 
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of  thofe  whom  Milton  had  daily  about  him  to  read  to  him. 
On  infpedtion  of  the  Manufcript,  Elzevir  was  alarmed  at 
the  freedom  of  the  political  and  theological  opinions  ad¬ 
vanced  in  it,  and  declined  printing  it.  Skinner  took  away 
the  manufcript,  which  had  by  this  time  attracted  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  government.  Ifaac  Barrow,  then  matter  of 
Trin.  Coll,  fent  a  peremptory  order  to  Skinner  to  repair 
immediately  to  college,  and  warned  him  againft  publifhing 
any  writing  mifchievous  to  the  church  and  ftate.  It  is 
not  known  with  exacttnefs  when  Skinner  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land,  but  he  had  an  interview  with  Sir  Jofeph  William- 
fon,  fecretary  of  ftate  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  he  delivered 
up  the  manufcripts  to  him.  The  remainder  of  the  trea- 
tife  is  written  in  a  female  hand,  the  fame  which  tranfcribed 
the  fonnet, 

Methought  I  faw  my  late  efpoufed  Saint, 

now  among  the  manufcripts  at  Cambridge,  and  this  fcribe 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  his  daughter  Mary  or  Debo¬ 
rah.45  This  part  of  the  volume  is  interfperfed  with  in¬ 
terlineations  and  corrections  in  a  different  and  unknown 
hand.  The  whole  treatife  repofed  on  the  fhelves  of  the 
old  State  Paper  Office  in  Whitehall  till  the  year  1823, 
when  Mr.  Lemon,  the  Deputy  Keeper,  difcovered  it, 
loofely  wrapped  up  in  two  or  three  fheets  of  printed 
paper  which  proved  to  be  the  proof  fheets  of  Elzevir’s 
Horace.  The  State  Letters  were  in  the  fame  parcel, 
and  the  whole  was  inclofed  in  a  cover  directed  to  Mr. 
Skinner,  Merchant.47 


40  Milton’s  granddaughter  afTerted  that  he  would  not  allow  his  daugh¬ 
ters  to  be  taught  to  write :  but  Aubrey  mentions  that  his  youngeft 
daughter  was  his  amanuenfis,  and  it  appears  that  Mrs.  Fofter  was  mis¬ 
taken  alto  in  other  particulars. 

47  See  Skinner’s  Letter  to  Pepys  on  this  Manufcript,  Pepys ’  Corref- 
pondence ,  vol.  i.  p.  169-181,  and  vol.  ii.  p.  297. 
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The  title  of  the  work  is  u  De  Dodlrina  Chriftiana,43 
ex  Sacris  duntaxat  Libris  petita,  Difquifitionum  Libri  duo 
pofthumi but  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  chofen  after 
Milton’s  death,  by  thofe  into  whofe  pofTeffion  the  manu- 
fcript  had  palled.  When  it  was  difcovered,  it  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Sumner,  then  chaplain  to  his  late  Ma- 
jefty,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Sidney  Walker,  by  whom 
it  was  carefully  edited  ;  and  who  alfo  gave  to  the  public 
a  very  elegant  and  exact  translation. 

Milton,  it  feems,  was  difiatisfied  with  the  bodies  of  di¬ 
vinity  that  were  published,  obfcured  by  School  terms  and 
metaphyfical  notions,  and  cc  he  deemed  it  fafeft,  and  mod: 
advifable  to  compile  for  himfelf,  by  his  own  labour  and 
Study,  Some  original  treatife,  which  Should  be  always  at 
hand,  derived  Solely  from  the  work  of  God  himfelf.” 
This  work  confifts  of  two  books,  entitled cf  Of  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  God,  and  of  the  Service  of  God.”  The  firft 
book  is  divided  into  thirty-three  chapters,  embracing 
mention  of  all  the  important  doctrines  of  religious  faith. 
The  Second  book,  confiding  of  Seventeen  chapters,  in¬ 
cludes  a  Summary  of  the  Duties  of  Man  :  and  the  work 
opens  with  a  dignified  and  imprefiive  Salutation.  cc  John 
Milton,  to  all  the  churches  of  ChriSt,  and  to  all  who  pro- 
fefs  the  Chriftian  faith,  throughout  the  world,  peace,  and 
the  recognition  of  the  truth,  and  eternal  Salvation  in  God 
the  Father,  and  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.” 

This  treatife  has  fully  proved  what  had  been  partially 
and  reluctantly  fufpected  before,  that  Milton  had,  in  his 
later  years,  adopted  the  opinions  of  Arianifm  ;49  and  a 


48  This  treatife  was  written  in  Latin ;  he  has  exprelfed  regret  that 
his  treatifes  on  Divorce  were  not  written  in  the  fame  language;  for 
Milton  never  courted  public  or  vulgar  applaufe ;  his  infcription  on  the 
tra&s  he  gave  to  Trin.  Coll.  Dublin  fpeaks  his  fentiments.  “  Paucis 
hujufmodi  le&oribus  contentus.” 

49  Is  it  not  extraordinary  that  Dr.  Symmons  fhould  alfert  that  Mil- 
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minute  infpedtion  of  his  other  works  has  fhown  their 
agreement,  in  fentiment  and  expreflion  with  this  lamented 
herefy.50  It  is  generally  allowed  that  this  treatife  is  bar¬ 
ren  of  recondite  learning,51  or  ingenious  difquifition  ;  and 
that  it  abounds  more  in  fcholaftic  fubtleties  than  might 
be  expected  from  one  who  was  constantly  cenfuring  them 
in  others  ;  but  that  it  is  written  in  a  tone  of  calmnefs  and 
moderation,  without  any  polemical  fiercenefs,  or  perfonal 
hoftility.  Milton  had  funk  his  animofities  in  the  fan&ity 
and  importance  of  his  fubjeCt ;  he  was  now  difcufiing 
matters  of  much  higher  moment  than  the  downfall  of 
a  <c luxurious  hierarchy”  or  the  ftrudture  of  particular 
churches.  He  was  “  teaching  over  the  whole  book  of 
fanCtity  and  virtue.” 

Milton,  fays  one  of  his  lateft  biographers,  commenced 
his  wanderings  in  religious  belief,  from  Puritanifm  to 
Calvinifm,  from  Calvinifm  to  an  efteem  for  Arminius, 
and  finally  from  an  accordance  with  the  Independents  and 
Anabaptifts,  to  a  dereliction  of  every  denomination  of 
Proteftants,  changes  which  were  firfi:  detailed  by  Toland, 
and  which,  with  the  fufpicion  of  his  Arianifm,  have  not 
efcaped  the  notice  of  a  French  writer.  cc  II  ne  faut  pas 
etre  furpris  des  principes  errones  de  ce  fougueux  republi- 


ton’s  theological  opinions  were  orthodox,  and  confiftent  with  the  creed 
of  the  church  of  England  ?  “  The  peculiarity  of  Milton’s  religious  opi¬ 
nions  had  reference  to  church  government,  and  the  externals  of  devo¬ 
tion.”  v.  Life ,  p.  589.  Johnfon  afferts  the  fame,  but  undoubtedly  he 
had  not  read  Milton’s  works  with  that  fcrutiny  and  care,  which  have 
enabled  later  editors  to  difcover  the  truth.  Mr.  Todd’s  words  are  a 
repetition  of  Johnfon’s.  See  .Bijhop  of  St.  David's  ed.  of  “  Milton  on 
True  Religion”  p.  1.  Trapp  had  afferted  that  P.  L.  was  “ex  omni 
parte  orthodoxum,”  or  he  would  not  have  tranflated  it. 

50  “Milton’s  opinions,”  fays  Dr.  Sumner,  “are  nearly  Arian.  He 
differed  from  Arius  in  maintaining  that  the  Son  is  confubftantial  with 
the  Father.” 

51  See  Todd's  Life ,  (fecond  ed.),  p.  307. 
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cain  en  matiere  de  religion,  puifqu’il  fut  de  toutes  les 
fedtes,  et  qu’il  finit  par  n’etre  d’aucune.  Dans  fes  poemes 
epiques  il  parle  de  Jefus  Chrift  en  veritable  Arien.”52 
With  regard  to  the  eternal  divinity  of  the  Son,  and  the 
eftential  unity  of  the  three  divine  perfons  of  the  Godhead, 
the  learned  editor  of  this  volume  has  pointed  out  great 
and  important  contradictions  even  in  Paradife  Loft ;  and 
in  Italy,  it  was  on  this  ground,  that  under  Benedict  the 
Fourteenth,  the  poem  was  a  book  profcribed. 

The  authenticity  of  this  work  has  never,  I  believe, 
been  queftioned,  but  by  the  learned  and  venerable  Biftiop 
of  Salifbury,53  who  has  been  anxious  to  eftablifti  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Milton’s  orthodoxy  ;  and  confequently  has  found 
it  neceflary  to  deny  the  genuinenefs  of  a  work  that  has 
fpread  into  the  wideft  Latitudinarian  principles ;  but  it 
has  been  maintained  by  Mr.  Todd,  according  to  my 
opinion,  with  found  and  forcible  arguments ;  and  to  his 
work,  conjointly  with  Dr.  Sumner’s  preface,  the  reader 
is  referred  for  information  too  copious  to  be  transferred 
into  the  prefent  narrative.54  It  is  well  known,  that  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  Milton  frequented  no  place  of 
public  worfhip ;  and  Biftiop  Newton  has  given  various 
conjectures  on  the  fubject.  It  muft,  however,  be  remem- 


52  “  The  Arian  and  Socinian  are  charged  to  difpute  againft  the  T rinity ; 
yet  they  affirm  to  believe  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  according 
to  Scripture  and  the  Apoftolic  Creed.  As  for  the  terms  of  Trinity,  Tri¬ 
unity,  Coeffentiality,  Triperfonality,  and  the  like,  they  reject  them  as 
fcholaftic  notions,  not  to  be  found  in  Scripture.”  v.  Treatife  of  True 
Religion,  v.  Tolandls  Life ,  p.  145. 

53  See  Protefant  Union ,  a  Treatife  on  True  Religion ,  &c.  by  J. 
Milton,  with  a  preface  on  Milton’s  religious  principles,  and  unimpeach¬ 
able  fincerity,  by  Thomas  Burgefs,  Biffiop  of  Salifbury,  1826,  8vo.  who 
confiders  that  Milton,  and  the  Latin  writer  de  Doftrina  Chrilliana  are 
at  variance  on  the  fubjeft  of  Popery,  v.  p.  xxxv. 

54  See  Lord  Grenville's  Letter  in  Harford's  Life  of  Burgefs ,  p. 
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bered  that  he  was  old,  blind,  and  infirm,  that  he  was  hof- 
tile  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  eftablilbed  Church,55  and  at  the 
fame  time  not  attached  to  any  particular  fe£t ;  that  he  had 
decidedly  and  for  ever  feparated  from  the  Prefbyterians, 
that  he  never  frequented  the  churches  of  the  Indepen¬ 
dents  ;56  and  that  his  allowed  liberty  of  belief  hardly  con- 
fifted  with  the  tenets  of  any  particular  fe£t ;  but  we  are 
told  that  he  never  pafled  a  day  without  private  meditation 
and  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures,  and  that  fome57  parts  of  his 
family  frequented  the  offices  of  public  prayer.  Knowing 
his  religious  opinions,  and  confidering  the  great  infirmi¬ 
ties  of  his  health,  who  could  have  expe6ted  more  ? 

Tolancf58  tells  us,  cc  that  in  his  early  days  he  was  a 
favourer  of  thofe  Proteftants  then  opprobrioufly  called 

50  «  From  Milton,”  fays  Mr.  Gifford,  “  whole  malignity  to  the  Hier¬ 
archy  is  well  known,  neither  truth  nor  juftice  is  to  be  expedled.”  v. 
B.  Jonfon’s  Works ,  vol.  vi.  p.  260. 

50  v.  Life ,  p.  46.  It  is  well  known  that  one  of  his  biographers,  Mr. 
Peck,  conlidered  him  to  be  a  “  Quaker. ’’  Newton  fays  he  was  a  fort 
of  dfuietijl,  and  was  full  of  the  interior  of  religion,  though  he  fo  little 
regarded  the  exterior.  He  was,  as  all  acknowledge,  a  religious  man, 
and  yet  he  did  not  frequent  a  place  of worfhip.  Why?  The  ground 
is  open,  and  each  critic  may  advance  his  own  opinion.  Was  it  that  he 
agreed  with  no  religious  party?  or  was  it  that  he  was  old,  gouty,  blind, 
and  infirm  ?  a  fufficient  difpenfation  furely  ! 

57  See  Richardfon  s  Life ,  and  Arch .  Blackburne's  Remarks  on 
Johnfon^s  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  111,  and  p.  160;  and  Mr.  Boerhaaem' s 
Letter  in  Gent.  Mag.  O Bober ,  1799.  “Alke  each  witneffe,  whether 
the  parties  miniftrant  (his  daughters)  were  not  and  are  not  greate  fre¬ 
quenters  of  the  Church,  and  good  livers.”  v.  Milton  s  Will ,  ed.  Todd , 
p.  169. 

68  See  Life ,  p.  151.  The  meafures  of  Archb.  Laud  and  the  priva¬ 
tions  of  his  exiled  friend  and  preceptor,  T.  Young,  appear  firft  to  have 
alienated  him  from  the  difcipline  of  the  church  ;  averfe  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  church  as  then  conducted,  he  became,  fucceflively,  Puritan, 
Prefbyterian,  and  Independent ;  without  relinquishing  his  religious 
principle,  for  thofe  fedls  were  all  Trinitarian  in  dodtrine.  He  thought 
them  all  intolerant  of  one  another,  and  finally  he  left  them  all ;  and. 
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by  the  name  of  Puritans.59  In  his  middle  years  he  was 
beft  pleafed  with  the  Independents  and  Anabaptifts,  as 
allowing  of  more  liberty  than  others,  and  coming  neareft 
in  his  opinion  to  the  primitive  pradlice  :  but  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  was  not  a  profefled  member  of  any 
particular  fe6t  among  Chriftians ;  he  frequented  none  of 
their  afiemblies,  nor  made  ufe  of  their  peculiar  rites  in 
his  family.  Whether  this  proceeded  from  a  diflike  of  their 
uncharitable  and  endlefs  difputes,  and  that  love  of  domi¬ 
nion,  or  inclination  to  perfecution,  which,  he  faid,  was  a 
piece  of  popery  infeparable  from  all  churches  ;  or  whether 
he  thought  one  might  be  a  good  man,  without  fubfcribing 
to  any  party ;  and  that  they  had  all  in  fome  things  cor¬ 
rupted  the  institutions  of  Jefus  Chrift,  I  will  by  no  means 
adventure  to  determine  :  for  conjedtures  on  fuch  occafions 
are  very  uncertain,  and  I  never  met  with  any  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  who  could  be  pofitive  in  aligning  the  true 
reafons  of  his  conduct.” 

Of  this  treatife  it  is  by  all  acknowledged,  that  it  is 
written  with  a  calm  and  confcientious  defire  for  truth, 
like  that  of  a  man  who  had  forgotten  or  difmified  the 
favourite  animofities  of  his  youth,  and  who  had  retired 
within  himfelf,  in  the  dignity  of  age,  to  employ  the  un¬ 
impaired  energies  of  his  intelledl  on  the  moft  important 
and  awful  fubjedl  of  inquiry.  The  haughtinefs  of  his  tem¬ 
per,  the  defiance  of  his  manner,  hisfevere  and  ftoical  pride, 
are  no  longer  feen.  He  approaches  the  book  of  God  with 
an  humble  and  reverential  feeling  :  and  with  fuch  a  difpo- 


after  his  blindnefs,  ceafed  to  communicate  with  any  public  congrega¬ 
tions  of  Chriftians.  (See  Bijbop  Burgefs's  Protejiant  Union,  p.  xxiii.) 
Bat  it  appears  that  he  did  not  think  himfelf  excluded  from  the  bleffing 
bellowed  by  God  on  the  Churches.  See  Book  I.  c.  xxix. 

59  On  the  different  meanings  affixed  to  the  word  “  Puritan”  fee 
Hey  tin's  Cert.  Epiftol.  p.  i.  See  Hume’s  Charadter  of  the  Independents 
and  their  Churches,  in  Scott’s  Dry  den,  vol.  x.  p.  140. 
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dtion  of  piety,  united  to  fo  powerful  an  intellect,  and  fuch 
immenfe  dores  of  learning,  who  would  not  have  expecded 
to  have  feen  the cc  dar-bright  form  ”  of  Truth  appear  from 
out  the  cloud  ;  but  wherever  we  look,  the  pride  of  man’s 
heart  is  lowered,  and  the  weaknefs  of  humanity  difplayed. 
With  all  his  great  qualifications  for  the  removal  of  error, 
and  the  difcovery  of  truth,  he  failed.  His  views  appear  too 
exalted,  his  creed  too  abdradt  and  imaginative  for  general 
ufe.  The  religion  which  he  fought  was  one  that  was  not 
to  be  attached  to  any  particular  church,  to  be  grounded 
on  any  fettled  articles  of  belief,  to  be  adorned  with  any 
external  ceremonies,  or  to  be  illudrated  by  any  dated 
forms  of  prayer.  It  was  to  dwell  alone  in  its  holy  me¬ 
ditations,  cloidered  from  public  gaze,  and  fecluded  within 
the  humbler  fandtuary  of  the  adoring  heart.  If  the  be¬ 
liever  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  attach  himfelf  to  any  par¬ 
ticular  church,  that  church  was  to  be  unconnected  with 
the  date.  The  miniders,  if  fuch  were  neceffary,  were  to 
be  unpenfioned,  perhaps  unpaid  by  their  congregations.60 
The  facraments  were  to  be  adminidered,  and  the  rites  of 
burial  and  baptifm  performed,  by  private  and  laick  hands. 
Indead  of  receiving  indrudlion  from  the  preacher,  each 
individual,  even  the  weaked,  according  to  the  meafure 
of  his  gifts,  might  indrudfc  and  exhort  his  brethren.  The 
opinions  advanced  in  this  work  differ  not  only  widely 
from  thofe  of  the  Church  of  England,  but,  I  believe, 
from  all  the  fedtarian  churches  that  exid.  With  regard 
to  his  theological  tenets,  the  mod  remarkable  are  thofe 
which  he  avows  on  what  is  called  the  anthropopathy  of 
God  ;  attributing  to  cc  God,  a  fpirit,”  human  paffions, 

G0  See  Confederations  on  removing  Hirelings ,  ed.  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p. 

169 ;  it  were  to  be  wifhed  the  miniflers  were  all  tradefmen,  See . 

On  the  different  opinions  held  by  the  Sedlaries  on  the  fubjedt,  on  the 
fupport  of  their  miniflers.  See  Warton’s  Milton3  p.  348 ;  and  Todd’s 
Milton ,  vol.  v.  p.  483. 
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and  a  human  form.  {C  If  (he  fays)  God  habitually  affign 
to  himfelf  the  members  and  form  of  man,  why  fhould 
we  be  afraid  of  attributing  to  him  what  he  attributes  to 
himfelf/”  To  which  I  prefume  the  anfwer  would  be,  that 
fuch  expreffions  are  ufed  in  the  revelations  of  God’s  will, 
to  make  it  intelligible  to  man  ;61  that  the  form  of  the 
revelation  is  accommodated  to  the  narrownefs  of  man’s 
underftanding,  and  the  limited  circle  of  his  knowledge ; 
that  it  fpeaks  to  him  through  analogy,  and  that  it  is  not 
defigned  to  acquaint  him  ablolutely  with  the  nature  of 
God. 

He  denies  the  eternal  filiation  of  the  Son,  his  felf-ex- 
iftence,  his  co-equality  and  co-effentiality  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther.  He  believes  that  the  Son  exifted  in  the  beginning, 
and  was  the  firft  of  the  whole  creation,  by  whofe  dele¬ 
gated  power  all  things  were  made  in  heaven  and  earth  ; 
begotten,  not  by  natural  neceflity,  but  by  the  decree  of 
the  Father  within  the  limits  of  time  ;  endued  with  the  di¬ 
vine  nature  and  fubftance,  but  diflindt  from  the  Father, 
and  inferior  to  him.62  One  with  the  Father,  in  love  and 

C1  In  the  Edinburgh  Rev.  Nov.  cvii.  Sept.  1831.  In  a  note  in  their 
review  “  of  the  State  of  Proteftantifm  in  Germany,”  a  paflage  is  quoted 
from  Jortin,  ‘‘declaring  that  they  who  uphold  the  orthodox  dodlrine  of 
the  Trinity  mull  be  prepared  to  aflert,  ‘  that  Jefus  Chrifi  is  his  own 
Father  and  his  ozon  Son .’  The  confequence  will  be  fo,  whether  they 
like  it,  or  whether  they  like  it  not.” — Be  the  words  of  Jortin  what  they 
may,  and  without  any  reference  to  his  authority ;  I  muft  beg  the  re¬ 
viewer  to  confider  that  the  words  Father  and  Son  are  ufed  in  an  analo¬ 
gous  and  figurative  fenfe  :  and  that  the  “  greateft  caution  is  necelfary 
not  to  connedl  with  the  terms  Father  and  Son,  when  applied  to  the 
perfons  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  any  ideas  fimilar  to  thofe  of  human  de¬ 
rivation.”  Milton  has  guarded  and  qualified  his  language  by  the  ex- 
preflion — “We  do  not  fay  that  God  is  in  fafhion  like  unto  man  in  all 
his  parts  and  members ,  but  that  (as  far  as  we  are  concerned  to  know)  he 
is  of  that  form  which  he  attributes  to  himfelf  in  the  facred  writings.” 
p.  18. 

62  The  dodlrine  of  the  primitive  church,  of  the  catholic  verity  of  our 
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unanimity  of  will ;  and  receiving  every  thing,  in  his  filial 
as  well  as  in  his  mediatorial  charadter,  from  the  Father’s 
gift.63  Thus  his  Arian  herefies  are  divulged  :  but  he 
fully  acknowledges  the  fatisfadtion  and  atonement  made 
by  the  death  of  Chrift,  for  the  fins  of  men.  The  Holy 
Ghofl:  he  considers  as  inferior  to  the  Father  and  the  Son. 
Matter,  he  fays,  is  imperifhable  and  eternal,  becaufe  it 
not  only  is  from  God,  but  out  of  God,  Non  folum  a 
Deo,  fed  ex  Deo.”  Hence  the  body  is  immortal  as  the 
foul.  His  argument  on  the  lawfulnels  of  polygamy  is 
fingular  indeed.  What  but  the  line  which  he  adopted, 
of  reafoning  on  the  fimple  text  and  literal  words  of  the 
Scriptures,  could  have  prevented  his  acknowledging,  that 
from  a  manner  of  life  peculiar  to  the  nations  of  the  Eaft, 
from  the  fcantinefs  of  population,  from  the  fafety  and 
ftrength  derived  from  the  unifon  of  large  families,  from 
the  non-exiftence  of  civilized  communities,  from  the  pa¬ 
triarchal  authority  of  the  father  of  the  family,  and  the 
acknowledged  inferiority  and  dependence  of  the  other 


communion,  is  to  reprefent  the  Deity  as  one  effence,  with  a  threefold  per- 
fonal  fubfiftence  and  agency.  See  Britijh  Critic ,  Hind’s  Three  Temples^ 
p.  365.  No  language,  however  cautious,  on  a  fubjedt  beyond  our  com- 
prehenfion,  can  be  unimpeachably  correct,  it  fhould  be  met  therefore 
with  indulgence,  and  interpreted  with  a  ferious  feeling  of  its  myftery,  and 
with  an  acknowledgment  that  no  form  of  fpeech  is  adequate  to  explain 
it.  “  All  religion,”  fays  Bp.  V.  Mildert,  “is  myfterious  to  our  faculties, 
and  the  felf-exiftence,  the  fpiritual  nature,  the  agency,  and  the  attributes 
of  the  Deity,  all  conftitute  an  impenetrable  myftery!”  See  Sermons , 
vol.  i.  p.  479.  “I  praife  the  faying  of  Irenseus. — If  any  one  {hall  tell 
us  how  the  Son  was  produced  of  the  Father,  we  will  tell  him  his  gene¬ 
ration  is  ineffable,  and  no  man  knows  it.”  Balil  and  Nazianzen  fpeak 
in  like  manner,  and  fo  Rufinus.  See  H.  Grotius’ s  Judgment  in  fundry 
Points  controverted ,  p.  100,  ed.  Barkfdale.  Juftin  Martyr  in  his  Apo- 
ogy,  xxx.  fays,  “  He  was  begotten  of  God  in  a  manner  far  different 
from  ordinary  generation.” 

63  See  Dr.  Sumner’s  Preface ,  p.  xxxiv. 
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members  ;  from  the  advantage  or  neceffity  of  increafing 
the  numbers  of  mankind,  permittion  was  granted  to  “the 
grey  fathers  of  the  world/’  extending  even  to  a  connec¬ 
tion  between  brothers  and  fitters  ;  which  in  later  ages,  in 
higher  civilization,  in  the  fweeter  charities  of  life,  in  purer 
morals,  with  more  refined  ideas,  more  tender  fympathies, 
and  under  a  holier  and  more  fpiritual  religion,  could  not 
be  entertained  without  finfulnefs,  nor  eftablifhed  without 
degradation  and  diforder.64  That  which  was  harmlefs  in 
the  Arabian  deferts,  or  among  Chaldean  tents,65  could 
not  be  tranfplanted  into  the  luxurious  cities  of  the  modern 
world,  nor  exift  among  the  enlightened  communities,  the 
clofer  affinities,  and  the  diverfified  relations  of  an  ad¬ 
vanced  fociety.  The  divine  laws  were  made  fuitable  to 
the  nature  of  humanity,  which  they  were  defigned  to 
amend  ;  hence,  in  order  to  exalt  it,  they  often  bent  to  it ; 
they  ttepped  back,  as  it  were,  only  to  gain  a  ftronger 
hold.  But  Milton  fhould  have  remembered  the  early  and 
imperious  demands  which  God  made  for  a  purer  and  more 
ferjonal  religion  through  the  voice  of  his  prophets ;  and 
that  the  too  eafy  divorces  which  the  laws  of  Mofes  al¬ 
lowed  to  the  Jews,  as  the  pratttice  of  ufury  permitted  to 
the  Canaanite,  were  explained  by  our  Saviour,  as  not 
forming  a  part  of  the  perfe6t  law,  or  holy  will  of  God ; 
but  as  an  unwilling  allowance  cc  to  the  hardnefs  of  their 
hearts.” 

cc  The  Pride  of  Reafon66  (it  has  been  very  judicioufly 
obferved),  though  difclaimed  by  Milton  with  remarkable, 
and  probably  with  fincere  earneftnefs,  formed  a  principal 
ingredient  in  his  charadter,  and  would  have  prefented, 

64  See  Dr.  Channing's  remarks  on  this  part  of  Milton  s  work,  in  his 
Remarks  on  the  Character  and  Writings  of  Milton ,  p.  37. 

65  See  Niebuhr' s  Travels  in  Arabia ,  vol.  ii.  p.  172,  ( Heron’s  Tranfl) 
on  Plurality  of  Wives  in  the  Eafi. 

06  v.  Dr.  Sumner's  Preface,  p.  xxxv. 
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under  any  circumstances,  a  formidable  obstacle  to  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  true  faith.” — Caring  nothing  for  institu¬ 
tions  that  were  venerable,  or  for  opinions  that  were  fa- 
cred,  he  not  only  difdains  to  wear  the  opprobrious 
Shackles  of  authority,  but  even  the  decent  veStments  of 
cuStom.67  Safe  in  his  own  inflexible  integrity,  in  the  great 
purity  of  his  heart,  and  finglenefs  of  purpofe,  what  his 
confcience  dictates,  his  courage  proclaims.  Impetuous, 
fearlefs,  and  uncompromifing,  he  puShes  on  his  inquiries, 
till  they  end  in  a  defence  of  the  death  of  the  monarch, 
and  the  fubftitution  of  a  vifionary  republic,  in  politics ; 
in  a  denial  of  the  external  existence  of  the  Son,  in  theo¬ 
logy  ;  and  in  the  defence  of  a  plurality  of  wives,  in  mo¬ 
rals.  Yet  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  he  lived  in  an 
age  when  men  were  bufy  pulling  down  and  building  up; 
a  fermentation  was  fpreading  over  the  furface,  and  dif- 
folving  the  materials  of  fociety.  Old  faith  was  gone  ; 
old  institutions  were  crumbling  away.  Long,  fplendid 
viflas  of  ideal  perfedlion  opened  before  men’s  eyes,  daz¬ 
zling  their  fenfes,  and  confounding  their  judgments.68 


07  See  T.  Warton’s  Summary  of  Milton’s  Political  Opinions,  in  Todd' s 
Milton ,  vol.  vi.  p.  391.  “In  point  of  dodtrine  they  are  calculated  to 
annihilate  the  very  foundations  of  our  civil  and  religious  eftablifhment, 
as  it  now  fubfifts.  They  are  fubverfive  of  our  legiftature  and  our  fpe- 
cies  of  government.  In  condemning  tyranny,  he  ftrikes  at  the  bare  ex- 
iftence  of  kings;  in  combating  fuperftition,  he  ftrikes  at  all  public  reli¬ 
gion.  Thefe  difcourfes  hold  forth  a  fyftem  of  politics  at  prefent  as 
unconftitutional,  and  almoft  as  obfolete,  as  the  nonfenfe  of  paffive  obe¬ 
dience  ;  and  in  this  view  he  might  juft  as  well  think  of  republifhing  the 
pernicious  theories  of  the  kingly  bigot  James,  as  of  the  republican  ufurper 
Oliver  Cromwell.”  This  might  have  been  fpared.  Milton’s  political 
fpeculations  are  not  applicable  to  our  times;  and,  as  it  has  been  juftly 
faid,  his  theological  opinions  would  have  been  different,  had  he  furvived 
to  read  the  works  of  Waterland  and  Bull:  fo,  we  may  fay,  his  political 
theories  would  have  been  more  wife  and  moderate,  had  he  lived  in  the 
days  of  Somers  and  of  Locke. 

08  See  the  Areopagitica,  p.  317,  ed.  Burnet.  “  Behold  now  this  vaft 
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Grey-headed  men,  men  grown  old  in  the  buftnefs  of  life, 
and  in  the  purfuit  of  practical  wifdom,  yielded  to  the 
fyren  influence.  It  pervaded  the  fenate,  the  city,  and 
the  camp.  What  wonder,  then,  if  the  Poet,  the  viflonary 
by  his  profeflion,  the  dreaming  theorift,  the  man  dwell¬ 
ing  in  ideal  worlds  and  abftraCt  notions,  fhould  be  led 
a  ft  ray  ? 

Such  are  fome  of  the  Angular  opinions  advanced  in 
this  curious,  and  late  difcovered  document  of  Milton’s 
faith,69  they  ferve  to  fhow  us  that  its  author  is  every¬ 
where  the  fame,  the  fame  fevere  and  uncompromifing  in- 
veftigator  of  truth,  the  fame  fearlefs  and  independent  judge 
of  its  reality.  In  the  honefty  of  his  opinions  uninfluenced, 
in  the  fanCtity  of  his  morals  unblemifhed,  in  the  fervour 
of  his  piety  unquestioned.  But  there  was  both  in  his  po¬ 
litical  and  religious  opinions,  a  viflonary  attempt  at  per¬ 
fection,  a  grafping  of  the  ideal  and  the  abftraCt,  a  lofty 
afpiration  after  the  moft  exalted  means,  that  while  they 
fupplied  his  imagination  as  a  poet,  in  its  boldeft  and  moft 
extended  flights,  unqualified  him  for  the  more  cautious 
and  practical  character  of  the  theologian  and  the  ftatef- 


City,  &c.  There  be  pens  and  heads  there,  fitting  by  their  ftudious 
lamps,  mufing,  fearching,  revolving  new  notions  and  ideas  wherewith  to 
prefent,  as  with  their  homage  and  their  fealty,  the  approaching  Re¬ 
formation  :  others  as  fall  reading,  trying  all  things,  aflenting  to  the  force 
of  reafon  and  convincement,”  &c. 

69  It  has  been  more  than  once  remarked,  that  little  mention  is  made 
of  Milton  by  his  contemporaries.  His  name  does  not  occur  in  the 
pages  of  Clarendon.  Thurloe  fpeaks  of  him  only  as  a  blind  old  man, 
who  wrote  Latin  letters.  Sir  W.  Temple  does  not  name  him,  and  R. 
Baxter  pafies  over  him  in  filence.  Whitelocke  mentions  him  only  once, 
and  that  cafually.  Mr.  Todd  has  mentioned  a  poem  to  the  honour  of 
Milton,  written  foon  after  his  death,  though  not  publifhed  till  1689.  A 
Propitiatory  Sacrifice  to  the  Ghoft  of  J.  M.  by  way  of  Paftoral,  in  a 
Dialogue  between  Thyrfis  and  Corydon.  v.  Poems  and  Tranjlations 
written  upon  fever al  Occajions  and  to  feveral  Perfons ,  1689,  p.  1 10. 
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man.70  There  was  much  in  his  fituation ,  as  well  as  per¬ 
haps  in  the  warmth  of  his  difpofition,  unfavourable  to  the 
calm  and  difpaflionate  investigation  of  truth.  His  con¬ 
stant  engagements  in  controverfy,  even  from  his  youth, 
led  him  rather  to  enforce  and  exaggerate  his  opinions, 
than  to  confider  the  objections,  or  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
advice  of  others.  Nor  did  more  than  twenty  years  of 
blindnefs,  which  feparated  him  much  from  fociety,  and 
entirely  from  all  active  participation  in  the  bufinefs  of 
life,  pafs  without  producing  their  effect  on  his  temper  and 
on  his  intellect,  on  the  direction  of  his  refearches,  the 
tone  of  his  opinions,  and  the  conclufions  of  his  judgment. 
An  independence  of  opinion,  approaching  to  fingularity, 
and  a  confidence  in  himfelf,  particularly  of  fpiritual  pride, 
characterized  him  even  from  his  youth.  In  other  times 
and  under  other  circumffances  they  might  gradually  have 
given  way  to  an  enlarged  acquaintance  with  the  fenti- 
ments  of  others,  and  have  been  foftened  down  by  a 
friendly  comparifon  with  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  fo¬ 
ciety.  Had  he  lived  amid  the  blefling  of  peaceful  times, 
under  a  fettled  constitution,  and  a  gentle  fway,  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  his  feelings  would  have  been  fubdued,  and  the 
Startling  boldnefs  of  his  paradoxical  theories  modified  or 
SupprefTed.  His  temper  would  not  have  experienced  its 
Stormy  trials,  and  his  lofty  and  heroic  virtues  would  have 
aSTumed  the  more  engaging  garb  of  Christian  mildnefs 
and  charity.  But  his  prejudices  and  partialities  were  in- 
creafed  and  not  removed  by  the  circumstances  of  his  life. 
The  men  with  whom  he  lived  were  of  like  fentiments 
with  himfelf,  as  inflexible,  as  impracticable,  as  violent,71 

70  On  the  fubjedl  of  Milton’s  religious  opinions  and  character,  a  late 
Editor  has  expreffed  himfelf  with  judgment  and  ability.  See  Hawkins  in 
Newton  s  ed.  vol.  i.  p.  xcix.  to  p.  ci.  See  Bowles's  Life  of  Ken ,  for 
the  three  ftages  of  Milton’s  life.  Vol.  i.  p.  789. 

71  “  I  cannot  chufe  but  wonder  what  it  is  that  inclines  fome  men 
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and  as  vifionary.  cc  The  disturbed  politics  of  Milton/' 
fays  an  enlightened  memorialift,  “are  fraught  with  all 
the  popular  rumours  and  paffions  of  the  day.”  His  re¬ 
publican  theories  were  ftrengthened  by  the  vifions  of  the 
ancient  philofophers,  the  declamations  of  their  orators, 
and  the  maxims  of  the  poets  ;  and  his  diflike  of  our  efta- 
blifhed  Church  deprived  him  of  the  profound  and  admi¬ 
rable  treatifes,  treafures  of  found  and  real  learning,  which 
would  have  conducted  him  fafely  through  the  fubtleties 
of  a  difputed  theology  ;  or  at  leaf!;  made  him  paufe  be¬ 
fore  he  gave  way  to  an  alarming  and  afflicting  herefy. 
We  cannot  fearch  the  hearts  of  men  ;  but  we  are  bound 
to  interpret  their  aCtions  with  candour  and  charity.  The 
fcruples  of  an  enlightened  confcience,  and  the  decifions 
of  a  fevere  and  impartial  judgment,  muft  be  looked  on 
with  reverence  by  all.  “You  and  I  (fuch  were  the  dy¬ 
ing  words  of  a  virtuous  and  venerable  prelate,72  who  had 
from  confcientious  motives  defcended  from  the  higheft 
honours  to  a  private  ftation),  you  and  I  have  gone  differ¬ 
ent  ways  in  the  late  affairs  ;  but  I  truft  heaven’s  gates  are 
wide  enough  to  admit  us  both.  What  I  have  done  I  have 
done  in  the  integrity  of  my  heart,  indeed,  in  the  great 
integrity  of  my  heart.” 


who  are  otherwife  fober  enough,  to  let  fly  fo  lavifnly  and  indifcrimi- 
nately  againft  reafon  and  philofophy,  efpecially  in  an  age  Jo  exceedingly 
prone  to  phantafy  and  madnefs ,  and  that  hath  been  ruined  in  all  its  con¬ 
cerns  by  enthufiafm  and  vain  pretences  to  the  Spirit  ” — Glanville’s  Phi- 
lofophia  Pia,  p.  85,  1671.  See  alfo  p.  230.  “Here  the  enemies  of 
our  Church  and  Government  began.  Upon  this  (fanaticifm)  they  in- 
fifted  Hill,  and  filled  their  books  and  pulpits  and  private  corners  with 
thefe  cantings.  This  was  the  engine  to  overthrow  all  fober  principles 
and  eftablifhments ;  with  this  the  people  were  infatuated  and  credit  was 
reconciled  to  gibberifh  and  folly,  enthufiafm  and  vain  impulfes.  This 
is  the  food  of  conventicles  to  this  day  ;  the  root  of  their  matter,  and  the 
burden  of  their  preachments,”  See. 

72  See  the  Life  of  Bijhop  Sancroft. 


LIFE  OF  MILL  ON. 


civ 


“  The  fame  calmnefs,”  fays  Mr.  Coleridge,  in  another 
place,  “and  even  greater  felf-poffieffion  may  be  affirmed 
of  Milton ,  as  far  as  his  poems  and  poetic  character  are 
concerned.  He  referved  his  anger  for  the  enemies  of 
religious  freedom  and  his  country.  My  mind  is  not 
capable  of  forming  a  more  auguft  conception  than  arifes 
from  the  contemplation  of  this  great  man,  in  his  latter 
days — poor,  fick,  old,  blind,  flandered,  perfecuted — 

4  Darknefs  before  and  danger’s  voice  behind,’ 

in  an  age  in  which  he  was  as  little  understood  by  the 
party  for  whom,  as  by  that  againft  whom  he  had  con¬ 
tended  ;  and  among  men  before  whom  he  Strode  fo  far  as 
to  dwarf  himfelf  by  the  diftance  :  yet  Still  listening  to  the 
mufic  of  his  own  flights,  or  if  additionally  cheered,  yet 
cheered  only  by  the  prophetic  faith  of  twx>  or  three  Soli¬ 
tary  individuals,  he  did  neverthelefs 

4  argue  not 

Againft  Heaven’s  hand  or  will,  nor  bate  a  jot 
Of  heart  or  hope,  but  ftill  bore  up  and  fteer’d 
Right  onward.’ - 

From  others  only  do  we  derive  our  knowledge  that  Mil- 
ton,  in  his  latter  days,  had  his  fcorners  and  detractors, 
and  even  in  his  day  of  youth  and  hope  that  he  had  ene¬ 
mies,  would  have  been  unknown  to  us,  had  they  not  been 
likewife  the  enemies  of  his  country. yy 73 

And  now  let  the  Life  of  this  our  immortal  Poet  clofe 
with  the  difcriminate  and  affeCting  eulogy  of  one,  who, 
himfelf  a  Philofopher  and  Poet,  could  j uStly  eStimate  the 
exalted  greatnefs  of  the  character  he  is  defcribing  :  cc  In 
the  clofe  of  the  former  period,  {reign  of  James  the  Fir ft) , 


73  The  Editor  (S.  C.)  appropriately  quotes  the  conclufton  of  Milton’s 
two  beautiful  and  affe&ing  Letters  to  Leonard  Philaras,  the  Athenian,  as 
a  teftimony  of  the  truth  of  the  character  given  in  the  text.  See  vol.  i. 
part  i.  p.  35. 
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and  during  the  bloom  of  the  latter,  ( Commonwealth ,)  the 
poet  Milton  was  educated  and  formed  ;  and  he  furvived 
the  latter,  and  all  the  fond  hopes  and  afpirations  which 
had  been  its  life  ;  and  fo  in  evil  days,  (landing  as  the  re- 
prefentative  of  the  combined  excellence  of  both  periods, 
he  produced  the  Paradife  Loft  as  by  an  after-throe  of  na¬ 
ture.  c  There  are  fome  perfons,’  obferves  a  divine,  a  con¬ 
temporary  of  Milton's,  c  of  whom  the  grace  of  God  takes 
early  hold,  and  the  good  fpirit  inhabiting  them,  carries 
them  on  in  an  even  conftancy  through  innocence  into 
virtue,  their  Chriftianity  bearing  equal  date  with  their 
manhood,  and  reafon  and  religion,  like  warp  and  woof, 
running  together,  make  up  one  web  of  a  wife  and  exem¬ 
plary  life.  This,'  he  adds, c  is  a  moft  happy  cafe,  wherever 
it  happens ;  for,  beftdes  that  there  is  no  fweeter  or  more 
lovely  thing  on  earth  than  the  early  buds  of  piety,  which 
drew  from  our  Saviour  (ignal  affeCion  to  the  beloved 
difciple,  it  is  better  to  have  no  wound  than  to  experience 
the  moft  fovereign  balfam,  which,  if  it  work  a  cure,  yet 
ufually  leaves  a  fear  behind.’  Although  it  was  and  is 
my  intention  to  defer  the  confideration  of  Milton’s  own 
charaCer  to  the  conclufion  of  this  Lecture,  yet  I  could 
not  prevail  on  myfelf  to  approach  the  Paradife  Loft  with¬ 
out  imprefling  on  your  minds  the  conditions  under  which 
fuch  a  work  was  in  faC  producible  at  all,  the  original 
genius  having  been  aftumed  as  the  immediate  agent  and 
efficient  caufe ;  and  thefe  conditions  I  find  in  the  charaCer 
of  the  times,  and  in  his  own  charaCer.  The  age  in  which 
the  foundations  of  his  mind  were  laid,  was  congenial  to 
it  as  one  golden  asra  of  profound  erudition  and  individual 
genius ; — that  in  which  the  fuperftruCure  was  carried 
up,  was  no  lefs  favourable  to  it  by  a  fternnefs  of  difeipline 
and  a  ffiow  of  felf-control,  highly  flattering  to  the  imagi¬ 
native  dignity  of  an  heir  of  fame,  and  which  won  Milton 
over  from  the  dear-loved  delights  of  academic  groves  and 
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cathedral  aifles  to  the  anti-prelatic  party.  It  added  on 
him,  too,  no  doubt,  and  modified  his  ftudies  by  a  cha- 
radderiftic  controverfial  fpirit,  (his  prefentation  of  God  is 
tinted  with  it) — a  fpirit  not  lefs  bufy  indeed  in  political 
than  in  theological  and  ecclefiaftical  difpute,  but  carrying 
on  the  former  almoft  always,  more  or  lefs,  in  the  guife  of 
the  latter.  And  fo  far  as  Pope’s  cenfure74  of  our  poet, 
that  he  makes  God  the  Father  a  fchool  divine — is  juft, 
we  muft  attribute  it  to  the  character  of  his  age,  from 
which  the  men  of  genius,  who  efcaped,  efcaped  by  a  worfe 
difeafe,  the  licentious  indifference  of  a  Frenchified  court. 

<c  Such  was  the  nidus  or  foil,  which  conftituted,  in  the 
ftridd  fenfe  of  the  word,  the  circumftances  of  Milton’s 
mind.  In  his  mind  itfelf  there  were  purity  and  piety  ab- 
folute ;  an  imagination  to  which  neither  the  paft  nor  the 
prefent  were  interefting,  except  as  far  as  they  called  forth 
and  enlivened  the  great  ideal,  in  which  and  for  which  he 
lived  ;  a  keen  love  of  truth,  which,  after  many  weary 
purfuits,  found  a  harbour  in  a  fublime  liftening  to  the  ft  Ill 
voice  in  his  own  fpirit,  and  as  keen  a  love  of  his  country, 
which,  after  a  difappointment  ft  ill  more  depreftive,  ex¬ 
panded  and  foared  into  a  love  of  man  as  a  probationer 
of  immortality.  Thefe  were,  thefe  alone  could  be,  the 
conditions  under  which  fuch  a  work  as  the  Paradife  Loft 
could  be  conceived  and  accomplifhed.  By  a  life-long 
ftudy  Milton  had  known  — 

‘  What  was  of  ufe  to  know. 

What  beft  to  fay  could  fay,  to  do  had  done. 

His  actions  to  his  words  agreed,  his  words 
To  his  large  heart  gave  utterance  due,  his  heart 
Contain’d  of  good,  wife,  fair,  the  perfect  fhape;’ 

and  he  left  the  imperifhable  total,  as  a  bequeft  to  the  ages 
coming,  in  the  Paradise  Lost.” 


74  Table  Talk .  vol.  ii.  p  264. 


The  Houfe  at  Cbalfont  St.  Giles ,  co.  Buckingham ,  to  which  Milton  retired 
during  the  Plague  in  1665  ;  and  where  he  planned  and  wrote 
his  Paradife  Regained .  See  Life,  p.  ci. 
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H 

P.  ix.  Life. 

ILTON  confines  himfeif  to  praife  of  the  fellows ,  but 
he  makes  not  the  flighteft  mention  of  the  Mafler , 
Doctor  Bainbridge ,  who  is  recorded  to  have  been  a 
moft  rigid  difciplinarian,  and  that  on  thofe  very 
points  which  Milton  particularly  difliked.  He  ad¬ 
mits  that  his  difpofition  could  not  brook  the  threats  of  a  rigorous 
mafler ,  by  whom  it  is  moft  reafonable  to  fuppofe  he  meant  Dr. 
Bainbridge,  the  head  of  his  college. — Watkins'  Lit.  Anecdotes ,  p. 
202. 

P.  xi.  Gaddius  (de  Scriptoribus  non  Eccleftafticis)  mentions 
that  I.  Scaliger  read  the  two  poems  of  Homer  in  twenty-one 
days ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  Greek  poets  in  four  months. 

P.  xix.  “  That  the  manner  and  genius  of  that  place  (Paris) 
being  not  agreeable  to  his  mind,  he  foon  left  it.” — Wood's  Fafl. 
Ox.  vol.  ii.  1635,  col.  481. 

P.  xx.  Leo  Holften,  who  received  Milton  kindly  at  Rome, 
had  refided  fome  time  in  England,  making  refearches  in  the  li¬ 
braries.  He  maintained  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  N.  Hein- 
iius,  to  whom  he  had  fhown  much  civility  when  Heinfius  was  at 
Rome  ;  I  read  through  the  cohesion  of  Holften’s  letters,  with 
the  hope  of  finding  fome  addrefled  to  Milton,  but  in  vain  ;  Mil¬ 
ton’s  widow  had  a  great  many  letters  by  her  from  learned  men 
of  his  acquaintance,  both  of  England  and  beyond  fea. —  See  Mil¬ 
ton’s  Life ,  p.  lxxxii. 

P.  xx.  Mentioning  Bacon's  ftudies  at  the  Univerftty,  Lord 
Campbell  fays — “  It  is  faid  he  ran  through  the  whole  circle  of 
the  liberal  arts  as  they  were  taught,  and  planned  that  great  in- 
telledlual  revolution,  with  which  his  name  is  infeparably  con¬ 
nected.  But  all  that  is  certain  is,  that  at  his  departure  he  car¬ 
ried  away  with  him  a  profound  contempt  for  the  courje  offludy 
purfued  there."  u  When  he  was  commencing  at  the  Univerftty 
(fays  his  chaplain  and  biographer  Rawley)  about  ftxteen  years  of 
age,  he  ftrft  fell  into  a  di/like  of  the  Philofophy  of  Ariflotle,  not  for 
the  worthleftnefs  of  the  author,  to  whom  he  ufed  to  afcribe  all 
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high  attributes,  but  for  the  unfruitfulnefs  of  the  way — being  a 
Philofophy  (as  his  lordfhip  ufed  to  fay)  only  ftrong  for  deputa¬ 
tions,  but  barren  of  the  production  of  work  for  the  Life  of  man 
— in  that  mind  he  continued  to  his  dying  day.  *  *  *  * 

In  his  c  Advancement  of  Learning  ’  he  fpeaks  of  thofe  of  fharp 
and  ftrong  wits  and  fmall  variety  of  reading,  their  wits  being 
fhut  up  in  the  cells  of  a  few  authors,  chiefly  Ariftotle,  their 
dictator,  as  their  perfons  are  ihut  up  in  the  cells  of  monafteries, 
and  colleges, — and  who,  knowing  little  hiftory  either  of  nature 
or  time,  did  fpin  cobwebs  of  learning  admirable  for  the  finenefs 
of  the  thread,  and  work,  but  of  no  fubftance  or  profit.” — See 
Campbell’ s  Lives ,  vol.  ii.  p.  227. 

That  the  fame  fyftem  of  Scholaftic  Logic  and  Metaphyfics 
pervaded  the  foreign  Univerfities  at  the  fame  period,  appears 
from  the  following  paffage,  which  I  met  with  in  a  well-known 
work  of  great  literary  information. 

“  Rien  n’a  tant  multiplie  la  race  des  fophiftes,  que  1’introduc- 
tion  de  la  fcholaftique  contretemps  dans  les  ecoles  de  la  philo- 
fophie  et  de  theologie  dans  les  univerfites  de  PEurope,  et  par- 
ticulierement  en  France.  C’eft  ce  qui  nous  a  attire  ce  grand 
deluge  de  productions  monftrueufes  de  Pefprit  humain  evapore 
dans  fes  propres  penfees ;  c’eft  a  dire,  tous  ces  grands  patrons, 
d’antipredicaments,  des  grandes  et  petites  logicales,  de  principes 
fophiftiques,  de  conclufions  fophiftiques,  de  fens  compofes  et  di- 
vifes,  de  fophifmes  choifis,  et  fubtilites,  de  confluences,  et  ante¬ 
cedences,  de  toutes  fortes  de  quodlibetiques  et  de  quolibets,  des 
puiftances  actives  et  paffives,  des  inftances,  des  quiddites,des  for- 
malites,  des  formules,  des  fallaces,  des  infolubles,  ou  queftions 
inexplicables,  des  impoftibilites,  fans  parler  d’un  grand  nombre 
de  commentaires  fcholaftiques  fur  Ariftote,”  &c. — v.  Baillett , 
yugemens  des  Scavans ,  tom.  i.  p.  182. 

P.  xxi.  “  a.  d.  1635.  A  year  memorable  in  the  annals  of  the 
Univerllty  of  Cambridge,  as  the  one  in  which  yohn  Milton  and 
yeremy  Taylor  both  were  incorporated  Mafters  of  Arts  in  it.” 
— Weljby’ s  Lives  of  Eminent  Englijh  yudges ,  p.  55. 

P.  xxii.  I  have  heard  it  confidently  related  that  for  his  faid  re- 
folutions,  which  out  of  policy  and  for  his  own  fafety  might  have 
been  then  fpared,  the  Englifh  priefts  of  Rome  were  highly  dif- 
gufted,  and  it  was  queftioned  whether  the  Jefuits,  his  country¬ 
men  there,  did  not  defign  to  do  him  mifchief. — Wood’s  Ath.  Ox. 
E aft i ,  A.  d.  1635,  vol.  ii.  col.  481. 

P.  xxiv.  cc  Lord  Ellefmere  was  the  friend  and  patron  of 
Poets.  He  was  particularly  kind  to  Spenfer ,  with  whom  he 
was  connected  by  marriage,  and  aftifted  him  in  his  fuits,  both  in 
Ireland,  and  at  the  court  of  Elizabeth.  We  mention  that  he 


ADDENDA. 


clxi 


patronized  the  Plays  of  Shakefpeare ,  and  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
aflifted  in  Mafques,  which  he  gave  to  the  Court,  by  Ben  fonfon. 
The  name  of  Milton  will  be  afTociated  with  the  Egerton  family, 
while  the  Englifh  is  known  or  fpoken  as  a  dead  language,  but  the 
Author  of  Comus  was  only  nine  years  old  at  the  death  of  the 
Chancellor,  and  although  he  was  no  doubt  carried  from  Horton 
to  Harefield  before  the  old  Peer,  he  could  only  have  been 
patted  by  him  on  the  head  and  fent  into  the  buttery  to  have  the 
wing  of  a  capon  or  a  glafs  of  fack.” — v.  Lord  Campbell's  Lives 
of  the  Chancellors ,  vol.  ii.  p.  264. 

P.  xxvi.  cc  Milton’s  Comus,”  fays  the  author  of  Egeria,  u  is 
analogous  to  the  defign  of  Paradife  Loft.  In  both  thefe  Poems, 
fupernatural  Powers,  good  and  evil,  are  intent  to  influence  the 
tendency  of  human  life.  In  one,  Innocency  is  faved,  it  is  re- 
ferved  to  the  life  of  reftoration.  Samfon  Agoniftes  is  an  exhi¬ 
bition  of  the  fame  conflict  in  which  the  fallen  at  laft  triumphs 
in  the  dutiful  endurance  of  the  Penalty  of  Tranfgreflion.” — ’See 
vol.  ii.  p.  49. 

P.  xxvii.  Took  a  larger  houfe,  where  the  Earl  of  Barrimore 
fent,  by  his  aunt  the  Lady  Ranelagh,  Sir  Thomas  Gardiner  of 
Effex,  to  be  there  with  others  (belides  his  nephew)  under  his 
tuition,  butwhether  it  were  that  the  tempers  of  our  gentry  would 
not  bear  the  ftridtnefs  of  his  difcipline,  or  for  what  other  reafons 
I  cannot  tell,  he  continued  that  courfe  but  a  while. — Wood’s  Ath. 
Ox.  vol.  ii.  col.  483. 

P.  xxx.  “  Lord  Keeper  Guilford  was  a  little  but  handfome 
man,  and  is  faid  to  have  had  an  ingenuous  afpecft;  his  motto  being 
— II  Volto  Sciolto,  i  Penfieri  Stretti.” — See  Lord  Campbell's 
Lives  of  the  Chancellors ,  vol.  iii.  p.  493. 

P.  xxxi.  On  Milton’s  Italian  Sonnets,  the  opinion  of  an 
Italian  fcholar  may  be  quoted.  u  Milton  in  his  imperfect  at¬ 
tempts  to  write  Italian  Poetry ,  in  which  we  may  fee  though  con- 
fufedly,that  he  had  got  a  little  glimmering  of  our  peculiar  notions 
about  Female  beauty.” — See  Baretti's  Account  of  Italy ,  vol.  i. 
p.  108. 

In  the  Gent.  Mag.  Nov.  1836  (Retrofp.  Review)  fome  remarks 
on  the  language  of  Milton’s  Italian  Sonnets,  may  be  feen  ; 
which  were  kindly  given  to  me,  by  one  from  whofe  decifion 
on  the  critical  niceties  of  his  own  Longue,  no  appeal  need  be 
made.  I  may  be  permitted  to  mention  Mr.  Panizzi  of  the 
Britifh  Mufeum. 

P.  xxxv.  Wherefore  though  he  fent  divers  prefling  invitations, 
yet  he  could  not  prevail  with  her  to  come  back,  till  about  four 
years  after,  when  the  garrifon  of  Oxford  was  furrendered  (the 
nighnefs  of  her  father’s  houfe  to  which  having  for  the  moft  part 
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of  the  mean  time  hindered  any  communications  between  them)  ; 
Ihe  of  her  own  accord  returned,  and  fubmitted  to  him,  pleading 
that  her  mother  had  been  the  chief  promoter  of  her  frowardnefs. 
— Wood's  Ath.  Ox.  vol.  ii.  col.  481. 

P.  xliii.  On  Science  or  Claffical  Literature,  as  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  education,  fee  Ccelebs ,  vol.  ii.  p.  190. — It  has  not  been 
obferved,  I  believe,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  in  his  Remarks  on  this  Point 
in  his  Life  of  Milton  is  fomewhat  indebted  to  Erafmus,  C.  i.  1. 
63.  I  will  give  a  fpecimen,  which  the  reader  may  compare. 
“  Proinde  ftelias  obfervent  alii  ft  lubet,  ego  in  terris  quaerendum 
exiftimo,  quod  nos  felices  aut  infelices  reddat.  Caeteri  negotium 
aufpicaturi, anxiiconfiderant,  qua  figura Venus,  Jupiter,  etMer- 
curius  fefe  contueantur.  Ego  fatius  efle  duco,  perpendere,  qui- 
bufcum  agas.  Socrates  Athenienfts  cujus  ell  illud  celebratum 
apophthegma  \ucz  fupra  nos ,  nihil  ad  nos ,  philofophiam  a  contem- 
platione  rerum  naturalium  in  mediam  hominum  vitam  deduxit 
frequenter  ufurpans  illud  Homericum  on  roi  sv  ^zyapoicri  kczhov  t 
dyadovTE  tet vktcu — Et  tamen  de  naturis  fyderum,  de  natu  ccelef- 
tium  orbium,  de  fulminibus,  de  ventis,  deinde,  deque  fimilibus 
rebus,  quoniam  ad  id  initia  cognitionis  fuppeditant,  vel  fenfu  ipfi 
corporum,vel  effedfuum  experientia  multacertedeprehenduntur, 
et  in  primis  jucunda  cognitio  eft,  et  in  admirationem  fimul  et 
amoremopificis  fubvehit,  attamen  quoniam  virfapiensanimadver- 
tit  in  hujufmodi  ftudio  totam  aetatem  hominis  defidere,  negledtis 
etiam  his,  quare  proprius  ad  nos  pertinent,  a  contemplatione 
rerum  naturalium  omneftudium  ad  mores  devocavit.”  The  fame 
Homeric  quotation  is  given  by  Johnfon. 

P.  xliii.  After  fome  remarks  on  Dr.  Johnfon’s  want  of  ce  En- 
thufiafm  and  lofty  fentiment,”  and  on  the  confequent  defedfs  in 
his  eftimation  of  Milton’s  charadter,  and  on  Channing’s  Vindi¬ 
cation,  Mr.  Lyell  proceeds  to  fay,  “  But  the  American  cham¬ 
pion  of  the  illuftrious  bard  fails  to  remark  that  Milton  was  alfo 
two  centuries  in  advance  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  in  his  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  fhare  which  the Jludy  of  nature  ought  to  hold 
in  the  training  of  the  youthful  mind.  Of  Milton’s  Scheme  for 
enlarging  the  ordinary  fyftem  of  teaching,  prepared  after  he  had 
himfelf  been  partially  engaged  in  the  talk  of  a  Schoolmafter, 
the  lexicographer  lpoke,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  in  terms 
of  difparagement  bordering  on  contempt.  He  treated  Milton,  in 
fadt,  as  a  mere  empiric,  and  vifionary  projector,  obferving  ‘  that 
it  was  his  principle  to  teach  boys  fomething  more  folid  than  the 
common  literature  of  fchools,  forwarding  thofe  authors  that  treat 
of  phyfical  fubjedts.”  The  Poet  Cowley  had  framed  a  fimilar 
plan  in  his  imaginary  college  :  ‘but  the  knowledge  of  external 
nature  and  the  fciences  which  that  knowledge  requires,  are  not 
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the  great  or  the  frequent  bufinefs  of  the  human  mind  :  and  we 
ought  not,’  he  adds, c  to  turn  off  attention  from  life  to  nature ;  as 
if  we  were  placed  here  to  watch  the  growth  of  plants  or  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  ftars  !  ’  That  a  violent  fhock  had  been  given  in  the 
fixteenth  century  to  certain  time-honoured  dogmas  by  writers 
more  flightingly  called  1  watching  the  motions  of  the  ftars  !  ’ 
was  an  hiftorical  fa£t  with  which  fuch  perfons  were  of  courfe 
familiar,  but  if  it  had  been  adduced  to  prove  that  they  who  exercife 
their  reafoning  powersin  interpreting  the  great  book  of  nature, are 
conftantly  arriving  at  new  truths,  and  were  occafionally  required 
to  modify  preconceived  opinions,  or  that  when  habitually  engaged 
in  fuch  difcipline,theyoften  acquire  independenthabitsofthought, 
applicableto  otherdepartments  of  learning, fuch  argumentswould 
by  no  means  have  propitiated  the  critic,  or  have  induced  him  to 
moderate  his  difapprobation  of  the  propofed  innovation.  In  the 
mind  of  Johnfon  there  is  a  leaning  to  fuperfition ,  and  no  one  was 
more  content  to  leave  the  pupil  to  tread  for  ever  in  the  beaten 
pathway,  and  to  cherifh  extreme  reverence  for  authority,  for 
which  end  the  whole  fyftem  then  in  vogue  in  the  Englifh  fchools 
and  colleges  was  admirably  conceived.  Firft  it  confined  the 
ftudies  of  young  men  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-two,  as  far  as  pof- 
fible,  to  the  non-progreffive  departments  of  knowledge,  to  the 
ancient  models  of  claffical  elegance,  whether  in  verfe  or  profe,  to 
the  hiftory  and  philofophy  of  the  ancients  rather  than  the 
moderns,  and  to  pure  mathematics,  rather  than  their  application  to 
phyfics.  No  modern  writer  was  freer  from  fear  of  inquiry,  more 
anxious  to  teach  the  million  to  think  and  reafon  for  themfelves, 
no  other  ever  looked  forward  more  enthufiaftically  to  the  future 
growth  and  development  of  the  human  mind,  than  Channing.  If 
his  own  education  had  not  been  caff  in  an  antique  mould,  he 
would  have  held  up  Milton  as  a  model  for  imitation,  not  only  for 
his  love  of  claffical  lore  and  poetry,  but  for  his  wifh  to  cultivate  a 
knowledge  of  the  works  of  nature.” — Ly ell's  Second  visit  to  the 
United  States ,  vol.  i.  p.  203. 

P.  xlvii.  u  Obadiah  Sedgwick,  though  a  noted  Puritan,  was 
deeply  imbued  with  claffical  learning.  In  the  next  generation, 
the  Puritans  in  general  undervalued  human  learning,  but  in  the 
early  part  of  the  feventeenth  century  they  could  exhibit  a  greater 
number  both  of  eminent  mathematicians  and  of  diftinguifhed 
fcholars  than  thofe  who  under  Laud  wifhed  to  approximate  to 
Rome.” — v.  Lord  Campbell's  Lives  of  the  Chief  Jufices ,  vol.  i. 

P.  xlviii.  Bifhop Gauden  addreffed  three  letters,  Jan.  25,  F eb. 
20,  March  6,  1661,  to  Lord  Clarendon,  in  which  he  lays  claim 
for  fervices  in  the  royal  caufe ;  in  one  of  his  letters  he  fays, cc  Nor 
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do  I  doubt  but  I  fhall,  by  yr  Lordfhip’s  favor,  find  the  fruits 
as  to  fomething  extraordinary,  fince  the  fervice  was  foe  ;  not  as  to 
what  was  known  to  the  world  under  my  name,  in  order  to  vin¬ 
dicate  the  crowne  and  the  church,  hut  what  goes  under  the  late 
blejfed  king’s  name ,  the  E ixuv,  or  portraiture  of  hys  majefty  in  hys 
folitudes  and  fujferings.  This  work  and  figure  was  wholly  and  only 
my  invention,  making  and  defigne ;  in  order  to  vindicate  the  King's 
wifdome ,  honor ,  and  piety.  My  wife  indeed  was  confcious  to  it, 
and  had  an  hand  in  difguifing  the  letters  of  that  Copy  which  Ifent 
to  the  King  in  the  lfie  of  Wight ,  by  favour  of  the  late  Marquife 
of  Hertford,”  &c.  In  anfwer  to  which,  Lord  Clarendon  writes, 
March  13,  1661.  u  I  do  afiure  you  I  am  more  afflidted  with 
you,  and  for  you,  than  I  can  exprefie ;  and  the  more  fenfibly,  that 
it  is  the  only  charge  of  that  kind  is  laid  upon  me,  which  in  truth 
I  do  not  think  I  do  deferve.  The  particular  which  you  often  re - 
newed ,  I  do  confefife  was  imparted  to  me  under  fecrecy ,  and  of  which  I 
did  not  take  myfelfi  to  be  at  liberty  to  take  notice ;  and  truly  when  it 
ceafes  to  be  a  fecret ,  I  know  nobody  will  be  gladd  of  it  but  Mr. 
Milton ;  1  have  very  often  wijhed  I  had  never  been  trufled  with 
it”—Edinb.  Rev.v  ol.  xliv.  art.  1.  In  one  of  the  MS.  Journals 
of  Carte  the  hiftorian,  there  is  a  curious  ftory  of  Gauden’s  wife' s 
knowledge  of  the  authorftnp  of  this  book. 

P.  xlix.  Since  the  prefent  Life  of  Milton  has  been  printed, 
the  writer  has  feen  Mr.  Jofeph  Hunter’s  learned  Trad!  u  Milton, 
a  Sheaf  of  Gleanings,”  &c.  being  No.  iii.  of  his  Critical  and  Hif- 
torical  Tradts,  &c.  He  begs  to  refer  the  reader  to  it,  par¬ 
ticularly  for  the  curious  and  interefting  inveftigations  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Milton  family — to  the  family  of  Milton’s  mother,  and 
that  of  his  three  wives.  Thefe  genealogical  inveftigations,  con¬ 
ducted  with  Mr.  Hunter’s  knowledge  and  care, willrepaytheperu- 
fal.  There  is  a  note,  alfo,  pp.  50-51,  on  the  expreflion  tc  Bay- 
onna’s  hold  ’  ’  in  Lycidas  which  may  be  confuted  with  advantage. 

P.  Iii.  On  Milton’s  fonnet  of  “Tetrachordon,”  fee  Scott’s 
Legend  of  Montrofe,  in  Tales  of  my  Landlord,  third  feries,  vol. 
iv.  p.  148,  note. 

ct  Milton  only,”  he  fays, “intends  to  ridicule  the  barbarifm  of 
Scottijh  names  in  general,  and  quotes  incidentally  that  of  Gil- 
lefipie ,  one  of  the  Apoftles  of  the  Covenant,  and  that  of  Colkitto 
and  M‘Donnel  (both  belonging  to  one  perfon),  one  of  its  bittereft 
enemies.  Milton’s  book  called  4  Tetrachordon,’  had  been  ridi¬ 
culed  by  the  divines  aflembled  at  Weftminfter  and  others,  on 
account  of  the  hardnefs  of  the  title,  and  Milton  in  his  Sonnet 
retaliates  upon  the  barbarous  Scottifh  names  which  the  Civil 
War  had  made  familiar  to  Englifh  ears.” 

P.  liv.  “It  was  the  ufual  practice  of  Marchmont  Needham,  a 
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great  crony  of  Milton,  to  abufe  Salmafius  in  his  public  Mercury, 
called  Politicus  (as  Milton  had  done  before  him  in  his  Defenho), 
by  faying,  among  other  things,  that  Chriftina,  Queen  of  Sweden, 
had  cafhiered  him  her  favour,  by  underftanding  that  he  was  4  a 
pernicious  parafite  and  promoter  of  tyranny.’  ” — Woods  Ath.  Ox. 
vol.  ii.  col.  484. 

P.  lxii.  The  Licenfing  Adt,  which  had  inadvertently  been 
fufFered  to  expire  in  1679,  and  had  been  revived  by  James  the 
Second’s  Parliament  in  1685,  was  in  1692  continued  till  the 
end  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Parliament.  Was  the  experiment  to 
be  made,  of  trufting  to  the  punifhment  of  fuch  as  publifh  anything 
dangerous  to  the  public,  or  injurious  to  individuals  ?  William, 
who  had  known  the  harmleffnefs  of  a  free  prefs  in  his  own 
country,  took  the  liberal  fide;  but  the  few  Tory  members  of 
the  cabinet  very  plaufibly  urged  that  prevention  was  better  than 
punifhment,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  ftate  to  reftrain,  as 
faraspoffible,  from  the  publication  oflibelsas  from  the  commiffion 
of  other  crimes.  Somers  prevailed  by  pointing  out  not  only  the 
vexatioufnefs,  but  the  utter  inefficiency  of  thedefiredregulations, 
in  fpite  of  which  there  had  been  more  libels  publifhed  upon  the 
government  and  on  private  charadter  fince  the  Revolution,  than 
during  any  former  period  of  our  hiftory.  Unlicenfed  printing  teas 
then  for  ever  efahlijhed  in  England ,  and  now  we  have  only  to 
be  watchful  that  the  prefs  be  not  itfelf  formed  into  an  engine  of 
tyranny .  (See  Hallams  Confitutional  Hi/lory ,  vol.  iii.  p.  236.) 

P.  lxiv.  Mifcellaneous  Notes  by  T.  Park  in  Milton’s  Poems, 
1645.  Marfhall’s  engraving  before  the  poems,  1645,  is  the  firft 
head  of  Milton ,  fays  Mr.  Granger,  ever  publifhed.  Salmafius,  in 
his  Defenho  Regia,  calls  it  “  comptulam  Iconem,”  and  declares 
that  it  gave  him  a  more  advantageous  idea  of  his  perfon  than  he 
ever  had  before.  But  it  appears  from  the  Greek  verfes  under¬ 
neath,  that  Milton  himfelf  was  not  pleafed  with  it. —  Biog.  Hift. 
vol.  ii.  p.  295,  1775. 

tc  Will  any  fay  that  this  portrait  was  the  work  of  an  ingenious 
hand  ;  my  very  friends  looking  at  my  own  natural  countenance 
know  not  whom  it  reprefents,  and  laugh  at  the  awkward  imita¬ 
tion  of  the  idiotic  artift.” — Tranfation. 

Milton  was  undoubtedly  far  from  being  pleafed,  or  he  would 
not  have  diredted  the  unwitting  artift  to  ftamp  a  fatirical  brand 
on  the  forehead  of  his  own  work.  Nor  is  it  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  Milton,  who  at  college  was  reputed  eminently  beautiful, 
could  be  gratified  by  feeing  himfelf  depidfed  like  a  furiy  featured 
old  fellow  at  the  age  of  thirty-fix.  Hard  ftudy  might,  however, 
have  induced  a  feverity  of  afpedt  beyond  what  time  had  other 
wife  produced. 

m 


clxvi 


ADDENDA . 


Mofeley’s  “  Addrefs  to  the  Reader  ”  is  entitled  to  praife  for  its 
early  and  confident  eftimation  of  Milton’s  poetic  powers,  and 
would  have  merited  more  diftin£tion,  had  not  a  fimilar  laud  been 
lavifhed  upon  Cartwright,  before  whofe  Poems,  in  1651,  is  a 
copy  of  verfes  addrefl'ed  to  the  ftationer  by  Jo.  Leigh,  enumerat¬ 
ing  the  various  Englifh  poets  whofe  works  had  been  publifhed  by 
Mofeley,  but  omitting  to  name  thofe  of  Milton. 

R.  Fletcher  feems  to  glance  in  the  oppofite  paflage  in  a  Pre¬ 
face  before  his  cc  Ex  otio  negotium,”  1656.  tc  I  am  not  of  that 
number  that  dares  challenge  the  fharpe  fighted  cenfure  of  the 
times  ;  and  conceive  their  papers  as  their  perfons,  beyond  fault 
or  defection.” 

1660,  Jan.  31,  Hum.  Mofeley,  the  bookfeller,  died  in  St. 
Paul’s  Churchyard  ;  buried  4  Feb.  Smith’s  Catalogue. 

Atthefale  of  Sir  Wm.Mufgrave’s  duplicates,  in  Feb.  1798,  this 
head  of  Milton,  by  Marfhall,  fold  for  4/.  iSs.  Manfon  is  faid  to 
have  purchafed  it  for  the  colle£lion  of  Mr.  Towneley.  See  War- 
ton’s  defcription  of  this  print  in  Milton’s  Poems,  p.  529. 

P.23.  Pidfureof  Marchionefs  of  Winchefter  and  her  hufband, 
are  inthedining-roomatthe  Duke  of  Bolton’s,  Hackwood,  Hants. 
See  Warton’s  Milton,  p.  301. 

Epitaph  on  him  by  Dryden  ;  on  her  by  Milton. 

P.  27.  “The  epitaph  on  the  admirable  dramatic  poet,  W. 
Shakefpeare,”  is  the  firft  of  Milton’s  poems  that  was  publifhed  : 
it  was  prefixed  to  the  fecond  folio  of  the  plays,  1632,  without 
name  or  initials. 

P.  57.  Jufta  Edwardo  King  naufrago  ab  amicis  moerentibus. 
Camb.  1638.  4to.  This  contains  the  firft  publication  of  Milton’s 
Lycidas. 

P.  lxv.  u  Mrs.  Katharine  Milton,  wife  to  John  Milton,  Efq. 
was  buried  in  St.  Margaret’s  Church,  in  Weftminfter,  Feb.  10, 
1657.  Reg.  Book.  Milton  then  lived  in  a  new  houfe  in  Petty 
France,  when  Mr.  Harvey,  fon  of  Dr.  Harvey,  of  Petty  France, 
Weftminfter,  told  me,  Nov.  14,  1770,  that  old  Mr.  Lownde  a f- 
fured  him,  that  when  Mr.  Milton  buried  his  wife,  he  had  the 
coffin  fhut  down  with  twelve  feveral  locks,  that  had  twelve  fe- 
veral  keys,  and  that  he  gave  the  keys  to  twelve  feveral  friends, 
and  defired  the  coffin  might  not  be  opened  till  they  all  met  to¬ 
gether.  Kennet.” — Wood's  Ath .  Ox.  vol.  ii.  col.  486. 

P.  lxvi.  <c  The  late  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Bradbury,  an  emi¬ 
nent  di (Tenting  minifter,  ufed  to  fay,  that  Jer.  White,  who  had 
been  chaplain  to  O.  Cromwell,  and  whom  he  perfonally  knew, 
had  often  told  him  that  Milton  was  allowed  by  the  Parliament  a 
weekly  table  for  the  entertainment  of  foreign  minifters  and  per¬ 
fons  of  learning,  fuch  efpecially  as  came  from  Proteftant  ftates, 
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which  allowance  was  alfo  continued  by  Cromwell.” — Hollis's 
Note ,  fee  Newton's  Life ,  p.  lvi. 

P.  lxxii.  On  cc  Alex.  Morus  ornatiffimus,”  fee  Valcknaeri 
Opera  Critica ,  vol.  ii.  p.  ill. 

P.  lxxiii.  The  fame  unfounded  calumny  was  fpread  regarding 
Chriftina’s  treatment  of  Defcartes,  as  that  which  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  of  Salmafius.  Madame  de  Motteville  in  herMemoirs,vol. 
i.  p.  309,  fays — a  La  Reine  Chriftine  au  lieu  de  faire  mourir  d’a- 
mour  les  hommes,  elle  les  faifoit  mourir  de  depit,  et  de  honte ; 
et  fut,  difoit-on,  depuis  caufe  que  le  grand  Philofophe  Defcartes 
perdit  la  vie  de  cette  forte,  parcequ’elle  n’avoit  pas  approuve 
fa  maniere  de  philofopher.”  .  .  .  u  De  pareils  bruits  etoient 

femes  dans  ce  terns  la,  par  les  ennemis  de  Defcartes.  Le  P. 
Sorbiere  rapporte  dans  deux  de  fes  lettres  qu’on  foup^onnoit  du 
poifon  dans  la  maladie  de  Defcartes.”  v.  No.  lxxii.  p.  539,  632. 

I  will  now  extract  a  few  paffages  from  fome  contemporary 
works  relating  to  this  fubjedl,  which  ought  not  to  have  remained 
fo  long  under  great  mifconception,  when  fo  much  evidence  was 
at  hand  to  remove  it.  “  Avant  que  de  quitter  la  Suede,  la  Reine 
lui  (M.  de  Saumaife)  fit  des  o  fires  avantageufes  pour  le  retiner 
aupres  d’elle,  mais  parcequ’il  avoit  donne  fa  parole  aux  cura- 
teurs  de  Puniverfite  de  Leyde  d’y  retourner,  il  partit  de  Stock¬ 
holm  au  mois  de  Septembre  1651,  comble  de  graces,  et  de  li- 
beralites  de  Chriftine.  Elle  lui  conferva  dans  la  fuite  fa  bien- 
veillance,  et  voici  en  quels  termes  elle  lui  ecrivit  environ  deux 
ans  apres  fon  depart  de  Suede.”  v.  Arckenholtz ,  Memoir es  de 
Chriftine ,  vol.  i.  p.  232. 

The  letter  alluded  to  contained  thefe  expreflions, — <c  Vous 
apprendrez  du  Sr.  Bourdelot  l’etat  ou  je  me  trouve  pour  le 
prefent.  II  vous  informera  des  fentimens  d’eftime  que  je  con- 
ferve pour  votremerite.  Je  vous  prie  d’enetre  entierement  affure,  et 
de  croire  que  je  les  conferverai  toute  ma  vie,  comme  vous  les  avez 
vu  naitre  par  la  connoiffance  que  j’ai  eiie  de  ce  que  vous  valez. 
Confervez  moi  votre  amitie,  et  foiez  certain  qu’il  n’y  a  perfonne 
qui  vous  eftime  l’egal  de  moi.  Stockholm,  6  Juin,  1653.” 
Salmafius,  it  appears,  was  afraid  of  palling  into  England,  in  his 
way  to  Sweden.  Boinebourgh  alfo  writes  to  Linker, — u  Ma- 
nebit  Salmafius  in  Suediaquod  propter  defenfionem  regiam  fuam, 
nufquam  tutus  commorari  polfe  credatur  nifi  inter  Reges.” — v. 
Commerc.  Epi/i.  Leibnitz.  Graberi  Anecd.  Boinebourgh ,  i.  13. 
G.  Patin  fays:  u  Saumaife  lui  avoit  repondu,  qu’il  faifoit  trop 
froid  en  Suede,  et  trop  chauden  Angleterre .”  v.  Lettres ,  vol.  1. 
p.  91  and  256. 

It  appears  that  Nic.  Heinfius  threw  into  the  fire  an  Elegy 
which  he  had  written  againft  Salmafius.  Patin  fays,  c<  Sive  hoc 
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fecerit  philofophice,  et  Chriftiane,  five  fecerit  jubente  et  impe- 
rante  Suedorum  regina  quce  S  almajium ,  tanquam  magnum  fidus , 
coluit  et  ferio  recla?navitL  v.  Patin  s  Letters ,  Ixxii.  p.  382. 

The  only  caufe  of  mifunderftanding  between  the  Queen  and 
the  fcholar  was  on  account  of  Salmafius  refuting  to  forgive 
Voffius,  who  had  lent  the  fon  of  Salmafius  fome  money,  which 
the  father  refuted  to  repay.  There  is  a  manufcript  letter  of 
Bochart  to  Voffius,  24  May,  1653.  But  on  this  fubjedt  it  is  faid 
in  Menagiana,  i.  350,  ct  Pour  furcroit  de  malheur  pour  Voffius, 
Chriftine  aiant  appris  qu’il  venoit  ecrire  contre  Saumaife  iui  fit 
dire,  qu’ elle  ne  voulut  plus  le  voirP  I  truft  that  this  u  vexata 
quaeftio  ”  isnowfet  at  reft :  and  I  thall  end  this  note  byextradfing 
a  temperate  and  altogether  not  unjuft  comparifon  between  Sal¬ 
mafius  and  another  great  fcholar  of  his  day,  which  is  to  be  found 
in  a  book  of  fome  rarity,  Vigneul  Marville ,  tom.  i.  p.  9,  10. 
<c  Le  Cardinal  Richelieu  difoit  qu’il  ne  connoiflbit  au  monde  que 
trois  hommes  fouverainement  fqavens,  c’eft  a  dire,  M.  de  Sau¬ 
maife,  Grotius,  et  Bignon.  Feu  Monf  Peirefc  difoit  que  Gro- 
tius  valoit  deux  Saumaifes.  M.  Bafnage  le  nie,  et  dit,  que  Gro¬ 
tius  egale  feulement  Scaliger  et  Saumaife.  Je  parierois  bien 
pour  M.  Peirefc  contre  M.  Bafnage,  et  il  y  auroit  bien  des  gens 
entr’autres  Monf.  Colomies,  que  feroit  de  moitie  avec  moi. 
M.de  Saumaife  avoit  l’efprit  tres  vif,  et  la  memoire  prodigieufe. 
Autant  de  livres  de  fa  faqon,  autant  d’impromptu.  Mais  il  ne 
digeroit  pas  aftez  les  matieres  qu’il  tratoit,  ce  qu’il  donnoit  au 
public,  il  le  donnoit  tout  cru  avec  dedain,  et  comme  tout  en  co- 
lere.  Il  fembloit  jetter  fon  Grec,  fon  Latin,  et  toute  fa  fcience 
a  la  tete  des  gens.  Grotius  au  contraire,  confidere  tout,  digere 
tout  l’ordonne,  et  la  range  fagement  il  refpedle  et  menage 
fon  ledleur,  fon  erudition  eft  comme  un  grand  fleuve,  qui  fe 
repand  largement,  et  fait  du  bien  a  tout  le  monde.  Autant 
d’ouvrages  de  Grotius,  autant  de  chef  d’ceuvres  en  tout  genre,  ce 
qui  eft  fans  exemple  chez  les  Anciens,  et  chez  les  Modernes. 
Jamais  auteur  n’a  mieux  choifi  fes  fujets  d’ecrire,  il  s’agrandit 
avec  eux,  et  ils  s’agrandiftent  avec  lui.  Crefcit  cum  amplitudine 
rerum  vis  ingenii .” 

The  defedt,  perhaps  the  foie  one,  in  this  great  fcholar,  has 
been  alluded  to  in  the  laft  extradft,  and  is  confirmed  by  more 
modern  authority. — u  Salmafius,  in  his  exponendis  redtum  cu?ju?n 
tenere  non  potuit,  non  nunquam  tamen,  pro  fuo  more  ad  verum 
relapfus.”  v.  Anecdota  Hemfterhufiana  ab  J.  Geel,  p.  31. — 
Again,  “Vix  dubito  quin  memoria  cui  quantumvis  feliciffime 
faepe  nimis  confidebat,  viro  magno  fraudem  fecerit.”  The  critic 
is  alluding  to  Salmafius  giving  the  word  'L/j.iKqivY)  as  the  title  of 
one  of  the  comedies  of  Menander. 
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P.  lxxiv.  To  quote  the  Eulogies  of  Scholars  on  the  erudition 
of  Salmafius,  would  be  to  tranfcribe  from  almoft  every  book  of 
criticifm  from  his  day  to  the  prefent.  The  reader  however  may 
bereferred  for  the  elder  critics  to  the  various  Ana, and  Bailletjuge- 
mens  des  Savans,  and  Wolfii  Confpedtus  Supptll.  Epiftol.  p.  93. 
227.  Nor  has  the  judgment  of  modern  fcholars  withheld  the 
palm  of  fuperiority  fo  willingly  granted  by  his  contemporaries. 
I  obferve  a  late  critic  of  eminence,  in  a  letter  on  the  Anthology,, 
ufes  the  language  of  the  higheft  praife  when  he  calls  him  “ Get 
Hercule  litteraire  qui  pouvoit  dompter  tous  les  monftres  etque 
perfonne  ne  revere  plus  que  moi.”  (v.  Melanges  de  Critique  et 
Philologie  par  Chardon  de  la  Rochette,  tom.  i.  p.  297.)  And  the 
famefcholarfays,uJ  e  raftembledepuislongtems  tous  les  materiaux 
neceflaires  pour  donner  une  vie  de  Saumaife ,  je  pofsede  deja  le 
plus  grand  nombreet  les  plus  precieux,maisil  me  manqueencore 
quelques  articles  importans.” — Tom.  iii.  p.  308,  See  alfo  Me¬ 
nage’s  Anti-Baillet,  vol.  xiv.  p.  5.  9  ;  ibid.  vol.  xv.  p.  103.  268. 
383.  Merc5.  Grotianus  fays,  “  Si  fit  aliquid  quod  nefciat  Sal¬ 
mafius,  id  non  homini,  fed  Scientiae  deeft  and  Balzac  applies 
to  him  the  defcription  of  Virgil’s  Jupiter, 

<c  Huic  ego  nec  metas  rerum,  nec  tempora  pono, 
Ingenium  fine  fine  dedi.”  * 

On  the  faults  of  Salmafius  as  a  writer,  fee  Gefneri  Ifagoge ,  vol. 
ii.  p.  433.  u  Magnus  Salmafius  multis  digreffionibus  fcedavit 
docftiftimos  libros  fuos,  et  fecit  ut  non  legantur,  &c.  &c.” 

P.  lxxvi.  u  There  has  not  one  great  poet  appeared  in  France 
fince  the  beginning  of  Cardinal  Richelieu’s  miniftry,  but  he  has 
been  protected  and  encouraged,  and  his  merit  as  fall:  as  it  could 
fpread  has  been  generally  acknowledged.  I  wifh  I  could  as  truly 
affirm  the  fame  thing  of  England.  The  great  qualities  of  Milton 
were  not  generally  known  among  his  countrymen  till  the  Para- 
dife  Loft  had  been  publifhed  more  than  thirty  years;  but  when 
that  admirable  poet  was  among  the  Italians,  the  greatnefs  of  his 
genius  was  known  to  them  in  the  very  bloom  of  his  youth,  even 
thirty  years  before  that  incomparable  poem  was  written.” — Den¬ 
nis's  Letters ,  p.  78. 

“More  people  comprehend  the  excellency  of  Homer,  and  Vir¬ 
gil,  andMilton,  than  the  beauties  of  Martial  and  Cowley,  though 
perhaps  there  are  not  ten  perfons  living  who  know  all  the  merit 
of  V  irgil ;  and  Milton’s  Paradife  Loft  had  been  printed  forty  years 
before  it  was  known  to  the  greateft  part  of  England  that  there 
barely  was  fuch  a  book.”  Dennis's  Letters ,  p.  173. 


*  St.  Auftin  faid  of  St.  Hierome’s  knowledge  in  divinity,  “  Quod  Hiero¬ 
nymus  nefcivit,  nullus  mortalium  unquam  fcivit” 
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P.  Ixxvii.  “Nor  can  I  believe  that  feveralwho  pretend  to  be 
paflionate  admirers  of  Milton  would  treat  him  if  living  in  any 
other  manner,  for  the  following  reafons. 

cc  Becaufe  they  are  fo  fond  of  nothing  as  of  that  foft  and  effemi¬ 
nate  rhyme  which  makes  the  very  reverfe  of  the  harmony,  and 
of  the  manly  and  powerful  and  noble  enthufiafm  of  Milton. 

“Becaufe  the  generality  of  poets  and  wits  his  contemporaries 
did  not  efteem  him,  though  they  were  by  no  means  inferior  in 
underftanding  to  his  pretended  living  admirers.  Wilmot,  Earl 
of  Rochefter,  never  fo  much  as  mentioned  him  in  his  Imitation 
of  the  Tenth  Satire  of  the  Firft  Book  of  Horace.  When  he 
came  to  imitate  that  pafiage,  c  Forte  epos  acer  ut  nemo  Varius 
ducit,’  inftead  of  Milton  he  names  Waller;  and  when  that  noble 
peer  was  fome  years  afterwards  afked  by  Dr.  Burnet,  fince  Bifhop 
of  Salisbury,  for  which  of  the  modern  poets  he  had  moft  efteem, 
he  anfwered  without  the  leaf!  hefitation,  for  Boileau  among  the 
French,  and  Cowley  among  the  Englifh  poets.  Mr.  Rymer,  in 
his  Firfl  Book  of  Criticifm,  treated  the  Paradife  Loft  with  con¬ 
tempt,  and  the  generality  of  the  readers  of  poetry,  for  twenty 
years  after  it  was  publifhed,  knew  no  more  of  that  exalted  poem 
than  if  it  had  been  written  in  Arabic.  Mr.  Dryden,  in  his  Pre¬ 
face  before  the  State  of  Innocence,  appears  to  have  been  the 
firft,  thofe  gentlemen  excepted  whofe  verfes  are  before  Milton’s 
poem,  who  difcovered  in  fo  public  a  manner  an  extraordinary 
opinion  of  Milton’s  extraordinary  merit.  And  yet  Mr.  Dryden 
at  that  time  knew  not  half  the  extent  of  his  excellence,  as  more 
than  twenty  years  afterwards  he  confeffed  to  me,  as  is  pretty 
plain  from  his  writing  the  State  of  Innocence  ;  for  Mr.  Dryden 
in  that  poem,  which  is  founded  on  the  Paradife  Loft,  falls  fo  in¬ 
finitely  fhort  of  thofe  wonderful  qualities,  by  which  Milton  has 
diftinguifhed  that  noble  poem  from  all  other  poems,  that  one  of 
thefe  two  things  muft  be  granted  ;  either  that  Mr.  Dryden  knew 
not  the  extent  of  Milton’s  great  qualities,  or  that  he  defignedto 
be  a  foil  to  him.  But  they  who  knew  Mr.  Dryden  know  very 
well  that  he  was  not  of  a  temper  to  defign  to  be  a  foil  to  any 
one.” — Dennis's  Letters ,  p.  76. 

P.  lxxviii.  “  The  moft  wonderful  teftimony  in  his  [Brad- 
fhawe’s]  favour  is  from  Milton ,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  recom¬ 
mended  by  him  to  Cromwell  for  the  place  of  Latin  fecretary. 
And  in  his  Defenfio  pro  Populo  Anglicano  there  extols  him,&c.” 
— Lord  Campbell's  Lives  of  Chief  Juflices^  vol.  i.  p.  489. 

P.  lxxx.  Jeanes,  or  Janes,  publifhed  in  the  year  1651  an 
Anfwer  to  Milton’s  Iconoclaftes.  In  the  year  of  the  Reftoiation, 
1660,  this  book  was  brought  out  again  under  the  title  of  “  Sal- 
mafiushis  Dete6Iion  of  the  Diabolical  Rebel  Milton,”  intending 
thereby  to  pafs  it  off  as  a  tranflation  of  Salmafius's  pofthumous 
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work,  Ad  Johannem  Miltonum  Refponfio.  It  is  in  fact  the  fame 
work  and  the  fame  edition  as  that  brought  out  by  Janes,  with 
the  exception  of  the  title  and  a  leaf  of  addrefs  to  the  reader. 

P.  lxxxi.  See  South’s  Sermon  on  the  30th  of  January.  cc  But 
others  more  knowing,  infill  not  fo  much  upon  the  warrant  of 
Scripture,  but  plead  providential  difpenfations ,  and  then  God’s 
works  (it  feems)  mull  be  regarded  before  his  words.  And  the 
Latin  Advocate  (Mr.  Milton),  who,  like  a  blind  adder ,  has  fpit 
fo  much  poyfon  upon  the  King’s  perfon  and  caufe,  fpeaks  to  the 
matter  roundly.  c  Deum  fecuti  Ducem,  et  impreffa  paffim 
divina  veftigia  venerantes,  Viam  haud  obfcuram  fed  illuftrem, 
et  illius  aufpiciis  commonftratam,  et  patefa&am  ingreffi  fumus.’ 
But  muftwe  read  God’s  mind  in  his'footfteps,  or  in  his  word  ? 
This  is,  as  if  when  we  have  a  man’s  hand-writing,  we  fhould 
endeavour  to  take  his  meaning  by  the  meafure  of  his  foot,  &c. 

See.” 


Perhaps  South  had  an  eye  on  Milton  in  the  following  paffage 
in  his  Sermons,  vol.  viii.  ferm.  10,  u  What  that  particular  fin 
was,  for  which  the  angels  were  thrown  down  from  their  ftation, 
is  hard  and  perhaps  impolfible  to  be  determined,  yet  men  enquire 
after  it,  as  freely  as  if  it  might,  and  fome  pitch  it  upon  pride. 
Though  in  their  confident  afferting  of  that  which  is  no  where 
delivered,  they  feem  to  difeover  no  fmall  pride  and  arrogance 
themfelves ,”  &c.  In  vol.  x.  ferm.  7,  in  his  argument  againft 
David  Paraeus,  South  attacks  Milton’s  pofition : — u  Becaufe  the 
kings  of  England  take  an  oath  at  their  coronation  to  govern  by 
fuch  and  fuch  laws,  which  in  cafe  they  fhould  not,  Milton  and 
fuch  others,  are  fo  bold  as  to  abfolve  the  fubjecl  from  his  alle¬ 
giance  ;  I  fhall,  to  dafh  that  puritan ,  anti-monarchical  tenet , 
lay  down  this  diftin<SIion,  that  it  is  one  thing  for  a  king  to  pro¬ 
mise  to  manage  his  kingly  office  according  to  fuch  rules  ;  and 
another  things  to  take  upon  him  the  kingly  office  upon  condition 
that  he  fo  governs  ;  it  is  this  latter  only  that  would  render 
him  accountable  to  his  people  :  but  the  former,  if  not  fulfilled, 
is  not  breach  of  an  antecedent  condition,  but  only  breach  of 
a  fubfequent  promife,  for  the  fin  of  which  he  is  anfwerable  only 
to  God.” 

P.  lxxxii.  tcFor  my  part  I  have  no  notion,  that  a  fuffering  Hero 
can  be  proper  for  epic  poetry.  Milton  could  make  but  very 
little  even  of  a  fuffering  god,  who  makes  quite  another  impreffion 
with  his  lightning  and  his  thunder  in  ParadiJ'e  Loft ,  than  with 
his  meeknefs  and  his  ltoicifm  in  Paradife  Regained .  That  great 
fpirit  which  heroic  poetry  requires,  flows  from  great  paffions,and 
from  great  adlions.  If  the  fuffering  Hero  remains  infenfible, 
the  generality  of  readers  will  not  be  much  concerned  for  one 
who  is  fo  little  concerned  for  himfelf.” — Dennis's  Letters ,  p.  1 1. 
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P.  lxxxiv.  on  note  41.  I  may  mention  that  in  a  note  to  the 
Life  of  Milton  in  the  Aldine  edition,  printed  1832, 1  mentioned 
that  Vavajfor  was  the  perfon  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Johnfon  on  the 
words, cc  Ker  and  fame  one  before  him ”  as  having  noticed  Milton’s 
miftake  in  the  ufe  of  the  word  Vapulandus.  I  found  the  reference 
when  reading  Crenius’s  work  alluded  to.  Since  which  I  fee  Mr. 
Hallam  has  made  the  fame  remark  in  his  Hiftory  of  Literature, 
but  has  not  done  me  the  favour  of  flating  the  fource  of  his  infor¬ 
mation.  u  Illud  mirum  pariter  et  feftivum  quod  is  quo  loco  et 
quibusplane  verbisattribuit  Salmafio  folaecifmos,  iifdem  ipfe  folae- 
cifmum  aut  folaecifmo  flagitiumnon  minus  admittat.” — x.Vavaf- 
for  de  Epigr.  cxxii.  p.  144.  Crenii  Anim .  Philolog.  i2mo.  p.  7 7. 

P.  xcii.  “  The  eftate  which  his  father  left  him  was  but  indif¬ 
ferent  ;  yet  by  his  frugality  he  made  it  ferve  him  and  his.  Out 
of  his  fecretary’s  falary  he  had  faved  two  thoufand  pounds,  which 
being  lodged  in  the  excife,  and  that  bank  failing  at  his  majefty’s 
reftoration,  he  utterly  loft  that  fum.  By  the  great  fire  which 
happened  in  London  in  the  beginning  of  September,  1666,  he 
had  a  houfe  in  Bread  Street  burnt,  which  was  all  the  real  eftate 
he  had  then  left.” — Wood’ s  Ath.  Ox.  vol.  ii.  col.  486. 

To  what  does  Fielding  allude  when  he  fays,  <c  It  is  to  be 
hoped  heedlefs  people  will  be  more  cautious  what  they  burn,  or 
ufe  to  other  vile  purpofes,  efpecially  when  they  confider  the  fate 
which  had  like  to  have  befallen  the  divine  Milton  A — v.  Journ. 
to  the  Next  World ,  p.  331. 

P.  xciv.  We  (fays  a  writer  in  the  Gentleman’ s  Magazine , 
Auguft,  1849,  P-  I^>3)  Should  not  have  complained  if  Mr.  Wal¬ 
cott  had  always,  upon  like  occafion,  been  as  diffufe  as  he  is  upon 
fome  of  the  ftreets  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Margaret’s 
church.  Of  thefe  tc  York  Street  ”  is  a  fpecimen. 

cc  In  this  ftreet  was  Milton’s  ftudy.  He  walked  beneath  the 
dappled  fhadows  which  the  irregular  houfes  ftill  throw  acrofs  the 
way.  Upon  the  parapet  of  the  prefent  back — once  the  front — 
of  No.  19,  is  a  ftone  tablet  bearing  this  infcription  : — ‘  Sacred  to 
Milton,  Prince  of  Poets;’  it  was  placed  there  by  William  Haz- 
iitt,  eflayift,  who  rented  the  houfe  in  1811,  after  his  marriage. 

tc  In  1651,  the  poet  quitted  his  official  refidence  in  Scotland 
Yard,  for  this  then  ‘  pretty  garden-houfe,  next  to  Lord  Scuda¬ 
more’s,  and  opening  into  the  Park.’  The  fight  of  his  left  eye 
he  loft  late  in  the  fame  year,  and  that  of  his  right  eye  in  1653. 
His  child  Deborah  was  born  here,  on  May  2,  1652;  and  from 
this  houfe,  1  fightlefs  and  dark,’  the  old  man  *  followed  in  the 


*  Milton,  born  in  Dec.  1608,  was  only  in  ^  his  fiftieth  year  when  this 
wife  died  in  Feb.  1657-8. — Rev. 
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fad  proceflion  which  bore  to  her  grave  his  beloved  wife,  whom 
he  brought  thither  fcarce  a  year  before.  During  his  refidence 
here,  while  Andrew  Marvel  was  his  fecretary,  he  wrote  his 
‘  Second  Defence  of  the  People  of  England,’  and  the  c  Civil 
Power  in  Ecclefiaffical  Caufes.’ 

“  A  cotton-willow  tree,  now  feparated  by  a  wall  from  the 
humble  dwelling,  is  faid  to  have  been  planted  by  the  poet’s  hand. 
Jeremy  Bentham,  to  whom  the  houfe  belonged,  ufed  frequently 
to  make  vilitors  kneel  before  it ;  but  when  he  propofed  to  cut 
down  the  tree,  William  Hazlitt,  fcandalized  by  the  ‘contem¬ 
plated  profanation,’  interfered,  and  commemorates  his  indigna¬ 
tion  in  the  c  Spirit  of  the  Age.’ 

“  At  thofe  windows  the  poet  fat.  The  warm,  balmy  breath 
of  fummer,  and  the  fragrance  of  flowers,  Pealing  in  through  the 
open  lattice,  told  him  of  the  bright  creation  without,  whofe  love- 
linefs  his  fightlefs  eyes  might  never  fee  again,  till  they  beheld 
unfealed  the  Better  Land;  while  the  foft  low  tones  of  the  organ 
which  he  loved,  and  the  converfation  of  his  friends,  attuned  his 
heart  to  patience  and  refignation.  There  oft  he  mufed,  rich  in 
thickly-crowding  fancies  that  went  forth  over  the  wide  earth, 
gathering  from  out  its  threefold  kingdom  frefh  images  of  Pately 
beauty ;  and  now,  upfoaring  into  the  companies  of  fpirits  of 
good,  tarried  awhile  amid  thefecrets  of  eternity,  until  they  were 
Payed  only  before  the  throne  of  living  light.” 

On  turning  to  Mr.  Cunningham’s  account  of  York  Street,  he 
will  be  found  to  give  the  greater  part,  but  not  the  whole,  of  the 
fame  fadfs,  compreffed  indeed  within  lefs  than  one-fourth  the 
fpace  :  he  differs  in  thefe  refpedfs,  i.  he  fays  the  ftreet  received 
its  name  from  the  refidence  of  Archbifhop  Sharp  ;  2.  he  fays 
the  tablet  was  fet  up  by  Bentham,  before  Hazlitt  inhabited  the 
houfe  ;  and  3,  he  gives  the  infcription  thus,  u  Here  lived 
John  Milton,  the  Prince  of  Poets/’  But  we  have  vifited 
the  fpot,  and  find  the  words  as  Mr.  Walcott  gives  them, — 

Sacred  to  Milton, 

Prince  of  Poets. 

P.  xcvii.  On  Milton’s  projected  Poem  of  Arthur,  fee  Hurd’s 
Dialogues,  vol.  iii.  p.  262  to  p.  335. 

P.  xcviii.  u  Proclamation  for  Supprefling  Milton’s  Defenfio 
Populi  Anglicani,  The  Anfwer  to  the  Eicon  Bafilice,  and  Good¬ 
win’s  ObPrudfor  of  Juftice,  and  whereas  the  faid  John  Milton 
and  John  Goodwin  are  both  fled,  or  fo  obfcure  themfelves,thatno 
Endeavours  ufed  for  their  apprehenfions  can  take  effedt,  whereby 
they  might  be  brought  to  Legal  Tryal,  and  defervedly  receive 
condign  Punifhment  for  their  Treafons  and  Offences.” 

P.  xcix.  “Milton,  after  being  detained  in  the  cuftody  of  the 
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Serjeant  at  Arms,  was  releafed  by  order  of  the  Houfe.  The 
Serjeant  had  exacted  from  his  prifoner,  per  letter,  the  amount  of 
150/.  a  fum  which  with  great  difficulty  he  had  borrowed  from 
his  friends.  A.  Marvell  brought  the  matter  before  the  Houfe, 
and  moved  that  the  money  fhould  be  refunded.  He  was  fup- 
ported  in  the  motion  by  Colonel  King  and  Colonel  Sharped:, 
two  officers  of  undoubted  loyalty  as  well  as  gallantry.  But  the 
Solicitor  General  Finch  ftrongly  oppofed  it,  faying,  that  c  this 
Mr.  Milton  had  been  Latin  fecretary  to  Cromwell,  and  inftead 
of  paying  150/.  well  deferved  hanging/  However  the  matter 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Privileges,  who  therefore  decided 
for  the  Poet.” — See  Lord  Campbell’ s  Lives ,  vol.  iii.  p.  382. 

P.  ci.  u  Philips,  in  his  Life  of  Milton,  fays  that  foon  after  his 
third  marriage,  in  1662,  he  ‘removed  to  a  houfe  in  the  Artillery 
Walk,  leading  to  Bunhill  Fields,’  the  houfe  at  which  he  finifhed 
the  Paradife  Loft,  and  from  which  he  was  buried.  It  is  not  eafy 
to  trace  the  fpot.  No  fuch  place  as  Artillery  Walk  occurs  in 
the  elaborate  map  of  London  publifhed  by  Ogilby,  the  tranflator 
of  Homer,  in  1677,  within  three  years  after  Milton’s  death. 
Aubrey,  however,  another  original  authority,  tells  us  in  his 
memoranda  on  the  Life  of  Milton,  that  he  4  died  in  Bunhill 
oppofite  the  Artillery-garden-wall.’  In  Ogilby,  and  in  various 
other  maps,  the  name  of  Bunhill,  without  any  addition,  is  given 
to  a  row  of  houfes  occupying  the  fite  of  the  weftern  fide  ofthe  fouth- 
ern  part  of  the  prefent  Bunhill  Row,  the  oppofite  fide  of  which, 
now  another  row  of  houfes,  was  then  formed  by  one  of  the  walls 
of  the  Artillery  Ground,  which  were  built,  according  to  High- 
more,  the  hiftorian  of  the  Artillery  Company,  about  the  time  of 
the  Reftoration.  This  row  might  well  be  defcribed  as  leading 
to  Bunhill  Fields,  for  it  ftill  leads  towards  the  well  known  Bun¬ 
hill  Fields  burying  ground,  the  refting  place  of  Dr.  Watts,  of 
Bunyan,  and  Defoe.  It  might  well  bear  the  name  of  the  Artil¬ 
lery  Walk,  from  its  proximity  to  the  Artillery  Ground,  and  yet 
the  name  in  common  parlance  be  merged  in  that  of  Bunhill,  as 
is  the  cafe  with  its  prefent  oppofite  neighbour,  Artillery  Place 
Weft,  which  is  only  generally  known  as  part  of  Bunhill  Row. 
Here  then,  in  all  probability,  in  the  row  of  houfes  to  the  left  of 
the  paflenger  who  turns  northward  from  Chifwell  Street  towards 
St.  Luke’s  Hofpital  and  Peerlefs  Pool  ftood  the  houfe  in  which 
c  Paradife  Loft  ’  was  written.  Many  of  the  houfes  now  there 
are  well-built,  and  by  no  means  of  a  modern  appearance  ;  but 
unfortunately  there  is  none  fufficiently  antique  to  be  affigned  with 
fafety  to  the  time  of  Milton.  The  whole  of  Bunhill  Row  is  in 
the  prefent  parifti  of  St.  Luke,  Old  Street,  which  then  formed 
the  ‘  Lordfhip  part’  of  the  parifh  of  Cripplegate,  whofe  church 
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of  St.  Giles’s  is  memorable  for  the  burial  of  Milton  and  the 
marriage  of  Cromwell.  The  next  ftreet  to  Bunhill  Row,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  Chifwell  Street,  was  the  famous  Grub  Street,  fo 
long  proverbial  as  the  refidence  of  hackney  authors,  which  ftill 
fubfifts,  but  with  the  name  metamorphofed,  fince  about  1830, 
to  the  noble  one  of  Milton  Street,  taken  from  its  illuftrious 
neighbour.” — Mr.  Thomas  Watts. 

P.  cvii.  The  following  is  a  curious  notice  from  an  obfcure  con¬ 
temporary  writer  of  Poetry,  who  publifhed  his  little  volume  foon 
after  Paradife  Loft  had  appeared.  u  I  was  much  taken  with 
learned  Mr.  Milton’s  caft  and  fancy  in  his  book,  namely,  Para¬ 
dife  Loft.  Him  I  have  followed  much  in  his  method,  and  have 
oeen  otherwife  beholden  too,  how  much  I  leave  them  to  judge, 
but  I  have  ufed  a  more  plain  and  familiar  ftyle,  becaufe  I  con¬ 
ceive  it  moft  proper.” — Poems  of  Sa?nuel  Slater ,  Pref.  1679. 

P.cviii.  See  Sterling’s  Arts  and  Artifts  in  Spain, vol.  3,  p.  1048. 
uHis(Medina’s)Pain  tings  feem  almoft  confined  toScotland, where 
he  refided.  He  was  knighted  by  the  Lord  High  Commiflioner 
Queenfbury,  and  was  the  laft  man  on  whom  the  honour  was 
conferred  before  the  Union.  In  a  fhort  vifit  to  England  he  pro¬ 
bably  defigned  his  twelve  Plates  for  Somers’  Milton,  fo.  1705. 
In  thefe  he  difplayed  no  very  high  powers  of  appreciating  his 
author,  but  they  were  thought  worthy  of  being  reproduced  in  a 
fmaller  form.  He  died  5  061.  1 7 10.  His  pidture  is  at  the  Gal¬ 
lery  at  Florence.  He  has  received  the  fomewhat  dubious  praife 
of  being  called  the  Knellerof  the  North.”  There  is  fome  mif- 
take  in  the  date  given  by  Mr.  Sterling.  The  4th  edition,  folio, 
1699,  was  the  firlt  which  had  Medina' s  Plates.  Book  iv.  has  a 
Plate  after  B.  Lens,  Senr.  and  Book  xii.  one  taken  from  Ra¬ 
phael’s  Bible. 

P.  cix.  Mr.  Hawkins  has  obferved  (vide  Life  of  Milton,  p. 
Ixv.  note)  that  the  Angeleida  of  Erafmus  V alvafone,  1 590,  a  book 
Milton  is  fuppofed  to  have  feen,  attributes  to  the  Apofate  Spirits 
the  invention  of  Artillery.  I  may  add  that  in  reading  the  Zodi- 
acus  Vitae  of  Palingenius,  1559,  I  found  the  fame  dif cover y  given 
to  the  fame  fallen  angels.  The  paflage  is  fo  curious,  in  this  and 
other  refpedts,  as  to  deferve  quotation,  efpecially  as  it  is  not  al¬ 
luded  to  in  Mr.  Todd’s  edition.  The  poet  is  defcribing,  as  Mil- 
ton  has,  the  various  fallen  Potentates. 

Sarcotheumque  vide,  qui  rex  eft  primus,  et  idem 
Peffimus  ;  hunc  alii  reges  metuuntque  coluntque 
Huic  fervit  quicquid  tenet  orbis  daemoniorum 
A  quo  ceu  quodam  centro,  genus  omne  malorum 
Emicat,  ut  radii  Solis  de  corpore  manant. 

Afpexi  hunc  igitur,  faevum  horribilemque,  fuperbo 
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Extantem  Solio,  fcelerataque  Sceptra  tenentem. 

Sanguinise  criftae  huic  furgunt,  et  cornua  feptem 
Ere6fa,  et  totidem  ingentes  referenda  turres. 

Auribus  atque  oculis  lucent,  et  naribus  ignes 
Oraque  fumofas  evolvunt  grandia  flammas. 

Heu  quot  habet  fecum  ccmites ,  quantafque  Phalanges , 

InJlruPtas  telis ,  et  bombiferis  tormentis . 

life  tyrannus  agit,  tanquam  perfringere  coelum. 

Vellet,  et  setherea  fuperos  depellere  ab  aula,  * 

Tunc  mihi  dudlor  ait — Fuit  hie  pulcherrimus  olim 
Supremoque  Jovi  chariffimus  :  at  mala  Mentis 
Conditio,  et  laetis  cognata  fuperbia  rebus 
Attulit  exitium  mifero,  par  namque  volebat 
EJJe  Deo ,  cupiens  cequalem  fedis  honorem  ; 

Proinde  relegari  meruit,  juflufque  Michael 

Conftituit  certos  illi  inter  nubila  fines 

Saepe  tamen  prifese  laudis,  veterumque  bonorum 

Non  oblitus  adhuc,  et  fpe  delufus  inani 

Bella  movet  fuperis,  coelumque  irrumpere  tentat 

Hinc  fragor,  hinc  tonitrus,  metuendaque  fulmina  fiunt 

Horrificique  ignes  nigranti  nube  corufcan-t,  &c.” 

Sagittarius ,  p.  289,  ed.  1605* 

It  certainly  ftrikes  me  that  Milton  took  his  deferiptive  ac¬ 
count  of  the  various  leaders  of  the  rebellious  Angels,  in  the 
firfi:  book,  from  this  book  of  Palingenius  ( Sagittarius ),  for  they 
are  enumerated  in  the  fame  manner  as  each  prefiding  over  the 
various  vices  that  tempt  and  afjdidl  mankind.  At  any  rate  the  paf- 
fage  is  fo  curious  and  entertaining,  as  will  well  repay  the  reader’s 
trouble  in  turning  to  it.  Scaliger  juftly  called  Palingenius  (Pier 
Angelo  Manfoli)  Poeta  non  fpernendus .  vide  Scaligeriana,  ime. 

P.  cix.  In  Paradife  Loft  xi.  495,  we  meet  with  an  apparent 
mixture  of  imagery  and  expreffion,  that  might  have  called  up  the 
obfervaticn  of  fome  one  of  the  numerous  Commentators  \  but 
there  is  no  note  in  Mr.  Todd’s  edition. 

“  Sight  fo  deform,  what  heart  of  rock  could  long 
Dry -eyed  behold  ?  ” 

I  may  therefore  obferve  that  the  Chriftian  Poet  Sedulius  has  the 
expreffion,  u  ut  Cordis  oculos  interior  caligo  deferuit.”  See  Sedulii 
Carm.  ed.  Arntzenii,  p.  3. 

There  is  alfo  an  expreffion  in  Paradife  Regained  which,  as  none 
of  the  Commentators  have  touched  on,  I  maybe  excufed  explain¬ 
ing  and  this  place  offers  an  opportunity. 

“  Their  fumptuous  gluttonies  and  gorgeous  feafts 
On  citron  tables  or  Atlantick  floneD — P.  R.  iv.  114. 
Citron  wood  grew  on  Mount  Atlas,  and  was  held  by  the  Romans 
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as  valuable  as  gold.  Martial,  Ep.  xiv.  89.  <c  Accipe  felices 
Atlantica  munera,  fylvas.”  cc  Atlantic  ftone,”  the  Commentators 
fay,  was  never  heard  of ;  nor  can  they  explain  the  meaning  of 
the  expreffion. 

I  can  find  no  account  of  Atlantic  marble  in  the  learned  work 
of  Cariophylus  de  Ant.  Marmoribus.  But  I  believe  that  I  have 
detedted  the  true  meaning  of  a  Atlantic  ffone,”  which  has  efcaped 
the  Commentators.  Pliny  mentions  that  the  woods  of  Atlas 
were  eagerly  fearched  by  the  Romans  for  citron  wood  and  ivory. 
Hi/i.  Nat.  lib.  5,  c.  1.  1,  p.  366,  ed.  Brot.  <c  Quam  luxuriae 
cujus  efficaciffima  visffentitur  atque  maxima,  cum  ebori  citroque 
filvae  exquirantur.”  Diod.  Siculus  joins  them,  lib.  v.  c.  xlvi. 
vol.  3.  P-  355’  ed-  BiP-  “  TOC  9v£S[AOCTOC  too  vocob  QaO/XCCO'TOCg 
EX£l  kolt ocTHtvocg  If  bc^yv^ou  hoc)  %£Wo£  Al  ApavTog^  etl  Pe  Ououg 
d'E$YifMougyri{AEva$ fo  the  author  of  the  Apocalypfe ,  xviii.  12,  <c  ttocv 
ZoXoV)  SoivoV)  hoc)  vsccv  aKEuog  eXeQocvtivov/’.  Suidas  and  Paufanias  alfo 
mention  them  together.  We  may  therefore  confider  tc  Atlantic 
ftone”  to  be  a  learned  and  poetical  way  for  naming  the  uEbur 
Atlanticum  and  Pliny  alfo  fays  that  the  foreffs  in  Mauritania 
were  filled  with  elephants,  lib.  v.  c.  1.  1.  vol.  1,  p.  364,  the  fame 
forefts  which  afforded  the  citron  wood.  Should  u  ffone  ”  be 
ffill  thought  a  fingular  expreffion  for  ivory,  it  may  be  obferved 
that  foffil  ivory  might  have  been  fought  for  ;  and  that  Pliny,  lib. 
xxxvi.  c.  xxix.  18,  vol.  6,  p.  230,  mentions  a  mineral  ivory , 
which  he  calls  a  Jlone.  u  Citrus  arbor  in  Atalante  Mauritaniae 
monte  nafcitur,  ex  qua  olim  faciebant  ledfos  fores  et  menfas ,  quas 
eboreis  pedibus  fulcientes  feminae,  viris  contra  margaritas  regere- 
bant.  Cato  in  ea,  quam  habuit,  oratione,  ne  quis  conful  bis 
fieret :  Dicere  poffum,  quibus  villae  atque  aedes  aedificatae  atque 
expolitae  maximo  opere,  citro,  atque,  ebore ,  atque  pavimentis  Pce- 
nicis  Jlent ” — Auf.  Popmcz  Not.  in  Fragm.  Varronis,  ed.  Bipont.  p. 

349- 

P.  cix.  <c  Think  of  the  fathomlefs  abyls,  a  gloom  impervious, 
fire  without  light ,  in  darknefs  burning,  but  not  fhining.”  See  Ba- 
lil,  tranflated  by  Boyd,  in  his  Seledf  Paffages,  p.  237,  2nd  ed. 
1810.  We  now  fee  from  whom  Milton  derived  that  celebrated 
paffage  in  the  firfl  book  of  his  Paradife  Loft — 

<c  yet  from  thefe  flames 
No  light,  but  rather  darknefs  vifible,”  See. 

From  a  Correfipondent. 

P.  cx.  “  He  (Dr.  Arnold)  ufed  frequently  to  dwell  on  this  ef- 
fentially  mix'd  character  of  all  human  things :  as,  for  example,  in 
his  principle  of  the  application  of  prophecy  to  human  events  or 
perfons  :  fo  too  his  charadterijlic  difiike  of  Milton' s  reprefientation 
of  Satan.  c  By  giving  a  human  likenefs  and  representing  him 
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as  a  bad  man,  you  neceflarily  get  Tome  images  of  what  is  good  as 
well  as  of  what  is  bad.  For  no  living  man  is  entirely  evil.  Even 
Banditti  have  fome  generous  qualities.  Whereas  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  Devil  Jhould  be  purely  and  entirely  evil ,  without  a  tinge 
of  good,  as  that  of  God  Should  be  purely  and  entirely  good,  with¬ 
out  a  tinge  of  evil :  and  you  can  no  more  get  the  one  than  the 
other  from  anything  human.  With  the  heathen  it  was  different. 
Their  Gods  were  themfelves  made  up  of  good  and  evil,  and  fo 
might  well  be  mix’d  up  with  human  aflociations.  The  hoof  and 
the  horns  and  the  tail  are  all  ufeful  in  their  way  as  giving  you  an 
image  of  Something  altogether  difgufting.  And  fo  Mephiftopheles 
in  Fauft,  and  the  other  contemptible  and  hateful  character  of  the 
little  monfterin  Sintram,are far  more  true  than  the  Paradife  Lofld” 
■ — See  Life  of  Arnold ,  ii.  p.  408.  To  this  I  may  add,  that  a 
Strong  inftance  of  this  mixed  character  given  to  Satan,  as  here  ob¬ 
served  on,  maybe  found  in  Book  iv.  p.  387,  where  Satan  is  con¬ 
templating  Adam  and  Eve  in  their  ftate  of  Paradifiacal  innocence, 
and  utters  Sentiments  Seemingly  at  variance  with  his  loft  condition 
and  his  evil  nature ;  at  leaft  they  have  always  appeared  to  me 
objedtionable  and  unnatural. 

ct  And  Should  I  at  your  harmlefs  innocence 
Melt ,  as  I  do  ;  yet  public  reafon  juft 
Honour  and  Empire,  with  revenge  inlarged 
By  conquering  this  new  World,  compels  me  now 
' To  do  what  elfe ,  tho 9  damnd ,  I  Jhould  abhor.” 

In  a  preceding  verfe  Satan  alfo  fays, 

“  Thank  him  who  puts  me  loath  to  this  revenge  !  ” 

The  reader  is  alfo  referred  to  a  moft  judicious  note  by  Mr. 
Hawkins,  8vo.  ed.  of  Newton’s  Milton,  i.  xcviii. 

As  regards  the  character  of  Satan  in  Paradife  Regained,  Mr. 
Coleridge  fays:  cc  Milton  has  reprefented  Satan  as  a  Sceptical So- 
cinian.  See  Book  iv.  ver.  196. 

c  Be  not  fo  fore  offended,  Son  of  God, 

Though  Sons  of  God  both  angels  are  and  men.’ 

Again  verfe  500, 

‘  Then  hear,  O  Son  of  David,  Virgin-born 
For  Son  of  God  to  me  is  yet  in  doubt.’ 

Milton  has  reprefented  Satan  as  owning  the  Prophetic  and 
Meflianic  character  of  Chrift,  but  fceptical  as  to  higher  claims.’’ 

P.  cx.  Mr.  C.  Carlyon,  in  his  Early  Tears  and  Late  Refec¬ 
tions ,  quotes  from  Leflie’s  Sermon  on  the  words  u  There  was  war 
in  Heaven,”  (Rev.  xii.)  and  mentions  the  very  objedtionable  liber¬ 
ties  which  had  been  taken  with  fome  important  paffages  of  Holy 
Writ,  particularly  inftancing  the  7th  verfe  of  Pf.  xi.  cc  The  gra¬ 
vity  and  ferioufnefs,”  he  obferves,a  with  which  this  fubjedl ought 
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to  be  treated,  has  not  been  regarded  in  the  adventurous  flight  of 
Poets ,  who  have  dreffed  angels  in  armour  and  put  fwords  and  guns 
into  their  hands,  to  fulminate  battles  in  the  plains  of  heaven  ;  a 
fort  of  heathen  fancy.  Butthe  truth  has  beengreatly  hurtthereby. 

“  This  is  one  reafon  why  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  a  more 
ferious  reprefentation  of  that  war  in  Heaven,  and  I  hope  I  may  fay- 
much  better  grounded  than  Milton's  groundless  fuppojition ,  who 
in  the  5th  Book  of  his  Paradife  Loft  makes  the  caul'e  of  the  re¬ 
volt  of  Lucifer  and  his  Angels  to  have  been, —  That  God  upon  a 
certain  day  in  Heaven ,  before  the  creation  of  this  lower  world ,  did 
Summon  all  the  Angels  to  attend ,  and  then  declared  his  Son  to  be 
their  Lord  and  King ,  and  applies  to  that  day  the  7th  verfe  of  the 
2nd  Pfalm, — £  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee/ 
The  folly  of  this  contrivance  appears  many  ways.  To  make 
the  angels  ignorant  of  the  Blefled  Trinity,  and  to  take  it  ill  to 
acknowledge  Him  for  their  King,  whom  they  had  always  ad- 
dr  e  fled  as  their  God, — or  as  if  the  Son  had  not  been  their  King, 
or  had  not  been  begotten  till  that  day.  This  fcheme  of  the  An¬ 
gels’  revolt  cannot  anfwer  either  to  the  eternal  generation  of  the 
Son,  or  to  his  temporal  generation  of  the  Blefled  Virgin,  that 
happening  after  the  fall  of  the  Angels,”  See. 

P.  cx.  On  the  difficulties  of  the  fubjedt  of  Paradife  Loft,  fee 
Mr.  Henry  Taylors  Notes  on  Books ,  p.  200-202.  “We  at 
lea  ft  cannot  doubt  that  Milton’s  great  W  ork  is  a  continued  ftrug- 
gle  with  infuperable  difficulties,  and  that  the  vidfory  gained  is  a 
vidfory,  not  over  the  difficulties ,  but  independently  of  them — a  vic¬ 
tory  in  which  the  faults  of  the  defign  ftand  out  unfubdued  in  the 
execution :  and  the  triumphsall  here  are  thofe  of  unrivalled  power 
of  intelledf  deftroying  them  :  affording  a  flight  compenfation  for 
the  faults,  but  not  in  any  degree  averting,  not  even  difguifing 
them.  Admire  and  applaud  as  we  may,  we  cannot  but  be  pain¬ 
fully  fenfible,  as  often  as  the  fupernatural  agencies  occur,  that 
the  author  has  fet  out  on  a  fallacious  plan  and  character  from 
the  firft  ;  and  when  mounting  the  flying  fteed  and  prefling  into 
the  theme  of  heaven,  he  has  evidently  flighted  the  warning  to 
which  he  himfelf  alludes,  and  has  in  fad  truth  fallen  on  the 
Aleian  field,  erroneous  there  to  wander  !  and  the  more  relief  and 
delight  we  find  in  the  parts  of  the  Poem  which  are  bound  in  this 
vifible  diurnal  fphere,  and  the  more  we  find  of  furpafling  ex¬ 
cellence  in  the  deferiptive  and  collateral  paflages,  the  more  we 
lament  the  miftake  of  the  Poet  in  adopting  a  fcheme  fo  utterly 
impradficable,  exalting  our  imagination  at  the  outfet,  only  to 
abafe  it  as  we  proceed — a  Scheme  of  fuch  celeftial  dignity  in  its 
aim  and  fcope,  that  every  detail  is  in  derogation  of  it,  and  every 
realization  felt  to  be  falfe  to  the  ideal,”  &c.  &c. 
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P.  cxiv.  The  late  Thomas  Amyot,  Efq.  in  a  letter  to  the 
Editor. 

P.  cxvii.  cc  In  Paradife  Regained,”  fays  the  Rev.  C.  Wordf- 
worth,  “  the  only  topographical  inaccuracy  conflfts  in  the  ftte 
of  the  Lycaeum  :  it  is  there  placed  within ,  inftead  of  without 
the  walls.” — Lib.  iv.  1.  253. 

- ‘  Within  the  walls  then  view 

The  fchools  of  ancient  fages,  his  who  bred 
Great  Alexander  to  fubdue  the  world, 

Lycceum  there  and  painted  Stoa  next.’  ” 

See  W or djw  or  til  s  Athens ,  p.  177. 

P.  cxxi.  Of  Milton ,  Sir  James  Mackintofh  thus  fpeaks: — 
u  Perhaps  the  fubtle  genius  of  Greece  was  in  part  withheld  from 
indulging  itfelf  in  ethical  controverfy  by  the  influence  of  Socrates, 
who  was  much  more  a  teacher  of  virtue  than  even  a  fearcher 
after  truth.  \ 

Whom  well  infpired,  the  oracle  pronounced 
Wife  ft  of  men. 

It  was  doubtlefs  becaufe  he  chofe  that  better  part  that  he  was 
thus  fpoken  of  by  the  man  whofe  commendation  was  glory,  and 
who,  from  the  loftieft  eminence  of  moral  genius  ever  reached  by 
a  mortal,  was  perhaps  alone  worthy  to  place  a  new  crown  on  the 
brow  of  the  Martyr  of  Virtue.” — v.  Progrefs  of  Ethical  Philo- 
fophy ,  p.  18. 

P.  cxxvi.  The  following  note  was  fent  to  me  by  a  gentleman, 
and  I  fubfequently  faw  the  buft.  The  judgment  of  the  public 
does  not  feem  to  have  fupported  the  opinion  here  given. 

“The  Rev.  Charles  Woodward,  of  18,  Thayer-ftreet,  Man- 
chefter-fquare,  poflefles  a  buft  of  Milton  about  half  the  ftze 
of  life  in  white  marble  in  Florentine  coftume.  It  is  an  exquifite 
work  of  art  and  conveys  a  more  beautiful  likenefs  of  the  great 
Poet  than  any  print  known,  but  agrees  with  thehead  by  Faithorne, 
allowing  for  the  difference  of  age.  It  was  fent  from  Florence  in 
1827,  and  was  called  a  buft  of  Raphael  by  the  dealer.  No 
doubt  that  is  the  identical  buft  mentioned  by  Thomas  Warton 
in  a  note  to  the  Minor  Poems,  p.  333,  and  in  the  Life  to  the  Al- 
dine  ed.  p.  xx.” 

P.  cxxix.  In  Georgii  Richteri  Epiftolce  Seleffiores ,  Norimb. 
1662,  4to.  is  a  letter  from  Chriftopher  Arnold  to  him,  dated 
from  London  7  Auguft,  1651,  in  which  he  gives  a  very  inter- 
efting  and  entertaining  account  of  the  perfons, parties, and  objedts 
of  curioflty  he  met  with.  Among  others  he  thus  makes  men¬ 
tion  of  Milton. 

<c  Hujufdem  (Reipublicae  novae)  ftrenuus  Defenfor  Mil- 
tonus,  libenter  fe  in  fermonem  dat,  pura  ejus  elocutio  eft,  et 
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fcriptioterfiflima.  De  antiquis  Anglorum  Theologis,horumque 
inS.  Scripturaelibroscommentariis(ipfam  eruditionem  teftorjfane 
dodliffimis  durius  faltem,  fi  non  iniquius  judicare  judicium,  om- 
nino  is  mihi  videbatur.” — p.483.  Again,  u  Jo.  Milton ,  Celebris 
ille  Populi  Anglicani  defenfor,  olim  et  Areopagitica  confignavit, 
A  fpeech  for  the  Liberty  of  unlicenfed  Printing  to  the  Parlament 
ofEngeland.  i. Sermonem  libertate  five  licentia  imprimendi  libros, 
ad  Parlamentum  Angliae,  contra  hujus  conftitutionem  qua  non 
nifi  cum  licentia  approbatos  imprimere  permiffum  erat.  Percu- 
riofus  Scriptor  ifte  jam  pridem  hodiernam  libertatem,  hoc  eft, 
A.  c.  1644,  in  Areopagiticis  fuis  cogitafte  mihi  videtur.’ — p.  491. 
This  paftage  was  brought  to  my  notice  by  Thos.  Watts,  Efq. 
of  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  who  alfo  pointed  out  to  me  the  paftage 
I  have  quoted  from  the  Dutch  Tranllation  of  Paradife  Loft. 

P.  cxxx.  On  the  influence  of  Plato  on  Milton’s  genius,  fee 
Edinburgh  Review,  No.  clxxvi.  p.  335,  &c. 

P.  cxxx.  17.  I  now  add  the  Emendations,  &c.  in  a  Copy  of 
Aratus,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Milton ,  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum, 

Apcxtou  AohEug  <paivo(AEVtx  kou  AioaE/xEia,  Qecovos  S^oAia,  A sovrioo  Mh- 
xaviKov  7TEpi  AguTEiag  cnpougas.  Parifiis  1559-  4°  Apud  G.  Mo- 
relium. 

[On  the  two  Tides  of  Morel’s  device  this  line.] 
u  Cum  foie  et  luna  femper  Aratus  erit.” 

[In  the  fly  leaf] 

“  Jo :  Milton 
pre  :  2s  6d 
I63i.” 

UUTYIV, 

KEtpOCM  7 £  /. IEV  UKpy. 

[the  latter  part  of  the  line  is 
added  in  manufcript,with  this 
note  in  the  margin]  u  Ex 
aliis  editionibus  fupplemus.” 

f IEV . 

[with  this  note  in  the  margin] 
fxviv  nifi  fubfit  mendum  inu- 
fitate  corripitur. 

[note  in  margin]  Hoel^ev  pro 
e^siisv  flc  enim  emendarat  vir 
dodtus  aliquis  in editione  Lug- 
dunenfi  Degatiana. 
n 


Paragraph  6,  line  9,  auyv. 
Par.  8,  1.  4. 

NwTtt  fJLEV  (ETECpOiVOg  TTEXtXEl. 


Par.  ii,1.  5 


Par.  ii,1.  12.  rifoifev. 
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Par.  ii,  1.  1 7.  fiosg  aporpa. 
Par.  1 1,  1.  29.  t’  e^eiexOe. 


f  /  \ 

QUVQV. 


Par.  16,  1.  3. 

Par.  19,  1.  8.  TTpOTEpOlX. 

Par.  19,  1.  14.  axpug, 


[in  margin]  legendum  fortafle 

\  >/ 

JiOLl  CCOO TgOC. 

[in  margin]  te%e[e<tQe  Lugdun. 
a  themate  tekoo. 

[in  margin]  oupavov  Lugdun. 

vrpoTspoig. 

[in  margin]  oixpog  Lugdun. 


In  the  comment  on  paragraph  24  occurs  this  paflage  : 

q)Yl( t)  (pEUyElV  TYlV  ’HA£/£T p<XV  TOO  fJLY]  UTTOflsTvai  IOeTv  TOV  Y}AlOV  aXlCTXOfAEV'rlV 

kcci  Toug  ixyovoug  oi/cnux>ouvTag.)  5zc.  &c.  there  is  an  afterifL 
after  faiovy  and  in  the  margin  the  words  “  fupple  rpoiav." 


Par.  28,  1.  2.  pvTYipa. 
Par.  32,  1.  I.  T oicg  xou. 


puropa. 

[in  margin]  eov  fortafle  interpo- 
nendum. 


Par.  32,  1.  5.  oEivy. 

Par.  39,  i.  7.  vrporEpov. 
Par.  43,  1.  5.  cruvEpy[jL£Voi. 

Par.  44,  1.  7.  £<*. 


uTroazcig. 

Par.  44,  1.  II.  ^y  apeivovEg* 
Par.  46,  1.  6.  t  otgov. 

Par.  56,  1.  I4.  E'AEEITITO. 

Par.  58,  1.  2.  Vila. 

Par.  64,  1.  4.  Oc 7ov  EmcxiaZsiv. 
Par.  65,  1.  7.  H  eteuv. 

Par.  66,  1.  3.  f ieAei . 

Par,  73,  1.  6.  ouuoQev. 

Par.  85,  1.  3.  [AX  Axxev. 

Par.  88,  1.  3.  w  acrm^cov. 


cfsivcp  Lugd. 

TTpOTEpOl. 

CTVVEEpy[AEVX. 

yj. 

the  xai  which  follows  ftruck 
through,  and  this  note  in 
margin,  <c  dele  xai  et  lege 
touto  pro  rrov9\’> 

[in  margin]  Trapacrrag  videtur 
legiffe  Theon. 

[in  margin]  yAya  [xslovEg.  Lugd. 
rofcv. 

EAeAEL7TTC. 

vEiara. 

*f  i  f 

ocraov  ETTiaxiasiv* 
i]E  T EUV.  Stef. 

[aeAoi.  Stef. 

oupavodEV. 

[xxA a  7iev. 

[in  margin]  >iua  fi  c 

emendatius  legit  Stephanus  in 
Thefauro. 


Par.  91,  1.  I.  au£ai.  av£ai. 

Par,  91,  1.  4.  axpa.  axpag. 
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P.  cxxxi.  Dr.  Ireland  fays — c<  It  may  be  obferved  here  that 
Maffinger  was  not  unknown  to  Milton.  The  date  of  fome  of 
Milton’s  early  poems  indeed  is  not  exactly  afcertained  ;  but  if 
the  reader  will  compare  the  fpeech  of  Pauloy  with  the  Penferofo , 
he  cannot  fail  to  remark  a  fimilarity  in  the  cadences,  as  well 
as  in  the  meafure,  and  the  folemnity  of  the  thoughts.  .  .  On 
many  other  occafions,  he  certainly  refembles  Maffinger,  and  fre¬ 
quently  in  his  reprefentations  of  female  purity,  and  the  com¬ 
manding  dignity  of  virtue.”  See  Gifford's  Maffinger ,  v.  iii.  p. 
107.  Mr.  Gifford  had  obferved,  vol.  i.  p.  141,  that  Milton  has  the 
fame  bold  expreffion  as  Maffinger — u  Saii-ftretched  Wings.” — 
To  which  I  may  add  Par.  Reg.  vol.  iv.  p.  267.  “  To  the  famous 

orators  repair.”-— See  Emperor  of  the  Eaf. — aThe  mod  fa¬ 
mous  orators ,  the  nurfe  of  learning,  Athens.” — Indeed  Milton’s 
Reading  may  be  traced  through  many  of  our  old  Dramatic  writers. 
I  have  in  a  former  publication  many  years  fince,  remarked  that 
the  memorable  and  graphic  expreffion  in  Par.  Reg.  1. 

—  Satan  bowing  low 
His  grey  Diffmulation  thus  began  ; 
is  from  Ford's  Broken  Hearty  add  iv.  fc.  2. 

Lay  by  thy  whining  grey  Diffmulation. 

“  The  ftyle  of  Maffinger’s  plays,”  fays  Mr.  Coleridge,  cc  and 
the  Samfon  Agoniftes  are  the  two  extremes  of  the  arc  within 
which  the  diCtion  of  Dramatic  Poetry  may  ofcillate.  Shakefpeare 
in  his  great  Plays  is  the  midpoint.  In  the  Samfon  Agoniftes  all 
colloquial  language  is  at  the  greateft  diftance,  yet  fomething 
of  it  is  preferved  to  render  the  dialogue  probable  ;  in  Maffinger 
the  ftyle  is  differenced,  but  differenced  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
poffible  from  animated  converfation  by  the  vein  of  Poetry.” — See 
Fable  Falk ,  vol.  ii.  p.  12 1. 

P.  cxxxiii.  u  It  was  the  error  of  Milton,  Sydney,  and  others 
of  that  age,  to  think  it  poffible  to  conftrudt  a  purely  ariftocratical 
government,  defecated  of  all  paffion  and  ignorance  and  fordid 
motives.  The  truth  is,  that  the  government  would  be  weak 
from  its  utter  want  of  fympathy  with  the  people  to  be  governed 
by  it.” — Coleridge's  Fable  Falk ,  vol.  ii.  p.  54. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature,  Sir  T.  Phi¬ 
lips  prefented  them  with  extracts  from  a  MS.  Letter  of  Milton 
to  Cromwell ,  purporting  to  be  the  fketch  of  a  republic  which  he 
had  devifed  as  a  model  of  perfection. 

P.  cxxxvi.  July  7.  Three  Judges,  Powell,  Holloway,  and 
Milton,  difmifled.  This  laft  was  Sir  Chriftopher  Milton,  faid  to 
have  been  the  brother  of  the  poet ;  in  the  letter  Sir  Chriftopher 
is  thus  mentioned, — <c  The  laft  [/.  e.  Milton],  Catholic  as  he  is, 
yet  has  the  misfortune  to  be  turned  out,  as  fome  fay,  for  infuf- 
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ftciency  and  incapacity  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  his  place,  though 
others  give  it  out  that  he  defired  it  himfelf  by  reafon  of  his  age 
and  other  infirmities.” 

P.  cxxxvii.  The  following  account  of  Chriftopher  Milton  has 
been  obligingly  furnifhed  to  the  Editor  by  his  friend  D.  E.  Davy, 
Efq.,  of  Ufford,  Suffolk. 

“  Sir  Chriftopher  Milton  was  a  lawyer,  of,  I  believe,  no 
great  credit  for  knowledge  of  his  profeftion.  He  was  a  ftrong 
royalift  and  a  profefted  Papift.  On  the  24th  of  April,  1686,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  vice  Neville. 
He  did  not  hold  his  fituation  long,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  admits  that 
from  weaknefs  of  conftitution  he  retired  before  he  had  done  any 
difreputable  a£f.  He  was  knighted  at  Whitehall  the  25th  of 
April,  1686  :  he  was  then  living  at  Rufhmere  ;  but  it  feeras  he 
afterwards  reftded  at  Ipfwich,  where  he  died,  and  was  buried  in 
the  church  of  St.  Nicholas  there,  22  March,  1692.  He  was 
baptized  at  All  Hallows,  Bread  Street,  London,  3  December, 
1615.  He  married  Thomafine,  daughter  of  William  Webber, 
of  London,  who  died  before  her  huIFand,  and  was  buried  in 
St.  Nicholas  church,  Ipfwich.  They  had  one  fon,  Thomas 
Milton,  Efq.  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery,  who  by 
his  wife,  Martha,  daughter  of  Charles  Fleetwood,  of  North¬ 
ampton  (remarried  to  William  Coward,  M.D.  of  London  and 
Ipfwich),  had  a  daughter,  of  Grofvenor  Street,  London,  houfe- 
keeper  to  Dr.  Seeker.  She  died  26  July,  1769. 

“  The  authorities  for  the  foregoing  account  are,  Evelyn' s 
Memoirs ,  vol.  i.  p.  596  ;  Beat  fon' s  Pol.  Index ,  vol.  ii.  p.  313; 
Le  Neve's  Knights  made  by  fames  II.  ;  MS.  Brit.  Muf.  ;  Mal¬ 
colm's  London ,  vol.  ii.  p.  10  ;  Todd's  Life  of  Milton ,  1809,  p. 
166;  Newton's  Life  of  Milton,  vol.  i.  pp.  Ixxvii.  and  lxxviii. ; 
Gwillyrn ,  p.  210. 

“hour  new  judges  were  appointed,  who  had  taken  the  royal 
teft  by  declaring  their  belief  in  the  unlimited, illimitable, and  eter¬ 
nal  nature  of  the  difpenftng  power.  One  of  thefe  was  the  brother 
of  the  author  of  Paradife  Loft  and  of  the  Defence  of  the  People 
of  England  for  putting  Charles  I.  to  death.  Sir  Chriftopher 
Milton,  recommended  by  Herbert,  was  in  all  refpedls  a  ftriking 
contrail  to  John,  as  he  was  not  only  a  favourer  of  Popery,  and  a 
friend  to  arbitrary  power,  but  the  dulleft  of  mankind.” — See 
Lord  Campbell's  Chief  Juflices^  vol.  ii.  p.  87.  u  Although  not 
reconciled  to  Rome,  he  came  fo  near  her,  that  he  would  not 
communicate  with  the  Church  of  England.” — See  Lchard's 
Hifiory ,  vol.  iii.  p.  797.  Kennet ,  vol.  iii.  451. 

P.  cxxxviii.  In  thepreface  to  Paludanus’s  (or  Vanden  Broek’s) 
Dutch  tranflation  of  the  Paradife  Loft,  publiftied  in  1730,  there 
is  a  circumftantial  accountof  Addifon’s  vifit  toMilton’s daughter, 
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which  Paludanus  fays  he  had  heard  from  an  Englifh  gentleman. 
It  occupies  about  an  odlavo  page,  and  contains  fome  particulars 
which  I  have  never  feen  in  Englifh. 

u  I  fhall  conclude  this  preface  with  fomething  to  the  honour 
of  Mr.  Addifon,  which  was  told  me  by  a  gentleman  who  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  England.  It  is  as  follows  :• — Some  years  ago,  Mr.  Addi¬ 
fon,  whofe  reputation  is  as  high  for  virtue  and  genius  as  for  the 
fervices  he  rendered  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  various  im¬ 
portant  ftations,  happened  to  hear  that  a  daughter  of  Mr,  Milton 
was  ftill  living  and  refident  in  London  in  one  of  the  pooreft  parts 
of  the  town.  He  fet  off  for  the  place  in  his  carriage,  and  when 
on  his  arrival  the  door  was  knocked  at  and  enquiry  made  if  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Milton  refided  within,  the  perfon  who  opened 
the  door  replied  that  fhe  herfelf  was  his  daughter.  Knowing 
from  the  biography  of  Milton,  that  fometimes  in  his  ffudies  and 
particularly  in  his  blindnefs,  during  which  his  incomparable  poem 
was  compofed,  he  had  had  Greek  and  Latin  authors  read  to  him 
aloud  by  his  daughters,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they  had  been 
acquainted  with  the  claffical  languages,  Mr.  Addifon  afked  Mrs. 
Milton  if  (he  happened  to  have  a  Greek  Homer  at  hand,  and  on 
her  anfwering  in  the  affirmative,  requefled  her  to  let  him  fee  it. 
She  brought  it  to  him,  and  read  fome  pages  of  the  Iliad  aloud  in 
Greek,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  that  a  perfon  who  was  completely 
maffer  of  the  Greek  language  could  not  have  done  it  better. 
Mr.  Addifon  feeing  from  this  that  fhe  was  really  a  daughter  of 
Milton’s,  expreffed  his  regret  that  the  offspring  of  fo  great  a  man 
fhould  be  reduced  to  narrow  circumftances,  almo^l  to  poverty, 
and  gave  her  at  the  fame  time  a  handful  of  gold  with  the  promife 
that  he  would  continue  to  fupport  her,  a  promife  which  this 
noble-minded  man  no  doubt  did  not  fail  to  peform  till  his  own 
death  or  that  of  Mrs.  Milton.  This  anecdote,  reader,  I  thought 
myfelf  bound  to  relate,  in  juftice  to  Mr.  Addifon’s  memory,  and 
to  fhow  the  ingratitude  of  the  times  which  left  in  negledf  the 
family  of  the  moll  learned  and  perfect  poet  that  England,  or 
perhaps  the  whole  world  has  ever  produced.” 

P.  cxlvi.  Mr.  Coleridge  has  protefted  againfl  profaning  the 
u  awful  name  of  Milton  by  affociating  it  with  the  epithet  Puri¬ 
tan Yet  he  would  not  have  wholly  departed  from  the  opinion 
of  a  well  known  writer,  now  among  us,  who  calls  <c  this  puri- 
tanifm  of  ours,” — that  is,  the  thing  itfelf  in  its  pure,  rather 
than  puritanical  form,  u  among  the  nobleft  heroifms  that  ever 
tranfadfed  itfelf  on  this  earth.’’ — v.  Appendix  to  Coleridge's  Bio- 
graphia  Literaria ,  vol.  i.  p.  n,  p.  335.  On  the  proper  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  word  Puritan ,  fee  Burnet’s  Life  of  Bedell,  p.  361. 
a  Perhaps  you  have  met  with  fome  more  fanatical  Brownijis  or 
Anabaptifls ,  whom  here  you  call  Puritans.  But  thefe  that  are 
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commonly  fo  called,  which  differ  from  the  Church  of  England 
about  church-government  and  ceremonies  only,  give  indeed  too 
little  to  the  authority  of  thofe  how  truly  learned  or  ancient 
foever ;  which  is  their  fault,  and  their  great  fault,”  &c. — App . 
p.  380.  <c  That  alfo  is  falfe  in  the  aftertion  that  the  Puritans 
deny  the  Church  of  England  to  be  a  true  church.  Unlefs  the 
Puritans  and  Brownifts  be  with  you  all  one,  which  you  have 
made  divers  fedls  above,  and  then  you  were  to  blame  thus  to  mul¬ 
tiply  names  before,  fo  now  again  to  confound  them.” 

P.  civ.  In  the  Melanges  de  Critique  et  Philologie  par  S. 
Chardon  de  la  Pochette ,  vol.  ii.  p.  302-332,  is  a  very  learned  and 
interefting  account  of  Leonard  Philaras,  the  correfpondent  of 
Milton,  whofe  name,  M.  de  la  Rochette  fays,  does  not  appear  in 
any  Hiftorical  Didlionary. — u  Aucun  de  nos  didtionnaires  hif- 
toriques,aucun  biographe  n’a  parle  de  ceperfonnagequi  pourtanta 
rempli  des  millions  importantes  en  Europe,  qui  aimait  et  cultivait 
les  lettres  et  qui  etait  en  relation  avec  les  hommes  les  plus  illuftres 
de  fon  temps,”  &c.  He  died  in  1673.  This  name  is  not  in  the 
Onomafticon  of  Saxius. 

P.  clxxii.  note.  In  the  verfes  of  Samuel  Barrow,  which  are  pre¬ 
fixed  to  mod  editions  of  Paradife  Loft,  I  do  not  know  why,  in 
the  firft  line, 

Oui  legis  Amijfeam  Paradifum ,  &c. 

the  Poet  has  made  “  Paradifum  ”  of  the  feminine  gender,  the 
Greek  Ylagadsicros  being  mafculine.  Prudentius  in  Cathemerinon, 
x.  161. 

Patet  ceu  fidelibus  ampli 
Via  lucida  jam  Paradife. 

Paulinas ,  Poem  37,  ad  Severum  ad  Pidturam  Martyrum, 

“  Inter  floriferi  ccelefte  nemus  ParadijiP 
And  an  audlor  incertus  de  Bebiani  Baptifmo,  who  copies  him, 

“  Manat  et  atherii  coelefte  nemus  ParadifeP 
What  authority  there  may  be  on  the  other  fide  I  am  ignorant. 
I  may  here  obferve,  that  Milton,  in  Paradife  Loft,  iv.  143,  has 
an  expreftion  defcribing  Paradife,  which  has  not  met  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  commentators. 

u  Yet  higher  than  their  tops 
The  verdurous  wall  of  Paradife  upfprung.” 

But  in  the  works  of  a  Latin  Poet  of  the  Chriftian  ages  we  find 
the  fame  expreftion  on  the  fame  fubjedt 

“  Illic  floret  humus  femper  fub  vere  perenni 
Arboreis  hinc  inde  comis  veftitur  amcene, 

Frondibus  intextis  ramorum  murus  opacus 
Stringitur,  atque  omni  pendet  ex  arbore  frudlus.” 

See  Dracontii  Carm.  de  Deo ,  i.  185. 
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And  being  on  the  fubjedf  of  Milton’s  poetical  expreflions,  I 
may  add,  that  in  the  defcription  of  the  Indian  fig  tree  (the  Banian) 
Mr.  Todd,  in  his  Variorum  Editions,  has  not  obferved  that  the 
fimilitude  in  the  following  line, 

u  Thofe  leaves 

They  gathered,  broad  as  Amazonian  targe” 
is  taken  from  P liny,  Nat.  Hift. xii.c.  5,  defcribing  the  fame  tree — 
“Foliarum  latitudo  P elite  effigiem  Amazonia  habet.”  The  leaves 
of  this  tree,  however,  are  about  the  fze,  though  not  exadfly 
the  fhape  of  the  laurel.  Neither  Pliny  nor  Milton  had  ever  feen 
the  tree  which  they  here  defcribe. 

Additional  Note. 

P.lxiii.  Onthequeftion  of  “Unlicenfed  Printing,”  in  its  bene¬ 
fits  and  its  abufes,  we  may  trace  the  progrefs  of  opinion  during 
nearly  two  centuries,  which  have  elapfed  fince  Milton’s  noble 
defence  of  a  free  prefs,  in  the  following  obfervations,  to  be  found 
in  a  late  work  of  great  merit  and  high  authority,  proceeding 
from  one  who  now  fills  that  eminent  fituation  fo  long  and 
ably  held  by  him  “who  muff  be  confidered  the  moft  promi¬ 
nent  legal  character,  and  the  brighteft  ornament  to  the  profeffion 
of  the  lav/  that  appeared  in  England  during  the  paft  century.”* 
“  No  one  born  in  the  reign  of  Oueene  Anne  ought  to  be  feverely 
blamed  for  entertaining  apprehenfions  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate 
from  permitting  juries  to  determine  what  publications  are  inno 
cent  or  criminal.  We  fhould  refledl  that  Lord  Somers  and 
the  leaders  of  the  Revolution  of  1688,  wouldnot  venture  forfome 
years  to  allow  ■printing  without  a  previous  licenfe ,  and  that  in  the 
opinion  of  many  of  the  moft  enlightened  men  of  the  next  generation , 
a  licenfer  could  only  be  difpenfed  with  upon  the  condition  that  the 
Sentence  upon  writings  after  they  were  publifloed,  fhould  be  pronounced 
by  permanent  functionaries ,  whom  the  Crown  fhould  f eleCt  for 
having  a  fuffcient  horror  of  every  thing  approaching  to  fedition. 
It  was  not  till  after  a  ftruggle  for  half  a  century,  and  under  a 
minifter  then  highly  liberal  (although  he  afterwards  tried  to  hang 
a  few  of  his  brother  reformers  who  continued  Ready  in  the  caufe) 
that  the  bill  pafied,  directing  that  on  a  trial  for  libel,  the  jury,  in 
giving  their  verdidl,  fhould  have  a  right  to  take  into  confideration 
the  charadler  and  the  tendency  of  the  paper  alleged  tobelibellous. 
Still  the  truth  of  the  fadls  Rated  in  the  publication  complained 
of  could  not  be  inquired  into  ;  for  half  a  century  longer  the 
maxim  pleaded — cThe  greater  the  truth,  the  greater  the  libel,’ — 
and  it  was  only  in  the  year  1845  ^at  4  Lord  Campbell’s  Libel 


*  Lord  Mansfield. 
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Bill’  palled,  permitting  the  truth  to  be  given  in  evidence,  and 
referring  it  to  the  jury  to  decide  whether  the  defendant  was  actu¬ 
ated  by  malice,  or  by  a  defire  for  the  good  of  the  community. 
Thefe  fucceffive  alterations  of  the  law  are  now  admitted  to  have 
operated  beneficially — not  only  being  favourable  tofreedifcullion, 
but  really  tending  to  reffrain  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs. 
Candour  however  requires  the  confeffion  that  they  were  attended 
with  fome  hazard,  and  we  mull;  not  confound  exceffive  caution 
with  bigotry  or  a  love  of  arbitrary  government.  The  great  pro¬ 
blem  for  free  fates  now  to  confder  is ,  how  journalifn  is  to  be 
rendered  conffent  with  public  tranquillity  and  the  f  ability  of 
political  infitutions.  A  licenfer  can  never  more  be  endured  : 
and  againfl  a  journal  which  daily  excites  to  infurre&ion  and 
revolution,  a  profecution  of  the  proprietor  or  printer  for  a  libel — 
to  be  heard  before  a  jury  after  the  lapfe  of  feveral  months — 
affords  no  adequate  remedy.  If  the  great  capitals  of  Europe  are 
to  be  conftantly  in  c  a  ftate  of  liege,’  we  may  be  driven  to  regret 
the  quiet  old  times  when  Royal  Gazettes,  announcing  court 
appointments,  were  the  only  periodicals.” — See  Lord  Campbell's 
Lives  of  the  Chief Juft  ices  ( Lord  Mansfield ),  vol.  ii.  p.  544. 
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u  Mr.  Milton' s  Agreement  with  Mr.  Symons  for  Paradife  Lofl^ 
dated  'ifh  April ,  1667.  ifThe  original  is  in  the  pojfejfion  of 
Mr.  S.  Rogers .) 

<cf  I  ^HESE  Prefents  made  the  2/thdayof  April!  1 667  between 
John  Milton,  gent,  of  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  Symons, 
printer,  of  the  other  part,  wittnefs  that  the  faid  John  Milton  in 
confideration  of  five  pounds  to  him  now  paid  by  the  faid  Samuel 
Symons,  and  other  the  confideracons  herein  mentioned,  hath 
given,  granted  and  afiigned,  and  by  thefe  pots  doth  give,  grant 
and  alfign  unto  the  faid  Sam11  Symons,  his  executors,  and  afiignees, 
All  that  Booke,  Copy,  or  Manufcript  of  a  Poem  intituled  Para¬ 
dife  Loft,  or  by  whatfoever  other  title  or  name  the  fame  is  or 
fhall  be  called  or  diftinguifhed,  now  lately  licenfedto  be  printed, 
together  with  the  full  benefitt,  profit,  and  advantage  thereof,  or 
wch  fhall  or  may  arife  thereby.  And  the  faid  John  Milton  for 
him,  his  exIS  and  admrs,  doth  covenant  w1h  the  faid  Sam11  Symons, 
his  exrs  and  afss  that  he  and  they  fhall  at  all  times  hereafter  have, 
hold  and  enjoy  the  fame  and  all  impreffions  thereof  accordingly, 
without  the  lett  or  hindrance  of  him  the  faid  John  Milton,  his 
exrs  or  afs%  or  any  perfon  or  perfons  by  his  or  their  confent  or 
privity.  And  that  he  the  faid  John  Milton,  his  exIS  or  admrs  or 
any  other  by  his  or  their  meanes  or  confent,  fhall  not  print  or 
caufe  to  be  printed,  or  fell,  difpofe  or  publifh  the  faid  book  or 
manufcript,  or  any  other  book  or  manufcript  of  the  fame  tenor  or 
fubjedf,  without  the  confent  of  the  faid  Sam11  Symons,  his  exrs  or 
afss :  In  concideracon  whereof  the  faid  Same11  Symons  for  him, 
his  exrs  and  adm,s  doth  covenant  with  the  faid  John  Milton,  his 
exrs,  and  afss  well  and  truly  to  pay  unto  the  faid  John  Milton,  his 
exrs,  and  admrs  the  fum  of  five  pounds  of  lawfull  englifh 
money  at  the  end  of  the  firft  Imprefiion,  which  the  faid  Sam11 
Symons,  his  exrs,  or  afss  fhall  make  and  publifh  of  the  faid  copy 
or  manufcript,  which  imprefiion  fhall  be  accounted  to  be  ended 
when  thirteen  hundred  books  of  the  faid  whole  copy  or  manu¬ 
fcript  imprinted,  fhall  be  fold  and  retailed  off'  to  particular  read¬ 
ing  cuftomers.  And  fhall  alfo  pay  other  five  pounds,  unto  the 
faid  John  Milton,  or  his  afss  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  imprefiion 
to  be  accounted  as  aforefaid,  And  five  pounds  more  at  the  end 
of  the  third  imprefiion,  to  be  in  like  manner  accounted.  And 
that  the  faid  three  firft  impreffions  fhall  not  exceed  fifteen 
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hundred  books  or  volumes  of  the  faid  whole  copy  or  manufcript, 
a  peice.  And  further,  that  he  the  faid  Samuel  Symons,  and  his 
exrs,  admrs,  and  afss  (hall  be  ready  to  make  oath  before  a  Mailer 
in  Chancery  concerning  his  or  their  knowledge  and  belief  of  or 
concerning  the  truth  of  the  difpofing  and  felling  the  faid  books  by 
retail,  as  aforefaid,  whereby  the  faid  Mr.  Milton  is  too  be  entitled 
to  his  faid  money  from  time  to  time,  upon  every  reafonable  re- 
queft  in  that  behalf,  or  in  default  thereof  fhall  pay  the  faid  five 
pounds  agreed  to  be  paid  upon  every  imprefiion,  as  aforefaid,  as 
if  the  fame  were  due,  and  for  and  in  lieu  thereof.  In  witnefs 
whereof,  the  faid  parties  have  to  do  this  writing  indented,  inter¬ 
changeably  fett  their  hands  and  feales  the  day  and  yeare  firftabove 
written. 

John  Milton.  (Seal). 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  1  John  Fifher. 

the  prefence  of  us,  J  Benjamin  Greene,  fervt  to  Mr.  Milton. 

April  26,  1669. 

Recd  then  of  Samuel  Simmons  five  pounds,  being  the  Second 
five  pounds  to  be  paid — mentioned  in  the  Covenant.  I  fay 
recd  by  me, 

John  Milton. 

Witnefs,  Edmund  Upton. 

I  do  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  received  of  Samuel  Symonds 
Cittizen  and  Statoner  of  London,  the  Sum  of  Eight  pounds  : 
which  is  in  full  payment  for  all  my  right,  title,  or  intereft, 
which  I  have  or  ever  had  in  the  Coppy  of  a  Poem  Intitled 
Paradife  Loft  in  Twelve  Bookes  in  8vo. — By  John  Milton, 
Gent,  my  late  hufband.  Witnefs  my  hand  this  21st  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1680. 

Elizabeth  Milton. 

Wittnefs,  William  Yopp,  Ann  Yopp. 

Know  all  men  by  thefe  pfients  that  I  Elizabeth  Milton  of  Lon¬ 
don  Widdow,  late  wife  of  John  Milton  of  London  Gent:  de- 
ceafed — have  reunified  releafed  and  for  ever  quitt  claimed  And 
by  thefe  pfients  doe  remife  releafe  Sc  for  ever  quitt  clayme  unto 
Samuel  Symonds  of  London,  Printer — his  heirs  Execut1'3  and 
Adminiftrators  All  and  all  manner  of  Accofi  and  Accons 
Caufe  and  Caufes  of  AccoTi  Suites  Bills  Bonds  writinges  obli¬ 
gators  Debts  dues  duties  Accompts  Summe  and  Sumes  of 
money  Judgments  Executions  Extents  Quarrels  either  in 
Law  or  Equity  Controverfies  and  demands — And  all  &  every 
other  matter  caufe  and  thing  whatfoever  which  againft  the 
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faid  Samuel  Symonds — I  ever  had  and  which  I  my  heires 
Executors  or  Adminiftrators  fhall  or  may  have  clayme  &  chal¬ 
lenge  or  demand  for  or  by  reafon  or  means  of  any  matters  caufe 
or  thing  whatfoever  from  the  beginning  of  the  World  unto  the 
day  of  thefe  pffents.  In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  hereunto  fett  my 
hand  and  feale  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  Apriil  in  the  thirty-third 
Year  of  the  Reigne  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Charles  by  the  grace 
of  God  of  England  Scotland  finance  and  Ireland  Kino-  defender  of 
the  ffaith  &  Anno  Dni.  1 68 1 . 

Elizabeth  Milton. 

Signed  and  delivered  in 
the  pfi'ence  of 
Jof  Leigh  Wm  Wilkins. 

(The  above  three  articles  are,  I  believe,  in  the  pofiefiion  of 
Mr.  Dawfon  Turner.) 

Alterations  by  Milton  from  the  firjl  edition  in  ten  Books,  for  the 

fecond  edition  in  twelve . 

Book  viii.  V.  i. 

C£  The  Angel  ended,  and  in  Adam's  ear, 

So  charming  left  his  voice,  that  he  a  while 
Thought  him  ftill  fpeaking  ;  ftill  flood  fix’d  to  hear  : 

Then,  as  new  wak’d,  thus  gratefully  reply’d.” 

The  latter  part  of  the  verfe  was  taken  from  the  line  in  the  firfl 
edition — 

u  To  whom  thus  Adam  gratefully  reply’d.’' 

Book  xii.  V.  i. 

“  As  one  who  in  his  journey  bates  at  noon, 

Though  bent  on  fpeed :  fo  here  th’  arch-angel  paus’d, 
Betwixt  the  world  deftroy’d,  and  world  refior’d  ; 

If  Adam  ought  perhaps  might  interpofe  : 

Then,  with  tranfition  fweet,  new  fpeech  refumes.” 

Some  few  additions  were  aifo  made  to  the  Poem,  the  notice  of 
which  will  interefi:  the  critical  reader. 

Book  v.  V.  637. 

<c  They  eat,  they  drink,  and  with  refedfion  fweet 
Are  fill’d  before  th’  all-bounteous  king,”  &c. 

were  thus  enlarged  in  the  fecond  edition  ; 

u  They  eat,  they  drink,  and  in  communion  fweet 
^uafi' immortality.  and  joy,  (fecure 
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Of  furfeit,  where  full  meafure  only  bounds 
Excefs)  before  th’  all-bounteous  king,”  &c. 

Book  xi.  V.  484.  after 

cc  Inteftine  ftone,  and  ulcer,  cholic-pangs,” 

thefe  three  verfes  were  added  : 

“  Daemoniac  phrenzy,  moping  melancholy, 

And  moon-ftruck  maanefs,  pining  atrophy ; 

Marafmus,  and  wide-wafting  peftilence.” 

And  ver.  551,  of  the  fame  book  (which  was  originally  thus  : 
Of  rendring  up.  Michael  to  him  reply’d) 
received  this  addition  : 

<c  Of  rendring  up,  and  patiently  attend 
My  diftolution.  Michael  reply’d.” 

LETTERS. 

No.  i.  ii.  Greek  letters  of  C.  Deodati  to  Milton,  formerly  in 
the  pofteffion  of  Toland,  who  fays  they  are  very  handfomely 
written,  now  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  additional  MS.  No.  5017*, 
folio  64,  he.  (fee  ‘Toland’ s  Life  of  Milton ,  p.  23.) 

No.  iii.  an  Italian  letter  to  Milton,  from  Florence,  without  the 
name  of  the  author  affixed.  Carlo  Dati  was  the  principal  cor- 
refpondent  of  Milton :  and  I  fhould  have  fuppofed  that  he  had 
been  the  writer  of  this  letter  ;  but  that  he  is  reprefented  as  a  no¬ 
bleman  of  large  fortune,  and  in  this  letter  the  writer  fpeaks  of  his 
being  appointed  to  the  profeftorfhip  of  Belles  Lettresin  the  aca¬ 
demy  of  Florence,  on  the  death  of  Doni.  If  not  from  Carlo 
Dati,  I  fhould  prefume  it  muft  be  from  Bonmattei,  his  other 
Florentine  correfpondent.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  difeo- 
vered  that  Carlo  Dati  fucceeded  Doni  in  the  profefforfhip.  He 
therefore  is  the  writer.  Doni  died  Dec.  1647,  aged  fifty-three  ; 
he  left  C.  Dati  the  office  of  publifhing  his  works.  Heinfius  fays, 
“dativm,  amiciffimum  mihijuvenemDoniusimpenfediligebat.” 
C.  Dati  died  in  Jan.  1675,  aged  fifty-fix.  Dati  took  the  name  in 
the  Acad,  della  Crufca  of  “Smaritto.”  He  wrote  the  Lives  of 
the  Antient  Painters,  4to.  1667,  and  other  fmall  works.  See 
Salvino  Salvino  in  Faft.  Confularibus ,  p.  536,  and  Bandini  Comm, 
de  vita  Donii ,  p.  xci.  very  interefting  mention  of  C.  Dati  occurs 
repeatedly  in  the  Epijlles  of  N.  Heinfius.  Bayle  fays  he  was 
very  civil  and  off  clous  to  all  learned  travellers  who  went  to  Flo¬ 
rence.  Chimentelli  thus  fpeaks  of  him, cc  Clariffimus  et  amicif- 
fimus  Car.  Datius,  noftrae  flos  illibatus  urbis,  fuadaeque  Etrufcse 
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medulla,  quam  omni  literarum  parata  quotidie  auget,  atque  illuf- 
trat.”  Nic.  Heinfius  dedicated  a  book  of  his  Elegies  to  Carlo 
Dati,  in  which  he  mentions  his  acquaintance  with  Gaddi,  Col- 
tellini,  Doni,  Frefcobaldi  and  other  of  Milton’s  friends.  Carla 
Dati  received  him  with  the  fame  hofpitality,  which  he  had 
fhowed  to  Milton.  He  alfo  mentions  his  reception  by  Chimen- 
telli  at  Pifa.  Among  Alex.  Mori  Poemata  is  one  to  C.  Dati,  p. 
166. 

<* 

No.  iv.  Letter  from  Peter  Heimbach.  To  this  letter,  an 
anfwer  by  Milton  is  found  among  his  Epiffles,  p.  65.  There  is 
an  addrefs  to  Cromwell  in  Latin  written  by  Heimbach,  printed 
in  London,  1656.  This  letter  was  fent  after  an  interval  of  nine 
years  in  their  correfpondence  ;  and  was  an  affectionate  inquiry 
concerning  Milton’s  fafety,  during  the  plague  of  the  preceding 
year. 

No.  v.  Letter  from  Leo  Ab  Aitzema,  informing  Milton  that  he 
was  caufing  a  Dutch  tranflation  of  his  book  on  Divorce  to  be  made 
at  the  Hague,  fee  Milton’s  anfwer,  p.  42,  Feb.  1654.  Leo  or 
Lieuwe  van  Aitzema  was  a  gentleman  of  Friefland,  who  was  born 
at  Doccum  in  1600,  and  died  at  the  Hague,  where  he  was  the 
refident  for  the  Hanfe  towns,  in  1669.  He  printed  fome  Latin 
poems,  and  was  the  author  of  feveral  works  in  Dutch  ;  the  moil 
important  of  which  is  the  cc  Saken  van  Staet  en  Oorlogh,”  a  book 
of  memoirs  on  the  hiftory  of  Holland,  from  1621  onwards,  of 
which  there  are  two  editions,  in  fourteen  volumes  quarto  and  in 
ten  folio.  The  Britifh  Mufeum  pofTeffes  both,  and  the  folio 
copy,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Southey,  contains  a  very  in- 
terefting  note  on  the  fly-leaf,  from  the  pen  of  the  laureate.  It  is 
as  follows  :  “The  Lord  Keeper  Guildford  learnt  Dutch  for  the 
fake  of  reading  this  book,  Sir  Peter  Lely  having  recommended  it 
to  him,  c  as  if  there  needed  no  other  to  make  men  exquiflte 
fcholars  and  politicians.’  Roger  North  however  is  miftaken  in 
calling  it  c  fuch  a  fort  of  book  as  our  Rufhworth.’  It  is  much 
better.  Aitzema  is  as  much  above  Rufhworth  as  he  is  below 
Thuanus,  but  not  lefs  indifpenfable  in  an  hiftorical  library  than 
either.  R.  S.” — Mr.  Thos.  JVatts. 


No.  1. 

©soV^otos  M/xt ojvi  EutpgouvEaGca. 

(Condoling  with  him  on  the  bad  weather,  and  anticipating  a 
meeting  on  the  return  of  the  fine.) 

'H  fxsv  7rci(>oucrcc  Karucrracrig  t ov  o.e^o<;  ^ okel  qQove^u rsgcv  maHslaGai, 

7rfo<;  a.  rj/^sTg  vr^oo)1  d'laXvd/u.EVOL  sOEfAEOa,  kcu  Tagaacro/AEVYi 
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duo  d on  oXag  YifApag^  xKK  o/xcog  tocoutcv  i7Tt9ufxcd  Trjg  crdg  (ruvdiaiTrio'ECog, 
cbcr9y  utt'o  E7Ti9ufxlag  ddri  iudtxv,  xxt  yaXnynv,  xxt  7 TavTa  xpuaa  itg  t ov 
XUptOV  OVElpUTTElV,  XOU  jXQVCV  OU  /XaVTEUEx9aif  IVa  Xoycov  (plXOTOtpuV,  XCU 
7rE7ratdEUfXEVoov  EucoxcofAEQa  e|  aKKy]7\uv,  dtx  touto  ouv  d@ouhb/xnv  TTpog  as 
ypafiEiv,  too  7rpoxa7\Ei<j9xt,  xa)  ava9apauv£tv  dstcrag  fxd  TTpog  srspa 

ccttcc  vouv  vrpodExy 1$  X7TE\7Tt(Tag  dhtacr/xoug,  xa)  ddu7rx9Eta$ ,  itg  to 
Trapov  y£  aKha  cru  §ap<TEi  u  <pl\£  xat  £[A[xeve  tu  doiavn  cruva/xcpoiv , 
xa)  avx7\ x/x(3xve  diaSsTiv  Trig  d/UXd9  EopTXTTtxdv,  xa)  (patdpoTspxv  Trig 
xccdw/xEpivrjg’  xxt  yap  icrauptov  ettx)  71  av tx  xxXug,  xa)  0  anp,  xa)  0 
dhtog,  kxi  0  TTora/xog,  kxi  divdpx  kxi  opvi9ia ,  xa)  yd,  via)  xv9pco7rot  iopTx- 
£ou<rtv  d (xiv,  o'uyyEXacrouo’LV,  xa)  GuyxopEucrouTi,  to  dd  avs/xicrriTug  A£A£%0«* 
ixovov  cru  et oi/xog  y ivou,  d  xXri9E)g  i£gop/xa(r9ai,  d  xa)  axMTog  tto9ouvti 
£7Tek9eiv.  ”A UTO/xxrog  di  01  tods2  (3odv  ayxdog  MeveA aog.  Eppcoao . 


No.  II. 

©£0^0T0£  MtATOJVt  %atpElV. 

(Defcribes  the  pleafantnefs  of  his  fituation,  and  of  the  feafon, 
and  exhorts  Milton  to  relax  from  his  ftudies,  and  take  recreation. 
This  letter  was  probably  fent  from  Chefhire  to  Milton  at  Horton, 
or  in  London;  it  muft  have  been  written  about  May.) 


>  \ 


’Oudsv  £%co  iyxaXEtv  t r,  vuv  diaycoyrj  /xou ,  ixrog  toutou  ivog,  on  crTEpta- 
xofxxi  iP uxdg  t Ivog  yEwalag  A oyov  xiteiv,  xa)  dtdbvxt  E7rtcrTa/XEvr]g,  rolriv 
r  01  XE(px7\r]V  ttoGeoj.  tx  d’  aKha  a(p9ovx  ttxvtx  U7rac>x£l  WTauQa  iv  ay  pop' 

T L  yap  XV  ET l  \E17T01,  OTTOTXV  d/XXTX  f laXPCi ,  T 07101  XXKhldTOt  CCvOeCTI,  XOU 
cpuKhotg  xu/xcovTEg,  xa)  fipuovTEg,  ett)  tto.vt)  xhxdp  ayddv  d  axav9)g,  d  xKho 
t)  OpVt9tOV  OjdxTg,  XXI  /XlVUptd/Xo'ig  ifXtpiXOTIfXElTai,  7TEp't7TaT0l  TTOLXXXCOTaTOt, 
t paTTE^x  oute  ivdsdg,  outs  xxt xxopog,  uttvoi  a9bpu(3ot ;  it  io9hov  tlvx  etxl- 

pov  TOUTEdTl  7TE7raidEU0/XEV0Vy  XXI  fXE/Xud/XEVOV  £7r)  TOUTOtg,  EKTC0/XY1V ,3  T OU 
tcov  II  Epycov  fiacriXEtig  iudai/xoviaTEpog  av  ysvol/XYiv *  aAA’  ext  tv  xei  t)  iAA<- 
Trsg  iv  TOtg  av9pu7itvotg  7Tpxy/xxxt'  Trpog  o  dst  fxETpiOTr]Tog'  Xu  ds  co 
SaufxacrtE ,  Tt  xxTacppovEig  rwv  Trig  (puxEoog  dapv/xaTav  ;  ti  xapTEpstg  x7rpo- 
(paaixTcog  fiiGxtotg,  xa)  A oyidtoig  ttxvvuxiov,  Travd/xap  TTpotripub/XEVog  ;  £rj, 
ysha,  Xjpy  tv  VEtonni,  xxt  Txig  upatg,  xa)  ttxuou 4  avaytvuxxcov  Tag  vTtbu- 
dxg,  xa)  Tag  avEtTEtg,  xa)  pacrTuvag  tuv  7rx7\at  crocpoov  auTog  KXTXTptffbfXE- 
vog  Tsug.  Eyw  /xev  iv  xt. rxatv  aXhotg  dTTm  crcu  U7rapxw,  iv  r ourp  tco 

fXETpOV  7T0VC0V  Etdivxt  XpEITTUV,  XXI  doXU  i/XXUTU ,  XOU  ElfXl.  ’E ppUCTCO,  XOU 

Trails,  xKK  ou  xxtx  XapdavaTia’hQV  tov  iv  croXotg. 

Note. — Thefe  two  Greek  letters  are  printed  in  exadl  confor¬ 
mity  with  the  original  MS. 


2  Vide  Horn.  11.  B.  408. 
4  tt<psg}  erafed  in  text. 
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No.  III. 


Illmo  Sig.  e  Pron.  Ofs°. 

Fino  l’anno  pafTato  rifpoft  alia  cortefillima  ed  elegantiffima  lettera 
di  V.  S.  Illma  affettuofamente  ringraziandola  della  memoria  che 
per  fua  grazia  fi  compiace  tenere  della  mia  oftervanza.  Scriffi, 
come  fo  adeflo  in  Tofcano,  fapendo  che  la  mia  lingua  e  a  lei  fi 
cara,  e  familiare  che  nella  fua  bocca  non  apparifce  ftraniera.  Ho 
di  poi  ricevuto  due  copie  delle  fue  eruditiftime  poefie  delle  quali 
non  mi  poteva  arrivare  donativo  piu  caro,perche  quantunque  pic¬ 
colo,  racchiude  in  fe  valore  infinito  per  efler  una  gemma  del  te- 
foro  del  Signor  Giov.  Miltoni.  E  come  difie  Theocrito  ; 

V  (XEyccXa 

dugu  £uv  oXiyco,  Trcxvrcx,  fs  n/xaurcc  ret  Trctg  <pl, Xcov. 

Gran  pregio  ha  picciol  dono,  e  merta  onore 

Cio  che  vien  da  gl’  amici. 

Le  rendo  adunque  quelle  grazie  che  maggiori  per  me  fi  poftono 
e  prego  il  Cielo  che  ma  dia  fortuna  di  poterle  dimoftrare  la  mia 
devozione  verfo  il  fuo  merito.  Non  afcondero  alia  benevolenza 
di  V.  S.  Illma,  alcune  nuove  che  Ton  certo,  le  faranno  gratiftime. 
Il  SereniftimoGranduca  mio  Signore  s’  e  compiaciuto  conferirmi 
la  cattedra,e  lettura  delle  lettere  umane  dell’  Academia  fiorentina 
vacata  per  la  morte  dell’  Eruditiftimo  Signor  Gio.  Doni  gen- 
tiluomo  Fiorentino.  Quefta  e  carica  onorevoliftima,  e  fempre 
efercitata  da  gentiluomini  e  literati  di  quefta  Patria,  come  gia 
dal  Poliziano,  da’  due  V ettori,5  e  due  Adriani6  lumi  delle  Lettere. 
La  paflata  Settimana,  per  la  morte  del  Sereniftimo  Principe  Lo¬ 
renzo  di  Tofcana,  Zio  del  Granduca  Regnante,  feci  Y  orazione 
funerale  ;  come  ella  fta  publicata,  fara  mia  cura  inviarne  copia  a 
V.  S.  Illma.  Ho  alle  mani  diverfe  opere,  quali  a  Dio  piacendo 
tirero  avanti  per  fame  quello  giudicheranno  meglio  i  mie’  dotti  e 
amorevoli  amici.  Il  Signor  V  alerio  Chimentelli  e  ftato  eletto  da 
S.  Altezza  per  Profeftore  delle  lettere  Greche  in  Pifa,  con  grande 
efpettazione  del  fuo  valore. 

I  Signori  Frefcobaldi,  Coltellini,  Francini,  Galilei,7  et  altri  in- 


6  Petrus,  and,  I  believe,  Francilcus  Vi6torius.  See  the  Life  of  the  latter 
y  Bandini. 

6  The  two  Adriani  were  Marcello,  and  his  Ton  Giambattifla,  both  pro- 
feflors  of  literature  at  Florence,  and  both  Secretaries  of  State.  The  father 
died  in  1521,  the  fon  in  1570.  Giambattiffa  wrote  the  Storia  dey  fuoi  Tempiy 
a  work  highly  praifed  by  De  Thou. 

7  The  great  Galileo  died  at  Arcetri,  9  Jan.  164.2,  aged  feventy-eight  5  he 
is  faid  to  have  been  born  at  Pifa,  the  very  day  that  M.  Angelo  died  at  Rome. 
The  Galilei  mentioned  above  was  ‘  Vincenzo,’  his  natural  fon.  There  is 
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finiti  unitamente  le  inviano  affettuofi  faluti,  ed  io,  come  piu  d’ogn’ 
altro  obbligato,  con  ricordarle  il  defiderio  de’  fuoi  comandi  mi 
ratifico  per  fempre  vivere. 

Di  V.  S.  Illma. 

Firenze,  4  xbre  1648. 


Extra. — All’  Ulmo  Signor  e  Pron  Ofs°.  II  Sigr. 
Giovanni  Miltoni,  Londra. 


No.  IV. 

Viro  fupra  laudem 
Jano  Miltonio  fuo  falutem  p.  d. 

Petrus  Heimbachius. 

Si  citius  conftitiftet  nobis,  te,  Jane  Miltoni,  vir  omni  ex  parte 
fumme,mortalium  coetui  intereireadhuc,  citius  quoque  Londinum 
reverfus,  noftrum  amiciflimum  animum  teftatus  fuiffem.  Fere- 
bant  enim  te  noftris  nugis  exemptum,  patrio  coelo  redonatum 
efl'e,  terrifque  fublimiorem  quavis  noftra  defpicere.  Ad  hoc  reg- 
num,  ut  non  datur  aditus,  fie  calamum  meum  fatis  ad  tui  fimiles 
feripturientem  hadlenus  cohibere, ac  reprimere  debui.  Ego  certe 
qui  non  tarn  virtutes  ipfas  quam  virtutum  diverfarum  conjugiumin 
te  admirabar,  cum  alia  multa  in  te  fufpicio,  turn  quod  gravitatis 
quam  prae  le  fert  dignillima  viro  facies,  cum  fereniffima  humani- 
tate,  charitatis  cum  prudentia,  pietatis  cum  politica,  politica  cum 
immenfa  eruditione,  fed,  addo,  generofi,  nec  minime  timidi  fpiri- 
tus,  etiam  ubi  juniores  animos* * * 8  laberentur,  cum  folicito  pacis 
amore,  raram  omnino,  et  pr2eter  fas  faeculi  mixturam  feceris. 

Hinc  Deum  veneror,  tibi  ut  omnia  ex  voto,  et  animi  fententia 
rurfum  eveniant,  fed  uno  excepto.  Nam  tu  quidem9  faturus  an- 
nis,  plenus  honoribus,  iis  etiam  quos  recufafti  nihil  ultra  exoptas 
quam  quietis  praemium, ac  juftitiae  coronam,tuumque  idem,  quod 
olim  Simeonis  videtur  votum  :  Demitte,  Domine,  nunc  fervum 
tuum  in  pace.  Aft  noftrum  longe  ad  hoc  alieniffimum  eft, 
nempe  ut  D.  T.  O.  M.  te  diutiflime  intereiTe  rebus  noftris  lite- 
rariis,  ac  praeefte  patiatur.  Sic  vale,  dodtilhme  Miltoni,  longum 
et  feliciter  cum  omnibus  tuis,  plurimum  a  nobis  falutatus.  Da- 
bam  poftridie  nonas  Junii  vulgaris  JErse  Chriftianae  clo.  loc.  lxvi. 
Clivopoli  ubi  Eledtorali  folio  vivimus  a  confiliis.  Iterum  vale, 


ftrong  evidence  that  he  was  the  firft  to  apply  the  pendule  to  the  clock. 

He  leems  to  have  done  To  in  164.9,  while  Huygens’  invention  was  of  later 

date. 

8  Animi.  9  Satur. 
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et  nos  quod  facis  adamare  perfevera,  ac  quam  primum  jucundif- 
limo  omnium  refponfo  bea. 


No.  V. 


S.  P. 

Partim  quia  Morus  in  fuo  fcripto  quaedam  tibi  afperfit  ex  libro 
tuo  de  divortiis  Anglico,  vir  nobilis  et  cl  :  partim  quia  multi  cu- 
riofe  quaefiverunt  de  argumentis  quibus  opinionem  adftruis  tuam: 
dedi  cuidam  tra&ulum  ilium  totum  in  Hollandicum  fermonem 
vertendum:  cum  deftderio,ut  quanto  ocius  imprimatur.  Nefcius 
autem  an  quicquam  in  eo  correcftum  vel  additum  velis  ;  non  po- 
tui  quin  hoc  verbo  te  admoneam  et  de  animo  tuo,  ut  me  certio- 
rem  facias,  rogem. 

Vale,  et  Salve  a 

Hagae  die  Tui  Obfervantifs. 

29  Jan.  55.  Leo  Aizema. 

Extra . — Nob.  Cl.  viro  Dno  Joh.  Miltono  Confilio 
Status  a  Secretis  Londini. 


EXTRACT  OF  THE  PASSAGES 

In  the  Correfpondence  of  Nic.  Heinfus  and  Jfaac  Vojfius ,  where 

Milton  is  mentioned. 

(v.  Burmanni  Syllogen,  vol.  iii.) 

Letters  of  Heinfus. 

P.  257.  Julius  ille  (If.  Vollius)  Miltonianum  fcriptum,  fimul 
ac  allatum  in  aulam  elTet,  Salmafio  fillere,  quod  invitus  credo, 
fecerit.  Qua  fronte  exceptum  lit,  vellem  fimul  monuilfet  ami- 
ciflimus  AV  ullenius,  qui  ejus  rei  certiorem  me  fecit. 

P.  259.  Salmafius  poft  acceptum  Miltoni  fcriptum,  fremit  ac 
frendet,  audtoremque  ejus  fe  cum  toto  parlamento  perditurum 
palam  minatur.  Sed  illos  primos  impetus  fufflaminabit  credo, 
non  nihil,  refpondendi  molellia  ac  labor. 

P.  267.  Salmafius  in  Miltono  defricando  totus  eft,  quern  a  me 
fubornatum  inftigatumque  palam  praedicat,  magnumque  mihi  ac 
patri  malum  hoc  nomine  minatur  in  apologia  quam  parat,  nobis 
tribus  fimul  infultaturus.  Mira  profedto  eft  haec  hominis  infania, 
quam  impune  tamen  non  fecit.  Vidi  freneticam  ejus  epiftolam, 
qua  exiftimationi  noftrae  dira  quaevis  portendit. 

P.  270.  Scribonii  Largi  (i.  e.  Salmafii)  atrox  contra  rempubli- 
cam  Anglicanam  fcriptum,  praelo  Holmienfi  jam  commiftum  fe- 
runt.  Mifer  ifte  fenecio  prorlus  delirat  ac  infanit.  Mifit  duas 
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in  hanc  urbem  nuper  epiftolas,  rabiei  fycophanticae  non  inanes, 
quibus  omne  fe  virus  in  me  converfurum  minatur,  quod  Miltoni 
fcriptum  probari  a  me  intelligat.  Ego  vero,  et  dixi,  et  dicam 
porro,  malam  a  Miltono  caufam  tarn  bene  adtam,  quam  regis  in- 
feliciftimi  caulam  pellime  egit  Scribonius.  Hanc  meam  liberta- 
tem  fi  ferre  non  poteft,  rumpatur.  Aduiatoris  a  me  partes,  non 
eft,  quod  exigat.  Cum  nefcire  non  debeat  quam  me  fervilisob- 
fequii  clientem  hadtenus  non  fit  expertus.  Hoc  etiam  maligne 
et  Salmafiane  quod  regibus  non  minus  ac  Miltonum  meinfenfum 
fingit,  cum  publice  jam  bis  teftatus’fum,  quid  de  parricidio  An- 
glicano  fenferim.  Inter  reglcidas ,  ft  locum  mihi  dat,  ut  omni 
procul  dubio  daturus,  videbis  brevi  pro  meritis  ornatum  et  de- 
pexum.  Nihil  neque  fenedluti  ejus,  neque  valetudini  adverfae 
parcam.  Ita  ilium  excipiam,  ut  parentem  meum  ille  jamdudum 
excepit,  pejus  etiam,  ft  potero. 

P.  271.  Salmafti  in  Miltonum  invedlivae  jam  eduntur.  Graf- 
winckelius  nofter  etiam regum  caufam  fufcepit  defendendamcon- 
tra  eundem  Miltonum. 

P.  276.  Ludimagiftrum  vocat  Scribonius  paftim  Miltonum ,  qui 
tamen  et  nobili  loco  natus,  ut  ferunt,  qui  hominem  norunt,  et  in 
re  lauta  conftitutus,  variis  peregrinationibus,  aftiduifque  ftudiis 
privatus  aetatem,  quam  quadraginta  annis  grandiorem  vix  nu- 
merat,  exegifte  narratur,  donee  a  conftlio  ftatus  Anglici  ad 
feribae  provinciam  in  ifto  collegio  fufeipiendam  invitatus  eft. 
VirumeftemitijComique  ingenio  aiunt,quique  aliam  non  habuilfe 
fe  caufam  profitetur,  Scribonium  acerbe  infectandi,  quam  quod 
ille  et  viros  e  maximis  celeberrimifque  muitis  nihil  benignius  ex- 
ceperit,  et  quod  in  univerfam  Amglorum  gentem,  convitiis  atro- 
ciffimis  injurius  valde  fuerit.  Si  quis  Anglorum  verftbus  illis 
meis,  quos  tu  nofti,  aliquid  reponeret,  numquid  ridiculus  tibi  vi- 
derer  ft  ilium  a  Scribonio  inftigatum  afleverarem  ? 

P.  286.  Miltoni  liber  Londini  audlior,  et  augufta  forma  itera- 
tur.  Ingens  rumorum  materia  difeeflus  eodem  tempore  r ov  dsiva 
(Salmafti)  Freinfhemii,  Boecleri,  Moucheronis  ;  exhauftas  areas 
alii,  alii  gentis  ferunt  invidiam. 

P.  303.  Prodiitet  u  Clamor  regii  fanguinis,”  fine  audloris  no¬ 
mine,  quern  tamen  intelligo  facile  elfe  Morum  qui  etft  vult  videri 
fe  caufae  id  dediffe,  fatis  prodit  fe  potius  id  dedifle  patrono  hof- 
piti,  ut  Miltono  frigidam  fuffunderet  in  antecefium,  dum  alter 
mare,  aut  lacum  criminum  undique  condudlum  parat. 

P.  305.  iEthiops  (A.  Morus)  fociennus  ejus  [Alaftoris]  tri¬ 
umph  um  egit,  ut  audio,  in  amici  fuiaedibus  de  fubadlis  Britannis. 
Gazettae  certe  Londinenfes  fabellam  narrant  lepidiftimam  :  pal- 
mam  earn  praereptam  ftbi  dolet  Alaftor  quare  ftmultates  cum 
AEthiope  nunc  ftrenuas  exercet,  ftquid  famae  creditur. 
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P.  307.  c  Clamorem  regii  fanguinis’  ab  Anglo  fcriptum  nefcio 
quo,  fed  a  Moro  editum  intellexeram.  Morum  tamen  parricidae 
pro  audtore  ejus  libri  habent,  ac  egregie  in  Gazettis,  ut  vocant, 
Londinenfibusdefricarunt,tanquamcompreftafitabillo,  Alaftoris 
(Salmafii)  pedifequa,  addito  hoc  epigrammate. 

Galli  ex  concubitu  gravidam  te,  Bontia,  Mori 
Ouis  bene  moratam,  morigeramque  neget  ? 

Agnofcis  in  illo  Ouweiani  acuminis  ineptias,  quod  Vlitius  heros 
mecum  communicavit.  Alaftoris  (Salmafii)  fcriptum  contra  An¬ 
glos  avide  expedto  :  de  meo  enim  tergo,  quin  illic  comitia  fint  ha- 
benda  nullus  dubito.  Sic  promifit  certe,  cum  Miltonum  a  me 
armatum  perfuaderi  ftbi  paffiis  fit. 

P.  32 3.  Magnus  ille  Pan  (Salmalius)  qui  fecundam  Voflio  ex 
Suecia  fugam  minabatur,  mihi  quoque  mala  multa,  ac  ipfi  do- 
mi  nae  exitium,  nifi  nos  a  fe  abigerit,  ut  ex  Moro  intelligebas  nu- 
per,  nunc  ad  plures  abiit.  Alii  Spadae,alii  Aquifgrani  in  balneo 
mortuum  ferunt.  Trajedti  ad  Mofarn  fepultum  certe  conftat. 
Nimirum  qui  armis  tantopere  delectabatur,  inter  arma  fepeliri 
voluit.  Hunc  cafum  accidiffe  mihi  non  valde  lugubrem  fateor, 
non  quod  minas  hominis  edentulas  timerem,  fed  quod  tranquilli- 
tatem  animi  unice  amem,  quam  ille  mihi  propriam  ac  perpetuam 
baud  quaquam  reliquilfet.  Erat  etiam  ea  aetate,ut  nihil  folidi  aut 
eruditi  ab  eo  ampiius  fperari  poflet. 


Letters  of  Vojfius . 

P.  595.  Liber  Miltoni  heri  hue  eft  allatus.  Exemplar  meum 
petiit  a  me  regina.  Ipfe  non  nifi  curfim  dum  perluftravi.  Nihil 
tale  ab  Anglo  expedtaram,  et  certe  nifi  me  animus  fallit,  placuit 
quoque,  uno  tantum  excepto,  incomparabili  noftrae  Dominae. 
Dicit  tamen  Salmafius  fe  perditurum  audlorem  cum  toto  parla- 
mento. 

P.  596.  Miltoni  apologiam  pro  parlamento  fuo,  priori  accepi- 
mus  hebdomade.  Legit  iftud  fcriptum  incomparabilis  noftra  do- 
mina,  et,  nifi  fallor,  valde  ei  placuit.  Certe  et  ingenium  iftius 
viri,  et  feribendi  genus,  multis  praefentibus  collaudavit.  Salma¬ 
fius  jam  fefe  ad  refpondendum  accingit  quamvis  necdum  a  diu- 
turno  morbo  convaluerit,ira  tamen  fatis  ei  fuppeditabit  roboris  et 
armorum. 

P.  600.  Virulentum  Miltoni  librum  jamdudum  ad  vos  perla- 
tum  confido,  ejus  editiones  quinque  jam  hie  vidimus  :  Belgicam 
etiam  verfionem,  Gallicam  nunc  adornari  ferunt. 

P.  603.  Ex  Miltoniano  libro  unicum  tantum  exemplar  Hol- 
miam  perlatum  miror,  cum  tria  una  eodemque  tempore,  fuifle 
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miba  fciam.  Eft  hie  liber  in  omnium  hie  manibus  ob  argumenti 
nobilitatem,  et  jam  quatuor,  praeter  Anglicanam,  editiones  vidi¬ 
mus,  unam  in  quarta  ut  vocant  forma  Goudae  editum,  tres  in 
duodecima,quarumprimamL.Elzevirius,fecundam  J.  Janfenius, 
tertiam  Trajedfenbs  nefcio  quis  edidit,  quinta  in  odtava  forma 
editio  Hagae  fub  praelo  fudat  ut  monet  Elzevirius.  Belgicam 
verbonem  video  etiam  circumferri,  Gallicam  expedfari  ferunt. 
Miltonus  ille  quis  fit  non  fatis  conftat.  Vidi  qui  adbrmarint,  in- 
bmo  loco  natum,  eruditum  tamen,  et  plebeiorum  fadfione  ad 
maximam  dignitatem  promotum.  L.  Elzevirius  adfirmat,  certo 
fibi  conftare,  hominem  ebe  et  nobili  loco  natum,  etopulentum,  a 
reipublicae  muniis  negotiifque  omnibus  remotum,  ac  fibi  in  rure 
fuo  viventem.  Refutavit  Anglico  fermone  Iconem  Bafilicam, 
qui  liber  inter  Parlamentarios  maximo  eft  in  pretio.  Poemata 
etiam  Latina  edidit,  fed  quae  in  manus  meas  hadtenus  non  perve- 
nerunt.  Si  certiora  cognovero,  faciam  ut  ex  me  intelligas. 

P.  605.  Valdequoque  gratum  erit,  ft  porro  figni  beaver  is,  quis 
et  qualis  lit  ifte  Miltonus.  Iconoclaftem,  b  habeas,  rogo  ut  tranf- 
mittas. 

P.  606.  Salmahus  totus  eft  in  meditatione  operis  contra  Mil- 
tonum.  Lepidum  eft,  quod  de  Grafwinckelio  narras,  male 
muldfabitur,  h  Miltonum  adtigerit. 

P.  607.  Gronovii  adverfam  valetudinem  aegre  admodum  fero. 
At  vero  plus  aegrotat  Grafwinckelius,  b  cum  Anglo  ifto  moloffo, 
Miltcno  dico,  fefe  commiferit. — Ipfe  (Salmabus)  totus  nunc  eft 
in  confutando  feripto  Miltoni,  cui  totidem  reddit  convitia  nec 
patietur,  ut  a  minore,  vel  hac  in  parte  fuperetur. 

P.  621.  Grafwinckelio  interdidfum  efte,  ne  pergat  in  Miltono 
confutando,  aegre  fert  Salmabus.  Verum  idem  ex  animo  gaudet 
librum  Miltoni  Lutetias  publice  a  carnibce  ebe  combuftum.  Non 
opus,  utmeum  de  hoc  feripto  interponam  judicium,  interim  hoc 
fcio,  fatum  efte  bonorum  fere  librorum,  ut  hoc  modo  vel  pereant  vel 
periclitentur.  Homines  plerumque  propter  fcelera  et  pravitatem 
manus  carnibcum  fubeunt,  libri  vero  virtutis  et  praeftantiae  ergo. 
Soli  fatuorum  labores  tales  non  metuunt  cafus.  Sed  fane  fruftra 
funt,  qui  fe  hoc  modo  exftirpare  pobe  exiftimant  Miltoni  et  alio- 
rum  fcjipta,  cum  potius  bammis  iftis,  mirum  quantum  clarefcant 
et  illuftrentur.  Quae  autem  de  Miltoni  conditione,  ad  meferibis, 
ilia  convenire  puto  cum  iis,  quae  tibi  ante  hebdomades  aliquot 
hgniheavi. 

P.  643.  De  motibus  Anglicanis  certiora  procul  dubio  ex  illo 
intelligere  pobis.  Ego  quippe  raro  in  publicum  prodeo,  et  non 
me  multum  immifeeo  publicis  rumoribus.  Miltonum  caecum  ebe 
fadtum,  jam  tibi  bgnibcavi,  addunt  alii  etiam  mortuum. 

P.  647.  De  iEthiope  (Moro)  et  Angla(Bontia  famula  Salma- 
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fii)  lepida  funt  et  feftiva  quae  reponis.  Sed  nunc  negant  ea  vera 
efle,  et  fparfa  efle  ab  malevolis  quibufdam.  Sane  conftant  mihi 
Anglam  iftam  omnes  iEthiopi  (Moro),  reddidifle  amatorias  fuas. 
Inter  ipfum  et  Salmaftum  lis  forte  orietur  (quaenam  inter  tales 
poflit  efTe  diuturna  concordia),  propter  librum  quendam  hie  ex- 
cufum,  cui  titulus  <£  Clamor  Sanguinis  Regii  in  Ccelum.” 
Scriptus  ille  videtur  a  quovis  anonymo  Anglo,  tranfmiflus  vero 
Salmafio,  divulgatus  vero  ab  fEthiope  (Moro).  Propter  fexa- 
ginta  exemplaria,  quae  permifit  typographus,  inter  ipfos  eft:  con- 
tentio,  &c.  &c. 

P.  649.  De  “Moro”  vero  quae  feribis,  quam  funt  ea  lepida, 
quam  venufta.  Audtor  fane  ei  ftm,  ut  nummum  det  cum  hac 
inferiptione, u  Subadla  Britannia.”  V erum  vide  quam  ingratus  fit 
ifte  heros  erga  iEthiopem,  cujus  tamen  clavae  iftam  debet  vidlo- 
riam  :  quoniam  is  non  cupit  earn  uxorem  ducere,  acerrime  nunc 
ilium  perfequitur.  Mihi  fane  iEthiops  multo  redtius  fadturus 
fuifte  videtur,  ft  ex  Ovidii  tui  praecepto  a  Domina  incipiflet. 
Minor  quidem  voluptas  ifta  fuiflet,  fed  longe  majorem  iniviflet 
gratiam.  Divulgata  eft  paflim  haec  fabella  etiam  in  gazettis  publi- 
cis  Londinenfibus.  Addita  etiam  epigrammata. 

P.  651.  De  Salmafio  nihil  omnino  habeo,  quod  tibi  fignificem. 
Credo  enim  etiamnum  cum  folito  fuo  malo  conflidtari.  Retulit 
tamen  non  nemo,  eum  nunc  meliufcule  valere.  Lis  ipfi  eft  cum 
Moro.  Cupit  enim  ut  is  Anglicanam  fuam  in  uxorem  ducat, 
quod  alter  recufat.  Verum  ifti  duo  boni  amantes,  qui  nupertam 
fuaviter  et  amice  ofcula  jungebant,  valde  nunc  fibi  invicem  funt 
infenfi.  Ante  quatriduum  fiquidem,  cum  forte  Maur as  huic  nof- 
trae  occurreret  in  vafta  ifta  area,  quae  aedibus  Salmafii  adjacet, 
ftatim  ilia  capillitium  ejus  invafit,  pluribufque  adfecit  verberibus ; 
neque  eo  contenta,  etiam  fufte  in  ilium  faevire  conabatur,  nift 
bonus  illefocius  in  horreum  confugiflet,fuper  ftruicem  quandam, 
jadtuque  fe  vindicaflet  caefpitum.  Huic  fpedtaculo  non  defuit  in¬ 
gens  fpedlatorum  numerus,qui  ex  vicinia  paftim  eoconfluxerant* 
Vides  quam  omnes  iis  in  aedibus  funt  yuvaixox^arovfjLevoi,  Facile  hinc 
poftis  conjicere,  falfos  fuifte  rumores  qui  de  u  fubadta  Britannica” 
paftim  fuere  fparfi,  cum  ilia  potius  Maurum  fubegerit,  vel,  ft  verus 
ftt  rumor,  adparet  non  fatis  fuifte  fubadlam. 

P.  662.  Salmaftus  totus  eft  in  refponfo  ad  Miltonum.  Coep- 
tus  eft  jam  excudi,  qui  mole  non  erit  minor  priori.  Miltonum 
paftim  Catamitum  vocat,  aitque  cum  in  Italia  viliftimum  fuifte 
fcortum,  et  paucis  nummis  nates  proftituiffe.  Examinat  quoque 
paflim  carmina  ejus  Latina.  Diftidium  vero  quod  exercet  cum 
Moro,  indiescrefcit,  prefertim  poftquam  in  jus  vocavit  Anglicam. 
Infenfus  quoque  eft  alio  nomine,  nempe  quod  ipfum  Morus  cor- 
nigerum  vocarit. 
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P.  669.  Miltonum  mortuum  credideram,  lie  certe  nunciaras. 
Sed  praeftat  in  vivis  ilium  efle,  ut  Sycophantae  cum  Sycophantis 
committantur.  Poemataejus  mihi  oftendit  Holftenius.  Nihil  ilia 
ad  elegantiam  apologies.  In  profodiam  peccavit  frequenter.  Mag¬ 
nus  igitur  Salmalianae  crifi  campus  hie  eft  apertus,fed  qua  fronte 
alienos  ifte  verfus  notabit,  cujus  mulls  nihil  eft  cacatius  ?  Quod 
ait  adverfarium  (Miltonum)  nates  Italis  vendidifle,  mera  eft  ca- 
lumnia.  Utinam  ejus  malae  tarn  tutae  fuiffent  a  pugnis  uxoriis, 
quam  pofticum  Miltoni  os  a  ficariis  Hetrufcis!  Imo  invifus  eft 
Italis  Anglus  ifte,  inter  quos  multo  vixit  tempore,  ob  mores  ni- 
mis  feveros,  cum  et  de  religione  libenter  difputaret,  ac  multa  in 
Pontificem  Romanum  acerbe  effutiret,  quavis  occaftone. 


Benhall,  1851. 


SAMSON  AGONISTES, 

A  DRAMATIC  POEM. 

0 

Arijlot.  Poet .  Cap.  6. 

TpocyvSioc  ^{[Aricrig  rpocfcsog  (nrxdouocg ,  &C. 

'Tragoedia  eft  imitatio  adtionis  ferice ,  &c.  P m ifericord i a m  is 
metum  perficiens  talium  affedtuum  luftrationem. 


B 


Of  that  fort  of  Dramatic  Poem 
which  is  calP  d  'Tragedy. 


RAGEDY,  as  it  was  antiently  compos’d, 
hath  been  ever  held  the  graved:,  moral- 
eft,  and  moft  profitable  of  all  other 
Poems  :  therefore  laid  by  Arijlotle  to  be  of  power 
by  railing  pity  and  fear,  or  terror,  to  purge  the 
mind  of  thofe  and  fuch  like  paflions,  that  is  to 
temper  and  reduce  them  to  juft  meafure  with 
a  kind  of  delight,  ftirr’d  up  by  reading  or  feeing 
thofe  paflions  well  imitated.  Nor  is  Nature  want¬ 
ing  in  her  own  effects  to  make  good  his  aflertion  : 
for  fo  in  Phyfic  things  of  melancholic  hue  and 
quality  are  us’d  againft  melancholy,  fowr  againft 
fowr,  fait  to  remove  fait  humours.  Hence  Philo- 
fophers  and  other  graved:  Writers,  as  Cicero ,  Plu¬ 
tarch  and  others,  frequently  cite  out  of  Tragic 
Poets,  both  to  adorn  and  illuftrate  their  difcourfe. 
The  Apoftle  Paul  himfelf  thought  it  not  unworthy 
to  infert  a  verfe  of  Euripides  into  the  Text  of  Holy 
Scripture,  i  Cor.  15.  33.  and  Par  reus  commenting 
on  the  Revelation,  divides  the  whole  Book  as  a 
Tragedy,  into  Adts  diftinguifht  each  by  a  Chorus 
of  Heavenly  Harpings  and  Song  between.  Here- 
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tofore  Men  in  higheft  dignity  have  labour’d  not 
a  little  to  be  thought  able  to  compofe  a  Tragedy. 
Of  that  honour  Dionyjius  the  elder  was  no  lefs  am¬ 
bitious,  then  before  of  his  attaining  to  the  Tyranny. 
Augustus  Cczfar  alfo  had  begun  his  Ajax ,  but  unable 
to  pleafe  his  own  judgment  with  what  he  had  be¬ 
gun,  left  it  unfinifht.  Seneca  the  Philofopher  is  by 
fome  thought  the  Author  of  thofe  Tragedies  (at 
left  the  beft  of  them)  that  go  under  that  name. 
Gregory  Nazi anzen  a  Father  of  the  Church,  thought 
it  not  unbefeeming  the  fandfcity  of  his  perfon  to 
write  a  Tragedy,  which  he  entitl’d,  Chriji  fuff er mg. 
This  is  mention’d  to  vindicate  Tragedy  from  the 
fmall  efteern,  or  rather  infamy,  which  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  many  it  undergoes  at  this  day  with  other 
common  Interludes  ;  hap’ning  through  the  Poets 
error  of  intermixing  Comic  ftuff  with  Tragic  fad- 
nefs  and  gravity  ;  or  introducing  trivial  and  vulgar 
perfons,  which  by  all  judicious  hath  bin  counted 
abfurd  ;  and  brought  in  without  difcretion,  cor¬ 
ruptly  to  gratifie  the  people.  And  though  antient 
Tragedy  ufe  no  Prologue,  yet  ufing  fometimes,  in 
cafe  of  felf  defence,  or  explanation,  that  which 
Martial  calls  an  Epiftle  ;  in  behalf  of  this  Tragedy 
coming  forth  after  the  antient  manner,  much  dif¬ 
ferent  from  what  among  us  pafles  for  beft,  thus 
much  before-hand  may  be  Epiftl’d ;  that  Chorus 
is  here  introduc’d  after  the  Greek  manner,  not 
antient  only  but  modern,  and  ftill  in  ufe  among  the 
Italians .  In  the  modelling  therefore  of  this  Poem, 
with  good  reafon,  the  Antients  and  Italians  are 
rather  follow’d,  as  of  much  more  authority  and 


4 

fame.  The  meafure  of  Verfe  us’d  in  the  Chorus 
is  of  all  forts,  call’d  by  the  Greeks  Monoftrophic ,  or 
rather  Apolelymenon ,  without  regard  had  to  Strophe , 
Antiftrophe  or  Epod ,  which  were  a  kind  of  Stanza’s 
fram’d  only  for  the  Mafic,  then  us’d  with  the 
Chorus  that  fung ;  not  efiential  to  the  Poem,  and 
therefore  not  material  ;  or  being  divided  into 
Stanza’s  or  Paufes,  they  may  be  call’d  Allceojiropha . 
Divifion  into  Aft  and  Scene  referring  chiefly  to 
the  Stage  (to  which  this  work  never  was  intended) 
is  here  omitted. 

It  fuffices  if  the  whole  Drama  be  found  not 
produc’t  beyond  the  fift  Aft,  of  the  ftyle  and  uni- 
formitie,  and  that  commonly  call’d  the  Plot,  whe¬ 
ther  intricate  or  explicit,  which  is  nothing  indeed 
but  fuch  (economy,  or  difpofition  of  the  fable  as 
may  hand  heft  with  verifimilitude  and  decorum  ; 
they  only  will  beft  judge  who  are  not  unacquainted 
with  /. TLfchulus ,  Sophocles ,  and  Euripides ,  the  three 
Tragic  Poets  unequall’d  yet  by  any,  and  the  beft 
rule  to  all  who  endeavour  to  write  Tragedy.  The 
circumfcription  of  time  wherein  the  whole  Drama 
begins  and  ends,  is  according  to  antient  rule,  and 
beft  example,  within  the  fpace  of  24  hours. 


THE  ARGUMENT. 


SAMSON  made  Captive,  Blind,  and  now  in  the  Prifon 
at  Gaza,  there  to  labour  as  in  a  common  work-houfe,  on 
a  Feftival  day,  in  the  general  cejjation  from  labour ,  comes 
forth  into  the  open  Air,  to  a  place  nigh,  fomew hat  retir'd 
there  to  fit  a  while  and  bemoan  his  condition.  Where  he 
happens  at  length  to  be  vifited  by  certain  friends  and  equals 
of  his  tribe,  which  make  the  Chorus,  who  feek  to  comfort 
him  what  they  can  ;  then  by  his  old  Father  Manoa,  who 
endeavours  the  like,  and  withal  tells  him  his  purpofe  to 
procure  his  liberty  by  ranfom  ;  laftly ,  that  this  Feaft  was 
proclaim'd  by  the  Philiftins  as  a  day  of  Fhankfgiving  for 
their  deliverance  from  the  hands  of  Samfon,  which  yet  more 
troubles  him.  Manoa  then  departs  to  profecute  his  endea¬ 
vour  with  the  Philiftian  Lords  for  Samfon’s  redemption  ; 
who  in  the  mean  while  is  vifited  by  other  perfons ;  and 
laftly  by  a  publick  Ojficer  to  require  his  coming  to  the 
Feaft  before  the  Lords  and  People,  to  play  or  fhew  his 
ftrength  in  their  prefence  ;  he  at  firft  refufes,  difmiffing  the 
publick  Officer  with  abfolute  denyal  to  come ;  at  length 
perfwaded  inwardly  that  this  was  from  God,  he  yields  to 
go  along  with  him,  who  came  now  the  fecond  time  with 
great  threatenings  to  fetch  him  ;  the  Chorus  yet  remaining 
on  the  place,  Manoa  returns  full  of  joyful  hope,  to  procure 
d  re  long  his  Sons  deliverance  :  in  the  midft  of  which  dif- 
courfe  an  Ebrew  comes  in  hafte  confufedly  at  firft ;  and 
afterward  more  diftindlly  relating  the  Cataftrophe,  what 
Samfon  had  done  to  the  Philiftins,  and  by  accident  to  him- 
Jelf ;  wherewith  the  Fragedy  ends. 


THE  PERSONS. 

Samfon. 

Manoa  the  Father  of  Samfon. 
Dalila  his  Wife. 

Harapha  of  Gath. 

Publick  Officer. 

Meffienger. 

Chorus  of  Danites. 

The  Scene  before  the  Prifon  in  Gaza. 


Samfon  Agoniftes* 

Samfon . 

LITTLE  onward  lend  thy  guiding 
hand 

To  thefe  dark  fteps,  a  little  further  on  ; 
For  yonder  bank  hath  choice  of  Sun 
or  fhade, 

There  I  am  wont  to  fit,  when  any  chance 
Relieves  me  from  my  talk  of  fervile  toyl, 

Daily  in  the  common  Prifon  elfe  enjoyn’d  me, 
Where  I  a  Prifoner  chain’d,  fcarce  freely  draw 
The  air  imprifon’d  alfo,  clofe  and  damp, 
Unwholfom  draught  :  but  here  I  feel  amends,  9 
The  breath  ofHeav’n  frefh-blowing,  pure  and  fweet. 
With  day-fpring  born;  here  leave  me  to  refpire. 
This  day  a  folemn  Feaft  the  people  hold 
To  Dagon  their  Sea-Idol,  and  forbid 
Laborious  works,  unwillingly  this  reft 
Their  Superftition  yields  me  ;  hence  with  leave 
Retiring  from  the  popular  noife,  I  feek 
This  unfrequented  place  to  find  fome  eafe, 

Eafe  to  the  body  fome,  none  to  the  mind 
From  reftlefs  thoughts,  that  like  a  deadly  fwarm 
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Of  Hornets  arm’d,  no  fooner  found  alone,  20 
But  rufh  upon  me  thronging,  and  prefent 
Times  paid,  what  once  I  was,  and  what  am  now. 
O  wherefore  was  my  birth  from  Heaven  foretold 
Twice  by  an  Angel,  who  at  laft  in  fight 
Of  both  my  Parents  all  in  flames  afcended 
From  off  the  Altar,  where  an  Oft’ring  burn’d, 

As  in  a  fiery  column  charioting 

His  Godlike  prefence,  and  from  fome  great  a£t 

Or  benefit  reveal’d  to  Abraham  s  race  ? 

Why  was  my  breeding  order’d  and  prefcrib’d  30 
As  of  a  perfon  feparate  to  God, 

Defign’d  for  great  exploits  ;  if  I  muft  dye 
Betray’d,  Captiv’d,  and  both  my  Eyes  put  out, 
Made  of  my  Enemies  the  fcorn  and  gaze  ; 

To  grind  in  Brazen  Fetters  under  talk 
With  this  Heav’n-gifted  ftrength  ?  O  glorious 
Put  to  the  labour  of  a  Beall,  debas’t  [ftrength 
Lower  then  bondflave  !  Promife  was  that  I 
Should  Ifrael  from  Philijiian  yoke  deliver  ; 

Aik  for  this  great  Deliverer  now,  and  find  him  40 
Eyelefs  in  Gaza  at  the  Mill  with  Haves, 

Himfelf  in  bonds  under  Philijiian  yoke  ; 

Yet  day,  let  me  not  rafhly  call  in  doubt 
Divine  Prediction  ;  what  if  all  foretold 
Had  been  fulfilld  but  through  mine  own  default, 
Whom  have  1  to  complain  of  but  my  felf  ? 

Who  this  high  gift  of  ftrength  committed  to  me, 
In  what  part  lodg’d,  how  eafily  bereft  me, 

Under  the  Seal  of  filence  could  not  keep, 

But  weakly  to  a  woman  muft  reveal  it,  50 

O become  with  importunity  and  tears. 
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O  impotence  of  mind,  in  body  ftrong  ! 

But  what  is  ftrength  without  a  double  fhare 
Of  wifdom,  vaft,  unwieldy,  burdenfom, 

Proudly  fecure,  yet  liable, to  fall 
By  weakeft  futtleties,  not  made  to  rule, 

But  to  fubferve  where  wifdom  bears  command. 
God,  when  he  gave  me  ftrength,  to  fhew  withal 
How  flight  the  gift  was,  hung  it  in  my  Hair. 

But  peace,  I  muft  not  quarrel  with  the  will  60 
Of  higheft  difpenfation,  which  herein 
Happ’ly  had  ends  above  my  reach  to  know  : 
Suffices  that  to  me  ftrength  is  my  bane, 

And  proves  the  fourfe  of  all  my  miferies ; 

So  many,  and  fo  huge,  that  each  apart 
Would  alk  a  life  to  wail,  but  chief  of  all, 

O  lofs  of  fight,  of  thee  I  mod  complain  ! 

Blind  among  enemies,  O  worfe  then  chains, 
Dungeon,  or  beggery,  or  decrepit  age  ! 

Light  the  prime  work  of  God  to  me  is  extindl,  70 
And  all  her  various  objects  of  delight 
AnnulFd,  which  might  in  part  my  grief  have  eas’d, 
Inferiour  to  the  vileft  now  become 
Of  man  or  worm  ;  the  vileft  here  excel  me, 

They  creep,  yet  fee,  I  dark  in  light  expos’d 
To  daily  fraud,  contempt,  abufe  and  wrong, 
Within  doors,  or  without,  ftill  as  a  fool, 

In  power  of  others,  never  in  my  own  ; 

Scarce  half  I  feem  to  live,  dead  more  then  half. 

O  dark,  dark,  dark,  amid  the  blaze  of  noon,  80 
Irrecoverably  dark,  total  Ecliple 
Without  all  hope  of  day  ! 

O  firft  created  Beam,  and  thou  great  Word, 
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Let  there  be  light,  and  light  was  over  all  ; 

Why  am  I  thus  bereav’d  thy  prime  decree  ? 

The  Sun  to  me  is  dark 
And  filent  as  the  Moon, 

When  fhe  deferts  the  night 
Hid  in  her  vacant  interlunar  cave. 

Since  light  fo  neceffary  is  to  life,  90 

And  almoft  life  itfelf,  if  it  be  true 
That  light  is  in  the  Soul, 

She  all  in  every  part  ;  why  was  the  light 
To  fuch  a  tender  ball  as  th’  eye  confin’d? 

So  obvious  and  fo  eafie  to  be  quench’t. 

And  not  as  feeling  through  all  parts  diffus’d, 

That  (he  might  look  at  will  through  every  pore  ? 
Then  had  1  not  been  thus  exil’d  from  light ; 

As  in  the  land  of  darknefs  yet  in  light. 

To  live  a  life  half  dead,  a  living  death,  100 

And  buried  ;  but  O  yet  more  miferable ! 

My  felf,  my  Sepulcher,  a  moving  Grave, 

Buried,  yet  not  exempt 

By  priviledge  of  death  and  burial 

From  world  of  other  evils,  pains  and  wrongs. 

But  made  hereby  obnoxious  more 
To  all  the  miferies  of  life. 

Life  in  captivity 
Among  inhuman  foes. 

But  who  are  thefe  ?  for  with  joint  pace  I  hear  no 
The  tread  of  many  feet  Hearing  this  way  ; 

Perhaps  my  enemies  who  come  to  ftare 
At  my  affliction,  and  perhaps  to  infult, 

Their  daily  practice  to  affliCt  me  more. 

Chor.  This,  this  is  he  ;  foftly  a  while, 
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Let  us  not  break  in  upon  him ; 

O  change  beyond  report,  thought,  or  belief! 

See  how  he  lies  at  random,  carelefly  diffus’d, 

With  languifh’t  head  unpropt, 

As  one  paft  hope,  abandon’d  120 

And  by  himfelf  given  over  ; 

In  flavifh  habit,  ill-fitted  weeds 
O’re  worn  and  foild  ; 

Or  do  my  eyes  mifreprefent  ?  Can  this  be  hee, 
That  Heroic,  that  Renown’d, 

Irreliftible  Samfon  ?  whom  unarm’d  [withfland  ; 
No  ftrength  of  man,  or  fierceft  wild  beaft  could 
Who  tore  the  Lion,  as  the  Lion  tears  the  Kid, 
Ran  on  embattelld  Armies  clad  in  Iron, 

And  weaponlefs  himfelf,  130 

Made  Arms  ridiculous,  ufelefs  the  forgery 
Of  brazen  fhield  and  fpear,  the  hammer’d  Cuirafs, 
Chalybean  temper’d  fteel,  and  frock  of  mail 
Adamantean  Proof ; 

But  fafeft  he  who  ftood  aloof, 

When  infupportably  his  foot  advanc’t, 

In  fcorn  of  their  proud  arms  and  warlike  tools. 
Spurn’d  them  to  death  by  Troops.  The  bold  Af- 
calonite 

Fled  from  his  Lion  ramp,  old  Warriors  turn’d 
Their  plated  backs  under  his  heel ;  140 

Or  grovling  foild  their  crefled  helmets  in  the  dull:. 
Then  with  what  trivial  weapon  came  to  hand, 
The  Jaw  of  a  dead  Afs,  his  fword  of  bone, 

A  thoufand  fore-fkins  fell,  the  flower  of  Palefiin 
In  Ramath-lechz  famous  to  this  day :  [bore 

Then  by  main  force  pull’d  up,  and  on  his  fhoulders 
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The  Gates  of  Azza ,  Poft,  and  maffie  Bar 
Up  to  the  Hill  by  Hebron ,  feat  of  Giants  old, 

No  journey  of  a  Sabbath  day,  and  loaded  fo  ;  149 

Like  whom  the  Gentiles  feign  to  bear  up  Heav’n. 
Which  {hall  I  firft  bewail, 

Thy  Bondage  or  loft  Sight, 

Prifon  within  Prifon 
Infeparably  dark? 

Thou  art  become  (O  worft  imprifonment ! ) 

The  Dungeon  of  thy  felf ;  thy  Soul 
(Which  Men  enjoying  fight  oft  without  caufe 
Imprifon’d  now  indeed,  [complain) 

In  real  darknefs  of  the  body  dwells, 

Shut  up  from  outward  light  160 

To  incorporate  with  gloomy  night; 

For  inward  light  alas 
Puts  forth  no  vifual  beam. 

O  mirror  of  our  fickle  ftate, 

Since  man  on  earth  unparalleled  ! 

The  rarer  thy  example  ftands, 

By  how  much  from  the  top  of  wondrous  glory, 
Strongeft  of  mortal  men, 

To  loweft  pitch  of  abjedt  fortune  thou  art  fall’n. 
For  him  I  reckon  not  in  high  eftate  170 

Whom  long  defcent  of  birth 
Or  the  fphear  of  fortune  raifes; 

But  thee  whofeftrength,  while  vertue  was  her  mate, 
Might  have  fubdu’d  the  Earth, 

Univerfally  crown’d  with  higheft  praifes. 

Sam.  I  hear  the  found  of  words,  their  fenfe  the  air 
Diftblves  unjointed  e’re  it  reach  my  ear. 

Chor.  Hee  fpeaks,  let  us  draw  nigh.  Matchlefs 
in  might, 
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The  glory  late  of  Ifrael ,  now  the  grief ;  179 

We  come  thy  friends  and  neighbours  not  unknown 
From  EJhtaol  and  Zora  s  fruitful  Vale 
To  vifit  or  bewail  thee,  or  if  better, 

Counfel  or  Confolation  we  may  bring, 

Salve  to  thy  Sores,  apt  words  have  power  to  fwage 
The  tumors  of  a  troubl’d  mind, 

And  are  as  Balm  to  fetter’d  wounds. 

Sam.  Your  coming,  Friends,  revives  me,  for  I 
Now  of  my  own  experience,  not  by  talk,  [learn 
How  counterfeit  a  coin  they  are  who  friends 
Bear  in  their  Superfcription  (of  the  mo  ft  190 

I  would  be  underftood)  in  profperous  days 
They  fwarm,  but  in  adverfe  withdraw  their  head 
Not  to  be  found,  though  fought.  Y ee  fee,  O  friends, 
How  many  evils  have  enclos’d  me  round  ; 

Yet  that  which  was  the  worft  now  leaft  affiidts  me, 
Blindnefs,  for  had  I  light,  confus’d  with  fhame, 
How  could  I  once  look  up,  or  heave  the  head, 
Who  like  a  foolilh  Pilot  have  fhipwrack’t, 

My  Veftel  trufted  to  me  from  above, 

Glorioully  rigg’d  ;  and  for  a  word,  a  tear,  200 
Fool,  have  divulg’d  the  fecret  gift  of  God 
To  a  deceitful  Woman  :  tell  me  Friends, 

Am  1  not  fung  and  proverbd  for  a  Fool 
In  every  ftreet,  do  they  not  fay,  how  well 
Are  come  upon  him  his  deferts  ?  yet  why  ? 
Immealurable  ftrength  they  might  behold 
In  me,  of  wifdom  nothing  more  then  mean  ; 

This  with  the  other  fhould,  at  leaft,  have  paird, 
Thefe  two  proportiond  ill  drove  me  tranfverfe. 

Chor .  Tax  not  divine  difpolal,  wifeft  Men  210 
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Have  err’d,  and  by  bad  Women  been  deceiv’d  ; 
And  fball  again,  pretend  they  ne’re  fo  wife. 

Dejedl  not  then  fo  overmuch  thy  felf, 

Who  haft  of  forrow  thy  full  load  befides  ; 

Yet  truth  to  fay,  1  oft  have  heard  men  wonder 
Why  thou  fhouldft  wed  Philiftian  women  rather 
Then  of  thine  own  Tribe  fairer,  or  as  fair, 

At  leaft  of  thy  own  Nation,  and  as  noble. 

Sam .  The  firft  I  faw  at  Timna ,  and  fhe  pleas’d 
Mee,  not  my  Parents,  that  I  fought  to  wed,  220 
The  daughter  of  an  Infidel :  they  knew  not 
That  what  I  motion’d  was  of  God ;  I  knew 
From  intimate  impulfe,  and  therefore  urg’d 
The  Marriage  on  ;  that  by  occafion  hence 
I  might  begin  Ifrael' s  Deliverance, 

The  work  to  which  I  was  divinely  call’d  ; 

She  proving  falfe,  the  next  I  took  to  Wife 
(O  that  I  never  had !  fond  wifh  too  late) 

Was  in  the  Vale  of  Sorec,  Dali/a , 

That  fpecious  Monfter,  my  accomplifht  fnare.  230 
I  thought  it  lawful  from  my  former  adl, 

And  the  fame  end ;  ftill  watching  to  opprefs 
Ifrael' s  oppreffours  :  of  what  now  I  fuffer 
She  was  not  the  prime  caufe,  but  I  my  felf, 

Who  vanquiiht  with  a  peal  of  words  (O  weaknefs!) 
Gave  up  my  fort  of  filence  to  a  Woman. 

Chor.  In  feeking  juft  occafion  to  provoke 
The  Philiji  ine ,  thy  Countries  Enemy, 

Thou  never  waft  remifs,  I  bear  thee  witnefs  : 

Yet  Ifrael  ftill  ferves  with  all  his  Sons.  240 

Sam .  That  fault  I  take  not  on  me,  but  transfer 
On  Ifrael' s  Governours,  and  Heads  of  Tribes, 
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Who  feeing  thofe  great  a£ts  which  God  had  done 
Singly  by  me  againft  their  Conquerours 
Acknowledg’d  not,  or  not  at  all  confider’d 
Deliverance  offerd  :  I  on  th’  other  fide 
Us’d  no  ambition  to  commend  my  deeds,  [dooer; 
The  deeds  themfelves,  though  mute,  fpoke  loud  the 
But  they  perfifted  deaf,  and  would  not  feem  249 
To  count  them  things  worth  notice,  till  at  length 
Their  Lords  the  Philijiines  with  gather’d  powers 
Enterd  Judea  feeking  mee,  who  then 
Safe  to  the  rock  of  Etham  was  retir’d, 

Not  flying,  but  fore-cafting  in  what  place 
To  fet  upon  them,  what  advantag’d  beft  ; 

Mean  while  the  men  of  Judah  to  prevent 
The  harrafs  of  their  Land,  befet  me  round  ; 

I  willingly  on  fome  conditions  came 
Into  their  hands,  and  they  as  gladly  yield  me 
To  the  uncircumcis’d  a  welcom  prey,  260 

Bound  with  two  cords;  but  cords  to  me  were  threds 
Toucht  with  the  flame:  on  their  whole  II oft  I  flew 
Unarm’d,  and  with  a  trivial  weapon  fell’d 
Their  choiceft  youth  ;  they  only  liv’d  who  fled. 
Had  Judah  that  day  join’d,  or  one  whole  Tribe, 
They  had  by  this  poffefs’d  the  Towers  of  Gath, 
And  lorded  over  them  whom  now  they  ferve  ; 
But  what  more  oft  in  Nations  grown  corrupt. 
And  by  their  vices  brought  to  fervitude. 

Then  to  love  Bondage  more  then  Liberty,  270 
Bondage  with  eafe  then  ftrenuous  liberty ; 

And  to  defpife,  or  envy,  or  fufpedt 
Whom  God  hath  of  his  fpecial  favour  rais’d 
As  their  Deliverer ;  if  he  aught  begin, 
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How  frequent  to  deiert  him,  and  at  laft 
To  heap  ingratitude  on  worthieft  deeds? 

Chor.  Thy  words  to  my  remembrance  bring 
How  Sue  cot  h  and  the  Fort  of  Penuel 
Their  great  Deliverer  contemn’d, 

The  matchlefs  Gideon  in  purfuit  280 

Of  Madian  and  her  vanquifht  Kings  : 

And  how  ingrateful  Ephraim 

Had  dealt  with  Jephtha ,  who  by  argument. 

Not  worfe  then  by  his  fhield  and  fpear 
Defended  IJrael  from  the  Ammonite , 

Had  not  his  prowefs  quell’d  their  pride 
In  that  fore  battel  when  fo  many  dy’d 
Without  Reprieve  adjudg’d  to  death, 

For  want  of  well  pronouncing  Shibboleth . 

Sam.  Of  fuch  examples  adde  mee  to  the  roul, 
Mee  eafily  indeed  mine  may  negledt,  291 

But  Gods  propos’d  deliverance  not  fo. 

Chor.  Juft  are  the  ways  of  God, 

And  juftifiable  to  Men  ; 

Unlefs  there  be  who  think  not  God  at  all, 

If  any  be,  they  walk  obfeure  ; 

For  of  fuch  Dodtrine  never  was  there  School, 

But  the  heart  of  the  Fool, 

And  no  man  therein  Dodtor  but  himfelf. 

Yet  more  there  be  who  doubt  his  ways  not  juft, 
As  to  his  own  edidts,  found  contradidling,  301 
Then  give  the  rains  to  wandring  thought, 
Regardlefs  of  his  glories  diminution  ; 

Till  by  their  own  perplexities  involv’d 
They  ravel  more,  ftill  lefs  refolv’d, 

But  never  find  felf-fatisfying  folution. 
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As  if  they  would  confine  th’  interminable. 

And  tie  him  to  his  own  prefcript, 

Who  made  our  Laws  to  bind  us,  not  himfelf, 

And  hath  full  right  to  exempt  310 

Whom  fo  it  pleafes  him  by  choice 
From  National  obftridtion,  without  taint 
Of  fin,  or  legal  debt ; 

For  with  his  own  Laws  he  can  beft  difpence. 

He  would  not  elfe  who  never  wanted  means, 
Nor  in  refpedt  of  the  enemy  juft  caufe 
To  fet  his  people  free, 

Have  prompted  this  Heroic  Nazarite , 

Againft  his  vow  of  ftridteft  purity, 

To  feek  in  marriage  that  fallacious  Bride,  320 
Unclean,  unchafte. 

Down  Reafonthen,  at  leaft  vain  reafoningsdown, 
Though  Reafon  here  aver 
That  moral  verdit  quits  her  of  unclean  : 

Unchafte  was  fubfequent,  her  ftain  not  his. 

But  fee  here  comes  thy  reverend  Sire 
With  careful  ftep,  Locks  white  as  doune, 

Old  Manoah  :  advife 

Forthwith  how  thou  oughtft  to  receive  him. 

Sam.  Ay  me,  another  inward  grief  awak’t,  330 
With  mention  of  that  name  renews  th’  aftault. 

Man.  Brethren  and  men  of  Dan,  for  fuchyefeem. 
Though  in  this  uncouth  place  ;  if  old  refpedt. 

As  I  fuppofe,  towards  your  once  gloried  friend, 
My  Son  now  Captive,  hither  hath  inform’d 
Your  younger  feet,  while  mine  caft  back  with  age 
Came  lagging  after;  fay  if  he  be  here. 

Chor.  As  fignal  now  in  low  dejedled  ftate, 
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As  earft  in  higheft,  behold  him  where  he  lies. 

Man.  O  miferable  change !  is  this  the  man, 
That  invincible  Samfon,  far  renown’d,  341 

The  dread  of  Ifrael's  foes,  who  with  a  ftrength 
Equivalent  to  Angels  walk’d  their  flreets, 

None  offering  fight ;  who  fingle  combatant 
Duelfd  their  Armies  rank’t  in  proud  array, 
Himfelf  an  Army,  now  unequal  match 
To  fave  himfelf  againft  a  coward  arm’d 
At  one  fpears  length.  O  ever  failing 
In  mortal  ftrength  !  and  oh  what  not  in  man 
Deceivable  and  vain  !  Nay  what  thing  good  350 
Pray’d  for,  but  often  proves  our  woe,  our  bane? 

I  pray’d  for  Children,  and  thought  barrennefs 
In  wedlock  a  reproach  ;  I  gain’d  a  Son, 

And  fuch  a  Son  as  all  Men  hail’d  me  happy ; 
Who  would  be  now  a  Father  in  my  Head  ? 

O  wherefore  did  God  grant  me  my  requeft, 

And  as  a  bleffing  with  fuch  pomp  adorn’d  ? 

Why  are  his  gifts  defirable,  to  tempt 
Our  earneft  Prayers,  then  giv’n  with  folemn  hand 
As  Graces,  draw  a  Scorpions  tail  behind?  360 
For  this  did  the  Angel  twice  defcend  ?  for  this 
Ordain’d  thy  nurture  holy,  as  of  a  Plant ; 

Seled:,  and  Sacred,  Glorious  for  a  while. 

The  miracle  of  men  :  then  in  an  hour 
Enfnar’d,  affaulted,  overcome,  led  bound. 

Thy  Foes  deriflon,  Captive,  Poor,  and  Blind 
Into  a  Dungeon  thruft,  to  work  with  Slaves? 

Alas  methinks  whom  God  hath  chofen  once 
To  worthieft  deeds,  if  he  through  frailty  err, 

He  fhould  not  fo  o’rewhelm,  and  as  a  thrall 
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Subjedt  him  to  fo  foul  indignities, 

Be  it  but  for  honours  fake  of  former  deeds. 

Sam .  Appoint  not  heavenly  difpoiition,  Father, 
Nothing  of  all  thefe  evils  hath  befall’n  me 
But  juftly;  I  my  felf  have  brought  them  on, 

Sole  Author  I,  foie  caufe  :  if  aught  feem  vile, 

As  vile  hath  been  my  folly,  who  have  profan’d 
The  myftery  of  God  giv’n  me  under  pledge 
Of  vow,  and  have  betray’d  it  to  a  woman, 

A  Canaanitey  my  faithlefs  enemy.  380 

This  well  I  knew,  nor  was  at  all  furpris’d, 

But  warn’d  by  oft  experience  :  did  not  fhe 
Of  TAmna  firft  betray  me,  and  reveal 
The  fecret  wrefted  from  me  in  her  highth 
Of  Nuptial  Love  profeft,  carrying  it  ftrait 
To  them  who  had  corrupted  her,  my  Spies, 

And  Rivals  ?  In  this  other  was  there  found 
More  Faith  ?  who  alfo  in  her  prime  of  love, 
Spoufal  embraces,  vitiated  with  Gold, 

Though  offer’d  only,  by  the  fent  conceiv’d  390 
Her  fpurious  firft-born  ;  Treafon  againft  me  ? 
Thrice  fhe  affay’d  with  flattering  prayers  and  fighs. 
And  amorous  reproaches  to  win  from  me 
My  capital  fecret,  in  what  part  my  ftrength 
Lay  ftor’d,  in  what  part  fumm’d,that  fhe  might  know: 
Thrice  I  deluded  her,  and  turn’d  to  fport 
Her  importunity,  each  time  perceiving 
How  openly,  and  with  what  impudence 
She  purpos’d  to  betray  me,  and  (which  was  worfe 
Then  undiffembl’d  hate)  with  what  contempt  400 
She  fought  to  make  me  Tray  tor  to  my  felf; 

Yet  the  fourth  time,  when  muftring  all  her  wiles. 
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With  blandilht  parlies,  feminine  affaults, 
Tongue-batteries,  fhe  furceas’d  not  day  nor  night 
To  dorm  me  over-watch’t,  and  wearied  out. 

At  times  when  men  feek  moft  repofe  and  reft, 

I  yielded,  and  unlock’d  her  all  my  heart, 

Who  with  a  grain  of  manhood  well  refolv’d 
Might  eafily  have  fhook  off  all  her  fnares : 

But  foul  effeminacy  held  me  yok’t  410 

Her  Bond-flave  ;  O  indignity,  O  blot 
To  Honour  and  Religion!  fervil  mind 
Rewarded  well  with  fervil  punifhment ! 

The  bafe  degree  to  which  I  now  am  fall’n, 

Thefe  rags,  this  grinding,  is  not  yet  fo  bafe 
As  was  my  former  fervitude,  ignoble, 

Unmanly,  ignominious,  infamous, 

True  flavery,  and  that  blindnefs  worfe  then  this, 
That  faw  not  how  degeneratly  I  ferv’d.  419 

Man.  I  cannot  praife  thy  Marriage  choifes,  Son, 
Rather  approv’d  them  not ;  but  thou  didft  plead 
Divine  impulfton  prompting  how  thou  might’ft 
Find  fome  occafion  to  infeft  our  Foes. 

I  ftate  not  that ;  this  I  am  fure  ;  our  Foes 
Found  foon  occafion  thereby  to  make  thee 
Their  Captive,  and  their  triumph  ;  thou  the  fooner 
Temptation  found’d,  or  over-potent  charms 
To  violate  the  facred  truft  of  filence 
Depofited  within  thee  ;  which  to  have  kept 
Tacit,  was  in  thy  power  ;  true  ;  and  thou  bear’d 
Enough,  and  more  the  burden  of  that  fault ;  431 

Bitterly  haft  thou  paid,  and  ftill  art  paying 
That  rigid  fcore.  A  worfe  thing  yet  remains, 
This  day  the  Philijiines  a  popular  Feaft 
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Here  celebrate  in  Gaza ;  and  proclaim 
Great  Pomp,  and  Sacrifice,  and  Praifes  loud 
To  Dagon ,  as  their  God  who  hath  deliver’d 
Thee  Samfon  bound  and  blind  into  their  hands, 
Them  out  of  thine,  who  flew’ft  them  many  a  {lain. 
So  Dagon  fhall  be  magnin’d,  and  God,  440 

Befides  whom  is  no  God,  compar’d  with  Idols, 
Difglorifi’d,  blafphem’d,  and  had  in  fcorn 
By  th’  Idolatrous  rout  am  id  ft  their  wine  ; 

Which  to  have  come  to  pafs  by  means  of  thee, 
Samfon ,  of  all  thy  bufferings  think  the  heavieft, 

Of  all  reproach  the  mo  ft  with  fhame  that  ever 
Could  have  befall’n  thee  and  thy  Fathers  houfe. 

Sam .  Father,  I  do  acknowledge  and  confefs 
That  I  this  honour,  I  this  pomp  have  brought 
To  Dagon ,  and  advanc’d  his  praifes  high  450 

Among  the  Heathen  round  ;  to  God  have  brought 
Difhonour,  obloquie,  and  op’t  the  mouths 
Of  Idolifts,  and  Atheifts  ;  have  brought  fcandal 
To  Ifrael ,  diffidence  of  God,  and  doubt 
In  feeble  hearts,  propenfe  anough  before 
To  waver,  or  fall  off  and  joyn  with  Idols; 

Which  is  my  chief  affliction,  fhame  and  borrow, 
The  anguifh  of  my  Soul,  that  buffers  not 
Mine  eie  to  harbour  deep,  or  thoughts  to  reft. 
This  only  hope  relieves  me,  that  the  ftrife  460 
With  me  hath  end  ;  all  the  conteft  is  now 
’Twixt  God  and  Dagon  ;  Dagon  hath  prefum’d, 
Me  overthrown,  to  enter  lifts  with  God, 

Plis  Deity  comparing  and  preferring 
Before  the  God  of  Abraham.  He,  be  fure, 

Will  not  connive,  or  linger,  thus  provok’d. 
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But  will  arife  and  his  great  name  affert : 

Dagon  mu  ft  ftoop,  and  fhall  e’re  long  receive 
Such  a  difcomfit,  as  fhall  quite  defpoil  him 
Of  all  thefe  boafted  Trophies  won  on  me,  470 
And  with  confufion  blank  his  Worfhippers. 

Man.  With  caufe  this  hope  relieves  thee,  and 
I  as  a  Prophecy  receive  :  for  God,  [thefe  words 
Nothing  more  certain,  will  not  long  defer 
To  vindicate  the  glory  of  his  name 
Againft  all  competition,  nor  will  long 
Endure  it,  doubtful  whether  God  be  Lord, 

Or  Dagon.  But  for  thee  what  fhall  be  done  ? 
Thou  mufc  not  in  the  mean  while  here  forgot 
Lie  in  this  miferable  loathfom  plight  480 

Negledted.  I  already  have  made  way 
To  fome  Philijl  ian  Lords,  with  whom  to  treat 
About  thy  ranfom  :  well  they  may  by  this 
Have  fatisfi’d  their  utmoft  of  revenge 
By  pains  and  flaveries,  worfe  then  death  inflidted 
On  thee,  who  now  no  more  canft  do  them  harm. 

Sam.  Spare  that  propofal,  Father,  fpare  the 
Of  that  follicitation  ;  let  me  here,  [trouble 

As  I  deferve,  pay  on  my  punifhment ; 

And  expiate,  if  poffible,  my  crime,  490 

Shameful  garrulity.  To  have  reveal’d 
Secrets  of  men,  the  fecrets  of  a  friend, 

How  hainous  had  the  fadt  been,  how  deferving 
Contempt,  and  fcorn  of  all,  to  be  excluded 
All  friendfhip,  and  avoided  as  a  blab, 

The  mark  of  fool  fet  on  his  front  ? 

But  I  Gods  counfel  have  not  kept,  his  holy  fecret 
Prefumptuoufly  have  publifh’d,  impioufly, 
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Weakly  at  leaft,  and  fhamefuliy  :  A  iin 

That  Gentiles  in  their  Parables  condemn  500 

To  their  abyfs  and  horrid  pains  confin’d. 

Man.  Be  penitent  and  for  thy  fault  contrite, 
But  aCt  not  in  thy  own  affliction,  Son, 

Repent  the  fin,  but  if  the  punifhment 
Thou  canft  avoid,  felf-prefervation  bids  ; 

Or  th’  execution  leave  to  high  difpofal, 

And  let  another  hand,  not  thine,  exaCt 
Thy  penal  forfeit  from  thy  felf ;  perhaps 
God  will  relent,  and  quit  thee  all  his  debt  ; 

Who  evermore  approves  and  more  accepts  510 
(Belt  pleas’d  with  humble  and  filial  fubmiffion) 
Him  who  imploring  mercy  fues  for  life, 

Then  who  felf-rigorous  choofes  death  as  due ; 
Which  argues  over-juft,  and  felf-difpleas’d 
For  felf-offence,  more  then  for  God  offended. 
RejeCt  not  then  what  offerd  means,  who  knows 
But  God  hath  fet  before  us,  to  return  thee 
Home  to  thy  countrey  and  his  facred  houfe, 
Where  thou  mayft  bring  thy  offerings,  to  avert 
His  further  ire,  with  praiers  and  vows  renew’d. 

Sam .  His  pardon  I  implore  ;  but  as  for  life, 

To  what  end  fhould  I  feek  it  ?  when  in  ftrength 
All  mortals  I  excell’d,  and  great  in  hopes 
With  youthful  courage  and  magnanimous  thoughts 
Of  birth  from  Heav’n  foretold  and  high  exploits. 
Full  of  divine  inftinCt,  after  fome  proof 
Of  aCts  indeed  heroic,  far  beyond 
The  Sons  of  Anac>  famous  now  and  blaz’d, 
Fearlefs  of  danger,  like  a  petty  God 
I  walk’d  about  admir’d  of  all  and  dreaded  530 
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On  hoftile  ground,  none  daring  my  affront. 

Then  fwoll’n  with  pride  into  the  fnare  I  fell 
Of  fair  fallacious  looks,  venereal  trains, 

Softn’d  with  pleafure  and  voluptuous  life  ; 

At  length  to  lay  my  head  and  hallow’d  pledge 
Of  all  my  ftrength  in  the  lafcivious  lap 
Of  a  deceitful  Concubine  who  fhore  me 
Like  a  tame  Weather,  all  my  precious  fleece, 
Then  turn’d  me  out  ridiculous,  defpoil’d, 

Shav’n,  and  difarm’d  among  my  enemies.  540 

Chor .  Defire  of  wine  and  all  delicious  drinks, 
Which  many  a  famous  Warriour  overturns, 

Thou  couldft  reprefs,  nor  did  the  dancing  Rubie 
Sparkling,  out-pow’rd,  the  flavor,  or  the  fmell, 

Or  tafte  that  cheers  the  heart  of  Gods  and  men, 
Allure  thee  from  the  cool  Cryftalline  ftream. 

Sam.  Where  ever  fountain  orfrelh  current  flow’d 
Againft  the  Eaftern  ray,  tranflucent,  pure. 

With  touch  aetherial  of  Heav’ns  fiery  rod 
I  drank,  from  the  clear  milkie  juice  allaying  550 
Thirft,  and  refreftit  ;  nor  envy’d  them  the  grape 
Whofe  heads  that  turbulent  liquor  fills  with  fumes. 

Chor.  O  madnefs,  to  think  ufe  of  ftrongeft  wines 
And  ftrongeft  drinks  our  chief  fupport  of  health, 
When  God  with  thefe  forbid’n  made  choice  to  rear 
His  mighty  Champion,  ftrong  above  compare, 
Whofe  drink  was  only  from  the  liquid  brook. 

Sam.  But  what  avail’d  this  temperance,  not  com- 
Againft  another  objedl  more  enticing  ?  [pleat 
What  boots  it  at  one  gate  to  make  defence,  560 
And  at  another  to  let  in  the  foe 
Effeminatly  vanquifh’t  ?  by  which  means, 
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Now  blind,  difheartn’d,  fham’d,  difhonour’d, quell’d. 
To  what  can  I  be  iifeful,  wherein  ferve 
My  Nation,  and  the  work  from  Heav’n  impos’d, 
But  to  fit  idle  on  the  houfhold  hearth, 

A  burdenous  drone  ;  to  vifitants  a  gaze, 

Or  pitied  objedt,  thefe  redundant  locks 
Robuftious  to  no  purpofe  cluftring  down, 

Vain  monument  of  firength  ;  till  length  of  years 
And  fedentary  numnefs  craze  my  limbs  5 71 

To  a  contemptible  old  age  obfcure. 

Here  rather  let  me  drudge  and  earn  my  bread, 
Till  vermin  or  the  draff  of  fervil  food 
Confume  me,  and  oft-invocated  death 
Haft’n  the  welcom  end  of  all  my  pains. 

Man.  Wilt  thou  then  ferve  the  Philijlines  with 
that  gift 

Which  was  exprefiy  giv’n  thee  to  annoy  them  ? 
Better  at  home  lie  bed-rid,  not  only  idle. 
Inglorious,  unimploy’d,  with  age  out-worn.  580 
But  God  who  caus’d  a  fountain  at  thy  prayer 
From  the  dry  ground  to  fpring,  thy  third:  to  allay 
After  the  brunt  of  battel,  can  as  eafie 
Caufe  light  again  within  thy  eies  to  fpring, 
Wherewith  to  ferve  him  better  then  thou  haft ; 
And  I  perfwade  me  fo  ;  why  elfe  this  ftrength 
Miraculous  yet  remaining  in  thofe  locks  ? 

His  might  continues  in  thee  not  for  naught, 

Nor  fhall  his  wondrous  gifts  be  fruftrate  thus.  589 
Sam.  All  otherwife  to  me  my  thoughts  portend, 
That  thefe  dark  orbs  no  more  fhall  treat  with  light, 
Nor  th’  other  light  of  life  continue  long, 

But  yield  to  double  darknefs  nigh  at  hand  : 
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So  much  I  feel  my  genial  fpirits  droop, 

My  hopes  all  flat,  nature  within  me  feems 
In  all  her  functions  weary  of  herfelf ; 

My  race  of  glory  run,  and  race  of  fhame, 

And  I  flhall  fhortly  be  with  them  that  reft,  [ceed 

Man.  Believe  not  thefe  fuggeftions  which  pro- 
From  anguifh  of  the  mind  and  humours  black, 
That  mingle  with  thy  fancy.  I  however  601 
Mu  ft  not  omit  a  Fathers  timely  care 
To  profecute  the  means  of  thy  deliverance 
By  ranfom  or  how  elfe  :  mean  while  be  calm, 
And  healing  words  from  thefe  thy  friends  admit. 

Sam.  O  that  torment  fhould  not  be  confin’d 
To  the  bodies  wounds  and  fores 
With  maladies  innumerable 
In  heart,  head,  breft,  and  reins ; 

But  mu  ft  fecret  palfage  find  610 

To  th’  inmoft  mind, 

There  exercife  all  his  fierce  accidents, 

And  on  her  pureft  fpirits  prey, 

As  on  entrails,  joints,  and  limbs, 

With  anfwerable  pains,  but  more  intenfe, 

Though  void  of  corporal  fenfe. 

My  griefs  not  only  pain  me 
As  a  lingring  difeafe, 

But  finding  no  redrefs,  ferment  and  rage, 

Nor  lefs  then  wounds  immedicable  620 

Ranckle,  and  fefter,  and  gangrene, 

To  black  mortification. 

Thoughts  my  Tormenters  arm’d  with  deadly  ftings 
Mangle  my  apprehenfive  tendered:  parts, 
Exafperate,  ex  ulcerate,  and  raife 
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Dire  inflammation  which  no  cooling  herb 
Or  medcinal  liquor  can  affwage, 

Nor  breath  of  Vernal  Air  from  fnowy  Alp. 

Sleep  hath  forfook  and  giv’n  me  o’re 
To  deaths  benumming  Opium  as  my  only  cure. 
Thence  faintings,  fwounings  of  defpair,  631 

And  fenfe  of  Heav’ns  defertion. 

I  was  his  nurlling  once  and  choice  delight, 

His  deftin’d  from  the  womb, 

Promifd  by  Heavenly  melfage  twice  defcending. 
Under  his  fpecial  eie 

Abftemious  I  grew  up  and  thriv’d  amain  ; 

He  led  me  on  to  mi  glide  If  deeds 

Above  the  nerve  of  mortal  arm 

Againft  the  uncircumcis’d,  our  enemies.  640 

But  now  hath  calf  me  off  as  never  known, 

And  to  thofe  cruel  enemies, 

Whom  I  by  his  appointment  had  provok’t, 

Left  me  all  helplefs  with  th’  irreparable  lofs 
Of  fight,  referv’d  alive  to  be  repeated 
The  fubjedt  of  their  cruelty,  or  fcorn. 

Nor  am  I  in  the  lift  of  them  that  hope ; 

Hopelefs  are  all  my  evils,  all  remedilefs ; 

This  one  prayer  yet  remains,  might  I  be  heard, 
No  long  petition,  fpeedy  death,  650 

The  clofe  of  all  my  mileries,  and  the  balm. 

Chor.  Many  are  the  fayings  of  the  wile 
In  antient  and  in  modern  books  enroll’d  ; 
Extolling  Patience  as  the  trueft  fortitude  ; 

And  to  the  bearing  well  of  all  calamities, 

All  chances  incident  to  mans  frail  life 
Confolatories  writ 
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With  ftudied  argument,  and  much  perfwaiion 
Lenient  of  grief  and  anxious  thought,  [fought 
But  with  th’  afflidted  in  his  pangs  their  found  660 
Little  prevails,  or  rather  feems  a  tune, 

Harfh,  and  of  diffonant  mood  from  his  complaint, 

Unlefs  he  feel  within 

Some  fourfe  of  confolation  from  above  ; 

Secret  refrefhings,  that  repair  his  ftrength, 

And  fainting  fpirits  uphold. 

God  of  our  Fathers,  what  is  man  ! 

That  thou  towards  him  with  hand  fo  various. 

Or  might  I  fay  contrarious,  669 

Temperft  thy  providence  through  his  fhort  courfe, 
Not  evenly,  as  thou  rul’ft 

The  Angelic  orders  and  inferiour  creatures  mute. 
Irrational  and  brute. 

Nor  do  I  name  of  men  the  common  rout, 

That  wandring  loofe  about 

Grow  up  and  perifh,  as  the  fu miner  flie. 

Heads  without  name  no  more  rememberd, 

But  fuch  as  thou  haft  folemnly  elebted. 

With  gifts  and  graces  eminently  adorn’d 
To  fome  great  work,  thy  glory,  680 

And  peoples  fafety,  which  in  part  they  effedl : 

Yet  toward  thefe  thus  dignifi’d,  thou  oft 
Amidft  their  highth  of  noon, 

Changed:  thy  countenance,  and  thy  hand  with  no 
Of  higheft  favours  paft  [regard 

From  thee  on  them,  or  them  to  thee  of  fervice. 

Nor  only  doft  degrade  them,  or  remit 
To  life  obfcur’d,  which  were  a  fair  difmiflion, 

But  throw’ft  them  lower  then  thou  didft  exalt  them 
high, 
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Unfeemly  falls  in  human  eie, 

Too  grievous  for  the  trefpafs  or  omiffion, 

Oft  leav’ft  them  to  the  hoftile  fword 
Of  Heathen  and  prophane,  their  carkaffes 
To  dogs  and  fowls  a  prey,  or  elfe  captiv’d  : 

Or  to  the  unjuft  tribunals,  under  change  of  times, 
And  condemnation  of  the  ingrateful  multitude. 

If  thefe  they  fcape,  perhaps  in  poverty 

With  ficknefs  and  difeafe  thou  bow’ft  them  down, 

Painful  difeafes  and  deform’d, 

In  crude  old  age  ;  700 

Though  not  difordinate,  yet  cauflefs  fuffring 
The  punifhment  of  diffolute  days,  in  fine, 

Juft  or  unjuft,  alike  feem  miferable, 

For  oft  alike,  both  come  to  evil  end.  [pion. 

So  deal  not  with  this  once  thy  glorious  Cham- 
The  Image  of  thy  ftrength,  and  mighty  minifter. 
What  do  I  beg  ?  how  haft  thou  dealt  already  ? 
Behold  him  in  this  ftate  calamitous,  and  turn 
His  labours,  for  thou  canft,  to  peaceful  end. 

But  who  is  this,  what  thing  of  Sea  or  Land? 
Femal  of  fex  it  feems,  711 

That  fo  beaeckt,  ornate,  and  gay, 

Comes  this  way  failing 
Like  a  ftately  Ship 
Of  Tarfus ,  bound  for  th’  Idles 
Of  Javan  or  Gadier 

With  all  her  bravery  on,  and  tackle  trim. 

Sails  fill’d,  and  ftreamers  waving, 

Courted  by  all  the  winds  that  hold  them  play, 

An  Amber  fent  of  odorous  perfume  720 

Her  harbinger,  a  damfel  train  behind  ; 
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Some  rich  Philijiian  Matron  fhe  may  feem, 

And  now  at  nearer  view,  no  other  certain 
Than  Dalila  thy  wife.  [near  me. 

Sam .  My  Wife,  my  Traytrefs,  let  her  not  come 

Cho.  Yet  on  fhe  moves,  now  ftands&eies  thee  fixt, 
About  t’  have  fpoke,  but  now,  with  head  declin’d 
Like  a  fair  flower  furcharg’d  with  dew,  fhe  weeps 
And  words  addreft  feem  into  tears  diffolv’d, 
Wetting  the  borders  of  her  filk’n  veil :  730 

But  now  again  fhe  makes  addrefs  to  fpeak. 

Dal.  With  doubtful  feet  and  wavering  refolution 
I  came,  ftill  dreading  thy  difpleafure,  Samfon , 
Which  to  have  merited,  without  excufe, 

I  cannot  but  acknowledge  ;  yet  if  tears 
May  expiate  (though  the  fad:  more  evil  drew 
In  the  perverfe  event  then  I  forefaw) 

My  penance  hath  not  flack’n’d,  though  my  pardon 
No  way  affur’d.  But  conjugal  affedion 
Prevailing  over  fear,  and  timerous  doubt  740 

Hath  led  me  on  defirous  to  behold 
Once  more  thy  face,  and  know  of  thy  eftate. 

If  aught  in  my  ability  may  ferve 
To  light’n  what  thou  fuffer’ft,  and  appeafe 
Thy  mind  with  what  amends  is  in  my  power, 
Though  late,  yet  in  fome  part  to  recompenfe 
My  rafh  but  more  unfortunate  mifdeed. 

Sam.  Out,  out  Hytena;  thefe  are  thy  wonted  arts, 
And  arts  of  every  woman  falfe  like  thee, 

To  break  all  faith,  all  vows,  deceive,  betray,  750 
Then  as  repentant  to  fubmit,  befeech, 

And  reconcilement  move  with  feign’d  remorfe, 
Confefs,  and  promife  wonders  in  her  change, 
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Not  truly  penitent,  but  chief  to  try 
Her  hulband,  how  far  urg’d  his  patience  bears, 
His  vertue  or  weaknefs  which  way  to  affail : 
Then  with  more  cautious  and  inftrudted  fltill 
Again  tranfgreffes,  and  again  fubmits ; 

That  wifeft  and  beft  men  full  oft  beguil’d 
With  goodnefs  principl’d  not  to  reject  760 

The  penitent,  but  ever  to  forgive. 

Are  drawn  to  wear  out  miferable  days, 

Entangl’d  with  a  poyfnous  bofom  fnake, 

If  not  by  quick  deftrudlion  foon  cut  off 
As  I  by  thee,  to  Ages  an  example. 

Da /.  Yet  hear  me  Samfon  ;  not  that  I  endeavour 
To  leffen  or  extenuate  my  offence, 

But  that  on  th’  other  fide  if  it  be  weigh’d 
By  it  felf,  with  aggravations  not  furcharg’d, 

Or  elfe  with  juft  allowance  counterpois’d  770 

I  may,  if  poflible,  thy  pardon  find 

The  eafier  towards  me,  or  thy  hatred  lefs. 

Firft  granting,  as  I  do,  it  was  a  weaknefs 
In  me,  but  incident  to  all  our  fex, 

Curiofity,  inquifitive,  importune 

Of  fecrets,  then  with  like  infirmity 

To  publifh  them,  both  common  female  faults: 

Was  it  not  weaknefs  alfo  to  make  known 

For  importunity,  that  is  for  naught,  7 79 

Wherein  confifted  all  thy  ftrength  and  fafety  ? 

To  what  I  did  thou  fhewdft  me  firft  the  way. 

But  I  to  enemies  reveal’d,  and  fhould  not. 

Nor  fhouldft  thou  have  trufted  that  to  womans 
E’re  I  to  thee,  thou  to  thy  felf  waft  cruel,  [frailty 
Let  weaknefs  then  with  weaknefs  come  to  pari 
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So  near  related,  or  the  fame  of  kind, 

Thine  forgive  mine  ;  that  men  may  cenfure  thine 
The  gentler,  if  feverely  thou  exadt  not 
More  ftrength  from  me,  then  in  thy  felf  was  found. 
And  what  if  Love,  which  thou  interpret’d:  hate. 
The  jealoufie  of  Love,  powerful  of  fway  791 

In  human  hearts,  nor  lefs  in  mine  towards  thee, 
Caus’d  what  I  did  ?  I  faw  thee  mutable 
Of  fancy,  feard  left  one  day  thou  wouldft  leave  me 
As  her  at  Eimna ,  fought  by  all  means  therefore 
How  to  endear,  and  hold  thee  to  me  firmed: : 

No  better  way  I  faw  then  by  importuning 
To  learn  thy  fecrets,  get  into  my  power 
Thy  key  of  ftrength  and  fafety  :  thou  wilt  fay, 
Why  then  reveal’d  ?  I  was  aflur’d  by  thofe  800 
Who  tempted  me,  that  nothing  was  defign’d 
Againft  thee  but  fafe  cuftody,  and  hold  : 

That  made  for  me,  I  knew  that  liberty 
Would  draw  thee  forth  to  perilous  enterprifes, 
While  I  at  home  fate  full  of  cares  and  fears 
Wailing  thy  abfence  in  my  widow’d  bed  ; 

Here  I  fhould  ftill  enjoy  thee  day  and  night 
Mine  and  Loves  prifoner,  not  the  Philijtines , 
Whole  to  my  felf,  unhazarded  abroad, 

Fearlefs  at  home  of  partners  in  my  love.  810 

Thefe  reafons  in  Loves  law  have  paft  for  good, 
Though  fond  and  reafonlefs  to  fome  perhaps ; 
And  Love  hath  oft,  well  meaning,  wrought  much 
Yet  always  pity  or  pardon  hath  obtain’d.  [wo. 
Be  not  unlike  all  others,  not  auftere 
As  thou  art  ftrong,  inflexible  as  fteel. 

If  thou  in  ftrength  all  mortals  doft  exceed, 
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In  uncompaffionate  anger  do  not  fo. 

Sam.  How  cunningly  the  forcerefs  difplays 
Her  own  tranfgreffions,  to  upbraid  me  mine  ?  82a 
That  malice  not  repentance  brought  thee  hither, 
By  this  appears :  I  gave,  thou  fay’ft,  th’  example, 

I  led  the  way  ;  bitter  reproach,  but  true, 

I  to  my  felf  was  falfe  e’re  thou  to  me, 

Such  pardon  therefore  as  I  give  my  folly, 

Take  to  thy  wicked  deed  :  which  when  thou  feed 
Impartial,  felf-fevere,  inexorable, 

Thou  wilt  renounce  thy  feeking,  and  much  rather 
Confefs  it  feign’d,  weaknefs  is  thy  excufe, 

And  I  believe  it,  weaknefs  to  redd  830 

Philijtian  gold  if  weaknefs  may  excufe, 

What  Murtherer,  what  Traytor,  Parricide, 
Inceduous,  Sacrilegious,  but  may  plead  it  ? 

All  wickednefs  is  weaknefs  :  that  plea  therefore 
With  God  or  Man  will  gain  thee  no  remiffion. 
But  Love  conftrain’d  thee  ;  call  it  furious  rage 
To  fatisfie  thy  lud  :  Love  feeks  to  have  Love; 
My  love  howcouldd  thou  hope,  who  tookft  the  way 
To  raife  in  me  inexpiable  hate, 

Knowing,  as  needs  I  muft,  by  thee  betray’d  ?  840 

In  vain  thou  driv’d  to  cover  fhame  with  fhame, 
Or  by  evafions  thy  crime  uncoverft  more. 

Dal.  Since  thou  determinft  weaknefs  for  no  plea 
In  man  or  woman,  though  to  thy  own  condemning. 
Hear  what  affaults  I  had,  what  fnares  befides, 
What  fieges  girt  me  round,  e’re  I  confented  ; 
Which  might  have  aw’d  the  bed  refolv’d  of  men, 
The  condanted  to  have  yielded  without  blame. 

It  was  not  gold,  as  to  my  charge  thou  lay’d, 
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That  wrought  with  me :  thou  know’ll  the  Ma- 
giftrates  850 

And  Princes  of  my  countrey  came  in  perfon, 
Sollicited,  commanded,  threatn’d,  urg’d, 

Adjur’d  by  all  the  bonds  of  civil  Duty 
And  of  Religion,  prefs’d  how  juft  it  was, 

How  honourable,  how  glorious  to  entrap 
A  common  enemy,  who  had  deftroy’d 
Such  numbers  of  our  Nation  :  and  the  Prieft 
Was  not  behind,  but  ever  at  my  ear, 

Preaching  how  meritorious  with  the  gods 
It  would  be  to  enfnare  an  irreligious  860 

Difhonourer  of  Dagon  :  what  had  I 
To  oppofe  againft  fuch  powerful  arguments? 
Only  my  love  of  thee  held  long  debate ; 

And  combated  in  filence  all  thefe  reafons 
With  hard  conteft:  at  length  that  grounded  maxim 
So  rife  and  celebrated  in  the  mouths 
Of  wifeft  men  ;  that  to  the  public  good 
Private  refpedts  muft  yield ;  with  grave  authority 
Took  full  poffeffion  of  me  and  prevail’d;  869 
Vertue,  as  I  thought,  truth,  duty  fo  enjoyning. 

Sam .  I  thought  where  all  thy  circling  wiles  would 
In  feign’d  Religion,  fmooth  hypocrifie.  [end; 
But  had  thy  love,  ftill  odioufly  pretended, 

Bin,  as  it  ought,  fincere,  it  would  have  taught  thee 
Far  other  reafonings,  brought  forth  other  deeds. 

I  before  all  the  daughters  of  my  Tribe 
And  of  my  Nation  chofe  thee  from  among 
My  enemies,  lov’d  thee,  as  too  well  thou  knew’ft, 
Too  well,  unbofom’d  all  my  fecrets  to  thee, 

Not  out  of  levity,  but  over-powr’d  880 
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By  thy  requeft,  who  could  deny  thee  nothing  ; 

Yet  now  am  judg’d  an  enemy.  Why  then 
Didft  thou  at  firft  receive  me  for  thy  hufband  ? 
Then,  as  fince  then,  thy  countries  foe  profeft  : 
Being  once  a  wife,  for  me  thou  waft  to  leave 
Parents  and  countrey  ;  nor  was  1  their  fubjeCt, 
Nor  under  their  protection  but  my  own, 

Thou  mine,  not  theirs  :  if  aught  again  ft  my  life 
Thy  countrey  fought  of  thee,  it  fought  unjuftly, 
Againft  the  law  of  nature,  law  of  nations,  89° 
No  more  thy  countrey,  but  an  impious  crew 
Of  men  confpiring  to  uphold  their  ftate 
By  worfe  then  hoftile  deeds,  violating  the  ends 
For  which  our  countrey  is  a  name  fo  dear; 

Not  therefore  to  be  obey’d.  But  zeal  mov’d  thee  ; 
To  pleafe  thy  gods  thou  didft  it;  gods  unable 
To  acquit  themfelves  and  profecute  their  foes 
But  by  ungodly  deeds,  the  contradiction 
Of  their  own  deity,  Gods  cannot  be  :  899 

Lefs  therefore  to  be  pleas’d,  obey’d,  or  fear’d, 
Thefe  falfe  pretexts  and  varnifti’d  colours  failing, 
Bare  in  thy  guilt  how  foul  mu  ft  thou  appear  ? 

Dal.  In  argument  with  men  a  woman  ever 
Goes  by  the  worfe,  whatever  be  her  caufe. 

Sam.  For  want  of  words  no  doubt,  or  lack  of 
breath, 

Witnefs  when  I  was  worried  with  thy  peals. 

Dal.  I  was  a  fool,  too  rath,  and  quite  miftaken 
In  what  I  thought  would  have  fucceeded  beft. 
Let  me  obtain  forgivenefs  of  thee,  Samfon , 

Afford  me  place  to  ihew  what  recompence  910 
Towards  thee  I  intend  for  what  I  have  mifdone, 
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Mifguided ;  only  what  remains  paid  cure 
Bear  not  too  fenfibly,  nor  ftill  infift 
To  affiidt  thy  felf  in  vain  :  though  fight  be  loft* 
Life  yet  hath  many  folaces,  enjoy’d 
Where  other  fenfes  want  not  their  delights 
At  home  in  leifure  and  domeftic  eafe, 

Exempt  from  many  a  care  and  chance  to  which 
Eye-fight  expofes  daily  men  abroad. 

I  to  the  Lords  will  intercede,  not  doubting  920 
Their  favourable  ear,  that  I  may  fetch  thee 
From  forth  this  loathfom  prifon-houfe,  to  abide 
With  me,  where  my  redoubl’d  love  and  care 
With  nurfing  diligence,  to  me  glad  office, 

May  ever  tend  about  thee  to  old  age 

With  all  things  grateful  chear’d,  and  fo  fuppli’d. 

That  what  by  me  thou  haft  loft  thou  leaft  fhaltmifs. 

Sam.  No,  no,  of  my  condition  take  no  care  ; 

It  fits  not ;  thou  and  I  long  fince  are  twain  ; 

Nor  think  me  fo  unwary  or  accurft  930 

To  bring  my  feet  again  into  the  fnare 
Where  once  I  have  been  caught;  I  know  thy  trains 
Though  dearly  to  my  coft,  thy  ginns,  and  toyls  ; 
Thy  fair  enchanted  cup,  and  warbling  charms 
No  more  on  me  have  power,  their  force  is  null’d, 
So  much  of  Adders  wifdom  I  have  learn’t 
To  fence  my  ear  againft  thy  iorceries. 

If  in  my  flower  of  youth  and  ftrength,  when  all  men 
Lov’d,  honour’d,  fear’d  me,  thou  alone  could  hate  me 
Thy  Hufband,  flight  me,  fell  me,  and  forgo  me  ; 
How  wouldft  thou  ufe  me  now,  blind,  and  thereby 
Deceiveable,  in  moft  things  as  a  child 
Helplefs,  thence  eafily  contemn’d,  and  fcorn’d. 
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And  laft  neglected  ?  How  wouldft  thou  infult 
When  I  muft  live  uxorious  to  thy  will 
In  perfet  thraldom,  how  again  betray  me, 

Bearing  my  words  and  doings  to  the  Lords 
To  glofs  upon,  and  cenfuring,  frown  or  fmile  ? 
This  Gaol  I  count  the  houfe  of  Liberty  919 

To  thine  whofe  doors  my  feet  ihall  never  enter. 
Dal.  Let  me  approach  at  leaft,  and  touch  thy  hand. 
Sam.  Not  for  thy  life,  left  fierce  remembrance 
My  fudden  rage  to  tear  thee  joint  by  joint,  [wake 
At  diftance  I  forgive  thee,  go  with  that ; 

Bewail  thy  falfhood,  and  the  pious  works 
It  hath  brought  forth  to  make  thee  memorable 
Among  illuftrious  women,  faithful  wives  : 

Cherifh  thy  haft’n’d  widowhood  with  the  gold 
Of  Matrimonial  treafon  :  fo  farewel. 

Dal.  I  fee  thou  art  implacable,  more  deaf  960 
To  prayers,  then  winds  and  feas,  yet  winds  to  feas 
Are  reconcil’d  at  length,  and  Sea  to  Shore  : 

Thy  anger,  unappeafable,  ftill  rages, 

Eternal  tempeft  never  to  be  calm’d. 

Why  do  I  humble  thus  my  felf,  and  fuing 
For  peace,  reap  nothing  but  repulfe  and  hate  ? 

Bid  go  with  evil  omen  and  the  brand 
Of  infamy  upon  my  name  denounc’t  ? 

To  mix  with  thy  concernments  I  defift 
Henceforth,  nor  too  much  difapprove  my  own. 
Fame  if  not  double-fac’t  is  double-mouth’d,  971 
And  with  contrary  blaft  proclaims  moft  deeds, 

On  both  his  wings,  one  black,  th’  other  white. 
Bears  greateft  names  in  his  wild  aerie  flight. 

My  name  perhaps  among  the  Circumcis’d 
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In  Dan,  in  Judah ,  and  the  bordering  Tribes, 

To  all  pofterity  may  ftand  defam’d, 

With  malediction  mention’d,  and  the  blot 
Of  falfhood  moft  unconjugal  traduc’t. 

But  in  my  countrey  where  I  moft  delire,  980 
In  Ecron ,  Gaza ,  AJdod,  and  in  Gath 
I  111  all  be  nam’d  among  the  famoufeft 
Of  Women,  lung  at  folemn  feftivals, 

Living  and  dead  recorded,  who  to  fave 
Her  countrey  from  a  fierce  deftroyer,  chofe 
Above  the  faith  of  wedlock-bands,  my  tomb 
With  odours  vifited  and  annual  flowers. 

Not  lefs  renown’d  then  in  Mount  Ephraim, 

Jael ,  who  with  inhofpitable  guile 

Smote  Sifera  lleeping  through  the  Temples  nail’d. 

Nor  fhall  I  count  it  hainous  to  enjoy  991 

The  public  marks  of  honour  and  reward 

Conferr’d  upon  me,  for  the  piety 

Which  to  my  countrey  I  was  judg’d  to  have  {hewn. 

At  this  who  ever  envies  or  repines 

I  leave  him  to  his  lot,  and  like  my  own. 

Chor.  She’s  gone,  a  manifeft  Serpent  by  her  fting 
Difcover’d  in  the  end,  till  now  conceal’d. 

Sam .  So  let  her  go,  God  fent  her  to  debafe  me, 
And  aggravate  my  folly  who  committed  1000 
To  fuch  a  viper  his  moft  facred  truft 
Of  fecrefie,  my  fafety,  and  my  life. 

Chor.  Yet  beauty,  though  injurious,  hath  ftrange 
After  offence  returning,  to  regain  [power,, 

Love  once  poffeft,  nor  can  be  eafily 
Repuls’t,  without  much  inward  palfion  felt 
And  fecret  fting  of  amorous  remorfe. 
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Sam .  Love-quarrels  oft  in  pleahng  concord  end. 
Not  wedlock-trechery  endangering  life.  1009 

Chor .  It  is  not  vertue,  wifdom,  valour,  wit, 
Strength,  comlinefs  of  fhape,  or  ampleft  merit 
That  womans  love  can  win  or  long  inherit ; 

But  what  it  is,  hard  is  to  fay, 

Harder  to  hit, 

(Which  way  foever  men  refer  it) 

Much  like  thy  riddle,  Samfon ,  in  one  day 
Or  feven,  though  one  fhould  muling  lit ; 

If  any  of  thefe  or  all,  the  Timnian  bride 
Had  not  fo  loon  preferr’d 

Thy  Paranymph,  worthlefs  to  thee  compar’d,  1020 
Succeffour  in  thy  bed, 

Nor  both  fo  loolly  difally’d 

Their  nuptials,  nor  this  lalt  fo  trecheroully 

Had  Ihorn  the  fatal  harvell  of  thy  head. 

Is  it  for  that  fuch  outward  ornament 
Was  lavifh’t  on  their  Sex,  that  inward  gifts 
Were  left  for  haft  unfinifh’t,  judgment  fcant, 
Capacity  not  rais’d  to  apprehend 
Or  value  what  is  belt 

In  choice,  but  ofteft  to  affebt  the  wrong  ?  1030 

Or  was  too  much  of  felf-love  mixt, 

Of  conftancy  no  root  infixt, 

That  either  they  love  nothing,  or  not  long  ? 

What  e’re  it  be,  to  wifeft  men  and  beft 
Seeming  at  lirft  all  heavenly  under  virgin  veil. 
Soft,  mo  deft,  meek,  demure, 

Once  join’d,  the  contrary  fhe  proves,  a  thorn 
Inteftin,  far  within  defenfive  arms 
A  cleaving  mifchief,  in  his  way  to  vertue 
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Adverfe  and  turbulent,  or  by  her  charms  1040 

Draws  him  awry  enflav’d 

With  dotage,  and  his  fenfe  deprav’d 

To  folly  and  fhameful  deeds  which  ruin  ends. 

What  Pilot  fo  expert  but  needs  muft  wreck 

Embarqu’d  with  fuch  a  Stears-mate  at  the  Helm  ? 

Favour’d  of  Heav’n  who  finds 
One  vertuous  rarely  found. 

That  in  domeftic  good  combines : 

Happy  that  houfe  !  his  way  to  peace  is  fmooth  : 
But  vertue  which  breaks  through  all  oppofition, 
And  all  temptation  can  remove,  1051 

Moft  fhines  and  moil  is  acceptable  above. 

Therefore  Gods  univerfal  Law 
Gave  to  the  man  defpotic  power 
Over  his  female  in  due  awe, 

Nor  from  that  right  to  part  an  hour. 

Smile  fhe  or  lowre  : 

So  fhall  he  leaft  confufion  draw 

On  his  whole  life,  not  fway’d 

By  female  ufurpation,  nor  dilmay’d.  1060 

But  had  we  belt  retire,  I  fee  a  florin  ? 

Sam .  F air  days  have  oft  contracted  wind  and  rain . 

Chor.  But  this  another  kind  of  tempefl  brings. 

Sam.  Be  lefs  abflrufe,  my  riddling  days  are  paft. 

Chor .  Look  now  for  no  inchanting  voice,  nor  fear 
The  bait  of  honied  words  ;  a  rougher  tongue 
Draws  hitherward,  I  know  him  by  his  flride, 

The  Giant  Harapha  of  Gath,  his  look 
Haughty  as  is  his  pile  high-built  and  proud. 
Comes  he  inpeace?  whatwindhathblownhim  hither 
I  lefs  conjecture  then  when  firft  I  faw  1071 
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The  fumptuous  Dalila  floating  this  way : 

His  habit  carries  peace,  his  brow  defiance. 

Sam .  Or  peace  or  not,  alike  to  me  he  comes. 

Ghor .  His  fraught  we  foon  fhall  know,  he  now 
arrives. 

Har .  I  come  not  Samfon ,  to  condole  thy  chance, 
As  thefe  perhaps,  yet  wifh  it  had  not  been. 
Though  for  no  friendly  intent.  I  am  of  Gath , 
Men  call  me  Harapha ,  of  ftock  renown' d 
As  Og  or  Anak  and  the  Emims  old  ioSo 

That  Kiriathaim  held,  thou  know  ft  me  now 
If  thou  at  all  art  known.  Much  I  have  heard 
Of  thy  prodigious  might  and  feats  perform’d 
Incredible  to  me,  in  this  difpleas’d. 

That  I  was  never  prefent  on  the  place 

Of  thofe  encounters,  where  we  might  have  tri’d 

Each  others  force  in  camp  or  lifted  field  : 

And  now  am  come  to  fee  of  whom  fuch  noife 
Hath  walk’d  about,  and  each  limb  to  furvey, 

If  thy  appearance  anfwer  loud  report.  1090 

Sam.  The  wav  to  know  were  not  to  fee  but  tafte. 

J 

Har.  Doft  thou  already  Angle  me;  I  thought 
Gives  and  the  Mill  had  tam’d  thee  ?  O  that  fortune 
Had  brought  me  to  the  field  where  thou  art  fam’d 
To  have  wrought  fuch  wonders  with  an  Afies  Jaw; 
I  fhould  have  forc’d  thee  foon  with  other  arms, 
Or  left  thy  carkafs  where  the  Als  lay  thrown  : 

So  had  the  glory  of  Prowefs  been  recover’d 
To  Palejiine ,  won  by  a  Ehilijhne  1099 

From  the  unforelkinn’d  race,  of  whom  thou  bear’d: 
The  higheft  name  for  valiant  Adts,  that  honour 
Certain  to  have  won  bv  mortal  duel  from  thee. 
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I  lofe,  prevented  by  thy  eyes  put  out.  [but  do 
Sam.  Boaft  not  of  what  thou  wouldft  have  done* 
What  then  thou  would’ft,  thou  feeft  it  in  thy  hand. 

Har.  To  combat  with  a  blind  man  I  difdain, 
And  thou  haft  need  much  wafhing  to  be  toucht. 

Sam.  Such  ufage  as  your  honourable  Lords 
Afford  me  affaffinated  and  betray’d, 

Who  durft  not  with  their  whole  united  powers 
In  fight  with  ft  and  me  lingle  and  unarm’d,  mi 
Nor  in  the  houfe  with  chamber  Ambufhes 
Clofe-banded  durft  attaque  me,  no  not  fleeping, 
Till  they  had  hir’d  a  woman  with  their  gold 
Breaking  her  Marriage  Faith  to  circumvent  me.  k 
Therefore  without  feign’d  fhifts  let  be  aflign’d 
Some  narrow  place  enclos’d,  where  fight  may  give 
thee. 

Or  rather  flight,  no  great  advantage  on  me ; 
Then  put  on  all  thy  gorgeous  arms,  thy  Helmet 
And  Brigandine  of  brafs,  thy  broad  Habergeon, 
Vant-brafs  and  Greves,  and  Gauntlet,  add  thy  Spear 
A  Weavers  beam,  and  feven-times-folded  fhield, 

1  only  with  an  Oak’n  ftaff  will  meet  thee, 

And  raife  inch  out-cries  on  thy  clatter’d  Iron, 
Which  long  fhall  not  with-hold  mee  from  thy  head. 
That  in  a  little  time  while  breath  remains  thee, 
Thou  oft  fhalt  wifh  thy  felf  at  Gath  to  boaft 
Again  in  fafety  what  thou  wouldft  have  done 
To  Samfon ,  but  fhalt  never  fee  Gath  more.  1129 
Har.  Thou  durft  not  thus  difparage  glorious  arms 
Which  greateft  Heroes  have  in  battel  worn, 

Their  ornament  and  fafety,  had  not  fpells 
And  black  enchantments,  fome  Magicians  Art 
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Arm’d  thee  or  charm’d  thee  ftrong,  which  thou 
from  Heaven 

Feigndft  at  thy  birth  was  giv’n  thee  in  thy  hair, 
Where  ftrength  can  leaft  abide,  though  all  thy  hairs 
Were  briftles  rang’d  like  thofe  that  ridge  the  back 
Of  chaf’t  wild  Boars,  or  ruffl’d  Porcupines. 

Sam.  I  know  no  Spells,  ufe  no  forbidden  Arts ; 
My  truft  is  in  the  living  God  who  gave  me  1140 
At  my  Nativity  this  ftrength,  diffus’d 
No  lefs  through  all  my  finews,  joints  and  bones. 
Then  thine,  while  I  preferv’d  thefe  locks  unftiorn. 
The  pledge  of  my  unviolated  vow. 

For  proof  hereof,  if  Dagon  be  thy  god. 

Go  to  his  Temple,  invocate  his  aid 
With  lolemneft  devotion,  fpread  before  him 
How  highly  it  concerns  his  glory  now 
To  fruftrate  and  diffolve  thefe  Magic  fpells, 
Which  I  to  be  the  power  of  IfraeTs  God  1150 
Avow,  and  challenge  Dagon  to  the  teft, 

Offering  to  combat  thee  his  Champion  bold, 

With  th’  utmoft  of  his  Godhead  feconded  : 

Then  thou  fhalt  fee,  or  rather  to  thy  forrow 
Soon  feel,  whofe  God  is  ftrongeft,  thine  or  mine. 

Har .  Prefume  not  on  thy  God,  what  e’re  he  be. 
Thee  he  regards  not,  owns  not,  hath  cut  oft 
Quite  from  his  people,  and  delivered  up 
Into  thy  Enemies  hand,  permitted  them 
To  put  out  both  thine  eyes,  and  fetter’d  fend  thee 
Into  the  common  Prifon,  there  to  grind  1161 
Among  the  Slaves  and  Affes  thy  comrades. 

As  good  for  nothing  elfe,  no  better  lervice 
With  thofe  thy  boyft’rous  locks,  no  worthy  match 
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For  valour  to  aflail,  nor  by  the  fword 
Of  noble  Warriour,  fo  to  ftain  his  honour, 

But  by  the  Barbers  razor  beft  fubdu’d. 

Sam.  All  thefe  indignities,  for  fuch  they  are 
From  thine,  thefe  evils  I  deferve  and  more, 
Acknowledge  them  from  God  inflidled  on  me 
Juftly,  yet  defpair  not  of  his  final  pardon  1171 
Whofe  ear  is  ever  open  ;  and  his  eye 
Gracious  to  re-admit  the  fuppliant  ; 

In  confidence  whereof  I  once  again 
Defie  thee  to  the  trial  of  mortal  fight, 

By  combat  to  decide  whofe  god  is  God, 

Thine  or  whom  I  with  Ifrael's  Sons  adore. 

Har.  Fair  honour  that  thou  doft  thy  God,  in 
He  will  accept  thee  to  defend  his  caufe,  [trulfing 
A  Murtherer,  a  Revolter,  and  a  Robber.  nBo 
Sam.  Tongue-doubtie  Giant,  how  doft  thou 
prove  me  thefe  ? 

Har.  Is  not  thy  Nation  fubjedt  to  our  Lords? 
Their  Magiftrates  confeft  it,  when  they  took  thee 
As  a  League-breaker  and  deliver’d  bound 
Into  our  hands  :  for  hadft  thou  not  committed 
Notorious  murder  on  thofe  thirty  men 
At  Ajkalon ,  who  never  did  thee  harm, 

Then  like  a  Robber  ftripdft  them  of  their  robes  ? 
The  Philifiines ,  when  thou  hadft  broke  the  league, 
Went  up  with  armed  powers  thee  only  feeking, 
To  others  did  no  violence  nor  fpoil.  1191 

Sam.  Among  the  Daughters  of  the  Philifiines 
I  chofe  a  Wife,  which  argu’d  me  no  foe  ; 

And  in  your  City  held  my  Nuptial  Feaft: 

But  your  ill-meaning  Politician  Lords, 
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Under  pretence  of  Bridal  friends  and  guefts, 
Appointed  to  await  me  thirty  fpies, 

Who  threatning  cruel  death  conilrain’d  the  bride 
To  wring  from  me  and  tell  to  them  my  fecret. 
That  folv’d  the  riddle  which  I  had  propos’d.  1200 
When  I  perceiv’d  all  fet  on  enmity, 

As  on  my  enemies,  where  ever  chanc’d, 

I  us’d  hoftility,  and  took  their  fpoil 
To  pay  my  underminers  in  their  coin. 

My  Nation  was  fubjebted  to  your  Lords. 

It  was  the  force  of  Conqueft  ;  force  with  force 
Is  well  ejected  when  the  Conquer’d  can. 

But  I  a  private  perfon,  whom  my  Countrey 
As  a  league-breaker  gave  up  bound,  prefum’d 
Single  Rebellion  and  did  Hoftile  Adis.  1210 

I  was  no  private  but  a  perfon  rais’d 
Withftrengthfufficient  and  command  from  Heav’n 
To  free  my  Countrey  ;  if  their  fervile  minds 
Me  their  Deliverer  fent  would  not  receive. 

But  to  their  Mailers  gave  me  up  for  nought, 

Th’  unworthier  they;  whence  to  this  day  they  ierve. 
I  was  to  do  my  part  from  Heav’n  aifign’d, 

And  had  perform’d  it  if  my  known  offence 
Had  not  difabl’d  me,  not  all  your  force  : 

Thefe  ihifts  refuted,  anfwer  thy  appellant  1220 
Though  by  his  blindnefs  maim’d  for  high  attempts, 
Who  now  defies  thee  thrice  to  fingle  fight, 

As  a  petty  enterprife  of  fmall  enforce. 

Har.  With  thee  a  Man  condemn’d,  a  Slaveenrol’d, 
Due  by  the  Law  to  capital  puniihment  ? 

To  fight  with  thee  no  man  of  arms  will  deign. 

Sam .  Cam’ft  thou  for  this,  vain  boafter,  to  fur- 


vev  me, 


SAMSON  AGONISTES. 


46 

To  defcant  on  my  ftrength,  and  give  thy  verdit  ? 
Come  nearer,  part  not  hence  fo  flight  inform’d ; 
But  take  good  heed  my  hand  furvey  not  thee. 

Har .  O  Baal-zebub  !  can  my  ears  unus’d 
Hear  thefe  difhonours,  and  not  render  death  ? 

Sam.  No  man  with-holds  thee,  nothing  from  thy 
Fear  I  incurable;  bring  up  thy  van,  [hand 

My  heels  are  fetter’d,  but  my  fift  is  free. 

Har.  This  infolence  other  kind  of  anfwer  fits. 
Sam.  Go  baffl’d  coward,  left  I  run  upon  thee, 
Though  in  thefe  chains,  bulk  without  fpirit  vaft, 
And  with  one  buffet  lay  thy  ftruCture  low,  1239 
Or  fwing  thee  in  the  Air,  then  dafh  thee  down 
To  the  hazard  of  thy  brains  and  fhatter’d  fides. 

Har.  By  Aftaroth  e’re  long  thou  fhalt  lament 
Thefe  braveries  in  Irons  loaden  on  thee. 

Chor.  His  Giantfhip  is  gone  fomewhat  creft- 
Stalking  with  lefs  unconfci’nable  ftrides,  [fall’n, 
And  lower  looks,  but  in  a  fultrie  chafe. 

Sam,  I  dread  him  not,  nor  all  his  Giant-brood, 
Though  Fame  divulge  him  Father  of  five  Sons 
All  of  Gigantic  fize,  Goliah  chief. 

Chor.  He  will  direCtly  to  the  Lords,  I  fear, 
And  with  malitious  counfel  ftir  them  up  1251 
Some  way  or  other  yet  further  to  affliCt  thee. 

Sam.  He  muft  allege  fome  caule,  and  offer’d  fight 
Will  not  dare  mention,  left  a  queftion  rife 
Whether  he  durft  accept  the  offer  or  not, 

And  that  he  durft  not  plain  enough  appear’d. 
Much  more  affliction  then  already  felt 
They  cannot  well  impofe,  nor  I  fuftain  ; 

If  they  intend  advantage  of  my  labours 
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The  work  of  many  hands,  which  earns  my  keeping 
With  no  fmall  profit  daily  to  my  owners.  1261 
But  come  what  will,  my  deadlieft  foe  will  prove 
My  fpeedieft  friend,  by  death  to  rid  me  hence, 
The  word:  that  he  can  give,  to  me  the  heft. 

Yet  fo  it  may  fall  out,  becaufe  their  end 
Is  hate,  not  help  to  me,  it  may  with  mine 
Draw  their  own  ruin  who  attempt  the  deed. 

C/ior.  Oh  how  comely  it  is  and  how  reviving 
To  the  Spirits  of  juft  men  long  oppreft ! 

When  God  into  the  hands  of  their  deliverer  1270 
Puts  invincible  might 

To  quell  the  mighty  of  the  Earth,  th’  oppreftour, 
The  brute  and  boift’rous  force  of  violent  men 
Hardy  and  induftrious  to  fupport 
Tyrannic  power,  but  raging  to  purfue 
The  righteous  and  all  fuch  as  honour  Truth  ; 

He  all  their  Ammunition 
And  feats  of  War  defeats 
With  plain  Heroic  magnitude  of  mind 
And  celeftial  vigour  arm’d,  1280 

Their  Armories  and  Magazins  contemns, 

Renders  them  ufelefs,  while 
With  winged  expedition 
Swift  as  the  lightning  glance  he  executes 
His  errand  on  the  wicked,  who  furpris’d 
Lofe  their  defence  diftradted  and  amaz’d. 

But  patience  is  more  oft  the  exercife 
Of  Saints,  the  trial  of  their  fortitude. 

Making  them  each  his  own  Deliverer, 

And  Vidtor  over  all 
That  tyrannie  or  fortune  can  inflidt, 
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Either  of  thefe  is  in  thy  lot, 

Samfon ,  with  might  endu’d 
Above  the  Sons  of  men  ;  but  fight  bereav’d 
May  chance  to  number  thee  with  thofe 
Whom  Patience  finally  muft  crown. 

This  Idols  day  hath  bin  to  thee  no  day  of  reft, 
Labouring  thy  mind 
More  then  the  working  day  thy  hands, 

And  yet  perhaps  more  trouble  is  behind.  1300 
For  I  defcry  this  way 
Some  other  tending,  in  his  hand 
A  Scepter  or  quaint  ftaff  he  bears, 

Comes  on  amain,  fpeed  in  his  look. 

By  his  habit  I  difcern  him  now 
A  Public  Officer,  and  now  at  hand. 

His  meflage  will  be  ffiort  and  voluble. 

Off,  Ebrews,  the  Pris’ner  Samfon  here  I  feek. 
Chor.  His  manacles  remark  him,  there  he  fits. 
Off.  Samfon ,  to  thee  our  Lords  thus  bid  me  fay  ; 
This  day  to  Dagon  is  a  folemn  Feaft,  131? 

With  Sacrifices,  Triumph,  Pomp,  and  Games; 
Thy  ftrength  they  know  furpaffing  human  rate, 
And  now  lome  public  proof  thereof  require 
To  honour  this  great  Feaft,  and  great  Aflembly ; 
Rife  therefore  with  all  fpeed  and  come  along, 
Where  1  will  fee  thee  heartn’d  and  freffi  clad 
To  appear  as  fits  before  th’  illuftrious  Lords. 

Sam .  Thou  knowft  I  am  an  Ehrew,  therefore 
tell  them, 

Our  Law  forbids  at  their  Religious  Rites  1320 
My  prefence  ;  for  that  caufe  I  cannot  come. 

Off.  This  anfwer,  be  aflur’d,  will  not  content 
them. 
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Sam.  Have  they  not  Sword-players,  and  ev’ry  fort 
Of  Gymnic  Artifts,  Wreftlers,  Riders,  Runners, 
Juglers  and  Dancers,  Antics,  Mummers,  Mimics, 
But  they  mud:  pick  me  out  with  fhackles  tir’d, 
And  over-labour’d  at  their  publick  Mill, 

To  make  them  fport  with  blind  activity  ? 

Do  they  not  feek  occafion  of  new  quarrels 
On  my  refufal  to  diftrefs  me  more,  1330 

Or  make  a  game  of  my  calamities? 

Return  the  way  thou  earn’d:,  I  will  not  come. 

Off.  Regard  thy  felf,  this  will  offend  them  highly. 

Sam.  My  felf?  myconfcience  and  internal  peace. 
Can  they  think  me  fo  broken,  fo  debas’d 
With  corporal  fervitude,  that  my  mind  ever 
Will  condefcend  to  fuch  abfurd  commands  ? 
Although  their  drudge,  to  be  their  fool  or  jefter, 
And  in  my  midft  of  forrow  and  heart-grief 
To  fhew  them  feats,  and  play  before  their  god, 
The  word:  of  all  indignities,  yet  on  me  1341 

Joyn’d  with  extream  contempt  ?  I  will  not  come. 

Off.  My  meffage  was  impos’d  on  me  with  fpeed, 
Brooks  no  delay  :  is  this  thy  refolution  ? 

Sam.  So  take  it  with  what  fpeed  thy  meffage  needs. 

Off.  I  am  forry  what  this  ftoutnefs  will  produce. 

Sa.  Perhaps  thou  (halt  have  caufe  to  forrow  indeed. 

Chor.  Condder, Samfon;  matters  noware  drain’d 
Up  to  the  highth,  whether  to  hold  or  break  ; 

He’s  gone,  and  who  knows  how  he  may  report 
Thy  words  by  adding  fuel  to  the  dame  ?  1351 

Expert  another  meffage  more  imperious, 

More  Lordly  thund’ring  then  thou  well  wilt  bear. 

Sam .  Shall  I  abufe  this  Confecrated  gift 
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Of  ftrength,  again  returning  with  my  hair 
After  my  great  tranfgreflion,  fo  requite 
Favour  renew’d,  and  add  a  greater  fin 
By  proftituting  holy  things  to  Idols ; 

A  Nazarite  in  place  abominable  1359 

Vaunting  my  ftrength  in  honour  to  their  Dagon  ? 
Befides,  how  vile,  contemptible,  ridiculous, 

What  adt  more  execrably  unclean,  prophane? 

Chor.  Yet  with  this  ftrength  thou  ferv’ft  the  Phi- 
Idolatrous,  uncircumcis’d,  unclean.  [ liftines , 

Sam.  Not  in  their  Idol-worfhip,  but  by  labour 
Honeft  and  lawful  to  deferve  my  food 
Of  thofe  who  have  me  in  their  civil  power,  [file  not. 
Chor .  Where  the  heart  joins  not,  outward  adtsde- 
Sam.  Where  outward  force  conftrains,  the  fen- 

tence  holds  ;  1369 

But  who  conftrains  me  to  the  Temple  of  Dagon , 
Not  dragging  ?  the  Philiftian  Lords  command. 
Commands  are  no  conftraints.  If  I  obey  them, 

I  do  it  freely  ;  venturing  to  difpleafe 
God  for  the  fear  of  Man,  and  Man  prefer. 

Set  God  behind  :  which  in  his  jealoufie 
Shall  never,  unrepented,  find  forgivenefs. 

Yet  that  he  may  difpenfe  with  me  or  thee 
Prefent  in  Temples  at  Idolatrous  Rites 
For  fome  important  caufe,  thou  needft  not  doubt. 
Chor .  How  thou  wilt  here  come  off  furmounts  my 
Sam.  Be  of  good  courage,  I  begin  to  feel  [reach. 
Some  rouzing  motions  in  me  which  difpofe 
To  fomething  extraordinary  my  thoughts. 

I  with  this  Meftenger  will  go  along. 

Nothing  to  do,  be  fure,  that  may  difhonour 
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Our  Law,  or  ftain  my  vow  of  Nazar  it  e. 

If  there  be  aught  of  prefage  in  the  mind, 

This  day  will  be  remarkable  in  my  life 
By  fome  great  adt,  or  of  my  days  the  lafh  1389 
Chor.  In  time  thou  haft  refolv’djthe  man  returns. 
Off.  Samfon ,  this  fecond  meffage  from  our  Lords 
To  thee  I  am  bid  fay.  Art  thou  our  Slave, 

Our  Captive,  at  the  public  Mill  our  drudge, 

And  dafift  thou  at  our  fending  and  command 
Difpute  thy  coming  ?  come  without  delay  ; 

Or  we  fhall  find  fuch  Engines  to  affail 

And  hamper  thee,  as  thou  fhalt  come  of  force. 

Though  thou  wert  firmlier  faftn’d  then  a  rock. 

Sam .  I  could  be  well  content  to  try  their  Art, 
Which  to  no  few  of  them  would  prove  pernicious. 
Yet  knowing  their  advantages  too  many,  1401 
Becaufe  they  fhall  not  trail  me  through  their  ftreets 
Like  a  wild  Beaft,  I  am  content  to  go. 

Mafters  commands  come  with  a  power  refiftlefs 
To  fuch  as  owe  them  abfolute  fubjedtion; 

And  for  a  life  who  will  not  change  his  purpofe  ? 
(So  mutable  are  all  the  ways  of  men) 

Yet  this  be  fure,  in  nothing  to  comply 
Scandalous  or  forbidden  in  our  Law.  1409 

Off.  I  praife  thy  refolution,  doff  thefe  links : 

By  this  compliance  thou  wilt  win  the  Lords 
To  favour,  and  perhaps  to  fet  thee  free. 

Sam .  Brethren  farewel,  your  company  along 
I  will  not  wilh,  left  it  perhaps  offend  them 
To  fee  me  girt  with  Friends ;  and  how  the  fight 
Of  me  as  of  a  common  Enemy, 

So  dreaded  once,  may  now  exafperate  them 
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I  know  not.  Lords  are  Lordlieft  in  their  wine  ; 
And  the  well-feafted  Prieft  then  fooneft  fir’d 
With  zeal,  if  aught  Religion  feem  concern’d  :  1420 
No  lefs  the  people  on  their  Holy-days 
Impetuous,  infolent,  unquenchable  ; 

Happ’n  what  may,  of  me  expedt  to  hear 
Nothing  difhonourable,  impure,  unworthy 
Our  God,  our  Law,  my  Nation,  or  my  felf, 

The  laid  of  me  or  no  I  cannot  warrant. 

Chor ,  Go,  and  the  Holy  One 
Of  Ifrael  be  thy  guide 

T o  what  may  ferve  his  glory  beft,  &  fpread  his  name 
Great  among  the  Heathen  round:  1430 

Send  thee  the  Angel  of  thy  Birth,  to  ftand 
Faft  by  thy  fide,  who  from  thy  Fathers  field 
Rode  up  in  flames  after  his  meftage  told 
Of  thy  conception,  and  be  now  a  fhield 
Of  fire  ;  that  Spirit  that  firft  ruftit  on  thee 
In  the  Camp  of  Dan 
Be  efficacious  in  thee  now  at  need. 

For  never  was  from  Heaven  imparted 
Meafure  of  ftrength  fo  great  to  mortal  feed, 

As  in  thy  wond’rous  adtions  hath  been  feen.  1440 
But  wherefore  comes  old  Manoa  in  fuch  haft 
With  youthful  fteps  ?  much  livelier  than  e’re  while 
He  feems  :  fuppofing  here  to  find  his  Son, 

Or  of  him  bringing  to  us  fome  glad  news  ? 

Man .  Peace  with  you  brethren;  my  inducement 
Was  not  at  prefent  here  to  find  my  Son,  [hither 
By  order  of  the  Lords  new  parted  hence 
To  come  and  play  before  them  at  their  Feaft. 

I  heard  all  as  I  came,  the  City  rings 
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And  numbers  thither  flock,  I  had  no  will,  1450 
Left  I  fhould  fee  him  forc’t  to  things  unfeemly. 
But  that  which  moved  my  coming  now, 'was  chiefly 
To  give  ye  part  with  me  what  hope  I  have 
With  good  fuccefs  to  work  his  liberty.  [take 

Chor.  That  hope  would  much  rejoyce  us  to  par- 
With  thee  ;  fay  reverend  Sire,  we  third:  to  hear. 

Man.  I  have  attempted  one  by  one  the  Lords 
Either  at  home,  or  through  the  high  ftreet  paifing, 
With  fupplication  prone  and  Fathers  tears  1459 
To  accept  of  ranfom  for  my  Son  their  pris’ner. 
Some  much  averfe  I  found  and  wondrous  harfh, 
Contemptuous,  proud,  fet  on  revenge  and  fpite ; 
That  part  mod  reverenc’d  Dagon  and  his  Priefts, 
Others  more  moderate  feeming,  but  their  aim 
Private  reward,  for  which  both  God  and  State 
They  eafily  would  fet  to  fale,  a  third 
More  generous  far  and  civil,  who  confefs’d 
They  had  anough  reveng’d,  having  reduc’t 
Their  foe  to  mifery  beneath  their  fears, 

The  reft  was  magnanimity  to  remit,  1470 

If  fome  convenient  ranfom  were  propos’d. 

What  noife  or  fhout  was  that?  it  tore  the  Skie. 

Chor.  Doubtlefs  the  people  fhouting  to  behold 
Theironcegreatdread, captive, &  blind  before  them, 
Or  at  fome  proof  of  ftrength  before  them  fhown. 

Man.  His  ranfom,  if  my  whole  inheritance 
May  compafs  it,  fhall  willingly  be  paid 
And  numberd  down  :  much  rather  I  fhall  chuie 
To  live  the  pooreft  in  my  Tribe,  then  richeft, 
And  he  in  that  calamitous  prifon  left.  >480 

No,  I  am  fixt  not  to  part  hence  without  him. 
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For  his  redemption  all  my  Patrimony, 

If  need  be,  I  am  ready  to  forgo 

And  quit :  not  wanting  him,  I  fhall  want  nothing. 

Chor.  Fathers  are  wont  to  lay  up  for  their  Sons, 
Thou  for  thy  Son  art  bent  to  lay  out  all ; 

Sons  wont  to  nurfe  their  Parents  in  old  age, 
Thou  in  old  age  car’ft  how  to  nurfe  thy  Son. 
Made  older  then  thy  age  through  eye-fight  loft. 

Man.  It  ihall  be  my  delight  to  tend  his  eyes, 
And  view  him  fitting  in  the  houfe,  enobl’d  1491 
With  all  thofe  high  exploits  by  him  atchiev’d, 
And  on  his  ihoulders  waving  down  thofe  locks, 
That  of  a  Nation  arm’d  the  ftrength  contain’d  : 
And  I  perfwade  me  God  had  not  permitted 
His  ftrength  again  to  grow  up  with  his  hair 
Garrifon’d  round  about  him  like  a  Camp 
Of  faithful  Souldiery,  were  not  his  purpofe 
To  ufe  him  further  yet  in  fome  great  fervice, 

Not  to  fit  idle  with  fo  great  a  gift  1500 

Ufelefs,  and  thence  ridiculous  about  him. 

And  fince  his  ftrength  with  eye-fight  was  not  loft, 
God  will  reftore  him  eye-fight  to  his  ftrength. 

Chor .  Thy  hopes  are  not  ill  founded  nor  feem 
Of  his  delivery,  and  thy  joy  thereon  [vain 

Conceiv’d,  agreeable  to  a  Fathers  love, 

In  both  which  we,  as  next  participate.  [noife ! 

Man .  I  know  your  friendly  minds  and — O  what 
Mercy  of  Heav’n  what  hideous  noife  was  that ! 
Horribly  loud  unlike  the  former  fhout.  1510 

Chor .  Noife  call  you  it  or  univerfal  groan 
As  if  the  whole  inhabitation  perifh’d, 

Blood,  death,  and  deathful  deeds  are  in  that  noife. 
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Ruin,  deftrudtion  at  the  u  tin  oil  point. 

Man .  Of  ruin  indeed  methought  I  heard  the 
Oh  it  continues,  they  have  flain  my  Son.  [noife, 
C/ior.  Thy  Son  is  rather  flaying  them,  that  outcry 
From  flaughter  of  one  foe  could  not  afcend. 

Man.  Some  difmal  accident  it  needs  muft  be ; 
What  fhall  we  do,  ftay  here  or  run  and  fee?  1520 
Chor.  Bell  keep  together  here,  left  running  thither 
We  unawares  run  into  dangers  mouth. 

This  evil  on  the  Philiflines  is  fall’n, 

From  whom  could  elfe  a  general  cry  be  heard? 
The  fufferers  then  will  fcarce  moleft  us  here, 
From  other  hands  we  need  not  much  to  fear. 
What  if  his  eye-fight  (for  to  IJraels  God 
Nothing  is  hard)  by  miracle  reftor’d, 

He  now  be  dealing  dole  among  his  foes, 

And  over  heaps  of  flaughtehd  walk  his  way?  1530 
Man .  That wereajoyprefumptuoustobe thought. 
Chor .  Yet  God  hath  wrought  things  as  incredible 
For  his  people  of  old  ;  what  hinders  now  ? 

Man.  He  can  I  know,  but  doubt  to  think  he  will ; 
Yet  Hope  would  fain  fubfcribe,  and  tempts  Belief. 
A  little  ftay  will  bring  fome  notice  hither. 

Chor .  Of  good  or  bad  fo  great,  of  bad  the  fooner; 
For  evil  news  rides  poft,  while  good  news  baits. 
And  to  our  wifh  I  fee  one  hither  fpeeding, 

An  Ebrew,  as  I  guefs,  and  of  our  Tribe.  1540 
Mejf.  O  whither  fhall  I  run,  or  which  way  flie 
The  light  of  this  fo  horrid  fpedtacle 
Which  earft  my  eyes  beheld  and  yet  behold  ; 

For  dire  imagination  ftill  perfues  me. 

But  providence  or  inftindl  of  nature  feems^ 
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Or  realon  though  difturb’d,  and  fcarfe  confulted 
To  have  guided  me  aright,  I  know  not  how, 

To  thee  firft  reverend  Manoa ,  and  to  thefe 
My  Countreymen,  whom  here  I  knew  remaining, 
As  at  fome  diftance  from  the  place  of  horrour. 

So  in  the  fad  event  too  much  concern’d.  1551 
Man .  The  accident  was  loud,&  here  before  thee 
With  rueful  cry,  yet  what  it  was  we  hear  not, 

No  Preface  needs,  thou  feed:  we  long  to  know. 

Mejf.  It  would  burft  forth,  but  I  recover  breath 
And  fenfe  diftradt,  to  know  well  what  I  utter. 
Man.  Tell  us  the  fum,  the  circumftance  defer. 
Mejf.  Gaza  yet  ftands,  but  all  her  Sons  are  fall’ny 
All  in  a  moment  overwhelm’d  and  fall’n. 

Man.  Sad, but  thouknowftt oljraelites  notfaddeft 
The  defolation  of  a  Hoftile  City.  1561 

Me[f.  F eed  on  that  firft,  there  m  ay  in  grief  be  furfet*. 
Man.  Relate  by  whom.  Mejf.  By  Samfon. 
Man.  That  ftill  leflens 
The  forrow,  and  converts  it  nigh  to  joy. 

Mejf.  Ah  Manoa  I  refrain,  too  fuddenly 
To  utter  what  will  come  at  laft  too  foon  ; 

Left  evil  tidings  with  too  rude  irruption 
Hitting  thy  aged  ear  fhould  pierce  too  deep. 

Man.  Sufpenfe  in  news  is  torture,  fpeakthemoutc 
Mejf  Then  take  theworft  in  brief, Samfon  is  dead. 
Man.  The  word:  indeed,  O  all  my  hope’s  defeated 
To  free  him  hence  !  but  death  who  fets  all  free 
Hath  paid  his  ranfom  now  and  full  difcharge. 
What  windy  joy  this  day  had  I  conceiv’d 
Hopeful  of  his  Delivery,  which  now  proves 
Abortive  as  the  firft-born  bloom  of  fpring 
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Nipt  with  the  lagging  rear  of  winters  froft. 

Yet  e’re  I  give  the  rains  to  grief,  fay  firft, 

How  dy’d  he  ?  death  to  life  is  crown  or  fhame. 
All  by  him  fell  thou  fay’ft,  by  whom  fell  he, 
What  glorious  hand  gave  Samfon  his  deaths  wound  r 
Mejf.  Un wounded  of  his  enemies  he  fell,  [plain. 
Man.  Wearied  with  daughter  then  or  how  ?  ex- 
Mejf.  By  his  own  hands.  Man.  Self-violence  ? 
what  caufe 

Brought  him  fo  foon  at  variance  with  himfelf 
Among  his  foes  ?  M.efJ\  Inevitable  caufe 
At  once  both  to  deftroy  and  be  deftroy’d  ; 

The  Edifice  where  all  were  met  to  fee  him 
Upon  their  heads  and  on  his  own  he  pull’d. 

Man.  O  laftly  over-ftrong  againft  thyfelf!  1590 
A  dreadful  way  thou  took’ft  to  thy  revenge. 

More  then  anough  we  know  ;  but  while  things  yet 
Are  in  confufion,  give  us  if  thou  canft, 
Eye-witnefs  of  what  firft  or  laft  was  done, 
Relation  more  particular  and  diftindt. 

Mejf.  Occafions  drew  me  early  to  this  City, 
And  as  the  gates  I  enter’d  with  Sun-rife, 

The  morning  Trumpets  Feftival  proclaim’d 
Through  each  high  ftreet :  little  I  had  difpatch’t 
When  all  abroad  was  rumour’d  that  this  day  1600 
Samfon  fhould  be  brought  forth  to  ftiew  the  people 
Proof  of  his  mighty  ftrength  in  feats  and  games  •, 

I  forrow’d  at  his  captive  ftate,  but  minded 
Not  to  be  abfent  at  that  fpedtacle. 

The  building  was  a  fpacious  Theatre 

Half  round  on  two  main  Pillars  vaulted  high, 

With  feats  where  all  the  Lords  and  each  degree 
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Of  fort,  might  lit  in  order  to  behold, 

The  other  fide  was  op’n,  where  the  throng 
On  banks  and  fcaffolds  under  Skie  might  Hand ; 

I  among  thefe  aloof  obfcurely  flood.  1611 

The  Feaft  and  noon  grew  high,  and  Sacrifice 
Had  fill’d  their  hearts  with  mirth,  high  chear  ,&  wine, 
When  to  their  fports  they  turn’d.  Immediately 
Was  Samfon  as  a  public  fervant  brought, 

In  their  Hate  Livery  clad  ;  before  him  Pipes 
And  Timbrels,  on  each  fide  went  armed  guards, 
Both  horfe  and  foot  before  him  and  behind 
Archers,  and  Slingers,  Cataphradts  and  Spears. 

At  fight  of  him  the  people  with  a  fhout  1620 
Rifted  the  Air  clamouring  their  god  with  praife, 
Who  had  made  their  dreadful  enemy  their  thrall. 
He  patient  but  undaunted  where  they  led  him. 
Came  to  the  place,  and  what  was  fet  before  him 
Which  without  help  of  eye,  might  be  aflay’d, 

To  heave,  pull,  draw,  or  break,  he  ftill  perform’d 
All  with  incredible,  flupendious  force, 

None  daring  to  appear  Antagonift. 

At  length  for  intermiffion  fake  they  led  him 
Between  the  pillars  ;  he  his  guide  requefted  1630 
(For  fo  from  fuch  as  nearer  flood  we  heard) 

As  over-tir’d  to  let  him  lean  a  while 

With  both  his  arms  on  thofe  two  maffie  Pillars 

That  to  the  arched  roof  gave  main  fupport. 

He  unfufpitious  led  him ;  which  when  Sa??ifon 
Felt  in  his  arms,  with  head  a  while  enclin’d, 

And  eyes  faft  fixd  he  flood,  as  one  who  pray’d, 
Or  fome  great  matter  in  his  mind  revolv’d. 

At  laft  with  head  eredt  thus  cryed  aloud, 
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Hitherto,  Lords,  what  your  commands  impos'd 
I  have  perform’d,  as  reafon  was,  obeying,  1641 
Not  without  wonder  or  delight  beheld. 

Now  of  my  own  accord  fuch  other  tryal 
I  mean  to  fhew  you  of  my  ftrength,  yet  greater  ; 
As  with  amaze  fhall  ftrike  all  who  behold. 

This  utter’d,  {training  all  his  nerves  he  bow’d, 

As  with  the  force  of  winds  and  waters  pent, 

When  Mountains  tremble,  thofe  two  maffie  Pillars 
With  horrible  convullion  to  and  fro,  1649 

He  tugg’d,  he  {hook,  till  down  they  came  and  drew 
The  whole  roof  after  them,  with  burft  of  thunder 
Upon  the  heads  of  all  who  fate  beneath, 

Lords,  Ladies,  Captains,  Councellors,  or  Priefts, 
Their  choice  nobility  and  flower,  not  only 
Of  this  but  each  Philiftian  City  round 
Met  from  all  parts  to  folemnize  this  Feaft. 

Samfon  with  thefe  immixt,  inevitably 
Pulld  down  the  fame  deftruCtion  on  hi  mi  elf ; 

The  vulgar  only  Icap’d  who  {food  without.  1659 

Chor.  O  dearly-bought  revenge,  yet  glorious ! 
Living  or  dying  thou  haft  fulfill’d 
The  work  for  which  thou  waft  foretold 
To  Ifrael ,  and  now  ly’ft  victorious 
Among  thy  {lain  felf-kill’d 
Not  willingly,  but  tangl’d  in  the  fold, 

Of  dire  neceflity,  whofe  law  in  death  conjoin’d 
Thee  with  thy  flaughter’d  foes  in  number  more 
Then  all  thy  life  had  {lain  before. 

Semichor.  While  their  hearts  were  jocund  andfub- 
Drunk  with  Idolatry,  drunk  with  Wine,  [lime, 
And  fat  regorg’d  of  Bulls  and  Goats,  1671 
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Chaunting  their  Idol,  and  preferring 
Before  our  living  Dread  who  dwells 
In  Silo  his  bright  Sanctuary  : 

Among  them  he  a  fpirit  of  phrenzie  fent, 

Who  hurt  their  minds, 

And  urg’d  them  on  with  mad  delire 
To  call  in  haft  for  their  deftroyer ; 

They  only  fet  on  fport  and  play 
Unweetingly  importun’d  1680 

Their  own  deftrudion  to  come  fpeedy  upon  them. 
So  fond  are  mortal  men 
Fall’n  into  wrath  divine, 

As  their  own  ruin  on  themfelves  to  invite, 
Infenfate  left,  or  to  fenfe  reprobate, 

And  with  blindnefs  internal  ftruck. 

Semichor.  But  he  though  blind  of  fight, 
Defpis’d  and  thought  extinguilh’t  quite, 

With  inward  eyes  illuminated 

His  fierie  vertue  rouz’d  1690 

From  under  alhes  into  fudden  flame, 

And  as  an  ev’ning  Dragon  came, 

Aflailant  on  the  perched  roofts, 

And  nefts  in  order  rang’d 

Of  tame  villatic  Fowl ;  but  as  an  Eagle 

His  cloudlefs  thunder  bolted  on  their  heads. 

So  vertue  giv’n  for  loft, 

Depreft,  and  overthrown,  as  feem’d, 

Like  that  felf-begott’n  bird 

In  the  Arabian  woods  emboft,  1700 

That  no  fecond  knows  nor  third, 

And  lay  e’re  while  a  Holocauft, 

From  out  her  aftiie  womb  now  teem’d 
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Revives,  reflourifhes,  then  vigorous  moft 
When  moft  unadtive  deem’d. 

And  though  her  body  die,  her  fame  furvives, 

A  fecular  bird  ages  of  lives. 

Man.  Come,  come,  no  time  for  lamentation  now, 
Nor  much  more  caufe,  Samfon  hath  quit  himfelf 
Like  Samfon ,  and  heroicly  hath  finifh’d  1710 

A  life  Heroic,  on  his  Enemies 
Fully  reveng’d,  hath  left  them  years  of  mourning, 
And  lamentation  to  the  Sons  of  Caphtor 
Through  all  Philiflian  bounds.  To  Ifrael 
Honour  hath  left,  and  freedom,  let  but  them 
Find  courage  to  lay  hold  on  this  occafion, 

To  himfelf  and  Fathers  houfe  eternal  fame  ; 

And  which  is  beft  and  happieft  yet,  all  this 
With  God  not  parted  from  him,  as  was  feard, 

But  favouring  and  aflifting  to  the  end.  1720 

Nothing  is  here  for  tears,  nothing  to  wail 
Or  knock  the  breaft,  no  weaknefs,  no  contempt, 
Difpraife,  or  blame,  nothing  but  well  and  fair, 
And  what  may  quiet  us  in  a  death  fo  noble. 

Let  us  go  find  the  body  where  it  lies 
Sok’t  in  his  enemies  blood,  and  from  the  ftream 
With  lavers  pure  and  cleanfing  herbs  wafh  off 
The  clotted  gore.  I  with  what  fpeed  the  while 
(G  axa  is  not  in  plight  to  fay  us  nay) 

Will  fend  for  all  my  kindred,  all  my  friends  1750 
To  fetch  him  hence  and  folemnly  attend 
With  filent  obfequie  and  funeral  train 
Home  to  his  Fathers  houfe  :  there  will  I  build  him 
A  Monument,  and  plant  it  round  with  fhade 
Of  Laurel  ever  green,  and  branching  Palm, 
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With  all  his  Trophies  hung,  and  Adis  enroll’d 
In  copious  Legend,  or  fweet  Lyric  Song. 

Thither  fhall  all  the  valiant  youth  refort, 

And  from  his  memory  inflame  their  breafts 
To  matchlefs  valour,  and  adventures  high:  1740 

The  Virgins  alfo  fhall  on  feaftful  days 
Vifit  his  Tomb  with  flowers,  only  bewailing 
His  lot  unfortunate  in  nuptial  choice. 

From  whence  captivity  and  lofs  of  eyes. 

Chor.  All  is  beft,  though  we  oft  doubt, 

What  th’  unfearchable  difpofe 
Of  higheft  wifdom  brings  about, 

And  ever  beft  found  in  the  clofe. 

Oft  he  feems  to  hide  his  face, 

But  unexpectedly  returns  175a 

And  to  his  faithful  Champion  hath  in  place 
Bore  witnefs  glorioufly ;  whence  Gaza  mourns 
And  all  that  band  them  to  refill 
His  uncontroulable  intent, 

H  is  fervants  he  with  new  acquift 
Of  true  experience  from  this  great  event 
With  peace  and  confolation  hath  difmift, 

And  calm  of  mind  all  paffion  fpent. 


"The  End. 
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Prefented  at  Ludlow-Caftle,  1634,  before 
John  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  then 
P  ref  dent  of  Wales. 


THE  PERSONS. 


The  attendant  Spirit  afterwards  in  the  habit  of  Thyrfi 
Comus  with  his  crew. 

The  Lady. 

1.  Brother. 

2.  Brother. 

Sabrina  the  Nymph. 


The  chief  perjons  which  prefented \  were 

The  Lord  Brady , 

Mr.  Thomas  Eger  ton  his  Brother, 

The  Lady  Alice  Eger  ton. 


The  firft  Scene  difcovers  a  wilde  Wood. 

The  attendant  Spirit  defcends  or  enters . 

EFORE  the  ftarry  threfhold  of  Joves 
Court  [fhapes 

My  manfion  is,  where  thofe  immortal 
Of  bright  aereal  Spirits  live  infphear’d 
In  Regions  milde  of  calm  and  ferene  Air, 

Above  the  fmoak  and  ftirr  of  this  dim  fpot, 
Which  men  call  Earth,  and  with  lo  w-thoughted  care 
Confin’d,  and  pefter’d  in  this  pin-fold  here, 

Strive  to  keep  up  a  frail,  and  Feaverifh  being 
Unmindfull  of  the  crown  that  vertue  gives 
After  this  mortal  change,  to  her  true  Servants  io 
Amongft  the  enthron’d  gods  on  Sainted  feats. 

Yet  fom  there  be  that  by  due  fteps  afpire 
To  lay  their  juft  hands  on  that  Golden  Key 
That  ope’s  the  Palace  of  Eternity  : 

To  fuch  my  errand  is,  and  but  for  fuch, 

I  would  not  foil  thefe  pure  Ambrofial  weeds, 
With  the  rank  vapours  of  this  Sin-worn  mould. 

But  to  my  talk.  Neptune  befides  the  fway 
Of  every  fait  Flood,  and  each  ebbing  ftream, 
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Took  in  by  lot  ’twixt  high,  and  neather  Jove,  20 
Imperial  rule  of  all  the  Sea-girt  lies 
That  like  to  rich,  and  various  gemms  inlay 
The  unadorned  boofom  of  the  Deep, 

Which  he  to  grace  his  tributary  gods 
By  courfe  commits  to  feveral  government, 

And  gives  them  leave  to  wear  their  Saphire  crowns. 
And  wield  their  little  tridents,  but  this  lie 
The  greateft,  and  the  beft  of  all  the  main 
He  quarters  to  his  blu-hair’d  deities, 

And  all  this  trad:  that  fronts  the  falling  Sun  30 
A  noble  Peer  of  mickle  truft,  and  power 
Has  in  his  charge,  with  temper’d  awe  to  guide 
An  old,  and  haughty  Nation  proud  in  Arms  : 
Where  his  fair  off-fpring  nurs’t  in  Princely  lore. 
Are  coming  to  attend  their  Fathers  ftate, 

And  new-entrufted  Scepter,  but  their  way 
Lies  through  the  perplex’t  paths  of  this  drear  Wood, 
The  nodding  horror  of  whofe  fhady  brows 
Threats  the  forlorn  and  wandring  Paffinger. 

And  here  their  tender  age  might  fuffer  peril,  40 
But  that  by  quick  command  from  Soveran  Jove 
I  was  difpatcht  for  their  defence,  and  guard ; 

And  liften  why,  for  I  will  tell  you  now 
What  never  yet  was  heard  in  Tale  or  Song 
From  old,  or  modern  Bard  in  Hall,  or  Bowr. 

Bacchus  that  firft  from  out  the  purple  Grape, 
Crufh’t  the  fweet  poyfon  of  mif-uled  Wine 
After  the  Tufcan  Mariners  transform’d 
Coafting  the  Tyrrhene  fhore,  as  the  winds  lifted, 
On  Circes  Hand  fell  (who  knows  not  Circe  50 
The  daughter  of  the  Sun  ?  Whofe  charmed  Cup 
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Whoever  tafted,  loft  his  upright  fhape, 

And  downward  fell  into  a  groveling  Swine) 

This  Nymph  that  gaz’d  upon  his  cluftring  locks. 
With  Ivy  berries  wreath’d,  and  his  blithe  youth. 
Had  by  him,  ere  he  parted  thence,  a  Son 
Much  like  his  Father,  but  his  Mother  more, 
Whom  therefore  file  brought  up  and  Comus  nam’d, 
Who  ripe,  and  frolick  of  his  full  grown  age, 
Roaving  the  Celtick ,  and  Iberian  fields,  60 

At  laft  betakes  him  to  this  ominous  Wood, 

And  in  thick  fhelter  of  black  fhades  imbowr’d. 
Excells  his  Mother  at  her  mighty  Art, 

Offring  to  every  weary  Traveller, 

His  orient  Liquor  in  a  Cryftal  Glafs, 

T o  quench  the  drouth  of  Phoebus ,  which  as  they  tafte 
(For  mo  ft  do  tafte  through  fond  intemperate  thirft) 
Soon  as  the  Potion  works,  their  humancount’nance, 
Th’  exprefs  refemblance  of  the  gods,  is  chang’d 
Into  fom  brutifh  form  of  Woolf,  or  Bear,  70 
Or  Ounce,  or  Tiger,  Hog,  or  bearded  Goat, 

All  other  parts  remaining  as  they  were, 

And  they,  fo  perfedt  is  their  mifery, 

Not  once  perceive  their  foul  disfigurement, 

But  boaft  themfelves  more  comely  then  before, 
And  all  their  friends,  and  native  home  forget 
To  roule  with  pleafure  in  a  feniual  ftie. 

Therefore  when  any  favour’d  of  high  Jove , 
Chances  to  pafs  through  this  adventrous  glade, 
Swift  as  the  Sparkle  of  a  glancing  Star,  80 

I  fhoot  from  Heav’n  to  give  him  fafe  convoy, 

As  now  I  do  :  But  firft  I  muft  put  off 
Thefe  my  fkie  robes  fpun  out  of  Iris  Wooff, 
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And  take  the  Weeds  and  likenes  of  a  Swain, 

That  to  the  fervice  of  this  houfe  belongs. 

Who  with  his  foft  Pipe,  and  fmooth  dittied  Song, 
Well  knows  to  ftill  the  wilde  winds  when  they  roar. 
And  huffi  the  waving  Woods,  nor  of  lefs  faith, 
And  in  this  office  of  his  Mountain  watch, 
Likelieft,  and  neareft  to  the  prefent  ayd  90 

Of  this  occafion.  But  I  hear  the  tread 
Of  hatefull  fteps,  I  mu  ft  be  viewles  now. 

Comus  enters  with  a  Charming  Rod  in  one  hand , 
his  Glafs  in  the  other ,  with  him  a  rout  of  Mon - 
fers ,  headed  like  fundry  forts  of  wilde  Beafls ,  but 
other  wife  like  Men  and  Women ,  their  Apparel 
glifering ,  they  come  in  making  a  riotous  and  unruly 
noife ,  with  Torches  in  their  hands. 

Comus.  The  Star  that  bids  the  Shepherd  fold, 
Now  the  top  of  Heav’n  doth  hold, 

And  the  gilded  Car  of  Day, 

His  glowing  Axle  doth  allay 
In  the  fteep  Atlantick  ftream, 

And  the  Hope  Sun  his  upward  beam 
Shoots  againft  the  dufky  Pole, 

Pacing  toward  the  other  gole  100 

Of  his  Chamber  in  the  Eaft. 

Mean  while  welcom  Joy,  and  Feaft, 

Midnight  ffiout  and  revelry, 

Tipfie  dance,  and  Jollity. 

Braid  your  Locks  with  rofie  Twine 
Dropping  odours,  dropping  Wine. 

Rigor  now  is  gon  to  bed, 

And  Advice  with  fcrupulous  head, 
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Stridt  Age,  and  fowre  Severity, 

With  their  grave  Saws  in  Humber  lie.  no 

We  that  are  of  purer  fire 
Imitate  the  Starry  Quire, 

Who  in  their  nightly  watchfull  Sphears, 

Lead  in  fwift  round  the  Months  and  Years. 

The  Sounds,  and  Seas  with  all  their  finny  drove 
Now  to  the  Moon  in  wavering  Morrice  move, 
And  on  the  Tawny  Sands  and  Shelves, 

Trip  the  pert  Fairies  and  the  dapper  Elves  ; 

By  dimpled  Brook,  and  Fountain  brim. 

The  Wood-Nymphs  deckt  with  Daifiestrim,  120 
Their  merry  wakes  and  paftimes  keep  : 

What  hath  night  to  do  with  deep  ? 

Night  hath  better  fweets  to  prove, 

Venus  now  wakes,  and  wak’ns  Love. 

Com  let  us  our  rights  begin, 

’Tis  onely  day-light  that  makes  Sin 
Which  thefe  dun  (hades  will  ne’re  report, 

Hail  Goddefs  of  Nodturnal  fport 
Dark  vail’d  Cotytto ,  t’  whom  the  fecret  flame  129 
Of  mid-night  Torches  burns;  myfterious  Dame 
That  ne’re  art  call’d,  but  when  the  Dragon  woom 
Of  Stygian  darknefs  fpets  her  thickeft  gloom, 

And  makes  one  blot  of  all  the  air, 

Stay  thy  cloudy  Ebon  chair, 

Wherin  thou  rid’ft  wfith  Hecaf ,  and  befriend 
Us  thy  vow’d  Prieflis,  till  utmoft  end 
Of  all  thy  dues  be  done,  and  none  left  out, 

Ere  the  blabbing  Eaftern  Icout, 

The  nice  Morn  on  th’  Indian  fteep 
From  her  cabin’d  loop-hole  peep. 
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And  to  the  tell-tale  Sun  difcry 
Our  conceal’d  Solemnity. 

Com,  knit  hands,  and  beat  the  ground, 

•  In  a  light  fantaftick  round. 

The  Me aj ure . 

Break  off,  break  off,  I  feel  the  different  pace, 

Of  fom  chaff  footing  near  about  this  ground. 

Run  to  your  ftirouds, within  thefe  Brakes  andTrees, 
Ournumber  may  affright :  Some  Virgin  fure 
(For  fo  I  can  diftinguifh  by  mine  Art) 

Benighted  in  thefe  Woods.  Now  to  my  charms, 
And  to  my  wily  trains,  I  flhall  e’re  long  151 

Be  well  ftock’t  with  as  fair  a  herd  as  graz’d 
About  my  Mother  Circe .  Thus  I  hurl 
My  dazling  Spells  into  the  fpungy  ayr, 

Of  power  to  cheat  the  eye  with  blear  illuiion, 
And  give  it  falfe  preferments,  left  the  place 
And  my  quaint  habits  breed  aftonilhment, 

And  put  the  Damfel  to  fufpicious  flight. 

Which  muff  not  be,  for  that’s  againft  my  courfe  ; 
I  under  fair  pretence  of  friendly  ends,  160 

And  well-plac’t  words  of  glozing  courtefie 
Baited  with  reafons  not  unplaufible 
Wind  me  into  the  eafie-hearted  man, 

And  hug  him  into  fnares.  When  once  her  eye 
Hath  met  the  vertue  of  this  Magick  duff 
I  fhall  appear  fome  harmles  Villager 
And  hearken,  if  I  may  her  bufrnes  hear. 

But  here  fhe  comes,  I  fairly  ftep  afide. 

The  Lady  enters . 

This  way  the  noife  wras,  if  mine  ear  be  true. 
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My  belt  guide  now,  me  thought  it  was  the  found 
Of  Riot,  and  ill  manag’d  Merriment,  17 1 

Such  as  the  jocund  Flute,  or  gamefom  Pipe 
Stirs  up  among  the  loofe  unletter’d  Hinds, 

When  for  their  teeming  Flocks,  and  granges  full 
In  wanton  dance  they  praife  the  bounteous  Pan , 
And  thank  the  gods  amifs.  I  fhould  be  loath 
To  meet  the  rudenefs,  and  fwill’d  infolence 
Of  fuch  late  Waffailers  ;  yet  O  where  els 
Shall  I  inform  my  unacquainted  feet 
In  the  blind  mazes  of  this  tangl’d  Wood?  180 
My  Brothers  when  they  faw  me  wearied  out 
With  this  long  way,  refolving  here  to  lodge 
Under  the  fpreading  favour  of  thefe  Pines, 

Stept  as  they  fe’d  to  the  next  Thicket  fide 
To  bring  me  Berries,  or  fuch  cooling  fruit 
As  the  kind  hofpitable  Woods  provide. 

They  left  me  then,  when  the  gray-hooded  Eev’n 
Like  a  fad  Votarift  in  Palmers  weed 
Rofe  from  the  hindmoft  wheels  of  Phoebus  wain. 
But  where  they  are,  and  why  they  came  not  back. 
Is  now  the  labour  of  my  thoughts,  ’tis  likelieft 
They  had  ingag’d  their  wandring  fteps  too  far, 
And  envious  darknes,  e’re  they  could  return, 

Had  Hole  them  from  me  ;  els  O  theevifh  Night 
Why  fhouldft  thou,  but  for  fom  fellonious  end. 
In  thy  dark  Lantern  thus  clofc  up  the  Stars, 

That  nature  hung  in  Heav’n,  and  fill’d  their  Lamps 
With  everlafting  oil,  to  give  due  light 
To  the  milled  and  lonely  Traveller  ? 

This  is  the  place,  as  well  as  I  may  guefs, 

Whence  eev’n  now  the  tumult  of  loud  Mirth 
Was  rife,  and  perfet  in  my  lift’ning  ear, 
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Yet  nought  but  Angle  darknes  do  I  find. 

What  might  this  be  ?  A  thoufand  fantafies 
Begin  to  throng  into  my  memory 
Of  calling  ffiapes,  and  beckning  ffiadows  dire, 

And  airy  tongues,  that  fyllable  mens  names 
On  Sands,  and  Shoars,  and  defert  Wilderneffes. 
Thefe  thoughts  may  ftartle  well,  but  not  afiound 
The  vertuous  mind,  that  ever  walks  attended  210 

By  a  ftrong  Tiding  champion  Confidence. - 

O  w  el  com  pure-ey’d  Faith,  white-handed  Hope, 
Thou  hovering  Angel  girt  with  golden  wings, 
And  thou  unblemififit  form  of  Chaftity, 

I  fee  ye  vifibly,  and  now  believe 

That  he,  the  Supreme  good,  t’whom  all  things  ill 

Are  but  as  flavifh  officers  of  vengeance, 

Would  fend  a  gliftring  Guardian  if  need  were 
To  keep  my  life  and  honour  unaffail’d. 

Was  I  deceiv’d,  or  did  a  fable  cloud  220 

Turn  forth  her  filver  lining  on  the  night  ? 

I  did  not  err,  there  does  a  fable  cloud 
Turn  forth  her  filver  lining  on  the  night, 

And  cafts  a  gleam  over  this  tufted  Grove. 

I  cannot  hallow  to  my  Brothers,  but 
Such  noife  as  I  can  make  to  be  heard  fartheft 
lie  venter,  for  my  new  enliv’nd  fpirits 
Prompt  me ;  and  they  perhaps  are  not  far  off. 

SONG. 

Sweet  Echo,Jweetefl  Nymph  that  livfl  unfeen 
Within  thy  airy  fhell 
By  flow  Meander’s  mar  gent  green , 

And  in  the  violet  imhr oider  d  vale 
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Where  the  love-lorn  Nightingale 

Nightly  to  thee  her  fad  Song  mourneth  well. 

Canf  thou  not  tell  me  of  a  gentle  Pair 
That  liked  thy  Narciffus  are  ? 

0  if  thou  have 

Hid  them  in  fom  flowry  Cave , 

Tell  me  but  where 

Sweet  Ifueen  of  Parly ,  Daughter  of  the  Sphear , 

So  maif  thou  be  tranfated  to  the  fkies ,  241 

And  give  refounding  grace  to  all  Heavns  Harmonies. 

Com.  Can  any  mortal  mixture  of  Earths  mould 
Breath  fuch  Divine  inchanting  ravifhment  ? 

Sure  fomething  holy  lodges  in  that  breft, 

And  with  thefe  raptures  moves  the  vocal  air 
To  teftifie  his  hidd’n  refidence  ; 

How  fweetly  did  they  float  upon  the  wings 
Of  filence,  through  the  empty-vaulted  night 
At  every  fall  fmoothing  the  Raven  doune  250 
Of  darknes  till  it  fmil’d  :  I  have  oft  heard 
My  Mother  Circe  with  the  Sirens  three, 

Amid’ ft  the  flowry-kirtl’d  Naiades 
Culling  their  potent  hearbs,  and  balefull  drugs. 
Who  as  they  fung,  would  take  the  prilon’d  foul, 
And  lap  it  in  Plyfium ,  Scylla  wept, 

And  chid  her  barking  waves  into  attention, 

And  fell  Chary bdis  murmur’d  foft  applaufe  : 

Yet  they  in  pleafing  flumber  lull’d  the  fenfe. 

And  in  fweet  madnes  rob’d  it  of  it  felf,  260 

But  fuch  a  facred,  and  home-felt  delight, 

Such  fober  certainty  of  waking  blifs 
1  never  heard  till  now.  lie  fpeak  to  her 
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And  fhe  fhall  be  my  Queen.  Hail  forren  wonder 
Whom  certain  thefe  rough  fhades  did  never  breed 
Unlefs  the  Goddes  that  in  rural  fhrine 
Dwell’d:  here  with  Pan ,  or  Silvan ,  by  bleft  Song 
Forbidding  every  bleak  unkindly  Fog 
To  touch  the  profperous  growth  of  this  tall  Wood. 

La.  Nay  gentle  Shepherd  ill  is  loft  that  praife 
That  is  addreft  to  unattending  Ears,  271 

Not  any  boaft  of  fkill,  but  extreme  fhift 
How  to  regain  my  fever’d  company 
Compell’d  me  to  awake  the  courteous  Echo 
To  give  me  anfwer  from  her  moffie  Couch. 

Co.  What  chance  good  Lady  hath  bereft  you  thus? 

La.  Dim  darknes,  and  this  leavie  Labyrinth. 

Co.  Could  that  divide  you  from  neer-ufhering 

? 

e 

La.  They  left  me  weary  on  a  graft! e  terf. 

Co.  By  falfhood,  or  difcourtefie,  or  why  ?  280 

La.  To  feek  i’th  vally  fom  cool  friendly  Spring. 

Co.  And  left  your  fair  fide  all  unguarded  Lady  ? 

La .  They  were  but  twain,  and  purpos’d  quick 
return. 

Co.  Perhaps  fore-ftalling  night  prevented  them. 

La.  How  eafie  my  misfortune  is  to  hit ! 

Co.  Imports  their  lofs,  befide  the  prefent  need? 

La.  No  lefs  then  if  I  ftiould  my  brothers  loofe. 

Co.  W  ere  they  of  manly  prime,  or  youthful  bloom  ? 

La.  As  fmooth  as  Hebe's  their  unrazor’  d  lips. 

Co.  T wo fuch  I faw,  what  time  the  labour’d  Oxe 
In  his  loofe  traces  from  the  furrow  came,  291 
And  the  fwink’t  hedger  at  his  Supper  fate  ; 

I  faw  them  under  a  green  mantling  vine 
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That  crawls  along  the  fide  of  yon  fmall  hill, 
Plucking  ripe  clufters  from  the  tender  (hoots, 
Their  port  was  more  then  human,  as  they  ftood ; 

I  took  it  for  a  faery  vifion 

Of  fom  gay  creatures  of  the  element 

That  in  the  colours  of  the  Rainbow  live 

And  play  i’th  plighted  clouds.  I  was  aw-ftrook, 

And  as  I  paft,  I  worfhipt  :  if  thofe  you  feek  301 

It  were  a  journey  like  the  path  to  Heav’n, 

To  help  you  find  them.  La.  Gentle  villager 
What  readied:  way  would  bring  me  to  that  place  ? 

Co.  Due  weft  it  rifes  from  this  fhrubby  point. 

La.  To  find  out  that,  good  Shepherd,  I  fuppofe. 
In  fuch  a  fcant  allowance  of  Star-light, 

Would  overtalk  the  beft  Land-Pilots  art, 

Without  the  fure  guefs  of  well-pradtiz’d  feet. 

Co.  I  know  each  lane,  and  every  alley  green, 
Dingle,  or  bufhy  dell  of  this  wilde  Wood,  31 1 
And  every  bolky  bourn  from  fide  to  fide 
My  daily  walks  and  ancient  neighbourhood, 

And  if  your  ftray  attendance  be  yet  lodg’d, 

Or  fhroud  within  thefe  limits,  I  (hall  know 
Ere  morrow  wake,  or  the  low  roofted  lark 
From  her  thatch’t  pallat  rowfe,  if  otherwife 
I  can  conduct  you  Lady  to  a  low 
But  loyal  cottage,  where  you  may  be  fafe 
Till  further  queft’.  La.  Shepherd  I  take  thy  word, 
And  truft  thy  honeft  offer’d  courtefie,  321 

Which  oft  is  fooner  found  in  lowly  (beds 
With  fmoaky  rafters,  then  in  tapftry  Halls 
And  Courts  of  Princes,  where  it  firft  was  nam’d, 
And  yet  is  moft  pretended  :  In  a  place 
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Lefs  warranted  then  this,  or  lefs  fecure 
I  cannot  be,  that  I  fhould  fear  to  change  it, 

Eie  me  bleft  Providence,  and  fquare  my  triall 
To  my  proportion’d  ftrength.  Shepherd  lead  on. — 

The  two  Brothers . 

Eld.  Bro.  Unmuffle  ye  faint  Stars,  and  thou  fair 
Moon 

That  wontft  to  love  the  travellers  benizon,  331 
Stoop  thy  pale  vifage  through  an  amber  cloud, 
And  diflnherit  Chaos ,  that  raigns  here 
In  double  night  of  darknefs,  and  of  fflades  ; 

Or  if  your  influence  be  quite  damm’d  up 
With  black  ufurping  mifts,  fom  gentle  taper 
Though  a  ruffl  Candle  from  the  wicker  hole 
Of  fom  clay  habitation  vifit  us 
With  thy  long  levell’d  rule  of  ftreaming  light, 
And  thou  fhalt  be  our  ftar  of  Arcady ,  340 

Or  Tyria?i  Cynofure.  2.  Bro.  Or  if  our  eyes 
Be  barr’d  that  happines,  might  we  but  hear 
The  folded  flocks  pen’d  in  their  watled  cotes, 

Or  found  of  paftoral  reed  with  oaten  flops, 

Or  whiftle  from  the  Lodge,  or  Village  Cock 
Count  the  night  watches  to  his  feathery  Dames, 
’Twould  be  fom  folace  yet  fom  little  chearing 
In  this  clofe  dungeon  of  innumerous  bowes. 

But  O  that  haples  virgin  our  loft  After  349 

Where  may  flic  wander  now,  whither  betake  her 
From  the  chill  dew,  amongft  rude  burrs  and  thiftles? 
Perhaps  fom  cold  bank  is  her  boulfter  now 
Or  ’gainft  the  rugged  bark  of  fom  broad  Elm 
Leans  her  unpillow’d  head  fraught  with  fad  fears, 
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What  if  in  wild  amazement,  and  affright, 

Or  while  we  fpeak  within  the  direful  grafp 
Of  Savage  hunger,  or  of  Savage  heat  ? 

Eld.  Bro.  Peace  Brother,  be  not  over-exquifite 
To  call  the  fafhion  of  uncertain  evils  ;  359 

For  grant  they  be  fo,  while  they  reft  unknown, 
What  need  a  man  foreftall  his  date  of  grief, 

And  run  to  meet  what  he  would  moft  avoid  ? 

Or  if  they  be  but  falfe  alarms  of  Fear, 

How  bitter  is  fuch  felf-delufton  ? 

I  do  not  think  my  lifter  fo  to  feek, 

Or  fo  unprincipl’d  in  vertues  book, 

And  the  fweet  peace  that  goodnes  boofoms  ever, 
As  that  the  lingle  want  of  light  and  noife 
(Not  being  in  danger,  as  I  truft  fhe  is  not)  369 
Could  ftir  the  conftant  mood  of  her  calm  thoughts, 
And  put  them  into  mif-becoming  plight. 

Vertue  could  fee  to  do  what  vertue  would 
By  her  own  radiant  light,  though  Sun  and  Moon 
Were  in  the  flat  Sea  funk.  And  Wildoms  felf 
Oft  feeks  to  fweet  retired  Solitude, 

Where  with  her  beft  nurfe  Contemplation 
She  plumes  her  feathers,  and  lets  grow  her  wings 
That  in  the  various  buflle  of  refort 
Were  all  to  ruffl’d,  and  fomtimes  impair’d. 

He  that  has  light  within  his  own  cleer  breft  380 
May  fit  i’th  center,  and  enjoy  bright  day, 

But  he  that  hides  a  dark  foul,  and  foul  thoughts 
Benighted  walks  under  the  mid-day  Sun  ; 
Himfelf  is  his  own  dungeon. 

2.  Bro.  Tis  moft  true 
That  mufing  meditation  moft  affeds 
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The  penfive  fecrecy  of  defert  cell, 

Far  from  the  cheerfull  haunt  of  men,  and  herds, 
And  fits  as  fafe  as  in  a  Senat  houfe, 

For  who  would  rob  a  Hermit  of  his  Weeds, 

His  few  Books,  or  his  Beads,  or  Maple  Difh,  390 
Or  do  his  gray  hairs  any  violence  ? 

But  beauty  like  the  fair  Hefperian  Tree 
Laden  with  blooming  gold,  had  need  the  guard 
Of  dragon  watch  with  uninchanted  eye, 

To  fave  her  blolToms,  and  defend  her  fruit 
From  the  rafh  hand  of  bold  Incontinence. 

You  may  as  well  fpread  out  the  unfun’d  heaps 
Of  Mifers  treafure  by  an  out-laws  den, 

And  tell  me  it  is  fafe,  as  bid  me  hope 
Danger  will  wink  on  Opportunity,  400 

And  let  a  fingle  helplefs  maiden  pafs 
UninjuFd  in  this  wilde  furrounding  waft. 

Of  night,  or  lonelinefs  it  recks  me  not, 

I  fear  the  dred  events  that  dog  them  both, 

Left  fom  ill  greeting  touch  attempt  the  perfon 
Of  our  unowned  fifter. 

Eld.  Bro.  I  do  not,  Brother, 

Inferr,  as  if  I  thought  my  fitters  ftate 
Secure  without  all  doubt,  or  controverfie  : 

Yet  where  an  equal  poife  of  hope  and  fear 
Does  arbitrate  th’event,  my  nature  is  410 

That  I  encline  to  hope,  rather  then  fear, 

And  gladly  banifh  fquint  fufpicion. 

My  fifter  is  not  fo  defencelefs  left 

As  you  imagine,  fhe  has  a  hidden  ftrength 

Which  you  remember  not. 

2.  Bro.  What  hidden  ftrength, 
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Unlefs  the  ftrength  of  Heav’n,  if  you  mean  that  ? 

Eld.Bro.  Imeanthat  too, but  yeta  hidden  ftrength 
Which  if  Heav’n  gave  it,  may  be  term’d  her  own  : 
’Tis  chaftity,  my  brother,  chaftity  : 

She  that  has  that,  is  clad  in  compleat  fteel,  420 
And  like  a  quiver’d  Nymph  with  Arrows  keen 
May  trace  huge  Forrefts,  and  unharbour’d  Heaths, 
Infamous  Hills,  and  fandy  perilous  wildes. 

Where  through  the  facred  rayes  of  Chaftity, 

No  favage  fierce,  Bandite,  or  Mountaneer 
Will  dare  to  foyl  her  Virgin  purity, 

Yea  there,  where  very  defolation  dwels 
By  grots,  and  caverns  fhag’d  with  horrid  fhades, 
She  may  pafs  on  with  unblench’t  majefty, 

Be  it  not  don  in  pride,  or  in  prefumption.  430 
Som  fay  no  evil  thing  that  walks  by  night 
In  fog,  or  fire,  by  lake,  or  moorifti  fen, 

Blew  meager  Hag,  or  ftubborn  unlaid  ghoft. 
That  breaks  his  magick  chains  at  curfeu  time, 

No  Goblin,  or  fwart  Faery  of  the  mine, 

Hath  hurtfull  power  o’re  true  Virginity. 

Do  ye  believe  me  yet,  or  ftiall  I  call 
Antiquity  from  the  old  Schools  of  Greece 
To  teftifie  the  arms  of  Chaftity? 

Hence  had  the  huntrefs  Dian  her  dred  bow  440 
Fair  filver-fhafted  Queen  for  ever  chafte. 
Wherewith  {he  tam’d  the  brinded  lionefs 
And  fpotted  mountain  pard,  but  fet  at  nought 
The  frivolous  bolt  of  Cupid ,  gods  and  men 
Fear’d  her  ftern  frown,  and  the  was  queen  oth’ 
Woods. 

What  was  that  fhaky-headed  Gorgon  fhield 
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That  wife  Minerva  wore,  unconquer’d  Virgin, 
Wherwith  fhe  freez’d  her  foes  to  congeal’d  ftone  ? 
But  rigid  looks  of  Chaft  aufterity. 

And  noble  grace  that  dafh’t  brute  violence  450 
With  fudden  adoration,  and  blank  aw. 

So  dear  to  Heav’n  is  Saintly  chaftity, 

That  when  a  foul  is  found  fincerely  fo, 

A  thoufand  liveried  Angels  lacky  her, 

Driving  far  off  each  thing  of  fin  and  guilt, 

And  in  cleer  dream,  and  folemn  vifion 
Tell  her  of  things  that  no  grofs  ear  can  hear. 

Till  oftconvers  with  heav’nly  habitants 
Begin  to  caff  a  beam  on  th’outward  fhape, 

The  unpolluted  temple  of  the  mind,  460 

And  turns  it  by  degrees  to  the  fouls  effence, 

Till  all  be  made  immortal :  but  when  luff 
By  unchafte  looks,  loofe  geftures,  and  foul  talk, 
But  moft  by  leud  and  lavifh  ad:  of  fin, 

Lets  in  defilement  to  the  inward  parts 
The  foul  grows  clotted  by  contagion, 

Imbodies,  and  imbrutes,  till  fhe  quite  loofe 
The  divine  property  of  her  firft  being. 

Such  are  thofe  thick  and  gloomy  fhadows  damp 
Oft  feen  in  Charnel  vaults,  and  Sepulchers  470 
Lingering,  and  fitting  by  a  new  made  grave, 

As  loath  to  leave  the  Body  that  it  lov’d, 

And  link’t  it  felf  by  carnal  fenfuality 
To  a  degenerate  and  degraded  flate. 

2.  Bro.  How  charming  is  divine  Philofophy  ! 
Not  harfh  and  crabbed  as  dull  fools  fuppofe, 

But  mufical  as  is  Apollo  s  lute, 

And  a  perpetual  feaft  of  nedar’d  fweets, 
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Where  no  crude  furfet  raigns.  Eld.  Bro.  Lift, 
lift,  I  hear 

Som  far  of  hallow  break  the  fileht  Air.  480 

2.  Bro.  Me  thought  fo  too  ;  what  ftiould  it  be  ? 
E/d.  Bro.  For  certain 

Either  fom  one  like  us  night-founder’d  here, 

Or  els  fom  neighbour  Wood-man,  or  at  worft, 
Som  roaving  Robber  calling  to  his  fellows. 

2.  Bro.  Heav’n  keep  my  After,  agen,  agen,  and 
Beft  draw,  and  ftand  upon  our  guard.  [neer, 

Eld.  Bro.  He  hallow, 

If  he  be  friendly  he  comes  well,  if  not, 

Defence  is  a  good  caufe,  and  Heav’n  be  for  us. 

The  attendant  Spirit  habited  like  a  Shepherd. 

That  hallow  I  fhould  know,  what  are  you  ?  fpeak  ; 
Com  not  too  neer,  you  fall  on  iron  ftakes  elfe.  490 
Sp  ir.  What  voice  is  that,  my  young  Lord? 
fpeak  agen. 

2.  Bro.  O  brother,  ’tis  my  father  Shepherd  fure. 
Eld.  Bro.  Thyrjis ?  Whofe  artful  ftrains  have  oft 
The  hudling  brook  to  hear  his  madrigal,  [delaid 
And  fweetn’d  every  mulkrofe  of  the  dale, 

How  earn’d  thou  here  good  Swain?  hath  any  Ram 
Slipt  from  the  fold,  or  young  Kid  loft  his  dam, 
Or  draggling  Weather  the  pen’t  flock  forfook  ? 
How  couldft  thou  find  this  dark  fequefter’d  nook? 

Spir.  O  my  lov’d  Matters  heir,  and  his  next  joy, 
I  came  not  here  on  fuch  a  trivial  toy  501 

As  a  ftray’d  Ewe,  or  to  purfue  the  ftealth 
Of  pilfering  Woolf,  not  all  the  fleecy  wealth 
That  doth  enrich  thefe  Downs,  is  worth  a  thought 
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To  this  my  errand,  and  the  care  it  brought. 

But  O  my  Virgin  Lady,  where  is  fhe? 

How  chance  fhe  is  not  in  your  company  ? 

Eld.  Bro.  To  tell  thee  fadly  Shepherd,  without 
Or  our  neglect,  we  loft  her  as  we  came,  [blame, 
Spir .  Ay  me  unhappy  then  my  fears  are  true. 
Eld.  Bro.  What  fears  good  Ehyrjis  ?  Prethee 
briefly  fhew.  511 

Spir .  lie  tell  ye,  ’tis  not  vain  or  fabulous, 
(Though  fo  efteem’d  by  f ha  How  ignorance) 

What  the  fage  Poets  taught  by  th’  heav’nly  Mufe, 
Storied  of  old  in  high  immortal  vers 
Of  dire  Chimera  s  and  inchanted  lies, 

And  rifted  Rocks  whofe  entrance  leads  to  Kell, 
For  fuch  there  be,  but  unbelief  is  blind. 

Within  the  navil  of  this  hideous  Wood, 
Immur’d  in  cyprefs  fhades  a  Sorcerer  dwels  520 
Of  Bacchus ,  and  of  Circe  born,  great  Comus , 

Deep  fkill’d  in  all  his  mothers  witcheries, 

And  here  to  every  thirfty  wanderer, 

By  fly  enticement  gives  his  baneful  cup, 

With  many  murmurs  mixt,  whofe  pie  a  ling  poifon 
The  vifage  quite  transforms  of  him  that  drinks, 
And  the  inglorious  likenes  of  a  beaft 
Fixes  inftead,  unmoulding  reafons  mintage 
Character’d  in  the  face ;  this  have  I  learn’t 
Tending  my  flocks  hard  by  i’th  hilly  crofts,  530 
That  brow  this  bottom  glade,  whence  night  by  night 
He  and  his  monftrous  rout  are  heard  to  howl 
Like  ftabl’d  wolves,  or  tigers  at  their  prey, 

Doing  abhorred  rites  to  Hecate 

In  their  obfcured  haunts  of  inmoft  bowres. 
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Yet  have  they  many  baits,  and  guileful  fpells 
To  inveigle  and  invite  th’ unwary  fenfe 
Of  them  that  pafs  unweeting  by  the  way. 

This  evening  late  by  then  the  chewing  hocks 
Had  ta’n  their  fupper  on  the  favoury  Herb  540 
Of  Knot-grafs  dew-befprent,  and  were  in  fold, 

I  fate  me  down  to  watch  upon  a  bank 
With  Ivy  canopied,  and  interwove 
With  flaunting  Hony-fuckle,  and  began 
Wrapt  in  a  pleafing  fit  of  melancholy 
To  meditate  upon  my  rural  minftrelfie. 

Till  fancy  had  her  fill,  but  ere  a  clofe 
The  wonted  roar  was  up  am  id  ft  the  Woods, 

And  fill’d  the  Air  with  barbarous  diffonance 
At  which  I  ceas’t,  and  liften’d  them  a  while,  550 
Till  an  unufual  ftop  of  fudden  filence 
Gave  refpit  to  the  drowfie  frighted  fteeds 
That  draw  the  litter  of  clofe  curtain’d  fleep ; 

At  laft  a  foft  and  folemn  breathing  found 
Rofe  like  a  ftream  of  rich  diftilTd  perfumes, 

And  ftole  upon  the  Air,  that  even  Silence 
Was  took  e’re  fhe  was  ware,  and  wifht  (he  might 
Deny  her  nature,  and  be  never  more 
Still  to  be  fo  difplac’t.  I  was  all  ear. 

And  took  in  ftrains  that  might  create  a  foul  560 
Under  the  ribs  of  Death,  but  O  ere  long 
Too  well  I  did  perceive  it  was  the  voice 
Of  my  mo  ft  honour’d  Lady,  your  dear  After. 
Amaz’d  I  flood,  harrow’d  with  grief  and  fear, 
And  O  poor  haplefs  Nightingale  thought  I, 

How  fweet  thou  fing’ft,  how  near  the  deadly  fnare ! 
Then  down  the  Lawns  I  ran  with  headlong  haft 
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Through  paths,  and  turnings  oft’n  trod  byday, 
Till  guided  by  mine  ear  I  found  the  place 
Where  that  damn’d  wifard  hid  in  fly  difguife  570 
(For  fo  by  certain  fignes  I  knew)  had  met 
Already,  ere  my  beft  fpeed  could  prevent, 

The  aidlefs  innocent  Lady  his  wifh’t  prey, 

Who  gently  afk’t  if  he  had  feen  fuch  two, 
Suppofing  him  fom  neighbour  villager  ; 

Longer  I  durft  not  ftay,  but  foon  I  guefs’t 
Ye  were  the  two  fhe  mean’t,  with  that  I  fprung 
Into  fwift  flight,  till  I  had  found  you  here, 

But  further  know  I  not.  2.  Bro.  O  night  and  fhades, 
How  are  ye  joyn’d  with  Hell  in  tripple  knot  5 So 
Againft  th’unarm’d  weaknefs  of  one  Virgin 
Alone,  and  helplefs  !  is  this  the  confidence 
You  gave  me  Brother?  Eld.  Bro.  Yes,  and  keep 
Lean  on  it  fafely,  not  a  period  [it  ftill, 

Shall  be  unfaid  for  me  :  againft  the  threats 
Of  malice  or  of  forcery,  or  that  power 
Which  erring  men  call  Chance,  this  I  hold  firm, 
Vertue  may  be  affail’d,  but  never  hurt, 

Surpriz’d  by  unjuft  force,  but  not  enthrall’d, 

Yea  even  that  which  mifchief  meant  moft  harm. 
Shall  in  the  happy  trial  prove  moft  glory.  591 
But  evil  on  it  felf  {hall  back  recoyl, 

And  mix  no  more  with  goodnefs,  when  at  laft 
Gather’d  like  fcum,  and  fetl’d  to  it  felf 
It  fhall  be  in  eternal  reftlefs  change 
Self-fed,  and  felf-confum’d,  if  this  fail, 

The  pillar’d  firmament  is  rott’nnefs, 

And  earths  bafe  built  on  ftubble.  But  com  let’s  on. 
Againft  th’oppofing  will  and  arm  of  Heav’n 
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May  never  this  juft  fword  be  lifted  up,  600 

But  for  that  damn’d  Magician,  let  him  be  girt 
With  all  the  griefly  legions  that  troop 
Under  the  footy  flag  of  Acheron , 

Harpyes  and  Hydra  s,  or  all  the  monftrous  forms 
’Twixt  Africa  and  Inde,  He  find  him  out, 

And  force  him  to  reftore  his  purchafe  back, 

Or  drag  him  by  the  curls,  to  a  foul  death. 

Curs’d  as  his  life. 

Spir .  Alas  good  ventrous  youth, 

I  love  thy  courage  yet,  and  bold  Emprife, 

But  here  thy  fword  can  do  thee  little  ftead,  610 
Far  other  arms,  and  other  weapons  muft 
Be  thofe  that  quell  the  might  of  hellifh  charms, 
He  with  his  bare  wand  can  unthred  thy  joynts, 
And  crumble  all  thy  fmews. 

Eld.  Bro.  Why  prethee  Shepherd 
How  durft  thou  then  thy  felf  approach  fo  neer 
As  to  make  this  Relation  ? 

Sp  ir.  Care  and  utmoft  fhifts 
How  to  fecure  the  Lady  from  furprifal, 

Brought  to  my  mind  a  certain  Shepherd  Lad 
Of  fmall  regard  to  fee  to,  yet  well  {kill’d 
In  every  vertuous  plant  and  healing  herb  620 
That  fpreds  her  verdant  leaf  to  th’morning  ray, 
He  lov’d  me  well,  and  oft  would  beg  me  fing, 
Which  when  I  did,  he  on  the  tender  grafs 
Would  fit,  and  hearken  even  to  extafie, 

And  in  requital  ope  his  leathern  fcrip, 

And  fhew  me  fimples  of  a  thoufand  names 
Telling  their  ftrange  and  vigorous  faculties  ; 
Amongft  the  reft  a  fmall  unfightly  root. 
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But  of  divine  effedt,  he  cull’d  me  out ; 

The  leaf  was  darkifh,  and  had  prickles  on  it,  630 
But  in  another  Countrey,  as  he  faid, 

Bore  a  bright  golden  flowre,  but  not  in  this  foyl : 
Unknown,  and  like  efteenrfd,  and  the  dull  fwain 
Treads  on  it  daily  with  his  clouted  (boon. 

And  yet  more  med’cinal  is  it  then  that  Moly 
That  Hermes  once  to  wife  UlyJJ'es  gave ; 

He  call’d  it  Heemony ,  and  gave  it  me, 

And  bad  me  keep  it  as  of  fov’ran  ufe 
’Gainft  all  inchantments,  mildew  blaft,  or  damp 
Or  gaftly  furies  apparition  ;  640 

I  purs’t  it  up,  but  little  reck’ning  made, 

Till  now  that  this  extremity  compell’d, 

But  now  I  find  it  true ;  for  by  this  means 
I  knew  the  foul  inchanter  though  difguis’d, 
Enter’d  the  very  lime-twigs  of  his  fpells, 

And  yet  came  off :  if  you  have  this  about  you 
(As  I  will  give  you  when  we  go)  you  may 
Boldly  affault  the  necromancers  hall ; 

Where  if  he  be,  with  dauntlefs  hardihood,  649 
And  brandifh’t  blade  rufh  on  him,  break  his  glafs, 
And  fhed  the  lufhious  liquor  on  the  ground, 

But  feafe  his  wand,  though  he  and  his  curft  crew 
Fierce  figne  of  battail  make,  and  menace  high, 

Or  like  the  Sons  of  Vulcan  vomit  fmoak, 

Yet  will  they  foon  retire,  if  he  but  (brink. 

Eld.  Bro.  Bhyrjis  lead  on  apace,  lie  follow  thee, 
And  fom  good  angel  bear  a  (hield  before  us. 
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The  Scene  changes  to  a  Jlately  Palace,  fet  out  with 
all  manner  of  delicioufnefs :  foft  Mujick ,  T able s 
fpred  with  all  dainties .  Comus  appears  with  his 
rabble ,  zzW  Lady  fet  in  an  inchanted  Chair ,  to 

whom  he  offers  his  Glafs ,  which  fie  puts  by ,  zzW 
about  to  rife. 

Comus .  Nay  Lady  fit ;  if  I  but  wave  this  wand, 
Your  nerves  are  all  chain’d  up  in  Alablafter, 

And  you  a  ftatue,  or  as  Daphne  was  660 

Root-bound,  that  fled  Apollo. 

La.  Fool  do  not  boaft, 

Thou  canft  not  touch  the  freedom  of  my  minde 
With  all  thy  charms,  although  this  corporal  rinde 
Thou  hafte  immanacFd,  while  Heav’n  fees  good. 

Co.  Why  are  you  vextLady?  why  do  you  frown? 
Here  dwell  no  frowns,  nor  anger,  from  thefe  gates 
Sorrow  flies  far :  See  here  be  all  the  pleafures 
That  fancy  can  beget  on  youthful!  thoughts, 
When  the  frefh  blood  grows  lively,  and  returns 
Brilk  as  the  April  buds  in  Primrofe-feafon.  670 
And  firfl:  behold  this  cordial  Julep  here 
That  flames,  and  dances  in  his  cryftal  bounds 
With  fpirits  of  balm,  and  fragrant  Syrops  mixt. 
Not  that  Nepenthes  which  the  wife  of  Phone , 

In  Egypt  gave  to  Jove- born  Helena 
Is  of  fuch  power  to  ftir  up  joy  as  this, 

To  life  fo  friendly,  or  fo  cool  to  thirft. 

Why  fhould  you  be  fo  cruel  to  your  felf, 

And  to  thofe  dainty  limms  which  nature  lent 
For  gentle  ufage,  and  foft  delicacy  ?  680 

But  you  invert  the  cov’nants  of  her  truft, 
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And  harfhly  deal  like  an  ill  borrower 
With  that  which  you  receiv’d  on  other  terms. 
Scorning  the  unexempt  condition 
By  which  all  mortal  frailty  mu  ft  fubiift, 
Refrefhment  after  toil,  eafe  after  pain, 

That  have  been  tir’d  all  day  without  repaft, 

And  timely  reft  have  wanted,  but  fair  Virgin 
This  will  reftore  all  foon. 

La.  ’Twill  not  falfe  traitor, 

’Twill  not  reftore  the  truth  and  honefty  69a 

That  thou  haft  banifh’t  from  thy  tongue  with  lies; 
Was  this  the  cottage,  and  the  fafe  abode 
Thou  told7 ft  me  of?  What  grim  afpedts  are  thefe, 
Thefe  oughly-headed  Monfters  ?  Mercy  guard  me ! 
Hence  with  thy  brew’d  inchantments,  foul  deceiver,. 
Haft  thou  betrai’d  my  credulous  innocence 
With  vifor’d  falfhood,  and  bafe  forgery, 

And  would’ft  thou  feek  again  to  trap  me  here 
With  lickerifti  baits  fit  to  enfnare  a  brute  ? 

Were  it  a  draft  for  Juno  when  fhe  banquets,  700 
I  would  not  tafte  thy  treafonous  offer ;  none 
But  fuch  as  are  good  men  can  give  good  things, 
And  that  which  is  not  good,  is  not  delicious 
To  a  well-govern’d  and  wife  appetite. 

Co.  O  foolifhnes  of  men  !  that  lend  their  ears 
To  thofe  budge  Dodtors  of  the  Stoick  Furr, 

And  fetch  their  precepts  from  the  Cynick  Tub, 
Praifing  the  lean  and  fallow  Abftinence. 
Wherefore  did  Nature  powre  her  bounties  forth. 
With  fuch  a  full  and  unwithdrawing  hand,  710 
Covering  the  earth  with  odours,  fruits,  and  flocks, 
Thronging  the  Seas  with  fpawn  innumerable, 
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But  all  to  pleafe,  and  fate  the  curious  tafte  ? 

And  fet  to  work  millions  of  fpinning  Worms, 
That  in  their  green  fhops  weave  the  fmooth-hair’d 
To  deck  her  Sons,  and  that  no  corner  might  [filk 
Be  vacant  of  her  plenty,  in  her  own  loyns 
She  hutch’t  th’all-worfhipt  ore,  and  precious  gems 
To  ftore  her  children  with;  if  all  the  world 
Should  in  a  pet  of  temperance  feed  on  Pulfe,  720 
Drink  the  clear  ftream,  and  nothing  wear  but  F reize, 
Th’all-giver  would  be  unthank’t, would  be  unprais’d, 
Not  half  his  riches  known,  and  yet  defpis’d. 

And  we  fhould  ferve  him  as  a  grudging  rnafter, 
As  a  penurious  niggard  of  his  wealth, 

And  live  like  Natures  baftards,  not  her  fons, 

Who  would  be  quite  furcharg’d  with  her  own 
And  ftrangl’d  with  her  wafte  fertility;  [weight, 
Th’earth  cumber’d,  and  the  wing’d  air  dark’t  with 
plumes, 

The  herds  would  over-multitude  their  Lords,  730 
The  Sea  o’refraught  would  fwel,  and  th’unfought 
diamonds 

Would  fo  emblaze  the  forhead  of  the  Deep, 

And  fo  beftudd  with  Stars,  that  they  below 
Would  grow  inur’d  to  light,  and  com  at  laft 
To  gaze  upon  the  Sun  with  fhameles  brows. 

Lift  Lady  be  not  coy,  and  be  not  cofen’d 
With  that  fame  vaunted  name  Virginity, 

Beauty  is  natures  coyn,  muft  not  be  hoorded, 

But  muft  be  currant,  and  the  good  thereof 
Confifts  in  mutual  and  partak’n  blifs,  74° 

Unfavoury  in  th’injoyment  of  it  felf 
If  you  let  flip  time,  like  a  negledted  rofe 
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It  withers  on  the  ftalk  with  languifh’t  head. 
Beauty  is  natures  brag,  and  mull  be  fhown 
In  courts,  at  feafts,  and  high  folemnities 
Where  moll  may  wonder  at  the  workman  111  ip ; 

It  is  for  homely  features  to  keep  home, 

They  had  their  name  thence  ;  coarfe  complexions 
And  cheeks  of  forry  grain  will  ferve  to  ply 
The  fampler,  and  to  teize  the  hufwifes  wooll.  750 
What  need  a  v e r m eil-t i n £t u r ’ d  lip  for  that 
Love-darting  eyes,  or  trelfes  like  the  Morn  ? 

There  was  another  meaning  in  thefe  gifts, 

Think  what,  and  be  adviz’d,  you  are  but  young  yet. 

La.  I  had  not  thought  to  have  unlockt  my  lips 
In  this  unhallow’d  air,  but  that  this  Jugler 
Would  think  to  charm  myjudgement,  as  mine  eyes, 
Obtruding  falfe  rules  pranckt  in  reafons  garb. 

I  hate  when  vice  can  bolt  her  arguments. 

And  vertue  has  no  tongue  to  check  her  pride:  760 
Impoftor  do  not  charge  moll  innocent  nature, 

As  if  Ihe  would  her  children  Ihould  be  riotous 
With  her  abundance  ;  Ihe  good  cateres 
Means  her  provilion  only  to  the  good 
That  live  according  to  her  fober  laws, 

And  holy  didlate  of  fpare  Temperance  : 

If  every  juft  man  that  now  pines  with  want 
Had  but  a  moderate  and  befeeming  lhare 
Of  that  which  lewdly-pamper’d  Luxury 
Now  heaps  upon  fom  few  with  vaft  excefs,  770 
Natures  full  bleflings  would  be  well  difpenc’t 
In  unfuperfiuous  eeven  proportion, 

And  fhe  no  whit  encomber’d  with  her  ftore, 

And  then  the  giver  would  be  better  thank’t, 
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His  praife  due  paid,  for  fwinifh  gluttony 
Ne’re  looks  to  Heav’n  amidft  his  gorgeous  feaft, 
But  with  befotted  bafe  ingratitude 
Cramms,  and  blafphemes  his  feeder.  Shall  I  go  on  ? 
Or  have  I  faid  anow  ?  To  him  that  dares  779 
Arm  his  profane  tongue  with  contemptuous  words 
Againft  the  Sun-clad  power  of  Chaftity  ; 

Fain  would  I  fomthing  fay,  yet  to  what  end? 
Thou  haft  nor  Ear,  nor  Soul  to  apprehend 
The  fublime  notion,  and  high  myftery 
That  mu  ft  be  utter’d  to  unfold  the  fage 
And  ferious  dodxine  of  Virginity, 

And  thou  art  worthy  that  thou  fhouldft  not  know 
More  happinefs  then  this  thy  prefent  lot. 

Enjoy  your  dear  Wit,  and  gay  Rhetorick  789 
That  hath  fo  well  been  taught  her  dazling  fence, 
Thou  art  not  fit  to  hear  thy  felf  convinc’t; 

Yet  fhould  I  try,  the  uncontrouled  worth 
Of  this  pure  caufe  would  kindle  my  rap’t  fpirits 
To  fuch  a  flame  of  facred  vehemence, 

That  dumb  things  would  be  mov’d  to  fympathize, 
And  the  brute  Earth  would  lend  her  nerves,  and 
(hake, 

Till  all  thy  magick  ftrudtures  rear’d  fo  high, 

Were  fhatter’d  into  heaps  o’re  thy  falfe  head. 

Co.  She  fables  not,  I  feel  that  I  do  fear 
Her  words  fet  off  by  fom  fuperior  power  ;  800 

And  though  not  mortal,  yet  a  cold  fhuddring  dew 
Dips  me  all  o’re,  as  when  the  wrath  of  Jove 
Speaks  thunder,  and  the  chains  of  Erebus 
To  fome  of  Saturns  crew.  I  muft  diflemble, 

And  try  her  yet  more  ftrongly.  Com,  no  more, 
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This  is  meer  moral  babble,  and  direct 
Againft  the  canon  laws  of  our  foundation  ; 

I  mu  if  not  fuffer  this,  yet  ’tis  but  the  lees 
And  fetlings  of  a  melancholy  blood  ; 

But  this  will  cure  all  ftreight,  one  lip  of  this  810 
Will  bathe  the  drooping  fpirits  in  delight 
Beyond  the  blifs  of  dreams.  Be  wife,  and  tafte. 

The  Brothers  rujh  in  with  Swords  drawn ,  wreji  his 
Glafs  out  of  his  hand ,  and  break  it  againft  the 
ground ;  his  rout  make  fign  of  refiftance ,  but  are 
all  driven  in  ;  The  attendant  Spirit  comes  in. 

Spir.  What,  have  you  let  the  falfe  Enchanter 
fcape  ? 

O  ye  miftook,  ye  fhould  have  fnatcht  his  wand 
And  bound  him  fait  ;  without  his  rod  revers’t, 
And  backward  mutters  of  diflevering  power, 

We  cannot  free  the  Lady  that  fits  here 
In  ftony  fetters  fixt,  and  motionlefs ; 

Yet  ft  ay ;  be  not  difturb’d,  now  I  bethink  me, 
Som  other  means  I  have  which  may  be  us’d,  820 
Which  once  of  Melibceus  old  I  learnt 
The  footheft  Shepherd  that  ere  pip’t  on  plains. 

There  is  a  gentle  Nymph  not  far  from  hence, 
That  with  moift  curb  fways  the  fmooth  Severn 
Sabrina  is  her  name,  a  Virgin  pure,  [ftream. 
Whilom  fihe  was  the  daughter  of  Locrine, 

That  had  the  Scepter  from  his  Father  Brute. 

The  guiltlefs  damfel  flying  the  mad  purfuit 
Of  her  enraged  ftepdam  Guendolen , 

Commended  her  fair  innocence  to  the  flood  830 
That  ftay’d  her  flight  with  his  crofs-flowing  courfe. 
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‘The  water  Nymphs  that  in  the  bottom  plaid, 
Held  up  their  pearled  wrifts  and  took  her  in, 
Bearing  her  ftraight  to  aged  Nereus  Hall, 

Who  piteous  of  her  woes,  rear’d  her  lank  head, 
And  gave  her  to  his  daughters  to  imbathe 
In  nedtar’d  lavers  ftrew’d  with  Afphodil, 

And  through  the  porch  and  inlet  of  each  fenfe 
Dropt  in  Ambroiial  Oils  till  fhe  reviv'd, 

And  underwent  a  quick  immortal  change  840 
Made  Goddefs  of  the  River ;  ftill  fhe  retains 
Her  maid’n  gentlenes,  and  oft  at  Eeve 
Vifits  the  herds  along  the  twilight  meadows, 
Helping  all  urchin  blafts,  and  ill  luck  fignes 
That  the  ilirewd  medling  Elfe  delights  to  make. 
Which  fhe  with  pretious  viold  liquors  heals. 

For  which  the  Shepherds  at  their  feftivals 
Carrol  her  goodnes  lowd  in  ruftick  layes, 

And  throw  fweet  garland  wreaths  into  her  ft  ream 
Of  pancies,  pinks,  and  gaudy  Daffadils.  850 

And,  as  the  old  Swain  faid,  fhe  can  unlock 
The  clafping  charm,  and  thaw  the  numming  fpell, 
If  fhe  be  right  invok’t  in  warbled  Song, 

For  maid’nhood  fhe  loves,  and  will  be  fwift 
To  aid  a  Virgin  fuch  as  was  her  felf 
In  hard  befetting  need,  this  will  I  try 
And  adde  the  power  of  fom  adjuring  verfe. 

SONG . 

Sabrina  fair 

Liften  where  thou  art  fitting 
Under  the  glafie ,  cool ,  tranfucent  wave ,  860 

In  twifled  braids  of  Killies  knitting 
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The  loofe  train  of  thy  amber- dropping  hair 
Lijlen  for  dear  honours  fake , 

Goddefs  of  the  fiver  lake , 

Lifen  and  five . 

Liften  and  appear  to  us 
In  name  of  great  Oceanus , 

By  the  earth-fhaking  Neptune's  mace, 

And  Tethy  s  grave  majedick  pace, 

By  hoary  Nereus  wrincled  look,  870 

And  the  Carpathian  wifards  hook, 

By  fcaly  Tritons  winding  (hell. 

And  old  footh-faying  Glaucus  fpell, 

By  Leucothea  s  lovely  hands, 

And  her  fon  that  rules  the  ftrands, 

By  Thetis  tinfel-flipper’d  feet. 

And  the  Songs  of  Sirens  fweet, 

By  dead  P  art  he  nope' s  dear  tomb. 

And  fair  Ligea  s  golden  comb. 

Wherewith  (he  (its  on  diamond  rocks  880 

Sleeking  her  foft  alluring  locks. 

By  all  the  Nymphs  that  nightly  dance 
Upon  thy  dreams  with  wily  glance, 

Rife,  rife,  and  heave  thy  rode  head 
From  thy  coral-pav’n  bed, 

And  bridle  in  thy  headlong  wave, 

Till  thou  our  fummons  anfwerd  have. 

Liden  and  fave. 

Sabrina  rifes ,  attended  by  water-Nymphs ,  and fngs. 

By  the  rujhy  fringed  bank ,  889 

Where  grows  the  Willow  and  the  Ofer  dank , 
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My  Jliding  Chariot  fayes , 

Thickfet  with  Agat,  and  the  azurn  Jheen 
Of  Turkis  blew,  and  Vmrauld  green 
That  in  the  channel frayes, 

Whilft  from  off  the  waters  feet 
Thus  I fet  my  printlefs  feet 
O’ re  the  Cowfips  Velvet  head. 

That  bends  not  as  I  tread. 

Gentle  fwain  at  thy  requef 

I  am  here .  900 

Sp  ir .  Goddefs  dear 
We  implore  thy  powerful  hand 
To  undo  the  charmed  band 
Of  true  Virgin  here  diftreft, 

Through  the  force,  and  through  the  wile 
Of  unbleft  inchanter  vile. 

Sab.  Shepherd  ’tis  my  office  beft 
To  help  infnared  chaftity  ; 

Brighteft  Lady  look  on  me, 

Thus  I  fprinkle  on  thy  breft  91^ 

Drops  that  from  my  fountain  pure, 

I  have  kept  of  pretious  cure. 

Thrice  upon  thy  fingers  tip, 

Thrice  upon  thy  rubied  lip. 

Next  this  marble  venom’d  feat 
Smear’d  with  gum  ms  of  glutenous  heat 
I  touch  with  chafte  palms  moift  and  cold, 

Now  the  fpell  hath  loft  his  hold  ; 

And  I  mull  hafte  ere  morning  hour 

To  wait  in  Amphitrite’ s  bowr.  92C 
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Sabrina  defcends ,  and  the  Lady  rifes  out  of  her  feat. 

Spir.  Virgin,  daughter  of  Locrine 
Sprung  of  old  Anchifes  line, 

May  thy  brimmed  waves  for  this 
Their  full  tribute  never  mifs 
From  a  thoufand  petty  rills, 

That  tumbled  down  the  fnowy  hills : 

Summer  drouth,  or  finged  air 
Never  fcorch  thy  treffes  fair, 

Nor  wet  Octobers  torrent  flood 

Thy  molten  cryftal  fill  with  mudd,  930 

May  thy  billows  rowl  afhoar 

The  beryl,  and  the  golden  ore, 

May  thy  lofty  head  be  crown’d 
With  many  a  tower  and  terras  round. 

And  here  and  there  thy  banks  upon 
With  Groves  of  myrrhe,  and  cinnamon. 

Com  Lady  while  Heaven  lends  us  grace, 

Let  us  fly  this  curfed  place, 

Left  the  Sorcerer  us  entice 

With  fom  other  new  device.  940 

Not  a  wafte,  or  needlefs  found 
Till  we  com  to  holier  ground, 

I  lhall  be  your  faithfull  guide 
Through  this  gloomy  covert  wide, 

And  not  many  furlongs  thence 
Is  your  Fathers  refidence, 

There  this  night  are  met  in  ftate 

Many  a  friend  to  gratulate 

His  wifh’t  prefence,  and  befide 

All  the  Swains  that  there  abide,  950 
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With  Jiggs,  and  rural  dance  refort, 

We  fhall  catch  them  at  their  fport, 

And  our  fudden  coming  there 

Will  double  all  their  mirth  and  chere ; 

Com  let  us  hafte,  the  Stars  grow  high, 

But  night  fits  monarch  yet  in  the  mid  fky. 

The  Scene  changes ,  prefenting  Ludlow  Town  and  the 
Prefidents  Cajlle ,  then  com  in  Countrey-Dancers , 
after  them  the  attendant  Spirit ,  with  the  two  Bro¬ 
thers  and  the  Lady. 

SONG . 

Spir.  Back  Shepherds ,  back,  anough  your  play , 

Till  next  Sun-fhine  holiday , 
without  duck  or  nod 

Other  trippings  to  be  trod  960 

Of  lighter  toes ,  fuch  Court  guife 

As  Mercury  did  fir  ft  dev  if e 
With  the  mincing  Dryades 
On  the  Lawns ,  and  on  the  Leas. 

This  fecond  Song  prefents  them  to  their  Father 

and  Mother. 

Noble  Lord ,  and  Lady  bright , 

I  have  brought  ye  new  delight , 

Here  behold  fo  goodly  grown 
Three  fair  branches  of  your  own , 

Heavn  hath  timely  tri  d  their  youth, 

Their  faith,  their  patience,  and  their  truth,  970 
And  fent  them  here  through  hard  a  fays 
With  a  crown  of  deathlefs  Praife, 

I  H 
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Fo  triumph  in  victorious  dance 
Q’re fenfual  Folly ,  and  Intemperance . 

Fhe  dances  ended ,  the  Spirit  Epiloguizes . 

To  the  Ocean  now  1  fly, 

And  thofe  happy  climes  that  ly 
Where  day  never  fhuts  his  eye, 

Up  in  the  broad  fields  of  the  fky  : 

There  I  fuck  the  liquid  air 
All  amidft  the  Gardens  fair 
Of  Hefperus ,  and  his  daughters  three 
That  fing  about  the  golden  tree  : 

Along  the  crifped  fhades  and  bowres 
Revels  the  fpruce  and  jocond  Spring, 

The  Graces,  and  the  rofie-boofom’d  Howres, 
Thither  all  their  bounties  bring. 

There  eternal  Summer  dwels, 

And  Weft  winds,  with  mu  iky  wing 
About  the  cedar’n  alleys  fling 
Nard ,  and  Coffin's  balmy  fmels. 

Iris  there  with  humid  bow, 

Waters  the  odorous  banks  that  blow 
Flowers  of  more  mingled  hew 
Then  her  purfTd  fcarf  can  fhew, 

And  drenches  with  Elyjian  dew 
(Lift  mortals  if  your  ears  be  true) 

Beds  of  Hyacinth ,  and  Rofes 
Where  young  Adonis  oft  repofes, 

Waxing  well  of  his  deep  wound 
In  Humber  foft ;  and  on  the  ground 
Sadly  fits  th’  Affyrian  Queen  ; 

But  far  above  in  fpangled  fheen 
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Celeftial  Cupid  her  fam’d  Son  advanc’t 
Holds  his  dear  Pfyche  fweet  intranc’t 
After  her  wandring  labours  long, 

Till  free  confent  the  gods  among 
Make  her  his  eternal  Bride, 

And  from  her  fair  unfpotted  fide 
Two  blifsful  twins  are  to  be  born, 

Youth  and  joy;  fo  Jove  hath  fworn. 

But  now  my  talk  is  fmoothly  don, 

I  can  fly,  or  I  can  run 
Quickly  to  the  green  earths  end, 

Where  the  bow’d  welkin  flow  doth  bend. 
And  from  thence  can  foar  as  foon 
To  the  corners  of  the  Moon. 

Mortals  that  would  follow  me. 

Love  vertue,  Ihe  alone  is  free, 

She  can  teach  ye  how  to  clime 
Higher  then  the  Spheary  chime ; 

Or  if  Vertue  feeble  were, 

Heav’n  it  felf  would  Hoop  to  her. 
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Lycidas 


In  this  Monody  the  Author  bewails  a  learned  Friend , 
unfortunately  drow?i  d  in  his  pa f age  from  Chefter 
on  the  Irifh  Seas,  1637.  And  by  occafon  fore¬ 
tells  the  mine  of  our  corrupted  Clergie  then  in  their 
height. 

ET  once  more,  O  ye  Laurels,  and  once 
more 

Ye  Myrtles  brown,  with  Ivy  never  fear, 
I  com  to  pluck  your  Berries  harfh  and  crude, 

And  with  forc’d  fingers  rude, 

Shatter  your  leaves  before  the  mellowing  year. 
Bitter  conftraint,  and  fad  occafion  dear, 

Compells  me  to  difturb  your  feafon  due  : 

For  Lycidas  is  dead,  dead  ere  his  prime, 

Young  Lycidas ,  and  hath  not  left  his  peer: 

Who  would  not  ling  for  Lycidas  ?  he  knew  10 
Himfelf  to  fing,  and  build  the  lofty  rhyme. 

He  mu  ft  not  flote  upon  his  watry  bear 
Unwept,  and  welter  to  the  parching  wind, 
Without  the  meed  of  fom  melodious  tear. 

Begin  then,  Sifters  of  the  facred  well, 

That  from  beneath  the  feat  of  Jove  doth  fpring, 
Begin,  and  fomewhat  loudly  fweep  the  firing. 
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Hence  with  denial  vain,  and  coy  excufe, 

So  may  fome  gentle  Mufe 

With  lucky  words  favour  my  deftin’d  Urn,  20 
And  as  he  paffes  turn, 

And  bid  fair  peace  be  to  my  fable  fhrowd. 

For  we  were  nurft  upon  the  felf-fame  hill, 

Fed  the  fame  flock;  by  fountain,  (hade,  and  rill. 

Together  both,  ere  the  high  Lawns  appear’d 
Under  the  opening  eye-lids  of  the  morn, 

We  drove  a  field,  and  both  together  heard 
What  time  the  Gray-fly  winds  her  fultry  horn, 
Batt’ning  our  flocks  with  the  frefh  dews  of  night, 
Oft  till  the  Star  that  rofe,  at  Ev’ning,  bright,  30 
Toward  Heav’ns  defcent  had  dop’d  his  weltering 
wheel. 

Mean  while  the  Rural  ditties  were  not  mute, 
Temper’d  to  th’Oaten  Flute; 

Rough  Satyrs  danc’d,  and  Fauns  with  clov’n  heel, 
From  the  glad  found  would  not  be  abfent  long, 
And  old  Damcetas  lov’d  to  hear  our  fong. 

But  O  the  heavy  change,  now  thou  art  gon. 
Now  thou  art  gon,  and  never  muft  return  ! 

Thee  Shepherd,  thee  the  Woods,  and  defert  Caves, 
With  wilde  Thyme  and  the  gaddingVine  o’regrown, 
And  all  their  echoes  mourn,  41 

The  Willows,  and  the  Hazle  Copfes  green, 

Shall  now  no  more  be  feen, 

Fanning  their  joyous  Leaves  to  thy  foft  layes. 

As  killing  as  the  Canker  to  the  Rose, 

Or  Taint-worm  to  the  weanling  Herds  that  graze, 
Or  Fro  ft  to  Flowers,  that  their  gay  wardrop  wear, 
When  firft  the  White  Thorn  blows  ; 
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Such,  Lycidas,  thy  lofs  to  Shepherds  ear.  [deep 
Where  were  ye  Nymphs  when  the  remorfelefs 
Clos’d  o’re  the  head  of  your  lov’d  Lycidas?  51 
For  neither  were  ye  playing  on  the  fteep, 

Where  your  old  Bards,  the  famous  Druids ,  ly, 
Nor  on  the  fhaggy  top  of  Mona  high, 

Nor  yet  where  Deva  fpreads  her  wifard  ftream  : 
Ay  me,  I  fondly  dream  ! 

Had  ye  bin  there — for  what  could  that  have  don  ? 
What  could  the  Mufe  her  felf  that  Orpheus  bore, 
The  Mufe  her  felf  for  her  inchanting  fon 
Whom  Univerfal  nature  did  lament,  60 

When  by  the  rout  that  made  the  hideous  roar, 
His  goary  vifage  down  the  ftream  was  fent, 

Down  the  fwift  He  hr  us  to  the  Fefbian  fhore. 

Alafs  !  What  boots  it  with  unceffant  care 
To  end  the  homely  flighted  Shepherds  trade, 

And  ftridtly  meditate  the  thanklefs  Mufe, 

Were  it  not  better  don  as  others  ufe, 

To  fport  with  Amaryllis  in  the  fhade, 

Or  with  the  tangles  of  Near  as  hair  ? 

Fame  is  the  fpur  that  the  clear  fpirit  doth  raife  70 
(That  laft  infirmity  of  Noble  mind) 

To  fcorn  delights,  and  live  laborious  dayes  ; 

But  the  fair  Guerdon  when  we  hope  to  find, 

And  think  to  burft  out  into  fudden  blaze, 

Comes  the  blind  Fury  with  th’abhorred  fhears. 
And  flits  the  thin  fpun  life.  But  not  the  praife, 
Phoebus  repli’d,  and  touch’d  my  trembling  ears  ; 
Fame  is  no  plant  that  grows  on  mortal  foil, 

Nor  in  the  glittering  foil 

Set  off  to  th’world,  nor  in  broad  rumour  lies,  80 
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But  lives  and  fpreds  aloft  by  thofe  pure  eyes, 

And  perfet  witnes  of  all-judging  Jove ; 

As  he  pronounces  laftly  on  each  deed, 

Of  io  much  fame  in  Heav’n  exped;  thy  meed. 

O  Fountain  Arethufe ,  and  thou  honour’d  fioud, 
Smooth-Aiding  Mincius ,  crown’d  with  vocal  reeds, 
That  drain  I  heard  was  of  a  higher  mood  : 

But  now  my  Oat  proceeds, 

And  liftens  to  the  Herald  of  the  Sea 
That  came  in  Neptune' s  plea,  90 

He  alk’d  the  Waves,  and  aflc’d  the  Fellon  Winds, 
What  hard  mifhap  hath  doom’d  this  gentle  fvvain  ? 
And  queftion’d  every  guft  of  rugged  wings 
That  blows  from  off  each  beaked  Promontory  ; 
They  knew  not  of  his  dory, 

And  fage  Hippotades  their  anfwer  brings, 

That  not  a  blad  was  from  his  dungeon  dray’d, 
The  Air  was  calm,  and  on  the  level  brine, 

Sleek  Panope  with  all  her  fiders  play’d. 

It  was  that  fatal  and  perfidious  Bark  100 

Built  in  th’eclipfe,  and  rigg’d  with  curfes  dark, 
That  funk  fo  low  that  facred  head  of  thine. 

Next  Camus ,  reverend  Sire,  went  footing  flow, 
His  Mantle  hairy,  and  his  Bonnet  fedge, 
Inwrought  with  figures  dim,  and  on  the  edge 
Like  to  that  fanguine  flower  infcrib’d  with  woe. 
Ah  ;  Who  hath  reft  (quoth  he)  my  deared  pledge  ? 
Lad  came,  and  lad  did  go, 

The  Pilot  of  the  Galilean  lake, 

Two  maffy  Keyes  he  bore  of  metals  twain,  no 
(The  Golden  opes,  the  Iron  fhuts  amain) 

He  fhook  his  Miter’d  locks,  and  dern  befpake, 
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How  well  could  I  have  fpar’d  for  thee,  young  fwain, 
Anow  of  fuch  as  for  their  bellies  fake, 

Creep  and  intrude,  and  climb  into  the  fold  ? 

Of  other  care  they  little  reck’ning  make. 

Then  how  to  fcramble  at  the  (hearers  feaft, 

And  fhove  away  the  worthy  bidden  gueft  ; 

Blind  mouthes  !  that  fcarce  themfelves  know  how 
to  hold 

A  Sheep-hook,  or  have  learn’d  ought  els  the  lead 
That  to  the  faithfull  Herdmans  art  belongs  !  121 

What  recks  it  them  ?  What  need  they  ?  They  are 
fped  ; 

And  when  they  lift,  their  lean  and  flafhy  fongs 
Grate  on  their  fcrannel  Pipes  of  wretched  draw, 
The  hungry  Sheep  look  up,  and  are  not  fed, 

But  fwoln  with  wind,  and  the  rank  mi  ft  they  draw. 
Rot  inwardly,  and  foul  contagion  fpread  : 

Befides  what  the  grim  Woolf  with  privy  paw 
Daily  devours  apace,  and  nothing  fed, 

But  that  two-handed  engine  at  the  door,  130 

Stands  ready  to  fmite  once,  and  fmite  no  more. 

Return  Alpheus ,  the  dread  voice  is  paft, 

That  fhrunk  thy  ftreams ;  Return  Sicilian  Mufe, 
And  call  the  Vales,  and  bid  them  hither  caft 
Their  Bells,  and  Flourets  of  a  thoufand  hues. 

Ye  valleys  low  where  the  milde  whifpers  ufe, 

Of  (hades  and  wanton  winds,  and  gufhing  brooks. 
On  whofe  frefh  lap  the  fwart  Star  fparely  looks, 
Throw  hither  all  your  quaint  enameld  eyes,  139 
That  on  the  green  terf  fuck  the  honied  fhowres, 
And  purple  all  the  ground  with  vernal  flowres. 
Bring  the  rathe  Primrofe  that  forfaken  dies. 
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The  tufted  Crow-toe,  and  pale  Geflamine, 

The  white  Pink,  and  the  Panlie  freakt  with  jeat, 
The  glowing  Violet. 

The  Mulk-rofe,  and  the  well  attir’d  Woodbine, 
With  Cowllips  wan  that  hang  the  penlive  head, 
And  every  flower  that  fad  embroidery  wears  : 

Bid  Amarantus  all  his  beauty  Ihed, 

And  Daffadillies  fill  their  cups  with  tears,  150 
To  ftrew  the  Laureat  Herfe  where  Lycid  lies. 

For  fo  to  interpofe  a  little  eafe, 

Let  our  frail  thoughts  dally  with  falfe  furmife. 

Ay  me  !  Whilft  thee  the  Ihores,  and  founding  Seas 
Wafh  far  away,  where  ere  thy  bones  are  hurl’d, 
Whether  beyond  the  ftormy  Hebrides 
Where  thou  perhaps  under  the  whelming  tide 
Vifit’ft  the  bottom  of  the  monftrous  world  ; 

Or  whether  thou  to  our  moift  vows  deny’d, 
Sleep’ll;  by  the  fable  of  Be llerus  old,  160 

Where  the  great  vifion.  of  the  guarded  Mount 
Looks  toward  Namancos  and  Bayonet  s  hold ; 

Look  homeward  Angel  now,  and  melt  with  ruth. 
And,  O  ye  Dolphins ,  waft  the  haples  youth. 

Weep  no  more,  woful  Shepherds  weep  no  more. 
For  Lycidas  your  forrow  is  not  dead. 

Sunk  though  he  be  beneath  the  watry  floar, 

So  finks  the  day-ftar  in  the  Ocean  bed. 

And  yet  anon  repairs  his  drooping  head, 

And  tricks  his  beams,  and  with  new  fpangled  Ore, 
Flames  in  the  forehead  of  the  morning  fky  :  171 

So  Lycidas  funk  low,  but  mounted  high,  [waves 
Through  the  dear  might  of  him  that  walk’d  the 
Where  other  groves,  and  other  ftreams  along. 
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With  Neffiar  pure  his  oozy  Lock’s  he  laves, 

And  hears  the  unexpreffive  nuptial  Song, 

In  the  bleft  Kingdoms  meek  of  joy  and  love. 
There  entertain  him  all  the  Saints  above, 

In  folemn  troops,  and  fweet  Societies 

That  fing,  and  finging  in  their  glory  move,  180 

And  wipe  the  tears  for  ever  from  his  eyes. 

Now  Lycidas  the  Shepherds  weep  no  more; 
Henceforth  thou  art  the  Genius  of  the  fhore, 

In  thy  large  recompenfe,  and  (halt  be  good 
To  all  that  wander  in  that  perilous  flood,  [rills, 
Thus  fang  the  uncouth  Swain  to  th’Okes  and 
While  the  ftill  morn  went  out  with  Sandals  gray, 
He  touch’d  the  tender  Hops  of  various  Quills, 
With  eager  thought  warbling  his  Dorick  lay  : 
And  now  the  Sun  had  ftretch’d  out  all  the  hills, 

•  And  now  was  dropt  into  the  Weftern  Bay;  191 
At  laft  he  rofe,  and  twitch’d  his  Mantle  blew : 

To  morrow  to  freih  Woods,  and  Failures  new. 
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ENCE  vain  deluding  joyes, 

The  brood  of  folly  without  father  bred, 
How  little  you  hefted, 

Or  fill  the  fixed  mind  with  all  your  toyes  ; 
Dwell  in  fome  idle  brain, 

And  fancies  fond  with  gaudy  lhapes  poffefs, 

As  thick  and  numberlefs 

As  the  gay  motes  that  people  the  Sun  Beams, 
Or  likeft  hovering  dreams 

The  fickle  Penfioners  of  Morpheus  train.  io 
But  hail  thou  Goddefs,  fage  and  holy, 

Hail  divineft  Melancholy, 

Whofe  Saintly  vifage  is  too  bright 
To  hit  the  Senfe  of  human  fight  ; 

And  therefore  to  our  weaker  view, 

Ore  laid  with  black  ftaid  Wifdoms  hue. 

Black,  but  fuch  as  in  efteem, 

Prince  Memnons  lifter  might  befeem, 

Or  that  ftarr’d  Ethiope  Queen  that  ftrove 

To  fet  her  beauties  praife  above  20 

The  Sea  Nymphs,  and  their  powers  offended, 

Yet  thou  art  higher  far  defcended, 

Thee  bright-hair’d  Vejia  long  of  yore, 

To  folitary  Saturn  bore; 
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His  daughter  Ihe  (in  Saturns  raign, 

Such  mixture  was  not  held  a  ftain) 

Oft  in  glimmering  Bowres,  and  glades 
He  met  her,  and  in  fecret  fhades 
Of  woody  Ida  s  in  in  oil  grove, 

While  yet  there  was  no  fear  of  Jove. 
Compenlive  Nun,  devout  and  pure. 

Sober,  Itedfaft,  and  demure. 

All  in  a  robe  of  darkeft  grain. 

Flowing  with  majeftick  train, 

And  fable  Hole  of  Cipres  Lawn, 

Over  thy  decent  fhoulders  drawn. 

Com,  but  keep  thy  wonted  ftate, 

With  eev’n  ftep,  and  muling  gate, 

And  looks  commercing  with  the  Ikies, 

Thy  rapt  foul  fitting  in  thine  eyes  : 

There  held  in  holy  palfion  Hill, 

Forget  thy  felf  to  Marble,  till 
With  a  fad  Leaden  downward  call, 

Thou  fix  them  on  the  earth  as  fall. 

And  joyn  with  thee  calm  Peace,  and  Quiet, 
Spare  Fall,  that  oft  with  gods  doth  diet, 
And  hears  the  Mufes  in  a  ring. 

Ay  round  about  Joves  Altar  ling. 

And  adde  to  thele  retired  leafure, 

That  in  trim  Gardens  takes  his  pleafure ; 
But  firft,  and  chiefeft,  with  thee  bring, 

Him  that  yon  foars  on  golden  wing, 
Guiding  the  fiery-wheeled  throne, 

The  Cherub  Contemplation, 

And  the  mute  Silence  hill  along, 

’Lefs  Philomel  will  deign  a  Song, 
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In  her  fweeteft,  faddeft  plight. 

Smoothing  the  rugged  brow  of  night, 
While  Cynthia  checks  her  Dragon  yoke, 
Gently  o’re  th’accuftom’d  Oke  ; 

Sweet  Bird  that  ffiunn’ft  the  noife  of  folly. 
Mo  ft  mufical,  moft  Melancholy  ! 

Thee  Chauntrefs  oft  the  Woods  among, 

I  woo  to  hear  thy  Even-Song ; 

And  miffing  thee,  I  walk  unfeen 
On  the  dry  fmooth-ffiaven  Green, 

To  behold  the  wandring  Moon, 

Riding  neer  her  higheft  noon, 

Like  one  that  had  bin  led  aftray 
Through  the  Heav’ns  wide  pathles  way ; 
And  oft,  as  if  her  head  ffie  bow’d, 

Stooping  through  a  fleecy  cloud. 

Oft  on  a  Plat  of  riling  ground, 

I  hear  the  far-off  Curfeu  found. 

Over  fome  wide-water’d  ffioar, 

Swinging  flow  with  fullen  roar  ; 

Or  if  the  Ayr  will  not  permit, 

Som  ft  ill  removed  place  will  fit, 

Where  glowing  Embers  through  the  room 
Teach  light  to  counterfeit  a  gloom, 

Far  from  all  refort  of  mirth, 

Save  the  Cricket  on  the  hearth, 

Or  the  Belmans  drowfie  charm, 

To  blefs  the  dores  from  nightly  harm  : 

Or  let  my  Lamp  at  midnight  hour, 

Be  feen  in  fome  high  lonely  Towr, 

Where  I  may  oft  out-watch  the  Bear , 
With  thrice  great  Hermes ,  or  unfphear 
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The  fpirit  of  Plato  to  unfold 
What  Worlds,  or  what  vaft  Regions  hold 
The  immortal  mind  that  hath  forfook 
Her  manfion  in  this  flefhly  nook : 

And  of  thofe  Dcemons  that  are  found 
In  fire,  air,  flood,  or  under  ground, 

Whofe  power  hath  a  true  confent 
With  Planet,  or  with  Element. 

Som  time  let  Gorgeous  Tragedy 
In  Scepter’d  Pall  com  fweeping  by, 
Prefenting  Phebs ,  or  Pelops  line, 

Or  the  tale  of  Troy  divine. 

Or  what  (though  rare)  of  later  age, 
Ennobled  hath  the  Bufkind  ftage. 

But,  O  fad  Virgin,  that  thy  power 
Might  raife  Mufceus  from  his  bower, 

Or  bid  the  foul  of  Orpheus  fing 
Such  notes  as  warbled  to  the  firing, 

Drew  Iron  tears  down  Pluto' s  cheek, 

And  made  Hell  grant  what  Love  did  feek. 
Or  call  up  him  that  left  half  told 
The  ftory  of  Cambufcan  bold, 

Of  Camball ,  and  of  Algarjife , 

And  who  had  Canace  to  wife, 

That  own’d  the  vertuous  Ring  and  Glafs, 
And  of  the  wondrous  Hors  of  Brafs, 

On  which  the  Partar  King  did  ride  ; 

And  if  ought  els,  great  Bards  befide, 

In  fage  and  folemn  tunes  have  fung, 

Of  Turneys  and  of  Trophies  hung  ; 

Of  Forefts,  and  inchantments  drear, 
Where  more  is  meant  then  meets  the  ear, 
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Thus  night  oft  fee  me  in  thy  pale  career. 
Till  civil-fuited  Morn  appeer, 

Not  trickt  and  frounc’t  as  fhe  was  .wont. 
With  the  Attick  Boy  to  hunt, 

But  Cherchef’t  in  a  comely  Cloud, 

While  rocking  Winds  are  Piping  loud, 

Or  ufher’d  with  a  fhower  ftill. 

When  the  guft  hath  blown  his  fill. 
Ending  on  the  ruffling  Leaves, 

With  minute  drops  from  off  the  Eaves. 
And  when  the  Sun  begins  to  fling 
His  flaring  beams,  me  Goddefs  bring 
To  arched  walks  of  twilight  groves. 

And  fhadows  brown  that  Sylvan  loves 
Of  Pine,  or  monumental  Oake, 

Where  the  rude  Ax  with  heaved  ftroke, 
Was  never  heard  the  Nymphs  to  daunt, 
Or  fright  them  from  their  hallow’d  haunt. 
There  in  clofe  covert  by  fome  Brook, 
Where  no  prophaner  eye  may  look, 

Hide  me  from  Day’s  garifh  eie, 

While  the  Bee  with  Honied  thie, 

That  at  her  flowry  work  doth  fing, 

And  the  Waters  murmuring 
With  fuch  confort  as  they  keep, 

Entice  the  dewy-feather’d  Sleep ; 

And  let  fom  ftrange  myfterious  dream, 
Wave  at  his  Wings  in  Airy  ft  ream, 

Of  lively  portrature  difplay’d, 

Softly  on  my  eye-lids  laid. 

And  as  I  wake,  fweet  mu  lick  breath 
Above,  about,  or  underneath, 
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Sent  by  fom  fpirit  to  mortals  good, 

Or  th’unfeen  Genius  of  the  Wood. 

But  let  my  due  feet  never  fail, 

To  walk  the  ftudious  Cloyfters  pale. 

And  love  the  high  embowed  Roof, 

With  antick  Pillars  mafly  proof, 

And  ftoried  Windows  richly  dight, 

Calling  a  dimm  religious  light. 

There  let  the  pealing  Organ  blow, 

To  the  full  voic’d  Quire  below, 

In  Service  high,  and  Anthems  cleer. 

As  may  with  fweetnefs,  through  mine  ear 
Diflolve  me  into  extafies, 

And  bring  all  Heav’n  before  mine  eyes. 
And  may  at  laft  my  weary  age 
Find  out  the  peacefull  hermitage, 

The  Hairy  Gown  and  Mofly  Cell, 

Where  I  may  fit  and  rightly  fpell 
Of  every  Star  that  Heav’n  doth  fhew, 

And  every  Herb  that  fips  the  dew ; 

Till  old  experience  do  attain 
To  fomething  like  Prophetic  ftrain. 

Thefe  pleafures  Melancholy  give, 

And  I  with  thee  will  choofe  to  live. 


ENCE  loathed  Melancholy 

Of  Cerberus ,  and  blacked:  midnight 
In  Stygian  Cave  forlorn.  [born, 

’Mongft  horrid  fhapes,  and  fhrieks,  and  fights 
Find  out  fome  uncouth  cell,  [unholy. 

Where  brooding  darknefs  fpreads  his  jealous 
And  the  night-Raven  fings  ;  [wings, 

There  under  Ebon  fhades,  and  low-brow’d  Rocks, 
As  ragged  as  thy  Locks, 

In  dark  Cimmerian  defert  ever  dwell.  10 

But  com  thou  Goddefs  fair  and  free. 

In  Heav’n  ycleap’d  Euphrofyne , 

And  by  men,  heart-eafing  Mirth, 

Whom  lovely  Venus  at  a  birth 
With  two  fitter  Graces  more 
To  Ivy-crowned  Bacchus  bore  ; 

Or  whether  (as  fom  Sager  fing) 

The  frolick  Wind  that  breathes  the  Spring, 
Zephir  with  Aurora  playing, 

As  he  met  her  once  a  Maying,  20 

There  on  Beds  of  Violets  blew, 

And  frefh-blown  Rofes  wafht  in  dew, 

Fill’d  her  with  thee  a  daughter  fair, 

So  buckfom,  blith,  and  debonair. 


1 


L’  ALLEGRO. 


114. 

Hafte  thee  nymph,  and  bring  with  thee 
Jeft  and  youthful  Jollity, 

Quips  and  Cranks,  and  wanton  Wiles, 
Nods,  and  Becks,  and  Wreathed  Smiles, 
Such  as  hang  on  Hebe's  cheek, 

And  love  to  live  in  dimple  fleek  ; 

Sport  that  wrincled  Care  derides. 

And  Laughter  holding  both  his  lides. 
Com,  and  trip  it  as  you  go 
On  the  light  fantaftick  toe, 

And  in  thy  right  hand  lead  with  thee, 
The  Mountain  Nymph,  fweet  Liberty ; 
And  if  I  give  thee  honour  due, 

Mirth,  admit  me  of  thy  crue 
To  live  with  her,  and  live  with  thee, 

In  unreproved  pleafures  free ; 

To  hear  the  Lark  begin  his  flight, 

And  finging  ftartle  the  dull  night. 

From  his  watch- towre  in  the  fkies, 

Till  the  dappled  dawn  doth  rife ; 

Then  to  com  in  fpight  of  forrow, 

And  at  my  window  bid  good  morrow, 
Through  the  Sweet-Briar,  or  the  Vine, 
Or  the  twilled  Eglantine. 

While  the  Cock  with  lively  din, 

Scatters  the  rear  of  darknes  thin, 

And  to  the  Hack,  or  the  Barn  dore. 
Stoutly  ftruts  his  Dames  before, 

Oft  lift’ning  how  the  Hounds  and  Horn 
Chearly  roufe  the  flumbring  morn, 
From  the  fide  of  fom  Hoar  Hill, 
Through  the  high  wood  echoing  fhrill. 
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Som  time  walking  not  unfeen 
By  Hedge-row  Elms,  on  Hillocks  green, 
Right  againft  the  Eaftern  gate, 

Where  the  great  Sun  begins  his  ftate, 
Roab’d  in  flames,  and  Amber  light, 

The  clouds  in  thoufand  Liveries  dight, 
While  the  Plowman  neer  at  hand, 
Whiftles  ore  the  Furrow’d  Land, 

And  the  Milkmaid  fingeth  blithe, 

And  the  Mower  whets  his  fithe, 

And  every  Shepherd  tells  his  tale 
Under  the  Hawthorn  in  the  dale. 

Streit  mine  eye  hath  caught  new  pleafures 
Whilft  the  Lantikip  round  it  meafures, 
Ruffet  Lawns,  and  Fallows  Gray, 

Where  the  nibling  flocks  do  ftray, 
Mountains  on  whofe  barren  breft 
The  labouring  clouds  do  often  reft  : 
Meadows  trim  with  Dailies  pide, 

Shallow  Brooks,  and  Rivers  wide, 

Towers,  and  Battlements  it  fees 
Boofom’d  high  in  tufted  Trees, 

Wher  perhaps  fom  beauty  lies, 

The  Cynofure  of  neighbouring  eyes. 

Hard  by,  a  Cottage  chimney  fmokes, 
From  betwixt  two  aged  Okes, 

Where  Corydon  and  Phyrfts  met, 

Are  at  their  favory  dinner  fet 
Of  Hearbs,  and  other  Country  Mefles, 
Which  the  neat-handed  Phillis  dreffes ; 
And  then  in  hafte  her  Bowre  fhe  leaves, 
With  P hefty  Us  to  bind  the  Sheaves  ; 
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Or  if  the  earlier  feafon  lead 

To  the  tann’d  Haycock  in  the  Mead, 

Some  times  with  fecure  delight 
The  up-land  Hamlets  will  invite. 

When  the  merry  Bells  ring  round. 

And  the  jocond  rebecks  found 
To  many  a  youth,  and  many  a  maid. 
Dancing  in  the  Chequer’d  fhade  ; 

And  young  and  old  com  forth  to  play 
On  a  Sunfhine  Holyday, 

Till  the  live-long  day-light  fail. 

Then  to  the  Spicy  Nut-brown  Ale, 

With  ftories  told  of  many  a  feat. 

How  Faery  Mab  the  junkets  eat, 

She  was  pincht,  and  pull’d  fhe  fed. 

And  by  the  Friars  Lanthorn  led 
Tells  how  the  drudging  Goblin  fwet, 

To  ern  his  Cream-bowle  duly  fet, 

When  in  one  night,  ere  glimps  of  morn, 

His  fhadowy  Flale  hath  threfh’d  the  Corn, 
That  ten  day-labourers  could  not  end. 

Then  lies  him  down  the  Lubbar  Fend. 

And  ftretch’d  out  all  the  Chimney’s  length, 
Balks  at  the  fire  his  hairy  ftrength  ; 

And  Crop-full  out  of  dores  he  flings. 

Ere  the  firft  Cock  his  Mattin  rings. 

Thus  done  the  Tales,  to  bed  they  creep. 

By  whifpering  Winds  foon  lull’d  alleep. 
Towred  Cities  pleafe  us  then. 

And  the  bufie  humm  of  men. 

Where  throngs  of  Knights  and  Barons  bold, 
In  weeds  of  Peace  high  triumphs  hold, 
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With  ftore  of  Ladies,  whofe  bright  eies 
Rain  influence,  and  judge  the  prife, 

Of  Wit,  or  Arms,  while  both  contend 
To  win  her  Grace,  whom  all  commend. 
There  let  Hymen  oft  appear 
In  Saffron  robe,  with  Taper  clear, 

And  pomp,  and  feaft,  and  revelry, 

With  mafk,  and  antique  Pageantry, 

Such  fights  as  youthful  Poets  dream 
On  Summer  eeves  by  haunted  ftream. 
Then  to  the  well-trod  ft  age  anon, 

If  yonfons  learned  Sock  be  on, 

Or  fweeteft  Shakefp  ear  fancies  childe, 
Warble  his  native  Wood-notes  wilde, 

And  ever  againft  eating  Cares, 

Lap  me  in  foft  Lydian  Aires, 

Married  to  immortal  verfe 
Such  as  the  meeting  foul  may  pierce 
In  notes,  with  many  a  winding  bout 
Of  lincked  fweetneis  long  drawn  out, 
With  wanton  heed,  and  giddy  cunning, 
The  melting  voice  through  mazes  running 
Untwifting  all  the  chains  that  ty 
The  hidden  foul  of  harmony. 

That  Orpheus  felf  may  heave  his  head 
From  golden  (lumber  on  a  bed 
Of  heapt  Elyjian  flowres,  and  hear 
Such  ftreins  as  would  have  won  the  ear 
Of  Pluto ,  to  have  quite  fet  free 
His  half  regain’d  Eurydice. 

Thefe  delights,  if  thou  canft  give, 

Mirth  with  thee,  I  mean  to  live. 


Part  of  an  Entertainment  prefented  to  the  Count efs 
Dowager  of  Darby  at  Harefield,  by  fome  Noble 
Perfons  of  her  Family ,  who  appear  on  the  Scene  in 
Paforal  Habit ,  moving  toward  the  feat  of  Statey 
with  this  Song. 


i.  SONG. 

OOK  Nymphs,  and  Shepherds  look, 
What  fudden  blaze  of  Majefty 
Is  that  which  we  from  hence  defcry 
Too  divine  to  be  miftook  : 

This  this  is  fhe 

To  whom  our  vows  and  wifhes  bend, 

Heer  our  folemn  fearch  hath  end. 

Fame  that  her  high  worth  to  raife. 

Seem'd  erft  fo  lavifh  and  profufe, 

We  may  juftly  now  accufe  •  io 

Of  detraction  from  her  praife, 

Lefs  then  half  we  find  expreft, 

Envy  bid  conceal  the  reft. 

Mark  what  radiant  ftate  the  fpreds, 

In  circle  round  her  fbining  throne, 

Shooting  her  beams  like  filver  threds, 

This  this  is  fhe  alone, 
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Sitting  like  a  Goddes  bright, 

In  the  center  of  her  light. 

Might  fhe  the  wife  Latona  be, 

Or  the  towred  Cybele , 

Mother  of  a  hundred  gods  ; 

Juno  dare’s  not  give  her  odds ; 

Who  had  thought  this  clime  had  held 
A  deity  fo  unparalel’d  ? 

As  they  com  forward ,  the  Genius  of  the  Wood  appears , 
and  turning  toward  them,  [peaks. 

Gen .  Stay  gentle  Swains,  for  though  in  this  difguife, 
I  fee  bright  honour  fparkle  through  your  eyes, 
Of  famous  Arcady  ye  are,  and  fprung 
Of  that  renowned  flood,  fo  often  fung, 

Divine  Alpheus ,  who  by  fecret  flufe,  30 

Stole  under  Seas  to  meet  his  Arethufe  ; 

And  ye  the  breathing  Rofes  of  the  Wood, 

Fair  lilver-bulkin’d  Nymphs  as  great  and  good, 

I  know  this  queft  of  yours,  and  free  intent 
Was  all  in  honour  and  devotion  ment 
To  the  great  Mi  feres  of  yon  princely  fhrine. 
Whom  with  low  reverence  I  adore  as  mine. 

And  with  all  helpful  fervice  will  comply 
To  further  this  nights  glad  folemnity; 

And  lead  ye  where  ye  may  more  near  behold  40 
What  fhallow-fearching  Fame  hath  left  untold  ; 
Which  I  full  oft  amidft  thefe  fhades  alone 
Have  fate  to  wonder  at,  and  gaze  upon  : 

For  know  by  lot  from  Jove  I  am  the  powr 
Of  this  fair  Wood,  and  live  in  Oak’n  bowr, 
Tonurfe  the  Saplings  tall,  and  curl  the  grove. 
With  Ringlets  quaint ;  and  wanton  windings  wove. 
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And  all  my  Plants  I  fave  from  nightly  ill, 

Of  noifom  winds,  and  blafting  vapours  chill. 

And  from  the  Boughs  brufh  off  the  evil  dew,  50 
And  heal  the  harms  of  thwarting  thunder  blew, 
Or  what  the  crofs  dire-looking  Planet  fmites, 

Or  hurtfull  Worm  with  canker’d  venom  bites. 
When  Ev’ning  gray  doth  rife,  I  fetch  my  round 
Over  the  mount,  and  all  this  hallow’d  ground  ; 
And  early  ere  the  odorous  breath  of  morn 
Awakes  the  flumbring  leaves,  or  taffeld  horn 
Shakes  the  high  thicket,  hafte  I  all  about, 
Number  my  ranks,  and  vifit  every  fprout  $9 

With  puiffant  words,  and  murmurs  made  to  blefs, 
But  els  in  deep  of  night  when  drowfines 
Hath  lock’t  up  mortal  fenfe,  then  liften  I 
To  the  celeftial  Sirens  harmony, 

That  lit  upon  the  nine  enfolded  Sphears, 

And  ling  to  thofe  that  hold  the  vital  fhears. 

And  turn  the  Adamantine  fpindle  round, 

On  which  the  fate  of  gods  and  men  is  wound 
Such  fweet  compulfion  doth  in  mufick  ly, 

To  lull  the  daughters  of  NeceJJity , 

And  keep  unfteddy  Nature  to  her  law,  70 

And  the  low  world  in  meafur’d  motion  draw 
After  the  heavenly  tune,  which  none  can  hear 
Of  human  mould  with  grofs  unpurged  ear ; 

And  yet  fuch  mufick  worthieft  were  to  blaze 
The  peerles  height  of  her  immortal  praife, 

Whofe  luftre  leads  us,  and  for  her  mo  ft  fit, 

If  my  inferior  hand  or  voice  could  hit 
Inimitable  founds,  yet  as  we  go, 

What  ere  the  fkill  of  lelfer  gods  can  fhow, 

I  will  aftay,  her  worth  to  celebrate, 
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And  fo  attend  ye  toward  her  glittering  date  ; 
Where  ye  may  all  that  are  of  noble  ftemm 
Approach,  and  kifs  her  facred  veftures  hemm. 

2.  SONG . 

O’re  the  fmooth  enamel’d  green 
Where  no  print  of  ftep  hath  been. 

Follow  me  as  I  iing, 

And  touch  the  warbled  firing. 

Under  the  fhady  roof 
Of  branching  Elm-Star-proof. 

Follow  me,  90 

I  will  bring  you  where  fhe  fits 
Clad  in  fplendor  as  befits 
Her  deity. 

Such  a  rural  Queen 

All  Arcadia  hath  not  feen. 

3.  SONG. 

Nymphs  and  Shepherds  dance  no  more 
By  fandy  Ladons  Lillied  banks, 

On  old  Lycaus  or  Cyllene  hoar, 

Trip  no  more  in  twilight  ranks, 

Though  Erymanth  your  lofs  deplore,  100 

A  better  foyl  fhall  give  ye  thanks. 

From  the  ftony  Mcenalus , 

Bring  your  Flocks,  and  live  with  us, 

Here  ye  fhall  have  greater  grace, 

To  ferve  the  Lady  of  this  place. 

Though  Syrinx  your  Pans  Miftrefs  were, 
Yet  Syrinx  well  might  wait  on  her. 

Such  a  rural  Queen 
All  Arcadia  hath  not  feen. 


Mifcellaneous  Poems. 


Anno  abatis  17. 

* 

On  the  Death  of  a  fair  Infant 

dying  of  a  Cough. 

1 . 

FAIREST  flower  no  fooner  blown  but  , 
Mailed, 

Soft  filken  Primrofe  fading  timelefflie, 
Summers  chief  honour  if  thou  hadft  out-lafted. 
Bleak  winters  force  that  made  thy  bloflbme  drie ; 
For  he  being  amorous  on  that  lovely  die 

That  did  thy  cheek  envermeil,  thought  to  kifs 
But  kill’d  alas,  and  then  bewayl’d  his  fatal  blifs. 

2. 

For  fince  grim  Aquilo  his  charioter 
By  boiftrous  rape  th5 Athenian  damfel  got. 

He  thought  it  toucht  his  Deitie  full  neer,  10 
If  likewife  he  fome  fair  one  wedded  not. 

Thereby  to  wipe  away  th’  infamous  blot, 

Of  long-uncoupled  bed,  and  childlels  eld, 

Which  ’mongft  the  wanton  gods  a  foul  reproach 
was  held. 
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3* 

So  mounting  up  in  ycie-pearled  carr, 

Through  middle  empire  of  the  freezing  aire 
He  wanderd  long,  till  thee  he  fpy’d  from  farr, 
There  ended  was  his  queft,  there  ceaft  his  care. 
Down  he  defcended  from  his  Snow-foft  chaire, 
But  all  unwares  with  his  cold-kind  embrace  20 
U nhous’d  thy  V irgin  Soul  from  her  fair  biding  place. 

4* 

Yet  art  thou  not  inglorious  in  thy  fate ; 

For  fo  Apollo ,  with  unweeting  hand 
Whilome  did  flay  his  dearly-loved  mate 
Young  Hyacinth  born  on  Eurotd s  ftrand. 

Young  Hyacinth  the  pride  of  Spartan  land; 

But  then  transform’d  him  to  a  purple  flower 
Alack  that  fo  to  change  thee  winter  had  no  power. 

5* 

Yet  can  I  not  perfwade  me  thou  art  dead 
Or  that  thy  coarfe  corrupts  in  earths  dark  wombe, 
Or  that  thy  beauties  lie  in  wormie  bed,  31 

Hid  from  the  world  in  a  low  delved  tombe  ; 
Could  Heav’n  for  pittie  thee  fo  ftridtly  doom  ? 

Oh  no  ?  for  fomething  in  thy  face  did  fhine 
Above  mortalitie  that  fhew’d  thou  waft  divine. 

6. 

Refolve  me  then  oh  Soul  moft  furely  bleft 
(If  fo  it  be  that  thou  thefe  plaints  doft  hear) 

Tell  me  bright  Spirit  where  e’re  thou  hovereft 
Whether  above  that  high  hr  ft -moving  Spheare 
Or  in  the  Elifian  fields  (if  fuch  there  were.)  40 
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Oh  fay  me  true  if  thou  wert  mortal  wight 
And  why  from  us  fo  quickly  thou  didft  take  thy  flight. 

7- 

Wert  thou  fome  Starr  which  from  the  ruin’d  roofe 
Of  fhak’t  Olympus  by  mifchance  didft  fall ; 
Which  carefull  Jove  in  natures  true  behoofe 
Took  up,  and  in  fit  place  did  reinftall  ? 

Or  did  of  late  earths  Sonnes  befiege  the  wall 
Of  Iheenie  Heav’n,  and  thou  fome  goddefs  fled 
Amongft  us  here  below  to  hide  thy  nedtar’d  head, 

8. 

Or  wert  thou  that  juft  Maid  who  once  before  50 
Forfook  the  hated  earth,  O  tell  me  footh 
And  cam’ft  again  to  vifit  us  once  more  ? 

Or  wert  thou  that  fweet  fmiling  Youth  ! 

Or  that  crown’d  Matron  fage  white-robed  truth  ? 

Or  any  other  of  that  heav’nly  brood  [good. 
Let  down  in  clowdie  throne  to  do  the  world  fome 

9- 

Or  wert  thou  of  the  golden-winged  hoaft, 

Who  having  clad  thy  felf  in  humane  weed, 

To  earth  from  thy  praefixed  feat  didft  poaft, 

And  after  fhort  abode  flie  back  with  fpeed,  60 
As  if  to  fhew  what  creatures  Heav’n  doth  breed, 
Thereby  to  fet  the  hearts  of  men  on  fire 
To  fcorn  the  fordid  world,  and  unto  Heav’n  afpire. 

10. 

But  oh  why  didft  thou  not  ftay  here  below 
To  blefs  us  with  thy  heav’n-lov’d  innocence, 

To  flake  his  wrath  whom  fin  hath  made  our  foe 
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To  turn  Swift-rufhing  black  perdition  hence. 

Or  drive  away  the  flaughtering  peftilence, 

To  ftand  ’twixt  us  and  our  deferved  fmart? 

But  thou  canft  beft  perform  that  office  where  thou 
art.  70 

1 1. 

Then  thou  the  mother  of  fo  fweet  a  child 
Her  falfe  imagin’d  lofs  ceafe  to  lament, 

And  wifely  learn  to  curb  thy  forrows  wild; 

Think  what  a  prefent  thou  to  God  haft  fent. 

And  render  him  with  patience  what  he  lent ; 

This  if  thou  do  he  will  an  off-fpring  give. 

That  till  the  worlds  laft-end  ffiall  make  thy  name 
to  live. 


Anno  fEtatis  19. 

At  a  Vacation  Exercife  in  the  Colledge, 
part  Latin ,  part  Englijh .  The  Latin 

fpeeches  ended,  the  Englijh  thus  began. 

AIL  native  Language,  that  by  linews  weak 
Didft  move  myfirft  endeavouring  tongue 
to  fpeak, 

And  mad’ft  imperfedt  words  with  childiffi  tripps, 
Half  unpronounc’t,  Hide  through  my  infant-lipps. 
Driving  dum  filence  from  the  portal  dore, 

Where  he  had  mutely  fate  two  years  before: 

Here  I  falute  thee  and  thy  pardon  afk, 

That  now  I  ufe  thee  in  my  latter  talk  : 
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Small  lofs  it  is  that  thence  can  come  unto  thee, 

I  know  my  tongue  but  little  Grace  can  do  thee  : 
Thou  needft  not  be  ambitious  to  be  firft,  u 

Believe  me  I  have  thither  packt  the  word: : 

And,  if  it  happen  as  I  did  forecaft, 

The  daintieft  difhes  fhall  be  ferv’d  up  laft. 

I  pray  thee  then  deny  me  not  thy  aide 
For  this  fame  fmall  negledt  that  I  have  made  : 
But  hafte  thee  ftrait  to  do  me  once  a  Pleafure, 
And  from  thy  wardrope  bring  thy  chiefeft  treafure; 
Not  thofe  new  fangled  toys,  and  triming  flight 
Which  takes  our  late  fantafticks  with  delight,  20 
But  cull  thofe  richeft  Robes,  and  gay’ft  attire 
Which  deepeft  Spirits,  and  choiceft  Wits  defire  : 

I  have  fome  naked  thoughts  that  rove  about 
And  loudly  knock  to  have  their  pafiage  out ; 

And  wearie  of  their  place  do  only  flay 
Till  thou  haft  deck’t  them  in  thy  beft  aray ; 

That  fo  they  may  without  fufpedt  or  fears 
Fly  fwiftly  to  this  fair  Aflembly’s  ears ; 

Yet  I  had  rather  if  I  were  to  chufe, 

Thy  fervice  in  fome  graver  fubjedt  ufe,  30 

Such  as  may  make  thee  fearch  thy  coffers  round, 
Before  thou  cloath  my  fancy  in  fit  found  : 

Such  where  the  deep  tranfported  mind  may  foare 
Above  the  wheeling  poles,  and  at  Heav’ns  dore 
Look  in,  and  fee  each  blifsful  Deitie 
How  he  before  the  thunderous  throne  doth  lie, 
Liftening  to  what  unfhorn  Apollo  fings 
To  th’touch  of  golden  wires,  while  Hebe  brings 
Immortal  Nedtar  to  her  Kingly  Sire  :  39 

Then  pafling  through  the  Spherfe  of  watchful  fire, 
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And  miftie  Regions  of  wide  air  next  under, 

And  hills  of  Snow  and  lofts  of  piled  Thunder, 
May  tell  at  length  how  green-ey’d  Neptune  raves, 
In  Heav’ns  defiance  muttering  all  his  waves  ; 
Then  fing  of  fecret  things  that  came  to  pafs 
When  Beldam  Nature  in  her  cradle  was ; 

And  laft  of  Kings  and  Queens  and  Hero's  old, 
Such  as  the  wife  Demodocus  once  told 
In  folemn  Songs  at  King  Alcinous  feaft, 

While  fad  Ulifles  foul  and  all  the  reft  50 

Are  held  with  his  melodious  harmonie 
In  willing  chains  and  fweet  captivitie. 

But  fie  my  wandring  Mufe  how  thou  doft  ftray ! 
Expectance  calls  thee  now  another  way, 

Thou  know’ft  it  mutt  be  now  thy  only  bent 
To  keep  in  compafs  of  thy  Predicament  : 

Then  quick  about  thy  purpos’d  bufinefs  come, 
That  to  the  next  I  may  refign  my  Roome. 

Then  Ens  is  reprefented  as  Father  of  the  Frcedica- 
ments  his  ten  Sons ,  whereof  the  Eldefl  flood  for 
Subftance  with  his  Canons ,  which  Ens  thus  fpeak- 
ing ,  explains. 

Good  luck  befriend  thee  Son  ;  for  at  thy  birth 
The  Faiery  Ladies  daunc’t  upon  the  hearth  ;  60 

Thy  drowfie  Nurfe  hath  fworn  the  did  them  fpie 
Come  tripping  to  the  Room  where  thou  didft  lie; 
And  fweetly  finging  round  about  thy  Bed 
Strew  all  their  bleflings  on  thy  fleeping  Head. 

She  heard  them  give  thee  this,  that  thou  fhould’ft 
From  eyes  of  mortals  walk  invifible,  [ft ill 

Yet  there  is  fomething  that  doth  force  my  fear. 
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For  once  it  was  my  difmal  hap  to  hear 
A  Sybil  old,  bow-bent  with  crooked  age. 

That  far  events  full  wifely  could  prefage,  70 

And  in  times  long  and  dark  Profpedtive  Glafs 
Fore-fa  w  what  future  dayes  fhould  bring  to  pafs, 
Your  Son,  faid  fhe,  (nor  can  you  it  prevent) 

Shall  fubjedt  be  to  many  an  Accident. 

O’re  all  his  Brethren  he  fhall  Reign  as  King, 

Yet  every  one  fhall  make  him  underling, 

And  thofe  that  cannot  live  from  him  afunder 
Ungratefully  fhall  ftrive  to  keep  him  under. 

In  worth  and  excellence  he  fhall  out-go  them, 
Yet  being  above  them,  he  fhall  be  below  them  ;  80 
From  others  he  fhall  ftand  in  need  of  nothing, 
Yet  on  his  Brothers  fhall  depend  for  Cloathing. 
To  find  a  Foe  it  fhall  not  be  his  hap, 

And  peace  fhall  lull  him  in  her  flowry  lap ; 

Yet  fhall  he  live  in  ftrife,  and  at  his  dore 
Devouring  war  fhall  never  ceafe  to  roare  : 

Yea  it  fhall  be  his  natural  property 
To  harbour  thofe  that  are  at  enmity. 

What  power,  what  force,  what  mighty  fpell,  if  not 
Your  learned  hands,  can  loole  this  Gordian  knot? 

The  next  Quantity  and  Quality,  fpake  in  Profe , 
then  Relation  was  call'd  by  his  Name. 

Rivers  arife  ;  whether  thou  be  the  Son,  91 

Of  utmoft  Tweed ,  or  Oofe ,  or  gulphie  Dun , 

Or  Trent ,  who  like  fome  earth-born  Giant  fpreads 
His  thirty  Armes  along  the  indented  Meads, 

Or  fullen  Mole  that  runneth  underneath, 

Or  Severn  fwift,  guilty  of  Maidens  death, 
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Or  Reekie  Avon ,  or  of  Sedgie  Lee, 

Or  Coaly  Line ,  or  antient  hollowed 
Or  Humber  loud  that  keeps  the  Scythians  Name, 
Or  Medway  fmooth,  or  Royal  Towred  Lhame .  100 

The  reft  was  Profe . 

On  the  Morning  of  Chrift’s 

Nativity. 

1 . 

IIS  is  the  Month,  and  this  the  happy 
morn 

Wherein  the  Son  of  Heav’ns  eternal  King, 
Of  wedded  Maid,  and  Virgin  Mother  born, 

Our  great  Redemption  from  above  did  bring ; 

For  fo  the  holy  Sages  once  did  ling, 

That  he  our  deadly  forfeit  fhould  releafe, 

And  with  his  Father  work  us  a  perpetual  peace. 

2. 

That  glorious  Form,  that  Light  unfufferable, 

And  that  far-beaming  blaze  of  Majefty,  9 

Wherewith  he  wont  at  Heav’ns  high  Councel- 
To  fit  the  midft  of  Trinal  Unity,  [Table, 

He  laid  afide  ;  and  here  with  us  to  be, 

Forfook  the  Courts  of  everlafting  Day, 

And  chofe  with  us  a  darkfom  Houfe  of  mortal  Clay. 

3- 

Say  Heav’nly  Mufe,  fh all  not  thy  facred  vein 
Afford  a  Prefent  to  the  Infant  God  ? 


K 
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Haft  thou  no  verfe,  no  hymn,  or  folemn  ftrein, 
To  welcome  him  to  this  his  new  abode, 

Now  while  the  Heav’n  by  the  Suns  team  untrod. 
Hath  took  no  print  of  the  approaching  light,  20 
And  all  the  fpangled  hoft  keep  watch  in  fquadrons 
bright  ? 

4* 

See  how  from  far  upon  the  Eaftern  rode 
The  Star-led  Wizards  hafte  with  odours  fweet, 

O  run,  prevent  them  with  thy  humble  ode. 

And  lay  it  lowly  at  his  bleffed  feet ; 

Have  thou  the  honour  firft,  thy  Lord  to  greet, 
And  joyn  thy  voice  unto  the  Angel  Quire, 
From  out  his  fecret  Altar  toucht  with  hallow’d  fire. 

THE  HYMN. 

1. 

It  was  the  Winter  wilde, 

While  the  Heav’n-born  childe,  30 

All  meanly  wrapt  in  the  rude  manger  lies ; 
Nature  in  awe  to  him 
Had  doft’t  her  gawdy  trim, 

With  her  great  Mafter  fo  to  fympathize: 

It  was  no  feafon  then  for  her 

To  wanton  with  the  Sun  her  lufty  Paramour. 

2. 

Only  with  fpeeches  fair 
She  woo’s  the  gentle  Air 

To  hide  her  guilty  front  with  innocent  Snow, 
And  on  her  naked  (hame,  40 
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Pollute  with  iinfull  blame. 

The  Saintly  Veil  of  Maiden  white  to  throw, 
Confounded,  that  her  Makers  eyes 
Should  look  fo  near  upon  her  foul  deformities. 

3- 

But  he  her  fears  to  ceafe. 

Sent  down  the  meek-ey’d  Peace, 

She  crown’d  with  Olive  green,  came  foftly  Aiding 
Down  through  the  turning  fphear 
His  ready  Harbinger, 

With  Turtle  wing  the  amorous  clouds  dividing. 
And  waving  wide  her  mirtle  wand,  51 

She  ftrikesa  univerfal  Peace  through  Sea  and  Land. 

4. 

No  War,  or  Battels  found 
Was  heard  the  World  around, 

The  idle  Spear  and  Shield  were  high  up  hung. 
The  hooked  Chariot  flood 
Unftain’d  with  hoftile  blood. 

The  Trumpet  fpake  not  to  the  armed  throng, 
And  Kings  fate  ftill  with  awfull  eye, 

As  if  they  furely  knew  their  fovran  Lord  was  by. 

5* 

But  peaceful!  was  the  night  61 

Wherein  the  Prince  of  light 

His  raign  of  peace  upon  the  earth  began  : 

The  Winds  with  wonder  whiff, 

Smoothly  the  waters  kift, 

Whifpering  new  joyes  to  the  milde  Ocean, 
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Who  now  hath  quite  forgot  to  rave,  [wave. 

While  Birds  of  Calm  fit  brooding  on  the  charmed 

6. 

The  Stars  with  deep  amaze 

Stand  fixt  in  ftedfaft  gaze,  70 

Bending  one  way  their  pretious  influence, 

And  will  not  take  their  flight, 

For  all  the  morning  light, 

Or  Lucifer  that  often  warn'd  them  thence  ; 

But  in  their  glimmering  Orbs  did  glow, 

Untill  their  Lord himfelf  befpake,  and  bid  them  go. 

7* 

And  though  the  fhady  gloom 
Had  given  day  her  room, 

The  Sun  himfelf  with-held  his  wonted  fpeed, 
And  hid  his  head  for  iliame,  80 

As  his  inferiour  flame, 

The  new  enlightn’d  world  no  more  fhould  need; 
He  faw  a  greater  Sun  appear  [bear. 

Then  his  bright  Throne,  or  burning  Axletree  could 

8. 

The  Shepherds  on  the  Lawn, 

Or  ere  the  point  of  dawn, 

Sate  limply  chatting  in  a  ruftick  row  ; 

Full  little  thought  they  than, 

That  the  mighty  Pan 

Was  kindly  come  to  live  with  them  below  ;  90 
Perhaps  their  loves,  or  elfe  their  fheep. 

Was  all  that  did  their  filly  thoughts  fo  bufie  keep. 
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9- 

When  fuch  mu  lick  fweet 
Their  hearts  and  ears  did  greet, 

As  never  was  by  mortal  finger  ftrook, 

D iv inely- warbl’d  voice 
Anfwering  the  ftringed  noife, 

As  all  their  fouls  in  blifsfull  rapture  took  : 

The  Air  fuch  pleafure  loth  to  lofe,  jclofe. 

With  thoufand  echo’s  ftill  prolongs  each  heav’nly 

10. 

Nature  that  heard  fuch  found  100 

Beneath  the  hollow  round 

Of  Cynthia's  feat,  the  Airy  region  thrilling, 
Now  was  aim  oft  won 
To  think  her  part  was  done, 

And  that  her  reign  had  here  its  laft  fulfilling ; 
She  knew  fuch  harmony  alone 
Could  hold  all  Heav’n  and  Barth  in  happier  union. 

1 1. 

At  laft  furrounds  their  light 

A  Globe  of  circular  light,  no 

That  with  long  beams  the  iltame-fac’t  night  ar- 
The  helmed  Cherubim  !  ray’d, 

And  fworded  Seraphim, 

Are  feen  in  glittering  ranks  with  wings  difplaid, 
Harping  in  loud  and  folemn  quire, 
Withunexprefiive  notes  toHeav’ns  new-born  Heir. 


12. 


Such  Mufick  (as  ’tis  faid) 
Before  was  never  made, 


i34  MISCELLANEOUS  POEMS. 


120 


But  when  of  old  the  fons  of  morning  fung, 
While  the  Creator  great 
His  Conftellations  fet. 

And  the  well-ballanc’t  world  on  hinges  hung, 
And  call  the  dark  foundations  deep,  [keep. 

And  bid  the  weltring  waves  their  oozy  channel 


I3- 

Ring  out  ye  Cryltall  fphears, 

Once  blefs  our  humane  ears, 

(If  ye  have  power  to  touch  our  fenfes  fo) 

And  let  your  filver  chime 
Move  in  melodious  time  ; 

And  let  the  Bafe  of  Heav’ns  deep  Organ  blow, 
And  with  your  ninefold  harmony  131 

Make  up  full  confort  to  th’Angelike  fymphony. 

M- 

For  if  fuch  holy  Song 
Enwrap  our  fancy  long, 

Time  will  run  back,  and  fetch  the  age  of  gold, 
And  fpeckl’d  vanity 
Will  licken  foon  and  die, 

And  leprous  lin  will  melt  from  earthly  mould, 
And  Hell  it  felf  will  pafs  away, 

And  leave  her  dolorous  man  lions  to  the  peering  day. 

*5- 

Yea  Truth,  and  juftice  then  141 

Will  down  return  to  men, 

Orb’d  in  a  Rain-bow ;  and  like  glories  wearing 
Mercy  will  fit  between. 

Thron’d  in  Celeftial  Iheen, 
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And  Heav’n  as  at  fome  Feftivall, 

Will  open  wide  the  Gates  of  her  high  Palace  Hall. 


16. 

But  wifeft  Fate  fayes  no, 

This  muft  not  yet  be  fo,  150 

The  Babe  lies  yet  in  fmiling  Infancy, 

That  on  the  bitter  crofs 
Muft  redeem  our  lofs  ; 

So  both  himfelf  and  us  to  glorihe  : 

Yet  firft  to  thofe  ychain’d  in  deep,  [the  deep. 
The  wakeful  trump  of  doom  muft  thunder  through 


*7* 

With  fuch  a  horrid  clang 

As  on  mount  Sinai  rang  [brake  : 

While  the  red  fire,  and  fmouldring  clouds  out 
The  aged  Earth  agaft  160 

With  terrour  of  that  blaft, 

Shall  from  the  furface  to  the  center  (hake ; 
When  at  the  worlds  laft  fefiion,  [throne. 

The  dreadful  Judge  in  middle  Air  fhall  fpread  his 


18. 

And  then  at  laft  our  blifs 
Full  and  perfet  is, 

But  now  begins ;  for  from  this  happy  Day 
Th’old  Dragon  under  ground 
In  ftraiter  limits  bound. 

Not  half  fo  far  cafts  his  ufurped  fway,  170 
And  wroth  to  fee  his  Kingdom  fail, 

Swindges  the  fcaly  Horrour  of  his  foulded  tail. 


136  MISCELLANEOUS  POEMS. 


19. 

The  Oracles  are  dum, 

No  voice  or  hideous  humm 

Runs  through  the  arched  roof  in  words  deceiving. 
Apollo  from  his  fhrine 
Can  no  more  divine, 

With  hollow  fhriek  the  fleep  of  Delphos  leaving 
No  nightly  trance,  or  breathed  fpell,  1 79 

Infpires  the  pale-ey’d  Prieft  from  the  propheticcelh 


20. 

The  lonely  mountains  o’re, 

And  the  refounding  fhore, 

A  voice  of  weeping  heard,  and  loud  lament ; 
From  haunted  fpring,  and  dale 
Edg’d  with  poplar  pale, 

The  parting  Genius  is  with  lighing  fent, 

With  flowre-inwov’n  treffes  torn  [mourn. 

The  Nimphs  in  twilight  fhade  of  tangled  thickets 

21. 

In  confecrated  Earth, 

And  on  the  holy  Hearth,  190 

The  Lars  and  Le mures ,  moan  with  midnight 
In  Urns,  and  Altars  round,  [plaint, 

A  drear  and  dying  found 

Affrights  the  Flamins  at  their  fervice  quaint ; 
And  the  chill  Marble  feems  to  fweat. 

While  each  peculiar  power  forgoes  hiswonted  feat. 

22. 

Peor,  and  Baalim , 

Forfake  their  Temples  dim, 
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With  that  twice  batter’d  god  of  Palestine , 

And  mooned  Afhtaroth ,  200 

Heav’ns  Queen  and  Mother  both, 

Now  fits  not  girt  with  Tapers  holy  fhine. 

The  Libyc  Mammon  fhrinks  his  horn,  [mourn. 
In  vain  the  Tyrian  Maids  their  wounded  Thamuz 

23* 

And  fullen  Moloch  fled, 

Hath  left  in  fhadows  dred. 

His  burning  Idol  all  of  blackeft  hue; 

In  vain  with  Cymbals  ring, 

They  call  the  grifiy  King, 

In  difmal  dance  about  the  furnace  blue  ;  210 

The  brutifh  gods  of  Nile  as  faft, 

Ifis  and  Orusy  and  the  Dog  Anubis  haft. 

24. 

Nor  is  OJiris  feen 
In  Memphian  Grove,  or  Green, 

Trampling  the  unfliowr’d  Grafs  with  lowings 
Nor  can  he  be  at  reft  [loud  : 

L 

Within  his  facred  cheft, 

Naught  but  profoundeft  Hell  can  be  his  fhroud. 
In  vain  with  Timbrel’d  Anthems  dark 
The  fable- ftoled  Sorcerers  bear  his  worihipt  Ark. 

2C. 

He  feels  from  Juda’s  Land  221 

The  dredded  Infants  hand, 

The  rayes  of  Bethlehem  blind  his  dufky  eyn  ; 
Nor  all  the  Gods  befide, 

Longer  dare  abide. 


i38  MISCELLANEOUS  POEMS. 

Not  Typhon  huge  ending  in  fnaky  twine  : 

Our  Babe  to  fhew  his  Godhead  true,  [crew. 

Can  in  his  fwadling  bands  controul  the  damned 

26. 

So  when  the  Sun  in  bed, 

Curtain’d  with  cloudy  red,  230 

Pillows  his  chin  upon  an  Orient  wave. 

The  flocking  fhadows  pale. 

Troop  to  th’internal  Jail, 

Each  fetter’d  Ghoft  flips  to  his  feveral  grave. 
And  the  yellow-fldrted  Fayes ,  [maze. 

Fly  after  the  Night-fteeds,  leaving  their  Moon-lov’d 

27. 

But  fee  the  Virgin  bleft, 

Hath  laid  her  Babe  to  reft.  [ing, 

Time  is  cur  tedious  Song  fhould  here  have  end- 
Heav’ns  youngeft  teemed  Star,  240 

Hath  fixt  her  polifht  Car,  [ing  : 

Her  fieeping Lord  with  Handmaid  Lamp  attend- 
And  all  about  the  Courtly  Stable, 

Bright-harneft  Angels  fit  in  order  ferviceable. 


The  Paflion. 

i . 

RE-WHILE  of  Mufick,  and  Ethereal 
mirth,  [ring, 

Wherewith  the  ftage  of  Ayr  and  Earth  did 
And  joyous  news  of  heav’nly  Infants  birth. 
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My  mufe  with  Angels  did  divide  to  ling ; 

But  headlong  joy  is  ever  on  the  wing, 

In  Wintry  folftice  like  the  fhortn’d  light 
Soon  fwallow’d  up  in  dark  and  long  out-living 
night. 

2. 

For  now  to  forrow  mu  ft  I  tune  my  fong, 

And  fet  my  Harp  to  notes  of  faddeft  wo. 

Which  on  our  deareft  Lord  did  feafe  er’e  long,  10 
Dangers,  and  fnares,  and  wrongs,  and  worfe  then  fo. 
Which  he  for  us  did  freely  undergo. 

Moll  perfedt  Fleroe ,  try’d  in  heavieft  plight 
Of  labours  huge  and  hard,  too  hard  for  human 
wight. 

Jr 

He  fov’ran  Prieft  ftooping  his  regal  head 
That  dropt  with  odorous  oil  down  his  fair  eyes, 
Poor  flefhly  Tabernacle  entered, 

His  ftarry  front  low-rooft  beneath  the  ikies  ; 

O  what  a  made  was  there,  what  a  difguife !  19 

Yet  more;  the  ftroke  of  death  he  mull  abide, 
Then  lies  him  meekly  down  fail  by  his  Brethrens 
fide. 

4* 

Thefe  lateft  feenes  confine  my  roving  vers, 

To  this  Horizon  is  my  Phoebus  bound ; 

His  Godlike  adts ;  and  his  temptations  fierce. 

And  former  bufferings  other  where  are  found ; 
Loud  o’re  the  reft  Cremona  s  Trump  doth  found; 

Me  fofter  airs  befit,  and  fofter  firings 
Of  Lute,  or  Viol  ftill,  more  apt  for  mournful  things. 
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5- 

Befriend  me  night  beft  Patronefs  of  grief, 

Over  the  Pole  thy  thickeft  mantle  throw,  3° 
And  work  my  flatter’d  fancy  to  belief, 

That  Heav’n  and  Earth  are  colour’d  with  my  wo  ; 
My  forrows  are  too  dark  for  day  to  know : 

The  leaves  fhould  all  be  black  w7heron  I  write, 
And  letters  where  my  tears  have  wafht  a  wannifh 
white. 

6. 

See  fee  the  Chariot,  and  thofe  ruffling  wheels, 
That  whirl’d  the  Prophet  up  at  Chebar  flood, 

My  fpirit  fom  tranfporting  Cherub  feels, 

To  bear  me  where  the  Towers  of  Salem  flood, 
Once  glorious  Towers,  now  funk  in  guiltlefs  blood  ; 

There  doth  my  foul  in  holy  vifion  fit  41 

In  penfive  trance,  and  anguifh,  and  ecftatick  fit. 

7- 

Mine  eye  hath  found  that  fad  Sepulchral  rock 
That  was  the  Cafket  of  Heav’ns  richeft  ftore, 
And  here  though  grief  my  feeble  hands  up  lock, 
Yet  on  the  foftned  Quarry  would  I  fcore 
My  plaining  vers  as  lively  as  before ; 

For  fure  fo  well  inftruCted  are  my  tears, 

That  they  would  fitly  fall  in  order’d  Characters. 

8. 

Or  fhould  I  thence  hurried  on  viewles  wing,  50 
Take  up  a  weeping  on  the  Mountains  wilde, 

The  gentle  neighbourhood  of  grove  and  fpring 
Would  foon  unbofom  all  their  Echoes  milde, 
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And  I  (for  grief  is  eafily  beguild) 

Might  think  th’infedlion  of  my  forrows  loud. 
Had  got  a  race  of  mourners  on  fom  pregnant  cloud. 

This  Subject  the  Author  finding  to  be  above  he 
yeers  he  had ,  when  he  wrote  it,  and  ?2othing 
fatisfi' d  with  what  was  begun ,  left  it  unfinifht . 


On  Time. 

LY  envious  Time,  till  thou  run  outthy  race. 
Call  on  the  lazy  leaden-ftepping  hours, 
Whofe  fpeed  is  but  the  heavy  Plummets 
pace  ; 

And  glut  thy  felf  with  what  thy  womb  devours. 
Which  is  no  more  then  what  is  falfe  and  vain, 
And  meerly  mortal  drofs ; 

So  little  is  our  lofs, 

So  little  is  thy  gain. 

For  when  as  each  thing  bad  thou  haft  entomb’d, 
And  laft  of  all  thy  greedy  felf  confum’d,  10 

Then  long  Eternity  fhall  greet  our  blifs 
With  an  individual  kifs ; 

And  Joy  fhall  overtake  us  as  a  flood, 

When  every  thing  that  is  ftncerely  good 
And  perfectly  divine, 

With  Truth,  and  Peace,  and  Love  fhall  ever  fhine 
About  the  fupreme  Throne 
Of  him,  t5  whofe  happy-making  fight  alone, 
When  once  our  heav’nly-guided  foul  fhall  clime, 


1 42  MISCELLANEOUS  POEMS. 

Then  all  this  Earthy  grofnefs  quit,  20 

Attir’d  with  Stars,  we  fhall  for  ever  lit. 

Triumphing  over  Death,  and  Chance,  and  thee 
O  Time. 


Upon  the  Circumcifion. 

E  flaming  Powers,  and  winged  Warriours 
bright,  [fong 

That  erft  with  Muflck,  and  triumphant 
Firft  heard  by  happy  watchful  Shepherds  ear. 

So  fweetly  fung  your  Joy  the  Clouds  along 
Through  the  foft  filence  of  the  lift’ning  night ; 
Now  mourn,  and  if  fad  fhare  with  us  to  bear 
Your  fiery  eflfence  can  diftill  no  tear, 

Burn  in  your  fighs,  and  borrow 
Seas  wept  from  our  deep  forrow, 

He  who  with  all  Heav’ns  heraldry  whilear  10 
Enter’d  the  world,  now  bleeds  to  give  us  eafe ; 
Alas,  how  foon  our  fin 
Sore  doth  begin 

His  Infancy  to  feafe  ! 

O  more  exceeding  love  or  law  more  juft  ? 

Juft  law  indeed,  but  more  exceeding  love  ! 

For  we  by  rightful  doom  remediles 
Were  loft  in  death,  till  he  that  dwelt  above 
High  thron’d  in  fecret  blifs,  for  us  frail  duft 
Emptied  his  glory,  ev’n  to  nakednes  ;  20 

And  that  great  Cov’nant  which  we  ftill  tranfgrefs 
Intirely  fatisfi’d, 
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And  the  full  wrath  befide 

Of  vengeful  Juftice  bore  for  our  excefs, 

And  feals  obedience  firft  with  wounding  fmart 
This  day,  but  O  ere  long 
Huge  pangs  and  ftrong 

Will  pierce  more  near  his  heart. 


At  a  folemo  Mufick. 

LEST  pair  of  Sirens,  pledges  of  Heav’ns 
joy,  [and  Vers* 

Sphear-born  harmonious  Sillers,  Voice, 
Wed  your  divine  founds,  and  mixt  power  employ. 
Dead  things  with  inbreath’d  fenfe  able  to  pierce. 
And  to  our  high-rais’d  phantafie  prefent, 

That  undifturbed  Song  of  pure  concent. 

Ay  fung  before  the  faphire-colour’d  throne 

To  him  that  fits  thereon 

With  Saintly  fhout,  and  folemn  Jubily, 

Where  the  bright  Seraphim  in  burning  row  10 
Their  loud  up-lifted  Angel  trumpets  blow, 

And  the  Cherubick  hoft  in  thoufand  quires 
Touch  their  immortal  Harps  of  golden  wires, 
With  thofe  juft  Spirits  that  wear  victorious  Palms, 
Hymns  devout  and  holy  Pfalms 
Singing  everlaftingly ; 

That  we  on  Earth  with  undifcording  voice 
May  rightly  anfwer  that  melodious  noife ; 

As  once  we  did,  till  difproportion’d  fin 
Jarr’d  againft  natures  chime,  and  with  harfh  din 
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Broke  the  fair  mulick  that  all  creatures  made  21 
To  their  great  Lord,  whole  love  their  motion  fway’d 
In  perfet  Diapafon,  whilft  they  ftood 
In  firft  obedience,  and  their  ftate  of  good. 

O  may  we  foon  again  renew  that  Song, 

And  keep  in  tune  with  Heav’n,  till  God  ere  long 
To  his  celeftial  confort  us  unite, 

To  live  with  him,  and  ling  in  endles  morn  of  light. 


An  Epitaph  on  the  Marchionefs  of 

JV inch  eft  er. 

iiJ:HIS  rich  Marble  doth  enterr 

The  honour’d  Wife  of  Winchejier , 

A  Vicounts  daughter,  an  Earls  heir, 
Befides  what  her  vertues  fair 
Added  to  her  noble  birth, 

More  then  fhe  could  own  from  Earth. 

Summers  three  times  eight  fave  one 
She  had  told,  alafs  too  foon, 

After  fo  fhort  time  of  breath. 

To  houfe  with  darknefs,  and  with  death. 

Yet  had  the  number  of  her  days 
Bin  as  compleat  as  was  her  praife, 

Nature  and  fate  had  had  no  ftrife 
In  giving  limit  to  her  life. 

Her  high  birth,  and  her  graces  fweet, 

Quickly  found  a  lover  meet ; 

The  Virgin  quire  for  her  requeft 
The  God  that  fits  at  marriage  feaft ; 


10 


MISCELLANEOUS  POEMS. 


He  at  their  invoking  came 

But  with  a  fcarce-wel-lighted  flame ; 

And  in  his  Garland  as  he  flood, 

Ye  might  difcern  a  Cyprefs  bud. 

Once  had  the  early  Matrons  run 
To  greet  her  of  a  lovely  fon, 

And  now  with  fecond  hope  fhe  goes. 
And  calls  Lncina  to  her  throws ; 

But  whether  by  mifchance  or  blame 
Atropos  for  Lucina  came  ; 

And  with  remorfles  cruelty, 

Spoil’d  at  once  both  fruit  and  tree  : 
The  haples  Babe  before  his  birth 
Had  burial,  yet  not  laid  in  earth, 

And  the  languifht  Mothers  Womb 
Was  not  long  a  living  Tomb. 

So  have  I  feen  fome  tender  flip 
Sav’d  with  care  from  Winters  nip, 
The  pride  of  her  carnation  train, 
Pluck’t  up  by  fom  unheedy  fwain, 
Who  onely  thought  to  crop  the  flowr 
New  (hot  up  from  vernal  Ihowr ; 

But  the  fair  bloffom  hangs  the  head 
Side-ways  as  on  a  dying  bed, 

And  thofe  Pearls  of  dew  (he  wears. 
Prove  to  be  prefaging  tears 
Which  the  fad  morn  had  let  fall 
On  her  haft’ning  funerall. 

Gentle  Lady  may  thy  grave 
Peace  and  quiet  ever  have  ; 

After  this  thy  travel  fore 
Sweet  reft  feafe  thee  evermore, 
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That  to  give  the  world  encreafe, 

Shortned  haft  thy  own  lives  leafe  ; 

Here,  befides  the  borrowing 
That  thy  noble  Houfe  doth  bring, 

Here  be  tears  of  perfect  moan 
Weept  for  thee  in  Helicon , 

And  fom  Flowers,  and  fome  Bays, 

For  thy  Hears  to  ftrew  the  ways, 

Sent  thee  from  the  banks  of  Came , 

Devoted  to  thy  vertuous  name ; 

Whilft  thou  bright  Saint  high  fit’ft  in  glory. 
Next  her  much  like  to  thee  in  ftory, 

That  fair  Syrian  Shepherdefs, 

Who  after  yeers  of  barrennefs. 

The  highly  favour’d  Jofeph  bore 
To  him  that  fcrv’d  for  her  before, 

And  at  her  next  birth  much  like  thee. 
Through  pangs  fled  to  felicity. 

Far  within  the  boofom  bright 
Of  blazing  Majefty  and  Light, 

There  with  thee,  new  welcom  Saint, 

Like  fortunes  may  her  foul  acquaint. 

With  thee  there  clad  in  radiant  fheen, 

No  Marchionefs,  but  now  a  Queen. 
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On  May  Morning. 


the  bright  morning  Star,  Dayes  har¬ 
binger,  [with  her 

Comes  dancing  from  the  Baft,  and  leads 
The  Flo  wry  May ,  who  from  her  green  lap  throws 
The  yellow  Cowflip,  and  the  pale  Primrofe, 

Hail  bounteous  May  that  doft  infpire 
Mirth  and  youth  and  warm  defire, 

Woods  and  Groves  are  of  thy  dreffing' 

Hill  and  Dale  doth  boaft  thy  blefting. 

Thus  we  falute  thee  with  our  early  Song, 

And  welcom  thee,  and  wifh  thee  long.  io 


On  Shakefpear .  1630. 

HAT  needs  my  Shakefpear  for  his  ho¬ 
nour’d  Bones, 

The  labour  of  an  age  in  piled  Stones, 
Or  that  his  hallow’d  reliques  fhould  be  hid 
Under  a  Star-y pointing  Pyramid ? 

Dear  fon  of  memory,  great  heir  of  Fame, 

What  need’ft  thou  fuch  weak  witnefs  of  thy  name? 
Thou  in  our  wonder  and  aftonifhment 
Haft  built  thy  felf  a  live-long  Monument. 

For  whilft  to  th’fhame  of  flow-endeavouring  art, 
Thy  eafie  numbers  flow,  and  that  each  heart  io 
Hath  from  the  leaves  of  thy  unvalu’d  Book, 
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Thofe  Delphick  lines  with  deep  impreffion  took, 
Then  thou  our  fancy  of  it  felf  bereaving, 

Ooft  make  us  Marble  with  too  much  conceaving; 
And  fo  Sepulcher’d  in  fuch  pomp  doft  lie, 

That  Kings  for  fuch  a  Tomb  would  wiffi  to  die. 


On  the  Univerfity  Carrier, 

who  fickn’d  in  the  time  of  his  vacancy, 

being  forbid  to  go  to  London , 

by  reafon  of  the  Plague. 


ERE  lies  old  Hobfon ,  Death  hath  broke 
his  girt, 

And  here  alas,  hath  laid  him  in  the  dirt, 
Or  elfe  the  ways  being  foul,  twenty  to  one, 

He’s  here  ftuck  in  a  Hough,  and  overthrown. 
’Twas  fuch  a  fhifter,  that  if  truth  were  known, 
Death  was  half  glad  when  he  had  got  him  down  ; 
For  he  had  any  time  this  ten  yeers  full. 

Dodg’d  with  him,  betwixt  Cambridge  and  the  Bull. 
And  furely,  Death  could  never  have  prevail’d, 
Had  not  his  weekly  courfe  of  carriage  fail’d  ;  10 

But  lately  finding  him  fo  long  at  home, 

And  thinking  now  his  journeys  end  was  come, 
And  that  he  had  tane  up  his  lateft  Inne, 

In  the  kind  office  of  a  Chamberlin 

She  w’d  him  his  room  where  he  muft  lodge  that  night, 

Pull’d  of  his  Boots,  and  took  away  the  light: 

If  any  alk  for  him,  it  ffiall  be  fed, 

Hobfon  has  fupt,  and’s  newly  gon  to  bed. 
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Another  on  the  fame. 

ERE  lieth  one  who  did  moft  truly  prove, 
That  he  could  never  die  while  he  could 
move, 

So  hung  his  deftiny  never  to  rot 
While  he  might  ftill  jogg  on  and  keep  his  trot, 
Made  of  fphear-metal,  never  to  decay 
Untill  his  revolution  was  at  ftay. 

Time  numbers  motion,  yet  (without  a  crime 
’Gainft  old  truth)  motion  number’d  out  his  time: 
And  like  an  Engin  mov’d  with  wheel  and  waight, 
His  principles  being  ceaft,  he  ended  ftrait,  io 
Reft  that  gives  all  men  life,  gave  him  his  death, 
And  too  much  breathing  put  him  out  of  breath  ; 
Nor  were  it  contradi&ion  to  affirm 
Too  long  vacation  haftned  on  his  term. 

Meerly  to  drive  the  time  away  he  fickn’d. 
Fainted,  and  died,  nor  would  with  Ale  be  quick rfd. 
Nay,  quoth  he,  on  his  fwooning  bed  out-ftretch’d, 
If  I  may  not  carry,  fure  I’le  ne’re  be  fetch’d, 

But  vow  though  the  crofs  Doctors  all  ftood  hearers. 
For  one  Carrier  put  down  to  make  fix  bearers.  20 
Eafe  was  his  chief  difeafe,  and  to  judge  right, 

Ele  di’d  for  heavinefs  that  his  Cart  went  light. 
His  leafure  told  him  that  his  time  was  com, 

And  lack  of  load,  made  his  life  burdenfom, 

That  even  to  his  laft  breath  (ther  be  that  fay’t) 

As  he  were  preft  to  death,  he  cry’d  more  waight; 
But  had  his  doings  lafted  as  they  were, 
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He  had  been  an  immortal  Carrier. 

Obedient  to  the  Moon  he  fpent  his  date 
In  cours  reciprocal,  and  had  his  fate  30 

Linkt  to  the  mutual  flowing  of  the  Seas, 

Yet  (ftrange  to  think)  his  wain  was  his  increafe  : 
His  Letters  are  deliver’d  all  and  gon, 

Only  remains  this  fuperfcription. 


The  Fifth  Ode  of  Horace .  Lib,  1. 

Quis  multa  gracilis  te  puer  in  Rofa,  Rendred 
almoji  word  for  word  without  Rhyme  according  to 
the  Latin  Meafure ,  as  near  as  the  Language  will 
permit . 

HAT  flenber  Youth  bedew’d  with  liquid 
odours  [Cave, 

Courts  thee  on  Rofes  in  fome  pleafant 
Pyrrha  for  whom  bindft  thou 
In  wreaths  thy  golden  Hair, 

Plain  in  thy  neatnefs ;  O  how  oft  {hall  he 
On  Faith  and  changed  Gods  complain  :  and  Seas 
Rough  writh  black  winds  and  ilorms 
Unwonted  {hall  admire: 

Who  now  enjoyes  thee  credulous,  all  Gold, 

Who  alwayes  vacant,  alwayes  amiable  10 

Hopes  thee  ;  of  flattering  gales 
Unmindfull.  Haplefs  they 
T o  whom  thou  untry’d  feem’ft  fair.  Me  in  my  vow’d 
Picture  the  facred  wall  declares  t’have  hung 
My  dank  and  dropping  weeds 
T  o  the  ftern  God  of  Sea. 
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Geoffrey  of  Monmouth . 

Brutus  thus  addrejfes  Diana  in  the  country  of 

Leogecia. 

iODDESS  of  Shades,  and  Huntrefs,  who 
at  will  [through  the  deep, 

Walk’d:  on  the  rowling  Sphear,  and 
On  thy  third  Reign  the  Earth  look  now,  and  tell 
What  Land,  what  Seat  of  reft  thou  bidft  me  feek. 
What  certain  Seat,  where  I  may  worlhip  thee 
For  aye,  with  Temples  vow’d,  and  Virgin  quires. 

To  whom  flee  ping  before  the  Altar ,  Diana  in  a  Vifon 

that  night  thus  anfwerd . 

Brutus  far  to  the  Weft,  in  th’  Ocean  wide 
Beyond  the  Realm  of  Gaul,  a  Land  there  lies, 
Sea-girt  it  lies,  where  Giants  dwelt  of  old. 

Now  void,  it  fits  thy  People  ;  thether  bend 
Thy  courfe,  there  (halt  thou  find  a  lafting  feat, 
There  to  thy  Sons  another  Troy  fhall  rife, 

And  Kings  be  born  of  thee,  whofe  dredded  might 
Shall  aw  the  World,  and  conquer  Nations  bold. 


Dante. 

A  LI  Conjlantine ,  of  how  much  ill  was  caufe 
jS^ot  thy  Converfion,  but  thofe  rich  demains 
That  the  firft  wealthy  Pope  receiv’d  of  thee. 
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Dante. 


T^OUNDED  in  chaft  and  humble  Poverty, 

A  ’Gainft  them  that  rais’d  thee  doft  thou  lift  thy 
hornj 

Impudent  whoore,  where  haft  thou  plac’d  thy  hope? 
In  thy  Adulterers,  or  thy  ill  got  wealth  ? 

Another  Conftantine  comes  not  in  haft. 


Ariofto. 

niHHEN  paft  he  to  a  dowry  Mountain  green,  . 
A  Which  once  fmelt  fweet,now  ftinks  as  odioufly ; 
This  was  that  gift  (if  you  the  truth  will  have) 
That  Conftantine  to  good  Sylvejiro  gave. 


Horace. 

do  we  count  a  good  man,  whom  but 

Who  keeps  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  the  Senate, 
Who  judges  in  great  fuits  and  controverftes, 
Whofe  witnefs  and  opinion  wins  the  caufe? 

But  his  own  houfe,  and  the  whole  neighbourhood 
Sees  his  foul  infide  through  his  whited  fkin. 


Horace. 

HEPower  that  did  create,  can  change  the  Scene 
Of  things;  make  mean  of  great,  and  great  of 
mean  : 
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The  brighteft  Glory  can  eclipfe  with  Night ; 

And  place  the  moft  obfcure  in  dazling  Light. 


Horace. 

ALL  barb’rous  People,  and  their  Princes  too, 
All  Purple  Tyrants  honour  you  ; 

The  very  wandring  Scythians  do. 

Support  the  Pillar  of  the  Roman  State, 

Left  all  Men  be  involv’d  in  one  Mans  fate. 
Continue  us  in  Wealth  and  Peace; 

Let  Wars  and  Tumults  ever  ceafe. 


Catullus. 


THE  worft  of  Poets,  I  my  felf  declare. 

By  how  much  you  the  beft  of  Patrons  are. 


Ovid. 


A  BSTAIN,  as  Manhood  you  efteem, 

^  ^  From  Salmacis  pernicious  Stream: 

If  but  one  moment  there  you  ftay. 

Too  dear  you’l  for  your  Bathing  pay. - 

Depart  nor  Man  nor  Woman,  but  a  Sight 
Difgracing  both,  a  loath’d  Hermaphrodite. 


Euripides. 

THIS  is  true  Liberty,  when  free-born  Men, 
Having  to  advife  the  Public,  may  fpeak  free, 
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Which  he  who  can,  and  will,  deferv’s  high  praife ; 
Who  neither  can  nor  will,  may  hold  his  peace ; 
What  can  be  jufter  in  a  State  then  this? 


Virgil. 


NO  Eajlern  Nation  ever  did  adore 

The  Majefty  of  Soveraign  Princes  more. 


Virgil. 


A  ND  Britains  interwove  held  the  Purple 
Hangings. 


Horace. 


LAUGHING  to  teach  the  truth 

What  hinders  ?  as  fome  teachers  give  to  Boys 
Junkets  and  knacks,  that  they  may  learne  apace. 


Horace. 


JESTING  decides  great  things 

Stronglier,  and  better  oft  then  earned;  can. 


Sophocles. 


*HT^IS  you  that  fay  it,  not  I ;  you  do  the  deeds, 
A  And  your  ungodly  deeds  find  me  the  words. 
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Seneca. 

HPHERE  can  be  flaine 
-A  No  facrifice  to  God  more  acceptable 
Then  an  unjuft  and  wicked  King. 


Terence. 


IN  iilence  now,  and  with  attention  wait, 

A  That  ye  may  learn  what  th’Eunuch  has  to  prate. 


Homer. 


GLAUCUS ,  in  Lycia  we’re  adorn’d  like  Gods;: 
What  makes  ’twixt  us  and  others  fo  great 
odds  ? 


Epigram  on  Salmafius  s  Hundreda. 

WHO  taught  Salmafius ,  that  French  chatt’ring 
Pye, 

To  aim  at  Englijh ,  and  PIunbreda  cry? 

The  ftarving  Rafcal,  Audit  with  juft  a  Hundred 
Englijh  Jacobuffes,  Hundreda  blunder’d. 

An  out-law’d  King’s  laft  ftock.  A  hundred  more, 
Would  make  him  pimp  for  th’Antichriftian  Whore; 
And  in  Rome's  praife  Employ  his  poyfon’d  Breath, 
Who  threatn’d  once  to  ftink  the  Pope  to  death. 
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On  the  new  forcers  of  Conference 

under  the  Long  Parliament. 

ECAUSE  you  have  thrown  of  your  Pre¬ 
late  Lord,  [turgie 

And  with  ftiff  Vowes  renounc’d  his  Li- 
To  feife  the  widdow’d  whore  Pluralitie 
From  them  whofe  fin  ye  envi’d,  not  abhor’d, 
Dare  ye  for  this  adjure  the  Civill  Sword 

To  force  our  Confciences  that  Chrift  fet  free,  ^ 
And  ride  us  with  a  claflic  Hierarchy 
Taught  ye  by  meer  A.  S.  and  Rotherford ? 

Men  whofe  Life,  Learning,  Faith  and  pure  intent 
Would  have  been  held  in  high  efteem  with  Paul 
Muft  now  be  nam’d  and  printed  Hereticks  u 
By  fhallow  Edwards  and  Scotch  what  d’ye  call : 
But  we  do  hope  to  find  out  all  your  tricks, 
Your  plots  and  packing  wors  then  thofe  of  Trent , 

That  fo  the  Parliament 

May  with  their  wholfom  and  preventive  Shears 
Clip  your  Phyladleries,  though  bauk  your  Ears, 

And  fuccour  our  juft  Fears 
When  they  fhall  read  this  clearly  in  your  charge 
New  Prejbyter  is  but  Old  Prieji  writ  Large. 


Sonnets. 

I. 

NIGHTINGALE,  that  on  yon  bloomy 
Spray  [are  ftill, 

Warbl’ft  at  eeve,  when  all  the  Woods 
Thou  with  frefti  hope  the  Lovers  heart  doft  fill, 
While  the  jolly  hours  lead  on  propitious  May, 
Thy  liquid  notes  that  clofe  the  eye  of  Day, 

Firft  heard  before  the  fhallow  Cuccoo’s  bill 
Portend  fuccefs  in  love  ;  G  if  Jove’s  will 
Have  linkt  that  amorous  power  to  thy  foft  lay. 
Now  timely  fing,  ere  the  rude  Bird  of  Hate 
Foretell  my  hopeles  doom  in  fom  Grove  ny: 

As  thou  from  year  to  year  haft  fung  too  late 
For  my  relief;  yet  hadft  no  reafon  why, 

Whether  the  Mufe,  or  Love  call  thee  his  mate. 
Both  them  I  ferve,  and  of  their  train  am  I. 

II. 

ONN A  leggiadra  il  cui  bel  nome  honor  a 
U herhofa  val  di  Rheito ,  e  il  nobil  varco , 

Bene  e  colui  d’ogni  valor e  Jcarco 
£>ual  tuo  fpirto  gentil  non  innajnora , 
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Che  dolcemente  mojira  Ji  di  fnora 
De  fui  atti  foavi  giamai parco , 

E  i  don  ,  che  fon  d' amor  faette  ed  arco. 

La  onde  f  alta  tua  virtu  s' injiora . 

^uando  tu  vaga  parity  o  heta  canti 
Che  mover  poffa  duro  alpejire  legno , 

Guardi  ciafcun  a  gli  occhi,  ed  a  gli  orecchi 
L’entrata,  chi  di  te  Ji  truova  indegno  ; 

Gratia  fola  di  fu  gli  vaglia ,  inanti 
Che'  l  difio  amor  of o  al  cuor  s'  invecc  hi. 

III. 

QUAL  in  colle  afpro ,  al  imbrunir  di  fera 
L'avezza  giovinetta  pajlorella 
Va  bagnando  I'herbetta  firana  e  bella 
Che  mal  fi  fpande  a  difufata  fpera 
Fuor  di  fua  natia  alma  primavera , 

Coji  amor  meco  inju  la  lingua  Jhella 
Defa  il for  novo  di Jlrania  favella , 
Mentre  io  di  te,  vezzofamente  altera , 
Canto ,  dal  mio  buon  popol  non  intefo 
E' l  bel  Tamigi  cangio  col  bel  Arno. 

Amor  lo  volfe ,  ed  io  a  T altrui  pefo 
Seppi  ch'  Amor  cofa  mai  volfe  indarno . 

L)eh  !  fofs '  il  mio  cuor  lento  e' l  duro  feno 
A  chi  plant  a  dal  del  fi  buon  terreno . 
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CANZONE. 

IDONSI  donne  e  giovani  amorofi 
M  accoftandoji  attorno 9  e  perche  fcrivi , 
Perche  tu  fcrivi  in  lingua  ignota  e  flrana 
Verfeggiando  d' amor ,  e  come  f of  ? 

Dinne,fe  la  tua fpeme  fia  mai  van  a , 

E  de  penferi  lo  miglior  f  arrivi ; 

Cofi  mi  van  burlando ,  altri  rivi 
Altri  lidi  f  afpettan ?  &  'alt re  onde 
Nolle  cui  verdi  fponde 

S punt  at  i  ad  hor ,  ad  hor  a  la  tua  chioma  10 

Id  immortal  guiderdon  d’eterne  frondi 
Perche  alle  fpalle  tue  Joverchia  foma  ? 

Canzon  dirotti ,  e  tu  per  me  rifpondi 
Dice  mia  Donna ,  el  fuo  dir ,  e  il  mio  cuore 
Epuefla  e  lingua  di  cui  Ji  vanta  Amore . 

IV. 

Diodati,  e  ted  diro  con  maraviglia , 

£{uel  ritrofo  io  cli amor  fpreggiar  folea 
E  de  fuoi  lacci  fpeffo  mi  ridea 
Gia  caddi ,  ovdiuom  dabben  talhor  s' impiglia . 

Ne  treccie  d' or o,  ne  guancia  vermiglia 
M'  abbaglian  f)  ma  fotto  nova  taea 
Pellegrina  bellezza  ched  cuor  be  a, 

Portamenti  alti  honejii \  e  nelle  cigha 
Spuel  fereno  fulgor  dl  amabil  nero , 

Parole  adorne  di  lingua  piu  d'una , 

Ed  cantar  che  di  mezzo  Aiemi/pero 


IO 
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Traviar  ben  puo  la  fat  ic  of  a  Luna , 

E  degli  occhi  fuoi  auventa  f  gran  fuoco 
Che  rincerar  gli  orecchi  mi  fa  poco . 

V. 

PER  certo  i  bei  vofr  occhi,  Donna  mia 
EJfer  non  puo  che  non  fan  lo  mio  foie 
Si  mi  percuoton  forte,  come  ei  fuole 
Per  r arene  di  Libia  chi  s  invia, 

Mentre  un  caldo  vapor  f  ne  fenti  pria ) 

Da  quel  lato  fi  fpinge  ove  mi  duole, 

Che  forfe  amanti  nelle  lor  parole 
Chi  am  an  fofpir  ;  io  non  fo  che  f  fa  : 

Parte  rinchiufa,  e  turbida  fi  cela 

Scofo  mi  il  petto,  e  poi  n  ufeendo  poco 
fuivi  cF  at  tor  no  o  s’  agghiaccia,  o  s’  ingiel a  ; 
Ma  quanto  a  gli  occhi  giunge  e  trovar  loco 
Tutte  le  notti  a  me  fuol  far  piov of e 
Finche  mia  Alba  rivien  colma  di  rofe . 


VI. 

G  10  V AN E  piano,  e  femplicet  to  amante 
Poi  che  fuggir  me  flefo  indubbio  fono. 
Madonna  a  voi  del  mio  cuor  V humil  dono 
Faro  divoto  ;  io  certo  a  prove  tante 
L’hebbi  fedele,  intrepido ,  coflante, 

De  penfieri  leggiadro,  accorto,  e  buono  ; 
Sfuando  rugge  il  gran  mondo ,  e  fcocca  il  tuono 
S’arma  di  fe,  d’  intero  diamante, 

Tanto  del  forfe ,  e  d’  invidia  ficuro. 
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Di  timoriy  e  fperanze  al  popol  ufe  io 

Quanto  d'ingegno ,  e  d*  alto  valor  vago , 

E  di  cetra  fonora ,  a  delle  mufe : 

Sol  troverete  in  tal  parte  men  duro 
Ove  amor  mife  I'infanabil  ago . 


VII. 

T  T  O  W  foon  hath  time  the  futtle  theef  of  youth, 
Stoln  on  his  wing  my  three  and  twentieth 
yeer! 

My  halting  dayes  file  on  with  full  career, 

But  my  late  fpring  no  bud  or  bloffom  flhew’th. 
Perhaps  my  femblance  might  deceive  the  truth, 
That  I  to  manhood  am  arriv’d  fo  near, 

And  inward  ripenes  doth  much  lefs  appear, 
That  fom  more  timely-happy  fpirits  indu’th. 
Yet  be  it  lefs  or  more,  or  foon  or  flow, 

It  fhall  be  ftill  in  ftridteft  meafure  ee^’n,  io 
To  that  fame  lot,  however  mean  or  high, 
Toward  which  Time  leads  me,  and  the  will  of 
All  is,  if  I  have  grace  to  ufe  it  fo,  [Heav’n; 
As  ever  in  my  great  taflv  Mafters  eye. 


VIII. 


/jOAPTAIN  or  Colonel,  or  Knight  in  Arms, 
Whofe  chance  on  thefe  defencelefs  dores 
may  feafe, 

If  deed  of  honour  did  thee  ever  pleafe, 

Guard  them,  and  him  within  protedt  from  harms, 

M 
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He  can  requite  thee,  for  he  knows  the  charms 
That  call  Fame  on  fuch  gentle  adls  as  thefe. 
And  he  can  fpred  thy  Name  o’re  Lands  and  Seas, 
What  ever  clime  the  Suns  bright  circle  warms. 
Lift  not  thy  fpear  againft  the  Mufes  Bowre, 

The  great  Emathian  Conqueror  bid  fpare  xo 
The  houfe  of  Pindarus,  when  Temple andTowre 
Went  to  the  ground:  And  the  repeated  air 
Of  fad  EleBrd s  Poet  had  the  power 
To  fave  th’ Athenian  Walls  from  ruine  bare. 

IX. 

T  ADY  that  in  the  prime  of  earlieft  youth, 

Wifely  hath  fhun’d  the  broad  way  and  the 
green. 

And  with  thofe  few  art  eminently  feen, 

That  labour  up  the  Hill  of  heav’nly  Truth, 
The  better  part  with  Mary  and  with  Ruth , 

Chofen  thou  haft,  and  they  that  overween, 

And  at  thy  growing  vertues  fret  their  fpleen, 
No  anger  find  in  thee,  but  pity  and  ruth. 

Thy  care  is  fixt  and  zealoufly  attends  9 

To  fill  thy  odorous  Lamp  with  deeds  of  light. 
And  Hope  that  reaps  not  flhame.  Therefore  be 
fure  [friends 

Thou,  when  the  Bridegroom  with  his  feaftfuli 
Pafles  to  blifs  at  the  mid  hour  of  night, 

Haft  gain’d  thy  entrance,  Virgin  wife  and  pure. 
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T^|AUGHTER  to  that  good  Earl,  once  Prefident 
Of  England s  Counfel,  and  her  Trealury, 
Who  liv’d  in  both,  unftain’d  with  gold  or  fee. 
And  left  them  both,  more  in  himfelf  content. 
Till  the  fad  breaking  of  that  Parlament 
Broke  him,  as  that  difhoneft  vidtory 
At  Cheer  one  a,  fatal  to  liberty 
Kill’d  with  report  that  Old  man  eloquent, 
Though  later  born,  then  to  have  known  the  dayes 
Wherin  your  Father  flourifht,  yet  by  you,  10 
Madam,  me  thinks  I  fee  him  living  yet ; 

So  well  your  words  his  noble  vertues  praife, 

That  all  both  judge  you  to  relate  them  true, 
And  to  poffefs  them,  Honour’d  Margaret . 


XI. 

A  BOOK  was  writ  of  late  call’d  Tetrachordon; 
XJl.  And  wov’n  clofe,  both  matter,  form  and  ftile ; 
The  Subjedt  new:  it  walk’d  the  Town  a  while, 
Numbring  good  intelledts;  nowfeldom  por’d  on. 
Cries  the  ftall-reader,  blefs  us !  what  a  word  on 
A  title  page  is  this !  and  fome  in  file 
Stand  fpellingfals, while  one  might  walk  to  Mile- 
End  Green.  Why  is  it  harder  Sirs  then  Gordon, 
Colkitto,  or  Macdonnel,  or  Galafp  ?  [fleek 

Thofe  rugged  names  to  our  like  mouths  grow 
That  would  have  made  Quintilian  ftare  and  gafp. 
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Thy  age,  like  ours,  O  Soul  of  Sir  John  Cheek , 
Hated  not  Learning  wors  then  Toad  or  Afp  ; 
When  thou  taught’ft  Cambridge ,  and  King  Ed¬ 
ward  Greek. 


XII.  On  the  fame . 

T  DID  but  prompt  the  age  to  quit  their  cloggs 
A  By  the  known  rules  of  antient  libertie. 

When  ftrait  a  barbarous  noife  environs  me 
Of  Owles  and  Cuckoes,  Afles,  Apes,  and  Doggs. 
As  when  thofe  Hinds  that  were  transform’d  to 
Raild  at  Latond s  twin-born  progenie  [Froggs 
Which  after  held  the  Sun  and  Moon  in  fee. 
But  this  is  got  by  calling  Pearl  to  Hoggs ; 

That  bawle  for  freedom  in  their  fencelefs  mood. 
And  ftill  revolt  when  truth  would  fet  them  free. 
Licence  they  mean  when  they  cry  libertie  ; 

For  who  loves  that,  mu  ft  firft  be  wife  and  good ; 
But  from  that  mark  how  far  they  roave  we  fee 
For  all  this  waft  of  wealth,  and  lofs  of  blood. 


XIII.  To  Mr.  H.  Lawes,  on  his  Aires . 

ARRT whofe  tuneful  and  well  meafur’d  Son 2: 
F irft  taught  our  Englifh Mufickhow to fpan 
Words  with  juft  note  and  accent,  not  to  fcan 
With  Midas  Ears,  committing  fhort  and  long; 
Thy  worth  and  fkill  exempts  thee  from  the  throng, 
With  praife  enough  for  Envy  to  look  wan  ; 

To  after  age  thou  fhalt  be  writ  the  man. 
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That  with  fmooth  aire  couldft  humor  bed:  our 
tongue. 

Thou  honour’d:  V erfe,  and  V erfe  muft  fend  her  wing 
To  honour  thee,  the  Prieft  of  Phcebus  Quire 
That  tun’d:  their  happieft  lines  in  Hymn,  or  Story. 
Dante  fhall  give  Fame  leave  to  fet  thee  higher 
Then  his  Cafella  whom  he  woo’d  to  dng 
Met  in  the  milder  fliades  of  Purgatory. 
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Faith  and  Love  which  parted  from 
"  *  thee  never. 

Had  ripen’d  thy  j  uft  foul  to  dwell  with  God, 
Meekly  thou  didft  redgn  this  earthly  load 
-Of  Death,  call’d  Life;  which  us  from  Life  doth 
fever. 

Thy  Works  and  Alms  and  all  thy  good  Endeavour 
Staid  not  behind,  nor  in  the  grave  were  trod; 
But  as  Faith  pointed  with  her  golden  rod, 
Follow’d  thee  up  to  joy  and  blifs  for  ever. 

Love  led  them  on,  and  Faith  who  knew  them  bed: 
Thy  hand-maids,  clad  them  o’re  with  purple 
beams 

And  azure  wings,  that  up  they  flew  fo  dreft, 
And  fpeak  the  truth  of  thee  on  glorious  Theams 
Before  the  Judge,  who  thenceforth  bid  thee  red: 
And  drink  thy  fill  of  pure  immortal  dreams. 
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XV.  To  my  Lord  Fairfax . 

TT^  AIR  FAX,  whofe  Name  in  Arms  through  En- 
rope  rings, 

And  fills  all  Mouths  with  Envy  or  with  Praife, 
And  all  her  Jealous  Monarchs  with  Amaze. 
And  Rumours  loud  which  daunt  remoteft  Kings, 
Thy  firm  unfhaken  Valour  ever  brings 
Victory  home,  while  new  Rebellions  raife 
Their  Hydra-heads,  and  the  falfe  North  difplays 
Her  broken  League  to  Imp  her  Serpent  Wings  : 
O  yet !  a  Nobler  talk  awaits  thy  Hand, 

For  what  can  War,  but  Adts  of  War  ftili  breed, 
Till  injur’d  Truth  from  Violence  be  freed ; 
And  publick  Faith  be  refcu’d  from  the  Brand 
Of  publick  Fraud ;  in  vain  doth  Valour  bleed, 
While  Avarice  and  Rapine  lhares  the  Land. 


XVI.  To  Oliver  Cromwell. 

CROMWELL  our  Chief  of  Men,  that  through 
a  Croud, 

Not  of  War  only,  but  diftradtions  rude; 

Guided  by  Faith,  and  Matchlefs  Fortitude  : 

To  Peace  and  Truth,  thy  Glorious  way  haft 
Plough’d, 

And  on  the  neck  of  crowned  Fortune  proud 
Haft  rear’d  God’s  Trophies,  and  his  Work  pur- 
fued,  [imbru’d ; 

While  Darwent  Streams  with  Blood  of  Scots 
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And  Dumbarfield  refound  thy  Praifes  loud, 

And  Worcester*  s\j2l\xxz2X  Wreath;  yet  much  remains 
To  Conquer  dill ;  Peace  hath  her  Victories  10 
No  lefs  than  thofe  of  War;  new  Foes  arife 
Threatning  to  bind  our  Souls  in  fecular  Chains, 
Help  us  to  fave  Free  Confcience  from  the  paw 
Of  Hireling  Wolves,  whofe  Gofpel  is  their  Maw. 


XVII.  To  Sir  Henry  Vane. 


old. 

Then  whom  a  better  Senator  ne’re  held 
The  Helm  of  Rome ,  when  Gowns,  not  Arms, 


repell’d 

The  fierce  Epirote ,  and  the  African  bold, 
Whether  to  fettle  Peace,  or  to  unfold 

The  Drift  of  hollow  States,  hard  to  be  Spell’d ; 
Then  to  advife  how  War  may  bed:  be  upheld, 
Mann’d  by  her  Two  main  Nerves,  Iron  and  Gold, 
In  all  her  Equipage :  Befides,  to  know 

Both  Spiritual  and  Civil,  what  each  means, 
What  ferves  each,  thou  haft  learn’d,  which  few 
have  done. 

The  bounds  of  either  Sword  to  thee  we  owe  ; 
Therefore  on  thy  Right  hand  Religion  leans, 
And  reckons  thee  in  chief  her  Eldeft  Son. 
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XVIXL  On  the  late  Majfacher  in  Piemont. 


A  VENGE  O  Lord  thyflaughter’d  Saints,  whofe 
•**--*-  bones 

Lie  fcatter’d  on  the  Alpine  mountains  cold, 
Ev’n  them  who  kept  thy  truth  fo  pure  of  old 
When  all  our  Fathers  worfhip’t  Stocks  and  Stones, 
Forget  not  :  in  thy  book  record  their  groanes 
Who  were  thy  Sheep  and  in  their  antient  Fold 
Slayn  by  the  bloody  Piemontefe  that  roll’d 
Mother  with  Infant  down  the  Rocks.  Their 
moans 

The  Yales  redoubl’d  to  the  Hills,  and  they 

To  Heav’n.  Their  martyr’d  blood  and  afhes  fow 
O’re  all  th 'Italian  fields  where  Fill  doth  fway 
The  triple  Tyrant :  that  from  thefe  may  grow 
A  hunder’d-fold,  who  having  learnt  thy  way 
Early  may  fly  the  Babylonian  wo. 


XIX. 

^IfHEN  I  confi  derhow  my  light  is  fpent, 

*  *  E’re  half  my  days,  in  this  dark  world  and 
wide, 

And  that  one  Talent  which  is  death  to  hide, 
Lodg’d  with  me  ufelefs,  though  my  Soul  more 
bent 

To  ferve  therewith  my  Maker,  and  prefent 
My  true  account,  leaft  he  returning  chide, 
Doth  God  exad:  day-labour,  light  deny’d, 

I  fondly  afk  ;  But  patience  to  prevent 
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That  murmur,  foon  replies,  God  doth  not  need 
Either  man’s  work  or  his  own  gifts,  who  bed; 
Bear  his  milde  yoak,  they  ferve  him  bed:,  his  State 
Is  Kingly.  Thoufands  at  his  bidding  fpeed 
And  pod:  o’re  Land  and  Ocean  without  reft : 
They  alfo  ferve  who  only  ftand  and  waite. 


XX. 


AWRENCE  of  vertuous  Father  vertuous  Son, 
Now  that  the  Fields  are  dank,  and  ways  are 
mire, 

Where  fhall  we  fometimes  meet,  and  by  the  fire 
Help  waft  a  fullen  day  ;  what  may  be  won 
From  the  hard  Seafon  gaining  :  time  will  run 
On  fmoother,  till  Favonius  re-infpire 
The  frozen  earth  ;  and  cloth  in  frefh  attire 
The  Lillie  and  Rofe,that  neither  fow’dnor  fpun. 
What  neat  repaft  fhall  feaft  us,  light  and  choice, 
Of  Attick  taft,  with  Wine,  whence  we  may  rife 
To  hear  the  Lute  well  toucht,  or  artfull  voice 
Warble  immortal  Notes  and  Tujkan  Ay  re  ? 

He  who  of  thofe  delights  can  judge,  and  fpare 
To  interpofe  them  oft,  is  not  unwife. 


XXL 


VRIAC K,  whofeGrandfire  on  the  Royal  Bench 


y  Of  Brittifh  Themis ,  with  no  mean  applaufe 
Pronounc’t  and  in  his  volumes  taught  ourLawesy 
Which  others  at  their  Barr  fo  often  wrench : 
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To  day  deep  thoughts  refolve  with  me  to  drench 
In  mirth,  that  after  no  repenting  drawes ; 

Let  Euclid  reft  and  Archimedes  paufe, 

And  what  the  Swede  intend,  and  what  the  French . 
To  meafure  life,  learn  thou  betimes,  and  know 
Toward  folid  good  what  leads  the  neareft  way ; 
For  other  things  mild  Heav’n  a  time  ordains, 
And  difapproves  that  care,  though  wife  in  fhow, 
That  with  fuperfluous  burden  loads  the  day. 
And  when  God  fends  a  cheerful  hour,  refrains. 


XXII.  To  Mra  Cyriac  Skinner . 

Upon  his  Blindnefs. 

TRIAC  this  Three  years  day,  thefe  Eyes  though 
clear 

To  outward  view  of  blemifh  or  of  Spot, 

Bereft  of  Sight,  their  Seeing  have  forgot: 

Nor  to  their  idle  Orbs  doth  day  appear. 

Or  Sun,  or  Moon,  or  Star,  throughout  the  Year  ; 
Or  Man,  or  Woman ;  yet  I  argue  not 
Againft  Heaven’s  Hand,  or  Will,  nor  bate  one  jot 
Of  Heart  or  Hope;  but  ftill  bear  up,  and  fleer 
Right  onward.  What  fupports  me,  doft  thou  afk  ? 
The  Confcience,  Friend,  to  have  loft  them  over 
In  Liberties  Defence,  my  noble  talk  ;  [ply’d 
Of  which  all  Europe  rings  from  fide  to  fide. 
Thisthought  might  lead  me  through  thisiWorld’s 
vain  mafk 

Content,  though  blind,  had  I  no  other  Guide. 
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'A/|rETHOUGHT  I  faw  my  late  efpoufed  Saint 
Brought  to  me  like  Alcejlis  from  the  grave, 
Whom  Joves great  Son  to  her  glad  Hufband  gave, 
Refcu’d  from  death  by  force  thoughpale  and  faint. 
Mine  as  whom  wafht  from  fpot  of  child-bed  taint, 
Purification  in  the  old  Law  did  fave, 

And  fuch,  as  yet  once  more  I  truft  to  have 
Full  fight  of  her  in  Heaven  without  reftraint, 
Came  vefted  all  in  white,  pure  as  her  mind : 

Her  face  was  vail’d,  yet  to  my  fancied  fight, 
Love,  fweetnefs,  goodnefs,  in  her  perfon  fhin’d 
So  clear,  as  in  no  face  with  more  delight. 

But  O  as  to  embrace  me  fhe  enclin’d 
I  wak’d,  fhe  fled,  and  day  brought  back  my  night. 


PSAL.  I.  Done  into  Verfe ,  1653. 

LESS’D  is  the  man  who  hath  not  walk’d 

In  counfel  of  the  wicked,  and  ith’  way 
Of  finners  hath  not  ftood,  and  in  the  feat 
Of  fcorners  hath  not  fate.  But  in  the  great 
Jehovati s  Law  is  ever  his  delight, 

And  in  his  Law  he  ftudies  day  and  night. 

He  fhall  be  as  a  tree  which  planted  grows 
By  watry  ftreams,  and  in  his  feafon  knows 
To  yield  his  fruit,  and  his  leaf  fhall  not  fall, 

And  what  he  takes  in  hand  fhall  profper  all.  10 
Not  fo  the  wicked,  but  as  chaff  which  fann’d 
The  wind  drives,  fo  the  wicked  fhall  not  ftand 
In  judgment,  or  abide  their  tryal  then, 

Nor  finners  in  th’affembly  of  juft  men. 

For  the  Lord  knows  th’upright  way  of  the  juft, 
And  the  way  of  bad  men  to  ruine  mu  ft. 
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PSAL.  II.  Done  Aug.  8.  1653.  Terzetti. 

HY  do  the  Gentiles  tumult,  and  the  Na¬ 
tions  [earth  upftand 

Mufe  a  vain  thing,  the  Kings  of  th’ 
With  power,  and  Princes  in  their  Congrega¬ 
tions 

Lay  deep  their  plots  together  through  each  Land, 
Againft  the  Lord  and  his  Meffiah  dear. 

Let  us  break  off,  fay  they,  by  ftrength  of  hand 
Their  bonds,  and  call  from  us,  no  more  to  wear, 
Their  twilled  cords :  he  who  in  Heaven  doth 
dwell 

Shall  laugh,  the  Lord  lhall  feoff  them,  then  fevere 
Speak  to  them  in  his  wrath,  and  in  his  fell  10 
And  fierce  ire  trouble  them  ;  but  I  faith  hee 
Anointed  have  my  King  (though  ye  rebell) 

On  Sion  my  holi’  hill.  A  firm  decree 

I  will  declare  ;  the  Lord  to  me  hath  fay’d 
Thou  art  my  Son  I  have  begotten  thee 
This  day ;  afk  of  me,  and  the  grant  is  made  ; 

As  thy  poffeffion  I  on  thee  bellow 
Th’ Heathen,  and  as  thy  conquell  to  be  fway’d 
Earths  utmofl  bounds  :  them  lhalt  thou  bring  full 
low 

With  Iron  Scepter  bruis’d,  and  them  difperfe 
Like  to  a  potters  veffel  fhiver’d  fo.  21 

And  now  be  wife  at  length  ye  Kings  averfe 
Be  taught  ye  Judges  of  the  earth  ;  with  fear 
Jehovah  ferve,  and  let  your  joy  converfe 
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With  trembling ;  kifs  the  Son  leaft  he  appear 
In  anger  and  ye  perifh  in  the  way 
If  once  his  wrath  take  fire  like  fuel  fere. 
Happy  all  thofe  who  have  in  him  their  flay. 

PSAL.  III.  Aug.  9.  1653. 

When  he  fled  from  Abfalom. 

ORD  how  many  are  my  foes 
How  many  thofe 
That  in  arms  againft  me  rife 
Many  are  they 

That  of  my  life  diftruftfully  thus  fay, 

No  help  for  him  in  God  there  lies. 

But  thou  Lord  art  my  fhield  my  glory, 

Thee  through  my  ftory 
Th’  exalter  of  my  head  I  count 

Aloud  I  cry’d  10 

Unto  Jehovah,  he  full  foon  reply’d 
And  heard  me  from  his  holy  mount. 

I  lay  and  flept,  I  wak’d  again. 

For  my  fuflain 

Was  the  Lord.  Of  many  millions 
The  populous  rout 

I  fear  not  though  incamping  round  about 
They  pitch  againft  me  their  Pavillions. 

Rife  Lord,  fave  me  my  God  for  thou 

Haft  fmote  ere  now  20 

On  the  cheek-bone  all  my  foes, 

Of  men  abhor’d 

Haft  broke  the  teeth.  This  help  was  from  the 
Thy  bleffing  on  thy  people  flows.  [Lord ; 
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PSAL.  IV.  Aug.  io.  1653. 

NSWER  me  when  I  call 
God  of  my  righteoufnefs 
In  ftraights  and  in  diftrefs 
Thou  didft  me  difinthrall 
And  fet  at  large  ;  now  fpare, 

Now  pity  me,  and  hear  my  earned;  prai’r. 

Great  ones  how  long  will  ye 
My  glory  have  in  fcorn 
How  long  be  thus  forborn 

Still  to  love  vanity,  10* 

To  love,  to  feek,  to  prize 

Things  falfe  and  vain  and  nothing  elfe  but  lies  ? 
Yet  know  the  Lord  hath  chofe 
Chofe  to  himfelf  a  part 
The  good  and  meek  of  heart 
(For  whom  to  chufe  he  knows) 

Jehovah  from  on  high 

Will  hear  my  voyce  what  time  to  him  I  crie:. 
Be  aw’d,  and  do  not  fm, 

Speak  to  your  hearts  alone,  20 

Upon  your  beds,  each  one. 

And  be  at  peace  within. 

Offer  the  offerings  juft 

Of  righteoufnefs  and  in  Jehovah  trufL 
Many  there  be  that  fay 
Who  yet  will  (hew  us  good  ? 

Talking  like  this  worlds  brood  ;; 

But  Lord,  thus  let  me  pray, 
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On  us  lift  up  the  light 

Lift  up  the  favour  of  thy  count’nance  bright. 
Into  my  heart  more  joy  31 

And  gladnefs  thou  haft  put 
Then  when  a  year  of  glut 
Their  ftores  doth  over-cloy 
And  from  their  plenteous  grounds 

With  vaft  increafe  their  corn  and  wine  abounds 
In  peace  at  once  will  I 
Both  lay  me  down  and  deep 
For  thou  alone  doft  keep 

Me  fafe  where  ere  I  lie  40 

As  in  a  rocky  Cell 

Thou  Lord  alone  in  fafety  rnak’ft  me  dwell. 


PSAL.  V.  Aug.  12.  1653. 

EHOVAH  to  my  words  give  ear 
My  meditation  waigh 
The  voyce  of  my  complaining  hear 
My  King  and  God  for  unto  thee  I  pray. 

Jehovah  thou  my  early  voyce 
Shalt  in  the  morning  hear 
Ith’morning  I  to  thee  with  choyce 
Will  rank  my  Prayers,  and  watch  till  thou  appear. 
For  thou  art  not  a  God  that  takes 

In  wickednefs  delight  10 

Evil  with  thee  no  biding  makes 
Fools  or  mad  men  ftand  not  within  thy  light. 

All  workers  of  iniquity 

Thou  hat’ft ;  and  them  unbleft 
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Thou  wilt  deftroy  that  fpeak  a  ly 
The  bloodi’  and  guileful  man  God  doth  deteft. 
But  I  will  in  thy  mercies  dear 
Thy  numerous  mercies  go 
Into  thy  houfe ;  I  in  thy  fear 
Will  towards  thy  holy  temple  worfhip  low.  20 
Lord  lead  me  in  thy  righteoufnefs 
Lead  me  becaufe  of  thofe 
That  do  obferve  if  I  tranfgrefs. 

Set  thy  wayes  right  before,  where  my  Hep  goes. 
For  in  his  faltring  mouth  unftable 
No  word  is  firm  or  footh 
Their  infide,  troubles  miferable  ; 

An  open  grave  their  throat,  their  tongue  they 
fmooth. 

God,  find  them  guilty,  let  them  fall 

By  their  own  counfels  quell’d  ;  30 

Pufh  them  in  their  rebellions  all 
Still  on  ;  for  againft  thee  they  have  rebell’d  ; 

Then  all  who  truft  in  thee  fhall  bring 
Their  joy,  while  thou  from  blame 
Defend’d:  them,  they  fhall  ever  fing 
And  fhall  triumph  in  thee,  who  love  thy  name. 
For  thou  Jehovah  wilt  be  found 
To  blefs  the  juft  man  ftill. 

As  with  a  fihield  thou  wilt  furround 
Him  with  thy  lafting  favour  and  good  will.  40 
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PSAL.  VI.  Aug.  13.  1653. 

ORD  in  thine  anger  do  not  reprehend  me 
Nor  in  thy  hot  difpleafure  me  corredt ; 
Pity  me  Lord  for  I  am  much  dejedl 
Am  very  weak  and  faint ;  heal  and  amend  me, 
For  all  my  bones,  that  even  with  anguifh  ake, 

Are  troubled,  yea  my  foul  is  troubled  fore 
And  thou  O  Lord  how  long?  turn  Lord,  reftore 
My  foul,  O  fave  me  for  thy  goodnefs  fake 
For  in  death  no  remembrance  is  of  thee ; 

Who  in  the  grave  can  celebrate  thy  praife  ?  id 
Wearied  I  am  with  fighing  out  my  dayes, 

Nightly  my  Couch  I  make  a  kind  of  Sea ; 

My  Bed  I  water  with  my  tears ;  mine  Lie 

Through  grief  confumes,  is  waxen  old  and  dark 
Ith’  mid’ft  of  all  mine  enemies  that  mark. 

Depart  all  ye  that  work  iniquitie. 

Depart  from  me,  for  the  voice  of  my  wreeping 
The  Lord  hath  heard,  the  Lord  hath  heard  my 
prai’r 

My  application  with  acceptance  fair 

The  Lord  will  own,  and  have  me  in  his  keeping. 
Mine  enemies  fhall  all  be  blank  and  dafh’t  21 
With  much  confufion ;  then  grow  red  with 
fhame, 

They  fhall  return  in  haft  the  way  they  came 
And  in  a  moment  (hall  be  quite  abafh’t. 
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PSAL.  VII.  Aug .  14,  1653. 

Upon  the  words  of  Chufh  the  Benjamite  againjl  him. 

ORD  my  God  to  thee  I  flie 
Save  me  and  fecure  me  under 
Thy  protection  while  I  crie 
Leaft  as  a  Lion  (and  no  wonder) 

He  haft  to  tear  my  Soul  afunder 
Tearing  and  no  refcue  nigh. 

Lord  my  God  if  I  have  thought 
Or  done  this,  if  wickednefs 
Be  in  my  hands,  if  I  have  wrought 
Ill  to  him  that  meant  me  peace,  10 

Or  to  him  have  render’d  lefs, 

And  not  fre’d  my  foe  for  naught ; 

Let  th’ enemy  purfue  my  foul 
And  overtake  it,  let  him  tread 
My  life  down  to  the  earth  and  roul 
In  the  duft  my  glory  dead, 

In  the  duft  and  there  out  fpread 
Lodge  it  with  difhonour  foul. 

Rife  Jehovah  in  thine  ire 

Rouze  thy  felf  amidft  the  rage  20 

Of  my  foes  that  urge  like  fire  ; 

And  wake  for  me,  their  furi’  aflwage ; 
Judgment  here  thou  didft  ingage 
And  command  which  I  defire. 
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So  th’  affemblies  of  each  Nation 
Will  furround  thee,  feeking  right. 

Thence  to  thy  glorious  habitation 
Return  on  high  and  in  their  light. 

Jehovah  judgeth  molt  upright 

All  people  from  the  worlds  foundation.  30 

Judge  me  Lord,  be  judge  in  this 
According  to  my  righteoufnefs 
And  the  innocence  which  is 
Upon  me :  caufe  at  length  to  ceafe 
Of  evil  men  the  wickednefs 
And  their  power  that  do  amifs. 

But  the  juft  eftabliih  fall, 

Since  thou  art  the  juft  God  that  tries 
Hearts  and  reins.  On  God  is  call 
My  defence,  and  in  him  lies  40 

In  him  who  both  juft  and  wife 
Saves  th’  upright  of  Heart  at  laft. 

God  is  a  juft  Judge  and  fevere, 

And  God  is  every  day  offended ; 

If  th5  unjuft  will  not  forbear, 

His  Sword  he  whets,  his  Bow  hath  bended 

Already,  and  for  him  intended 

The  tools  of  death,  that  waits  him  near. 

(His  arrows  purpofely  made  he 

For  them  that  perfecute.)  i  Behold  50 

He  travels  big  with  vanitie, 

Trouble  he  hath  conceav’d  of  old 
As  in  a  womb,  and  from  that  mould 
Hath  at  length  brought  forth  a  Lie. 
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He  dig’d  a  pit,  and  delv’d  it  deep, 

And  fell  into  the  pit  he  made, 

His  mifchief  that  due  courfe  doth  keep, 

Turns  on  his  head,  and  his  ill  trade 
Of  violence  will  undelay’d 
Fall  on  his  crown  with  ruine  fteep. 

Then  will  I  Jehovah’s  praife 
According  to  his  juftice  raife 
And  fing  the  Name  and  Deitie 
Of  Jehovah  the  mod  high. 

PSAL.  VIII.  Aug.  14.  1653. 

JEHOVAH  our  Lord  how  wondrous 
great  [the  earth  ? 

And  glorious  is  thy  name  through  all 

So  as  above  the  Heavens  thy  praife  to  fet 
Out  of  the  tender  mouths  of  lateft  hearth, 

Out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  fucklings  thou 
Haft  founded  ftrength  becaufe  of  all  thy  foes 

To  ftint  th’enemy,  and  flack  th’avengers  brow 
That  bends  his  rage  thy  providence  to  oppofe. 

When  I  behold  thy  Heavens,  thy  Fingers  art. 
The  Moon  and  Starrs  which  thou  fo  bright  haft 

In  the  pure  firmament,  then  faith  my  heart,  [fet, 
O  what  is  man  that  thou  remembreft  yet, 

And  think’ft  upon  him  ;  or  of  man  begot 

That  him  thou  vifit’ft  and  of  him  art  found; 

Scarce  to  be  lefs  then  Gods,  thou  mad’ft  his  lot, 
With  honour  and  with  ftate  thou  haft  him 
crown’d. 
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O’re  the  works  of  thy  hand  thou  mad’ft  him  Lord, 
Thou  haft  put  all  under  his  lordly  feet, 

All  Flocks,  and  Herds,  by  thy  commanding  word, 
All  beafts  that  in  the  field  or  forreft  meet.  20 

Fowl  of  the  Heavens,  and  Fifh  that  through  the  wet 
Sea-paths  in  fhoals  do  Aide.  And  know  no  dearth. 
O  Jehovah  our  Lord  how  wondrous  great 

And  glorious  is  thy  name  through  all  the  earth. 


April,  1648.  J.  M. 

Nine  of  the  Pfalms  done  into  Metre ,  wherein  ail  hut 
what  is  m  a  different  Character ,  are  the  very 
words  of  the  Text,  tranfated  from  the  Original . 


PSAL.  LXXX. 


HOU  Shepherd  that  doft  Ifirael  keep 
Give  ear  in  time  of  need , 

Who  leadeft  like  a  flock  of  ftieep 
Thy  loved  Jofephs  feed. 

That  fitt’ft  between  the  Cherubs  bright 
Between  their  wings  outfpread 
Shine  forth,  and  from  thy  cloud  give  light. 
And  on  our  foes  thy  dread 
In  Ephraims  view  and  Benjamins, 

And  in  Manaffe’s  fight 
Awake1  thy  ftrength,  come,  and  be  feen 
To  fave  us  by  thy  might . 


10 


1  Gnorera. 
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3  Torn  us  again,  thy  grace  divine 

To  us  O  God  vouchfafe ; 

Caufe  thou  thy  face  on  us  to  fhine 

•r 

And  then  we  fhall  be  fafe. 

4  Lord  God  of  Holts,  how  long  wilt  thou. 

How  long  wilt  thou  declare 
Thy  Tmoaking  wrath,  and  angry  brow 

Againft  thy  peoples  praire.  20 

5  Thou  feed’ll  them  with  the  bread  of  tears, 

Their  bread  with  tears  they  eat, 

And  makTt  them5  largely  drink  the  tears 
W her  with  their  cheeks  are  wet . 

6  A  ftrife  thou  mak’ft  us  and  a  prey 

To  every  neighbour  foe, 

Among  themfelves  they  ftaugh,  they  4play, 

"V 

And  4flouts  at  us  they  throw. 

7  Return  us,  and  thy  grace  divine , 

O  God  of  Hofts  vouchfafe  30 

Caufe  thou  thy  face  on  us  to  fhine, 

And  then  we  fhall  be  fafe. 

8  A  Vine  from  fiEgypt  thou  haft  brought, 

Thy  free  love  made  it  thine , 

And  drov’ft  out  Nations  proud  and  haut , 

To  plant  this  lovely  Vine. 

9  Thou  did’ft  prepare  for  it  a  place 

And  root  it  deep  and  fall 
That  it  began  to  grow  apace , 

And  fill’d  the  land  at  lafl.  4° 

10  With  her  green  fhade  that  cover’d  all , 

The  Hills  were  overfpread 


2  Gnafhanta. 


3  Shalifh. 


4  Jilgnagu. 
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Her  Bows  as  high  as  Cedars  tall 
Advanc'd  their  lofty  head. 

11  Her  branches  on  the  wefiern  fide 

Down  to  the  Sea  fhe  fent, 

And  upward  to  that  river  wide 
Her  other  branches  went . 

12  Why  haft  thou  laid  her  Hedges  low 

And  brok’n  down  her  Fence,  50 

That  all  may  pluck  her,  as  they  go, 

With  rudefi  violence  ? 

13  The  tufiked  Boar  out  of  the  wood 

Up  turns  it  by  the  roots. 

While  Beafts  there  bronze,  and  make  their  food 
Her  Grapes  and  tender  Shoots. 

14  Return  now,  God  of  Hofts,  look  down 

From  Heav’n,  thy  Seat  divine, 

Behold  us,  but  without  a  frown , 

And  vifit  this  thy  Vine.  60 

15  Vifit  this  Vine,  which  thy  right  hand 

Hath  fet,  and  planted  long. 

And  the  young  branch,  that  for  thy  felf 
Thou  haft  made  firm  and  ftrong. 

16  But  now  it  is  confum’d  with  fire. 

And  cut  with  Axes  down, 

They  perifh  at  thy  dreadfull  ire, 

At  thy  rebuke  and  frown. 

1 7  Upon  the  man  of  thy  right  hand 

Let  thy  good  hand  be  laid, 

Upon  the  Son  of  Man,  whom  thou 
Strong  for  thyfelf  haft  made. 

18  So  fhall  we  not  go  back  from  thee 
To  wayes  of  fin  and  fhame , 
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Quick’ n  us  thou,  then  gladly  wee 
Shall  call  upon  thy  Name. 

Return  us,  and  thy  grace  divine 
Lord  God  of  Holts  voutfafe , 

Caufe  thou  thy  face  on  us  to  fhine, 

And  then  we  fhall  be  fafe.  80 

PSAL.  LXXXI. 

1 

O  God  our  ftrength  fing  loud,  and  clear , 
Sing  loud  to  God  our  King, 

To  Jacobs  God,  that  all  may  hear 

Loud  acclamations  ring. 

2  Prepare  a  Hymn,  prepare  a  Song 

The  Timbrel  hither  bring 
The  cheerfull  Pfaltry  bring  along 

And  Harp  with  pleafant  firing, 

3  Blow,  as  is  wont,  in  the  new  Moon 

With  Trumpets  lofty  found,  10 

Th’  appointed  time,  the  day  wheron 

Our  folemn  Feaft  comes  round . 

4  This  was  a  Statute  givn  of  old 

For  Ifrael  to  obferve 
A  Law  of  Jacobs  God,  to  hold 

From  whence  they  might  not  fwerve. 

5  This  he  a  Teftimony  ordain’d 

In  Jofeph,  not  to  change, 

When  as  he  pafs’d  through  fEgypt  land  ; 

The  Tongue  I  heard,  was  ftrange.  20 

6  From  burden,  and  from  flavifh  toyle 

I  fet  his  fhoulder  free  ; 
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His  hands  from  pots,  and  mirie  foyle 
Deliver’d  were  by  me. 

7  When  trouble  did  thee  fore  aftaile, 

On  me  then  didft  thou  call, 

And  1  to  free  thee  did  not  faile> 

And  led  thee  out  of  thrall. 

I  anfwer’d  thee  in  1  thunder  deep 

With  clouds  encompafs’d  round;  3° 

I  tri’d  thee  at  the  water  fteep 
Of  Meriba  renown  d. 

8  Hear  O  my  people,  hearlzn  well , 

I  teftifie  to  thee 
Thou  antient  Jlock  ofY frael, 

If  thou  wilt  lift  to  mee, 

9  Through  out  the  land  of  thy  abode 

No  alien  God  fhall  be 
Nor  fhalt  thou  to  a  forein  God 

In  honour  bend  thy  knee.  4° 

10  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  which  brought 

Thee  out  of  fEgypt  land 
Afk  large  enough,  and  I,  bef ought , 

Will  grant  thy  full  demand. 

1 1  And  yet  my  people  would  not  hear. 

Nor  hearken  to  my  voice  ; 

And  Ifrael  whom  I  lov  d  fo  dear 
Miilik’d  me  for  his  choice. 

1 2  Then  did  I  leave  them  to  their  will 

And  to  their  wandring  mind ;  50 

Their  own  conceits  they  follow’d  ftill 
Their  own  devifes  blind. 


1  Be  Sether  ragnam. 
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1 3  O  that  my  people  would  be  wife 

Po  ferve  me  all  their  dales, 

And  O  that  Ifrael  would  advife 
To  walk  my  righteous  waies, 

14  Then  would  1  foon  bring  down  their  foes 

Phat  now  fo  proudly  rife , 

And  turn  my  hand  againft  all  thofe 

Phat  are  their  enemies.  60. 

15  Who  hate  the  Lord  ihould  then  be  fain 

Po  bow  to  him  and  bend, 

But  they ,  his  People,  fhould  remain. 

Their  time  ihould  have  no  end. 

1 6  And  He  would  feed  them  from  the  fhock 

With  flowr  of  fineft  wheat, 

And  fatisfie  them  from  the  rock 
With  Honey  for  their  Meat. 

PSAL.  LXXXIL 

1 

OD  in  the  1  great  Hffembly  ftands 
Of  Kings  and  lordly  States , 

2Among  the  gods  2on  both  his  hands 
He  judges  and  debates. 

2  How  long  will  ye  3pervert  the  right 
With  judgment  falfe  and  wrong 

Favouring  the  wicked  by  your  might , 

Who  thence  grow  bold  and  flrong  ? 

3  4Regard  the  4weak  and  fatherlefs 

4Difpatch  the  4poor  mans  caufe,  10 


1  Bagnadath-el. 

3  Tithphetu  gnavel. 


2  Bekerev. 

4  Shiphtu-dal. 
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And  5raife  the  man  in  deep  diftrefs 
By  5juft  and  equal  Lawes. 

4  Defend  the  poor  and  defolate, 

And  refcue  from  the  hands 
Of  wicked  men  the  low  eftate 
Of  him  that  help  demands . 

5  They  know  not  nor  will  underftand. 

In  darknefs  they  walk  on, 

The  Earths  foundations  all  are  6mov’d 

And  6out  of  order  gon.  20 

6  I  faid  that  ye  were  Gods,  yea  all 

The  Sons  of  God  moft  high 

7  But  ye  fhall  die  like  men,  and  fall 

As  other  Princes  die. 

8  Rife  God,  7judge  thou  the  earth  in  might , 

This  wicked  earth  Ted  refs, 

For  thou  art  he  who  fhalt  by  right 
The  Nations  all  poffefs. 


PSAL.  LXXXIII. 

1 

E  not  thou  filent  now  at  length 
O  God  hold  not  thy  peace, 

Sit  not  thou  ftill  O  God  of ftrength 
We  cry  and  do  not  ceafe. 

2  For  lo  thy  furious  foes  now  Twell 
And  ^orm  outrageoufly, 

And  they  that  hate  thee  proud  and  fell 
Exalt  their  heads  full  hie. 


5  Hatzdiku. 


6  Jimmotu. 


7  Shiphta. 


1  Jehemajun. 
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3  Againft  thy  people  they  2  contrive 

3  Their  Plots  and  Counfels  deep,  to. 

4Them  to  enfnare  they  chiefly  ftrive 
5 Whom  thou  doft  hide  and  keep. 

4  Come  let  us  cut  them  off  fay  they. 

Till  they  no  Nation  be 
That  Ifraels  name  for  ever  may 
Be  loft  in  memory. 

5  For  they  confult  °with  all  their  might, 

And  all  as  one  in  mind 
Themfelves  againft  thee  they  unite 

And  in  firm  union  bind.  20 

6  The  tents  of  Edom,  and  the  brood 

Of f cornful  Ifhmael, 

Moab,  with  them  of  Hagars  blood 
That  in  the  Defart  dwell , 

7  Gebal  and  Ammon  there  confpire , 

And  hateful  Amalec, 

The  Philiftims,  and  they  of  Tyre 
Whofe  bounds  the  Sea  doth  check . 

8  With  them  great  Afshur  alfo  bands 

And  doth  confirm  the  knot ,  30 

All  thefie  have  lent  their  ar?ned  hands 
To  aid  the  Sons  of  Lot. 

9  Do  to  them  as  to  Midian  bold 

That  wafted  all  the  Co  aft. 

To  Sifera,  and  as  is  told 
Thou  didft  to  Jabins  hoaft , 

When  at  the  brook  of  Kifhon  old 
They  were  repulfi  and fiain , 


3  Sod.  4  Jithjagnatfu  gnal. 

6  Lev  jachdau. 


2  Jagnarimu. 

5  Tfephuneca. 
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I  o  At  Endor  quite  cut  off7,  and  rowl’d 

As  dung  upon  the  plain.  40 

I I  As  Zeb  and  Oreb  evil  fped 

So  let  their  Princes  fpeed 
As  Zeba,  and  Zalmunna  bled 
So  let  their  Princes  bleed, 

1 2  For  they  amidfi  their  pride  have  faid 

By  right  now  fhall  we  feize 
Gods  houfes,  and  will  now  invade 
7  Their  ftately  Palaces. 

13  My  God,  oh  make  them  as  a  wheel 

No  quiet  let  them  find ,  50 

Giddy  and  refilefis  let  them  reel 
Like  ftubble  from  the  wind. 

14  As  when  an  aged  wood  takes  fire 

Which  07i  a  fiudden  firaies , 

The  greedy  flame  runs  hier  and  hier 
Till  all  the  mountains  blaze, 

15  So  with  thy  whirlwind  them  purfue, 

And  with  thy  tempeft  chafe ; 

16  8And  till  they  8yield  thee  honour  due, 

Lord  fill  with  fhame  their  face.  6c 

17  Afham’d  and  troubl’d  let  them  be, 

Troubl’d  and  fham’d  for  ever, 

Ever  confounded,  and  fo  die 
With  fhame,  and ficape  it  never. 

1 8  Then  fhall  they  know  that  thou  whofe  name 

Jehova  is  alone, 

Art  the  moft  high,  and  thou  the  fame 
O’re  all  the  earth  art  one. 


7  Neoth  Elohim  bears  both.  8  They  feek  thy  Name,  Heb . 
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PSAL.  LXXXIV. 

i 

O  W  lovely  are  thy  dwellings  fair ! 

O  Lord  of  Hoafts,  how  dear 
The  pleafant  Tabernacles  are  ! 

Where  thou  dofi  dwell  fo  near . 

2  My  Soul  doth  long  and  almoft  die 

Thy  Courts  O  Lord  to  fee, 

My  heart  and  flefh  aloud  do  crie, 

O  living  God,  for  thee. 

3  There  ev’n  the  Sparrow  freed  fro?n  wrong 

Hath  found  a  houfe  of  ref , 

The  Swallow  there,  to  lay  her  young 
Hath  built  her  brooding  neft, 

Ev’n  by  thy  Altars  Lord  of  Hoafts 
They  find  their  fafe  abode , 

And  home  they  fly  from  round  the  Coafis 
Toward  thee.  My  King,  my  God. 

4  Happy,  who  in  thy  houfe  refide 

Where  thee  they  ever  praife, 

5  Happy,  whofe  ftrength  in  thee  doth  bide. 

And  in  their  hearts  thy  waies. 

6  They  pafs  through  Baca’s  thirftie  Vale, 

That  dry  and  barren  ground 
As  through  a  fruitfull  watry  Dale 
Where  Springs  and  Showrs  abound. 

7  They  journey  on  from  ftrength  to  ftrength 

With  joy  and  gladfom  cheer 
Till  all  before  our  God  at  length 
In  Sion  do  appear. 
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8  Lord  God  of  Hoafts  hear  now  my  praier 

O  Jacobs  God  give  ear, 

9  Thou  God  our  fhield  look  on  the  face 

Of  thy  anointed  dear . 

10  For  one  day  in  thy  Courts  to  be 

Is  better,  and  ?nore  bleft 
Then  in  the  joy es  of  Vanity , 

A  thoufand  daies  at  bejl . 

I  in  the  temple  of  my  God 
Had  rather  keep  a  dore. 

Then  dwell  in  Tents,  and  rich  abode 
With  Sin  for  evermore . 

11  For  God  the  Lord  both  Sun  and  Shield 

Gives  grace  and  glory  bright , 

No  good  from  them  fhall  be  with-held 
Whofe  waies  are  juft  and  right. 

1 2  Lord  God  of  Hoafts  that  raignft  on  high> 

That  man  is  truly  bleft, 

Who  only  on  thee  doth  relie, 

And  in  thee  only  reft. 

PSAL.  LXXXV. 

i 

HY  Land  to  favour  gracioufly 

Thou  haft  not  Lord  been  flack. 
Thou  haft  from  hard  Captivity 
Returned  Jacob  back. 

2  Th’  iniquity  thou  didft  forgive 
Lhat  wrought  thy  people  woe, 

And  all  their  Sin,  that  did  thee  grieve 
Haft  hid  where  none  Jhall  know . 
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3  Thine  anger  all  thou  hadft  remov’d, 

And  calmly  didft  return  ’  i 

From  thy1  fierce  wrath  which  we  had  prov’d 
Far  worfe  then  fire  to  burn. 

4  God  of  our  faving  health  and  peace, 

Turn  us,  and  us  reftore, 

Thine  indignation  caufe  to  ceafe 
Toward  us,  and  elude  no  more . 

5  Wilt  thou  be  angry  without  end, 

For  ever  angry  thus 
Wilt  thou  thy  frowning  ire  extend 

From  age  to  age  on  us  ?  2c 

6  Wilt  thou  not 2  turn,  and  hear  our  voice 

And  us  again 2  revive, 

That  fo  thy  people  may  rejoy ce 
By  thee  preferv’d  alive. 

7  Caufe  us  to  fee  thy  goodnefs  Lord, 

To  us  thy  mercy  fhew 
Thy  faving  health  to  us  afford 
And  life  in  us  renew . 

8  And  now  what  God  the  Lord  will  fpeak 

I  will  go  Jlrait  and  hear,  30 

For  to  his  people  he  fpeaks  peace 
And  to  his  Saints  full  dear , 

To  his  dear  Saints  he  will  fpeak  peace, 

But  let  them  never  more 
Return  to  folly,  but  furceafe 
Po  trefpafs  as  before. 

9  Surely  to  fuch  as  do  him  fear 


1  Heb.  The  burning  heat  of  thy  wrath. 

2  Heb.  Turn  to  quicken  us. 
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Salvation  is  at  hand 
And  glory  fhall  ere  long  appear 

Po  dwell  within  our  Land.  40 

10  Mercy  and  Truth  that  long  were  mifs* d 

Now  joyfully  are  met 

Sweet  Peace  and  Righteoufnefs  have  kifs’d 
And  hand  in  hand  are  fet . 

1 1  Truth  from  the  earth  like  to  a  flowr 

Shall  bud  and  bloflom  then, 

And  Juftice  from  her  heavenly  bowr 
Look  down  on  mortal  men . 

12  The  Lord  will  alfo  then  beftow 

Whatever  thing  is  good  50 

Our  Land  fhall  forth  in  plenty  throw 
Her  fruits  to  be  our  food ’. 

13  Before  him  Righteoufnefs  fhall  go 

His  Royal  Harbinger 9 
Then  3  will  he  come,  and  not  be  flow 
His  footfteps  cannot  err. 


PSAL.  LXXXVI. 

1 

HY  gracious  ear,  O  Lord,  encline, 
O  hear  me  I  thee  pray. 

For  I  am  poor,  and  almoft  pine 
With  need,  and  fad  decay . 

2  Preferve  my  foul,  for  1  I  have  trod 
Thy  waies,  and  love  the  juft, 


3  Heb.  He  will  fet  his  fteps  to  the  way. 

J  Heb.  I  am  good-loving,  a  doer  of  good  and  holy  things. 
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Save  thou  thy  fervant  O  my  God 
Who  fill  in  thee  doth  truft. 

3  Pitty  me  Lord  for  daily  thee 

I  call ;  4  O  make  rejoyce  io 

Thy  Servants  Soul  ;  for  Lord  to  thee 
I  lift  my  foul  and  voice , 

5  For  thou  art  good,  thou  Lord  art  prone 

To  pardon,  thou  to  all 
Art  full  of  mercy,  thou  alone 
To  them  that  on  thee  call. 

6  Unto  my  fupplication  Lord 

Give  ear,  and  to  the  crie 
Of  my  incejjant  praiers  afford 

Thy  hearing  gracioufly.  20 

7  I  in  the  day  of  my  diftrefs 

Will  call  on  thee  for  aid ; 

For  thou  wilt  grant  me  free  accefs 
And  anfwer,  what  I  pray'd. 

8  Like  thee  among  the  gods  is  none 

O  Lord,  nor  any  works 
Of  all  that  other  gods  have  done 
Like  to  thy  glorious  works. 

9  The  Nations  all  whom  thou  haft  made 

Shall  come,  and  all  fhall  frame  30 

To  bow  them  low  before  thee  Lord, 

And  glorifie  thy  name. 

10  For  great  thou  art,  and  wonders  great 

By  thy  ftrong  hand  are  done. 

Thou  in  thy  everlafling  Seat 
Remained:  God  alone. 

1 1  Teach  me  O  Lord  thy  way  mof  rights 

I  in  thy  truth  will  bide. 
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To  fear  thy  name  my  heart  unite 

So  fhall  it  never  Jlide  40 

12  Thee  will  I  praife  O  Lord  my  God 

Phee  honour ,  and  adore 
With  my  whole  heart,  and  blaze  abroad 
Thy  name  for  ever  more. 

13  For  great  thy  mercy  is  toward  me, 

And  thou  haft  free’d  my  Soul 
Eev’n  from  the  loweft  Hell  fet  free 
From  deepejl  darknefs foul. 

14  O  God  the  proud  againft  me  rife 

And  violent  men  are  met  50 

To  feek  my  life,  and  in  their  eyes 
No  fear  of  thee  have  fet. 

15  But  thou  Lord  art  the  God  moft  mild 

Readied:  thy  grace  to  fhew, 

Slow  to  be  angry,  and  art  fil'd 
Moft  mercifull,  moft  true. 

16  O  turn  to  me  thy  face  at  length , 

And  me  have  mercy  on, 

Unto  thy  fervant  give  thy  ftrength. 

And  fave  thy  hand-maids  Son.  60 

17  Some  fign  of  good  to  me  afford, 

And  let  my  foes  then  fee 
And  be  afham’d,  becaufe  thou  Lord 
Do’ft  help  and  comfort  me. 
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PSAL.  LXXXVI1. 


1 

MONG  the  holy  Mountains  high 
Is  his  foundation  fall, 

There  Seated  in  his  S  ancillary  ^ 

His  Temple  there  is  placet. 

2  Sions  fair  Gates  the  Lord  loves  more 

Then  all  the  dwellings  faire 
Of  Jacobs  Land ?  though  there  be  fore. 

And  all  within  his  care . 

3  City  of  God,  mo  ft  glorious  things 

Of  thee  abroad  are  fpoke  ; 

4  I  mention  Egypt,  where  proud  Kings 

Did  our  forefathers  yoke , 

I  mention  Babel  to  my  friends, 

Philiftia  full  of  [corn , 

And  Tyre  with  Ethiops  utmoft  ends , 

Lo  this  man  there  was  born  : 

5  But  twife  that  praife  fall  in  our  ear 

Be  faid  of  Sion  lafl 
This  and  this  man  was  born  in  her, 

High  God  fhall  fix  her  fall. 

6  The  Lord  (hall  write  it  in  a  Scrowle 

That  nefte  fhall  be  out-worn 
When  he  the  Nations  doth  enrowle 
That  this  man  there  was  born. 

7  Both  they  who  ling,  and  they  who  dance 

With  facred  Songs  are  there , 

In  th  etfrefli  brooks ,  and  f oft  fr  earns  glance 
And  all  my  fountains  clear . 


10 


20 
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PSAL.  LXXXVIII. 

1 

ORD  God  that  doft  me  fave  and  keep, 
All  day  to  thee  I  cry  ; 

And  all  night  long,  before  thee  weep 
Before  thee  profir  ate  lie . 

2  Into  thy  prefence  let  my  praier 

With  fighs  devout  aficend 
And  to  my  cries,  that  ceafelefs  are , 

Thine  ear  with  favour  bend. 

3  For  cloy’d  with  woes  and  trouble  ftore 

Surcharg’d  my  Soul  doth  lie,  10 

My  life  at  deaths  uncherful  dore 
Unto  the  grave  draws  nigh. 

4  Reck’n’d  I  am  with  them  that  pafs 

Down  to  the  difmal  pit 
I  am  a  hwan,  but  weak  alas 
And  for  that  name  unfit. 

5  From  life  difcharg’d  and  parted  quite 

Among  the  dead  to  fieep , 

And  like  the  flain  in  bloody  fight 

That  in  the  grave  lie  deep.  2c 

Whom  thou  remembered:  no  more, 

Doft  never  more  regard. 

Them  from  thy  hand  deliver’d  o’re 
Deaths  hideous  houfie  hath  barr  d . 

6  Thou  in  the  lowed  pit  profound 

Haft  fet  me  all  forlorn, 


1  Heb.  A  man  without  manly  flrength. 
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Where  thickefl  darknefs  hovers  round, 

In  horrid  deeps  to  mourn. 

7  Thy  wrath  from  which  no  fhelter  faves 

Full  fore  doth  prefs  on  me;  30 

2Thou  break’ll:  upon  me  all  thy  waves, 

2And  all  thy  waves  break  me. 

8  Thou  doft  my  friends  from  me  eftrange, 

And  mak’ft  me  odious, 

Me  to  them  odious,  for  they  change , 

And  I  here  pent  up  thus. 

9  Through  forrow,  and  affliction  great 

Mine  eye  grows  dim  and  dead, 

Lord  all  the  day  I  thee  entreat, 

My  hands  to  thee  I  fpread.  40 

10  Wilt  thou  do  wonders  on  the  dead, 

Shall  the  deceaf’d  arife 
And  praife  thee  from  their  loathfom  bed 
With  pale  and  hollow  eyes  ? 

1 1  Shall  they  thy  loving  kindnefs  tell 

On  whom  the  grave  hath  hold , 

Or  they  who  in  perdition  dwell 
Thy  faithfulnefs  unfold  ? 

1 2  In  darknefs  can  thy  mighty  hand 

Or  wondrous  aCts  be  known,  50 

Thy  juftice  in  the  gloomy  land 
Of  dark  oblivion  ? 

13  But  I  to  thee  O  Lord  do  cry 

Fire  yet  my  life  be  fpent , 

And  up  to  thee  my  praier  doth  hie 
Each  morn,  and  thee  prevent. 


2  The  Hebr.  bears  both. 
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14  Why  wilt  thou  Lord  my  foul  forfake, 

And  hide  thy  face  from  me, 

15  That  am  already  bruis’d,  and  3fhake 

With  terror  fent  from  thee  ;  60 

Bruz’d,  and  affiibted  and  fo  low 
As  ready  to  expire, 

While  I  thy  terrors  undergo 
Aftonifh’d  with  thine  ire. 

16  Thy  fierce  wrath  over  me  doth  flow 

Thy  threatnings  cut  me  through. 

17  All  day  they  round  about  me  go, 

Like  waves  they  me  perfue. 

1 8  Lover  and  friend  thou  haft  remov’d 

And  fever’d  from  me  far.  70 

They  fly  me  now  whom  I  have  lov’d, 

And  as  in  darknefs  are. 


A  PARAPHRASE  ON  PSALM  CXIV. 

Phis  and  the  following  Pfalm  were  done  by  the  Author 

at  fifteen  years  old. 

HEN  the  bleft  feed  of  Pera/i  s  faithful  Son, 
After  long  toil  their  liberty  had  won, 
And  paft  from  Pharian  Fields  to  Ca¬ 
naan  Land, 

Led  by  the  ftrength  of  the  Almighties  hand, 
Jehova/is  wonders  were  in  Ifrael  fhown, 

His  praife  and  glory  was  in  Ifrael  known. 


3  Heb.  Prae  Concuffione. 
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That  faw  the  troubled  Sea,  and  fhivering  fled, 
And  fought  to  hide  his  froth  becurled  head 
Low  in  the  earth,  Jordans  clear  ftreams  recoil, 

As  a  faint  Hoft  that  hath  receiv’d  the  foil.  io 
The  high,  huge-bellied  Mountains  fkip  like  Rams 
Amongft  their  Ews,  the  little  Hills  like  Lambs. 
Why  fled  the  Ocean  ?  And  why  fkipt  the  Moun¬ 
tains  ?  [tains  ? 

Why  turned  Jordan  toward  his  Chryftal  Foun- 
Shake  earth,  and  at  the  prefence  be  agaft 
Of  him  that  ever  was,  and  ay  fhall  laft, 

That  glafly  fiouds  from  rugged  rocks  can  crufh, 
And  make  foft  rills  from  fiery  fiint-ftones  gufh. 


PSAL.  CXXXVL 

ET  us  with  a  gladfom  mind 
Praife  the  Lord,  for  he  is  kind 
For  his  mercies  ay  endure, 

Ever  faithfull,  ever  fure. 

Let  us  blaze  his  Name  abroad, 

For  of  gods  he  is  the  God; 

For  his,  &c. 

O  let  us  his  praifes  tell, 

Who  doth  the  wrathfull  tyrants  quell.  io 
For  his,  &c. 

Who  with  his  miracles  doth  make 
Amazed  Heav’n  and  Earth  to  fhake. 

For  his,  &c. 
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Who  by  his  wifdom  did  create 
The  painted  Heav’ns  fo  full  of  ftate. 

For  his,  &c. 

Who  did  the  folid  Earth  ordain 
To  rife  above  the  watry  plain. 

For  his,  &c. 

Who  by  his  all-commanding  might, 

Did  fill  the  new-made  world  with  light. 
For  his,  &c. 

And  caus’d  the  Golden-treffed  Sun, 

All  the  day  long  his  courfe  to  run. 

For  his,  &c. 

The  horned  Moon  to  fhine  by  night, 
Amongft  her  fpangled  fitters  bright. 

For  his,  &c. 

He  with  his  thunder-clafping  hand, 
Smote  the  firft-born  of  Egypt  Land. 

For  his,  &c. 

And  in  defpight  of  Pharao  fell, 

He  brought  from  thence  his  Ifrael, 

For,  &c. 

The  ruddy  waves  he  cleft  in  twain, 

Of  the  Erythrcean  main. 

For,  &c. 

The  flouds  flood  ftill  like  Walls  of  Glafs 
While  the  Hebrew  Bands  did  pafs. 

For,  &c. 
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But  full  foon  they  did  devour 
The  Tawny  King  with  all  his  power. 
For,  &c. 

His  chofen  people  he  did  blefs 
In  the  waftfull  Wildernefs. 

For,  &c. 

In  bloudy  battel  he  brought  down 
Kings  of  prowefs  and  renown. 

For,  &c. 

He  foild  both  Seon  and  his  hoft 
That  rul’d  the  Amor  re  an  coaft. 

For,  &c. 

And  large-limb’d  Og  he  did  fubdue, 
With  all  his  over-hardy  crew. 

For,  &c. 

And  to  his  Servant  Ifrael , 

He  gave  their  Land  therein  to  dwell. 
For,  &c. 

He  hath  with  a  piteous  eye 
Beheld  us  in  our  mifery. 

For,  &c. 

And  freed  us  from  the  flavery 
Of  the  invading  enemy. 

For,  &c. 

All  living  creatures  he  doth  feed, 

And  with  full  hand  fupplies  their  need. 
For,  &c. 
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Let  us  therefore  warble  forth 
His  mighty  Majefty  and  worth. 
For,  &c. 

That  his  manfion  hath  on  high 
Above  the  reach  of  mortal  eye. 
For  his  mercies  ay  endure, 
Ever  faithfull,  ever  fure. 
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Joannis  Miltoni  Londinenfis 

Poemata. 

Quorum  pleraque  intra  Annum  atatis 
Vigeflmum  confcripfit. 


MC  quae  fequuntur  de  Authore  teftimonia, 
tametft  ipfe  intelligebat  non  tarn  de  fe  quam 
fupra  fe  effe  didta,  eo  quod  praeclaro  ingenio 
viri,  nec  non  amici  ita  fere  folent  laudare,  ut 
omnia  fuis  potius  virtutibus,  quam  veritati  congruentia 
nimis  cupide  afftngant,  noluit  tamen  horum  egregiam  in 
fe  voluntatem  non  efte  notam;  Cum  alii  praefertim  ut  id 
faceret  magnopere  fuaderent.  Dum  enim  nimiae  laudis 
invidiam  totis  ab  fe  viribus  amolitur,  f  bique  quod  plus 
aequo  eft  non  attributum  efte  mavult,  judicium  interim 
hominum  cordatorum  atque  illuftrium  quin  fummo  fibi 
honori  ducat,  negare  non  poteft. 


Joannes  BaptiPca  Manfus,  Marchio  Vil- 

lenfis  Neapolitans  ad  Joannem 
Pvliltonium  Anglum. 

VT  mens ,  forma 3  decor ,  facies ,  mos,  fi  pietas  fic , 

Non  Anglus,  verum  hercle  Angelas  ipfe  fores. 
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Ad  J  oannem  Miltonem  Anglum  triplici 
poefeos  laurea  coronandum  Grceca  nimirum, 
Latina ,  atque  Hetrufca ,  Epigramma 
Joannis  Salfilli  Romani. 


CEDE  Meles,  cedat  depreffa  Mincius  urna ; 

Sebetus  Taffum  definat  ufque  loqui ; 

At  Thamefis  viblor  cundlis  fer  at  altior  undas y 
Nam  per  te,  Milto,  par  tribus  unus  erit . 


Ad  Joannem  Miltonum. 


GRiECIA  Mseonidem ,j  ablet  fibi  Roma  Maronem> 
Anglia  Miltonum  jadiat  utrique  parem . 

Selvaggi . 


Al  Signor  Gio.  Miltoni  Nobile  Inglefe. 

ODE. 

I^RG  1 MI  all}  Etra  o  Clio 

Perche  di  ftelle  intrecciero  corona 
Non  piu  del  Biondo  Dio 
La  Fronde  eterna  in  Pindo^  e  in  Elicona., 

Dienfi  a  merto  maggior ,  maggiori  i  fregi , 

A'  celefte  virtu  celefti  pregi . 

Non  puo  del  tempo  edace 
Rimaner  preda,  eterno  alto  valor e 
Non  puo  r  oblio  r apace 
Furar  dalle  memorie  eccelfo  onore , 

Su  V  arco  di  mia  cetra  un  dar do  forte 
Virtu  m'  addatti ,  e  feriro  la  morte. 

Del  Ocean  profondo 

Cinta  dagli  ampi  gorghi  Anglia  rifiede 
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Separata  dal  mondo , 

Pero  che  il Juo  valor  V  umano  eccede : 

Quefta  feconda  Ja  produrre  Eroi, 

CK  hanno  a  ragion  del Jovruman  tra  noi . 

Alla  virtu  Jbandita 

Danno  ne  i  petti  lor  fido  ricetto ,  20 

Quella  gli  e  Jo l  gradita , 

Per  che  in  lei  Jan  trovar  gioia,  e  diletto  ; 

Ridillo  tuy  Giovanni,  e  moftra  in  tanto 
Con  tua  vera  virtu ,  vero  il  mio  Canto . 

Lungi  dal  Patrio  lido 

Spinje  Zeufi  /’  induftre  ardente  hrama  ; 

CK  udio  db  Helena  il  grido 

Con  aurea  tromha  rimhombar  la  fama y 

E  per  poterla  effigiare  al  paro 

Dalle  piu  belle  Idee  trajfe  il  priu  raro.  30 

C0J1  V  Ape  Ingegnoja 

Erae  con  induftria  il  Juo  liquor  pregiato 

Dal  giglio  e  dalla  roja , 

E  quant  i  vaghi  fiori  or  nano  il  prato  ; 

Formano  un  dolce  Juon  diverje  Chorde , 

Fan  varie  voci  melodia  concorde . 

Di  bella  gloria  amante 

Milton  dal  Ciel  natio  per  varie  parti 

Le  peregrine  piante 

Volgefti  a  ricercar  Jcienze ,  ed  arti  ;  40 

Del  Gallo  regnator  vedefti  i  Regni, 

E  del r  Italia  ancor  g!  Eroi  piu  degni . 

Fabro  quaji  divino 

Sol  virtu  rintracciando  il  tuo  penjiero 

Vide  in  ogni  confino 

Chi  di  nobil  valor  calca  il Jentiero ; 

Lb  ottimo  dal  miglior  dopo  Jcegliea 
Per  fabbricar  db  ogni  virtu  I  Idea , 
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Quant i  nacquero  in  Flora 

O  in  lei  del  parlar  Tofco  apprefer  V  arte }  50 

La  cui  memoria  onora 

II  mondo  fatta  eterna  in  dotte  carte , 

Volefti  ricercar  per  tuo  teforo , 

E  pari  aft  i  con  lor  nel, T  opre  loro. 

Nell  altera  Babelle 

Per  te  il  parlar  confufe  Giove  in  vano, 

Che  per  varie  favelle 

Di  Je  ftefifa  trofeo  cadde  Jul  piano  : 

CP  Ode  oltf  all  Anglia  il Juo  pin  degno  Idioma 
Spagna,  Francia,  Tofcana,  e  Grecia  e  Roma.  60 

I  pin  profondi  arcani 

CP  occulta  la  natura  e  in  cielo  e  in  terra 

CP  a  Ingegni  fovrumani 

Froppo  avara  ta V  hor  gli  chiude ,  e  Jerra , 

Chiar ament e  conofci ,  e  giungi  al  fine 
Leila  moral  virtude  al  gran  confine . 

Non  batta  il  Lempo  V  ale, 

Fermifii  immoto y  e  in  un  fermin  fi  g!  anni , 

Che  di  virtu  immortale 

Scorron  di  troppo  ingiuriofi  a  i  dannv;  70 

Che  s  opre  degne  di  Poema  e  ftoria 
Fur  on  gia ,  V  hai  prefenti  alia  memoria. 

Dammi  tua  dolce  Cetra 

Se  vuoi  chi  io  dica  del  tuo  dolce  canto , 

CP  inalzandoti  all  Etra 

Di  fart i  huomo  celefte  ottiene  ilvanto > 

II  Famigi  il  dir  a  che  gV  e  concejfio 
Per  te  Juo  cigno  pareggiar  Permejfio. 

I  0  che  in  riva  del  Arno 

Lento  fipiegar  tuo  merto  alto ,  e  preclaro  So 

So  che  fatico  indarno 3 
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E  ad  ammirar ,  non  a  lodarlo  imparo ; 

Freno  dunque  la  lingua ,  e  ajcolto  il  core 
Che  ti  prende  a  lodar  con  lo  jlupore . 

Del  fig .  Antonio  Francini  gentilhuomo 

Fiorentino. 


Joanni  Miltoni  Londinenfi. 

Juveni  P atria,  virtutihus  eximio , 

VIRO  qui  mult  a  peregrinatione ,  ftudio  cunFta ,  or  bis 
terrarum  loca  perfpexit 3  ut  novus  Ulyfles  omnia 
ubique  ab  omnibus  apprehenderet. 

Polyglot  to  y  in  cujus  ore  lingua  jam  deperditte  fie  revi- 
vifcunt ,  ut  idiomata  omnia  fint  in  ejus  laudibus  infacunda  ; 
Et  jure  ea  percallet  ut  admirationes  &  plaufus  populorum 
ab  propria  Japientia  excitatos3  intelligat. 

Illiy  cujus  animi  dotes  corporifque3fenfus  ad  admiratio- 
nem  commovent 3  per  ipfam  motum  cuique  auferunt ; 

cujus  opera  ad  plaufus  hortantur3fed  venuftate  vocem  lau- 
datoribus  adimunt. 

Cui  in  Memoria  totus  Orbis :  In  Intelleftu  Sapientia : 
In  voluntate  ardor  gloria :  In  ore  Eloquentia :  Harmonicos 
cceleftium  Sphxrarum  fonitus  Aftronomia  Duce  audienti ; 
Charableres  mirabilium  nature  per  quos  Dei  magnitudo 
defer ibitur  magiftra  Philofophia  legenti ;  Antiquit atum  la- 
tebras3  vetujlatis  excidia3  eruditionis  ambages  comite  affidua 
autorum  Lellione . 

Exquirenti3  reftaurantiy  percurrenti. 

At  cur  nitor  in  arduum  f 

Illi  in  cujus  virtutihus  evulgandis  ora  Fam<e  non  fujfi- 
cianty  nec  hominum  ftupor  in  laudandis  fatis  eft .  Reverent  i^e 
&  amoris  ergo  hoc  ejus  meritis  debitum  admirationis  tribu- 
tum  offert  Carolus  Datus  Patricius  Florentinus. 

T anto  homini  fervus3  tant<e  virtutis  amator. 
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ELEGI  ARUM 

Liber  Primus. 

Elcgia  prima  ad  Carolum  Diodatum. 

ANDEM,  chare,  tuae  mihi  pervenere  tabellas, 
Pertulit  &  voces  nuncia  charta  tuas, 
Pertulit  occidua  Dev^e  Ceftrenfis  ab  ora 
Vergivium  prono  qua  petit  amne  falum. 
Multum  crede  juvat  terras  aluifle  remotas 
Pedtus  amans  noftri,  tamque  hdele  caput, 

Quodque  mihi  lepidum  tellus  longinqua  fodalem 
Debet,  at  unde  brevi  reddere  juffa  velit. 

Me  tenet  urbs  reflua  quam  'Thamefis  alluit  unda, 

Meque  nec  invitum  patria  dulcis  habet.  io 

Jam  nec  arundiferum  mihi  cura  revifere  Camum , 

Nec  dudum  vetiti  me  laris  angit  amor. 

Nuda  nec  arva  placent,  umbrafque  negantia  molles, 
Quam  male  Phoebicolis  convenit  ille  locus  ! 

Nec  duri  libet  ufque  minas  perferre  magiftri 
Caeteraque  ingenio  non  fubeunda  meo. 

Si  lit  hoc  exilium  patrios  adiilTe  penates, 

Et  vacuum  curis  otia  grata  fequi. 

Non  ego  vel  profugi  nomen,  fortemve  recufo, 

Lastus  &  exilii  conditione  fruor.  20 

O  utinam  vates  nunquam  graviora  tulilTet 
Ille  Tomitano  flebilis  exul  agro  ; 

Non  tunc  Jonio  quicquam  ceffiflet  Homer 0 
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Neve  foret  vidlo  laus  tibi  prima  Maro. 

Tempora  nam  licet  hie  placidis  dare  libera  Mufis, 

Et  totum  rapiunt  me  mea  vita  libri. 

Excipit  hinc  feffum  finuoli  pompa  theatric 
Et  vocat  ad  plaufus  garrula  feena  fuos. 

Seu  catus  auditur  fenior,  feu  prodigus  haeres, 

Seu  procus,  aut  pofita  caffide  miles  adeft,  30 

Sive  decennali  fcecundus  lite  patronus 
Detonat  inculto  barbara  verba  foro, 

Saspe  vafer  gnato  fuccurrit  fervus  amanti, 

Et  nafum  rigidi  fallit  ubique  Patris  ; 

S^pe  novos  illic  virgo  mirata  calores 

Quid  fit  amor  nefeit,  dum  quoque  nefeit,  amat. 

Sive  cruentatum  furiofa  Tragoedia  feeptrum 
Quaffat,  &  effufis  crinibus  ora  rotat, 

Et  dolet,  &  fpedto,  juvat  &  fpedtaffe  dolendo, 

Interdum  &  lacrymis  dulcis  amaror  ineft  :  40 

Seupuer  infelix  indelibata  reliquit 

Gaudia,  &  abrupto  flendus  amore  cadit, 

Seu  ferus  e  tenebris  iterat  Styga  criminis  ultor 
Confcia  funereo  pedtora  torre  movens, 

Seu  maeret  Pelopeia  domus,  feu  nobilis  Hi, 

Aut  luit  inceftos  aula  Creontis  avos. 

Sed  neque  fub  tedto  femper  nec  in  urbe  latemus, 

Irrita  nec  nobis  tempora  veris  eunt. 

Nos  quoque  lucus  habet  vicina  confitus  ulmo 

Atque  fuburbani  nobilis  umbra  loci.  50 

Sspius  hie  blandas  fpirantia  fydera  flammas 
Virgineos  videas  prasteriiffe  choros. 

Ah  quoties  dignae  ftupui  miracula  formae 
Quae  poffit  fenium  vel  reparare  Jovis ; 

Ah  quoties  vidi  fuperantia  lumina  gemmas, 

Atque  faces  quotquot  volvit  uterque  polus  ; 

Collaque  bis  vivi  Pelopis  quae  brachia  vincant, 

Quaeque  fluit  puro  nedtare  tindta  via, 
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Et  decus  eximium  frontis,  tremulofque  capillos, 
Aurea  quae  fallax  retia  tendit  Amor. 
Pellacefque  genas,  ad  quas  hyacinthina  fordet 
Purpura,  &  ipfe  tui  floris,  Adoni,  rubor. 
Cedite  laudatas  toties  Heroides  olim, 

Et  quaecunque  vagum  cepit  arnica  Jovem . 
Cedite  Ach<emeni<e  turrita  fronte  puell^, 

Et  quot  Sufa  colunt,  Memnoniamque  Ninon . 
Vos  etiam  Dana a  fafces  fubmittite  Nymphae, 

Et  vos  IliaccCy  Romule<eque  nurus. 

Nec  Pompeianas  Tarpeia  Mufa  columnas 
Jadlet,  &  Aujoniis  plena  theatra  ftolis. 

Gloria  Virginibus  debetur  prima  Britannis , 
Extera  fat  tibi  fit  fcemina  pofTe  fequi. 

Tuque  urbs  Dardaniis  Londinum  ftrudta  colonis 
Turrigerum  late  confpicienda  caput, 

Tu  nimium  felix  intra  tua  moenia  claudis 
Quicquid  formofi  pendulus  orbis  habet. 

Non  tibi  tot  caelo  fcintillant  aftra  fereno 
Endymione turba  miniftra  deae, 

Quot  tibi  confpicuae  formaque  auroque  puellae 
Per  medias  radiant  turba  videnda  vias, 
Creditur  hue  geminis  venifle  inveefta  columbis 
Alma  pharetrigero  milite  cindta  Venus , 

Huic  Cnidon ,  &  riguas  Simoentis  flumine  valles, 
Huic  Paphon ,  &  rofeam  pofthabitura  Cypron. 
Aft  ego,  dum  pueri  finit  indulgentia  caeci, 
Mcenia  quam  fubito  linquere  faufta  paro ; 

Et  vitare  procul  malefidae  infamia  Circes 
Atria,  divini  Molyos  ufus  ope. 

Stat  quoque  juncofas  Garni  remeare  paludes, 
Atque  iterum  raucae  murmur  adire  Scholae. 
Interea  fidi  parvum  cape  munus  amici, 

Paucaque  in  alternos  verba  coadla  modos. 
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Elegia  fecunda,  Anno  zetatis  17. 

In  obiturn  Prceconis  Academici  Cantabrigienjis. 

rpE,  qui  confpicuus  baculo  fulgente  folebas 
I  Palladium  toties  ore  ciere  gregem. 

Ultima  prasconum  praeconem  te  quoque  fasva 
Mors  rapit,  officio  nec  favet  ipfa  fuo. 

Candidiora  licet  fuerint  tibi  tempora  plumis 
Sub  quibus  accipimus  delituiffie  Jovemy 
O  dignus  tamen  Hamonio  juvenefcere  fucco, 

Dignus  in  AEfonios  vivere  poffie  dies, 

Dignus  quern  Stygiis  medica  revocaret  ab  undis 

Arte  CoronideSj  faspe  rogante  dea.  io 

Tuft  juffius  eras  acies  accire  togatas, 

Et  celer  a  Phcebo  nuntius  ire  tuo, 

Taiis  in  Iliacd  ftabat  Cyllenius  aula 
Alipes,  aetherea  miffius  ab  arce  Patris. 

Tabs  &  Eury bates  ante  ora  furentis  Achillei 
Rettulit  Atridce  jufla  fevera  ducis. 

Magna  fepulchrorum  regina,  fatelles  Averni 
Sasva  nimis  Muds,  Palladi  fasva  nimis, 

Quin  illos  rapias  qui  pondus  inutile  terras, 

Turba  quidem  eft  telis  ifta  petenda  tuis.  20 

Veftibus  hunc  igitur  pullis  Academia  luge, 

Et  madeant  lachrymis  nigra  feretra  tuis. 

Fundat  &  ipfa  modos  querebunda  Elegeia  triftes, 
Perfonet  &  totis  nasnia  moefta  fcholis. 


Elegia  tertia,  Anno  astatis  17. 

In  obitum  Free  fulls  Wintonienfs . 


MOESTUS  eram,  &  tacitus  nullo  comitante  fedebam, 
Hasrebantque  animo  triftia  plura  meo, 

Protinus  en  fubiit  funeftas  cladis  Imago 
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Fecit  in  Angliaco  quam  Libit ina  1  folo  ; 

Dum  procerum  ingrefta  eft  fplendentes  marmore  turres 
Dira  fepulchrali  mors  metuenda  face ; 

Pulfavitque  auro  gravidos  &  jafpide  muros, 

Nec  metuit  fatrapum  fternere  falce  greges. 

Tunc  memini  clarique  ducis,  fratrifque  verendi 

Intempeftivis  ofia  cremata  rogis.  io 

Et  memini  Heroum  quos  vidit  ad  aethera  raptos, 

Flevit  &  amiflos  Belgia  tota  duces. 

At  te  praecipue  luxi  digniftime  praeful, 

Wintoni# que  olim  gloria  magna  tuae  ; 

Delicui  fletu,  &  trifti  ftc  ore  querebar. 

Mors  fera  Partareo  diva  fecunda  Jovi3 
Nonne  fatis  quod  fylva  tuas  perfentiat  iras, 

Et  quod  in  herbofos  jus  tibi  detur  agros, 

Ouodque  afflata  tuo  marcefcant  lilia  tabo, 

Et  crocus,  &  pulchrae  Cypridi  facra  rofa,  20 

Nec  finis  ut  Temper  fluvio  contermina  quercus 
Miretur  lapfus  praetereuntis  aquae  ? 

Et  tibi  fuccumbit  liquido  quae  plurima  coelo 
Evehitur  pennis  quamlibet  augur  avis, 

Et  quae  mille  nigris  errant  animalia  fylvis, 

Et  quod  alunt  mutum  Proteos  antra  pecus, 

Invida,  tanta  tibi  cum  fit  concefia  poteftas  ; 

Quid  juvat  humana  tingere  caede  manus  ? 

Nobileque  in  pebtus  certas  acuifle  fagittas, 

Semideamque  animam  fede  fugafie  fua  ?  30 

Talia  dum  lacrymans  alto  Tub  pedlore  volvo, 

Rofcidus  occiduis  Hejperus  exit  aquis, 

Et  larteffiaco  fubmerferat  aequore  currum 
Phoebus,  ab  eoo  littore  menfus  iter. 

Nec  mora,  membra  cavo  pofui  refovenda  cubili, 


1  Libitina ]  The  plague  that  now  raged  in  London ,  and  carried 
off  35)417  perfons.  JVhitelock's  Mem.  p.  2.  JVarton. 
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Condiderant  oculos  noxque  foporque  meos. 

Cum  mihi  vifus  eram  lato  fpatiarier  agro, 

Heu  nequit  ingenium  vifa  referre  meum. 

Illic  punicea  radiabant  omnia  luce, 

Ut  matutino  cumjuga  foie  rubent. 

Ac  veluti  cum  pandit  opes  Thaumantia  proles, 
Veftitu  nituit  multicolore  folum. 

Non  dea  tarn  variis  ornavit  floribus  hortos 
Alcinoi ,  Zephyro  Chloris  amata  levi. 

Flumina  vernantes  lambunt  argentea  campos, 
Ditior  Hejperio  flavet  arena  La  go. 

Serpit  odoriferas  per  opes  levis  aura  Favoni, 

Aura  fub  innumeris  humida  nata  rods. 

Tabs  in  extremis  terras  Gangetidis  oris 
Luciferi  regis  fingitur  elfe  domus. 

Ipfe  racemiferis  dum  denfas  vitibus  umbras 
Et  pellucentes  miror  ubique  locos, 

Ecce  mihi  fubito  Praeful  Wintonius  aftat, 

Sydereum  nitido  ful fit  in  ore  jubar  ; 

Vellis  ad  auratos  defluxit  Candida  talos, 

Infula  divinum  cinxerat  alba  caput. 

Dumque  fenex  tali  incedit  venerandus  amidtu, 
Intremuit  lasto  florea  terra  fono. 

Agmina  gemmatis  plaudunt  casleftia  pennis, 

Pura  triumphali  perfonat  asthra  tuba. 

Quifque  novum  amplexu  comitem  cantuque  falutat, 
Elofque  aliquis  placido  mifit  ab  ore  fonos ; 

Nate  veni,  &  patrii  felix  cape  gaudia  regni, 

Semper  ab  hinc  duro,  nate,  labore  vaca. 

Dixit,  &  aligeras  tetigerunt  nablia  turmae, 

At  mihi  cum  tenebris  aurea  pulfa  quies. 

Flebam  turbatos  Cephaleia  pellice  fomnos, 

Talia  contingant  fomnia  faspe  mihi. 
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Elegia  quarta.  Anno  setatis  18. 

Ad  Thomam  Junium  prceceptorem  fuum ,  apud 
mercatores  Anglicos  Hamburg ce  agentes , 
Pajioris  munere  fungentem. 

CUR  RE  per  immenfum  fubito  mea  littera  pontum, 
I,  pete  Peutonicos  laeve  per  aequor  agros, 

Segnes  rumpe  moras,  &  nil,  precor,  obftet  eunti, 

Et  feftinantis  nil  remoretur  iter. 

Ipfe  ego  Sicanio  fraenantem  carcere  ventos 
JEolon ,  &  virides  follicitabo  Deos ; 

Caeruleamque  fuis  comitatam  Dorida  Nymphis, 

Ut  tibi  dent  placidam  per  fua  regna  viam. 

At  tu,  ft  poteris,  celeres  tibi  fume  jugales, 

Vecfta  quibus  Colchis  fugit  ab  ore  viri.  xo 

Aut  queis  Priptolemus  Scythicas  devenit  in  oras 
Gratus  Eleufind  miftus  ab  urbe  puer. 

Atque  ubi  Germanas  flavere  videbis  arenas 
Ditis  ad  Hamburg#  moenia  fledle  gradum, 

Dicitur  occifo  quae  ducere  nomen  ab  Hama, 

Cimbrica  quern  fertur  clava  dedifle  neci. 

Vivit  ibi  antiquae  clarus  pietatis  honore 
Praeful  Chrifticolas  pafcere  do&us  oves  ; 

Ule  quidem  eft  animae  plufquam  pars  altera  noftrae, 
Dimidio  vitae  vivere  cogor  ego.  20 

Hei  mihi  quot  pelagi,  quot  montes  interjedli 
Me  faciunt  alia  parte  carere  mei ! 

Charior  ille  mihi  quam  tu  dodtiflime  Graium 
Cliniadi ,  pronepos  qui  Telamonis  erat. 

Quamque  Stagirites  generofo  magnus  alumno, 

Quern  peperit  Libyco  Chaonis  alma  Jovi. 

Qualis  Amyntorides,  qualis  Philyreius  Heros 
Myrmidonum  regi,  tabs  &  ille  mihi. 
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Primus  ego  Aonios  illo  praeeunte  receflus 

Luftrabam,  &  bifidi  facra  vireta  jugi,  30 

PierioJ que  haufi  latices,  Clioque  favente, 

Caftalio  fparfi  laeta  ter  ora  mero. 

Flammeus  at  fignum  ter  viderat  arietis  JEthon , 
Induxitque  auro  lanea  terga  novo, 

Bifque  novo  terram  fparfifti  Chlori  fenilem 
Gramine,  bifque  tuas  abftulit  Aufter  opes  : 

Necdum  ejus  licuit  mihi  lumina  pafcere  vultu, 

Aut  linguae  dulces  aure  bibifTe  fonos. 

Vade  igitur,  curfuque  Eurum  praeverte  fonorum, 

Quam  fit  opus  monitis  res  docet,  ipfa  vides.  40 

Invenies  dulci  cum  conjuge  forte  fedentem, 

Mulcentem  gremio  pignora  chara  fuo, 

Forfitan  aut  veterum  praelarga  volumina  patrum 
Verfantem,  aut  veri  biblia  facra  Dei. 

Caeleftive  animas  faturantem  rore  tenellas, 

Grande  falutiferas  religionis  opus. 

Utque  folet,  multam,  fit  dicere  cura  falutem, 

Dicere  quam  decuit,  fi  modo  adeftet,  herum. 

Haec  quoque  paulum  oculos  in  humum  defixa  moaeftos, 
Verba  verecundo  fis  memor  ore  loqui :  50 

Haec  tibi,  fi  teneris  vacat  inter  praelia  Mufis 
Mittit  ab  Angliaco  littore  fida  manus. 

Accipe  finceram,  quamvis  fit  fera,  falutem ; 

Fiat  &  hoc  ipfo  gratior  ilia  tibi. 

Sera  quidem,  fed  vera  fuit,  quam  cafta  recepit 
Icaris  a  lento  Penelopeia  viro. 

Aft:  ego  quid  volui  manifeftum  toilere  crimen, 

Ipfe  quod  ex  omni  parte  levare  nequit. 

Arguitur  tardus  merito,  noxamque  fatetur, 

Et  pudet  ofticium  deferuifie  fuum.  60 

Tu  modo  da  veniam  fafio,  veniamque  roganti, 

Crimina  diminui,  quae  patuere,  folent. 

Non  ferus  in  pavidos  ridtus  diducit  hiantes, 
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Vulnifico  pronos  nec  rapit  ungue  leo. 

Saspe  fariffiferi  crudelia  pedlora  Lhracis 
Supplicis  ad  mceftas  delicuere  preces. 

Extenfaeque  manus  avertunt  fulminis  idtus, 

Placat  &  iratos  hoftia  parva  Deos. 

Jamque  diu  fcripfiffe  tibi  fuit  impetus  illi. 

Neve  moras  ultra  ducere  pafius  Amor. 

Nam  vaga  Fama  refert,  heu  nuntia  vera  malorum 
In  tibi  finitimis  bella  tumere  locis. 

Teque  tuamque  urbem  truculento  milite  cingi, 

Et  jam  Saxonicos  arma  paraffe  duces. 

Te  circum  late  campos  populatur  Enyo, 

Et  fata  carne  virum  jam  cruor  arva  rigat. 

Germanifque  fuum  concefiit  Thracia  Martem> 

Illuc  Odryfios  Mars  pater  egit  equos. 

Perpetuoque  comans  jam  deflorefcit  oliva, 

Fugit  &  asrifonam  Diva  perofa  tubam, 

Fugit  io  terris,  &  jam  non  ultima  virgo 
Creditur  ad  fuperas  jufta  volafie  domos. 

Te  tamen  interea  belli  circumfonat  horror, 

Vivis  &  ignoto  folus  inopfque  folo  ; 

Et,  tibi  quam  patrii  non  exhibuere  penates 
Sede  peregrina  quasris  egenus  opem. 

Patria  dura  parens,  &  faxis  fasvior  albis 
Spumea  quae  pulfat  littoris  unda  tui, 

Siccine  te  decet  innocuos  exponere  fsetus ; 

Siccine  in  externam  ferrea  cogis  humum, 

Et  finis  ut  terris  quaerant  alimenta  remotis 
Guos  tibi  profpiciens  miferat  ipfe  Deus, 

Et  qui  laeta  ferunt  de  caelo  nuntia,  quique 
Qu^  via  poft  cineres  ducat  ad  aftra,  docent  ? 

Digna  quidem  Stygiis  quae  vivas  claufa  tenebris, 
iEternaque  animae  digna  perire  fame ! 

Haud  aliter  vates  terrse  Thejbitidis  olim 
Prefiit  inafiueto  devia  tefqua  pede, 
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Defertafque  Arabum  falebras,  dum  regis  Achabi 
Effugit  atque  tuas,  Sidoni 1  dira,  manus. 

Talis  &  horrifono  laceratus  membra  flagello, 
Paulus  ab  Admathia  pellitur  urbe  Cilix. 
Pifcofeque  ipfum  Gergejfre  cl  vis  JeJum 
Finibus  ingratus  juffit  abire  fuis. 

At  tu  fume  animos,  nec  fpes  cadat  anxia  curis 
Nec  tua  concutiat  decolor  ofTa  metus. 

Sis  etenim  quamvis  fulgentibus  oblitus  armis, 
Intententque  tibi  millia  tela  necem. 

At  nullis  vel  inerme  latus  violabitur  armis. 

Deque  tuo  cufpis  nulla  cruore  bibet. 

Namque  eris  ipfe  Dei  radiante  Tub  ^gide  tutus, 
Ule  tibi  cuftos,  &  pugil  ille  tibi ; 

Ule  Sionrere  qui  tot  fub  mcenibus  arcis 
AJJyrios  fudit  node  filente  viros  ; 

Inque  fugam  vertit  quos  in  Samaritidas  oras 
Mifit  ab  antiquis  prifca  Damajcus  agris, 

Terruit  &  denfas  pavido  rege  cohortes, 

Aere  dum  vacuo  buccina  clara  fonat, 

Cornea  pulvereum  dum  verberat  ungula  campum, 
Currus  arenofam  dum  quatit  adus  humum, 
Auditurque  hinnitus  equorum  ad  bella  ruentum, 
Et  drepitus  ferri,  murmuraque  alta  virum. 

Et  tu  (quod  fupered  miferi)  fperare  memento, 

Et  tua  magnanimo  pedore  vince  mala. 

Nec  dubites  quandoque  frui  melioribus  annis, 
Atque  iterum  patrios  poffe  videre  lares. 


100 
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1  Sidoni ]  Je-zebel ,  the  wife  of  Ahab ,  daughter  of  Ethbaal , 
king  of  the  Sidonians.  War  ton. 
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Elegia  quinta,  Anno  aetatis  20. 

In  adventum  veris. 

IN  fe  perpetuo  Tempus  revolubile  gyro 

Jam  revocat  Zephyros  vere  tepente  novos. 
Induiturque  brevem  Tellus  reparata  juventam, 
Jamque  foluta  gelu  dulce  virefcit  humus. 

Fallor  ?  an  &  nobis  redeunt  in  carmina  vires, 
Ingeniumque  mihi  munere  veris  adeft  ? 

Munere  veris  adeft,  iterumque  vigefcit  ab  illo 
(Quis  putet)  atque  aliquod  jam  fibi  pofcit  opus. 
Caftalis  ante  oculos,  bifidumque  cacumen  oberrat, 

Et  mihi  Pyrenen  fomnia  node  ferunt. 

Concitaque  arcano  fervent  mihi  pedora  motu, 

Et  furor,  &  fonitus  me  facer  intus  agit. 

Delius  ipfe  venit,  video  Peneide  lauro 
Implicitos  crines,  Delius  ipfe  venit. 

Jam  mihi  mens  liquidi  raptatur  in  ardua  coeli, 
Perque  vagas  nubes  corpore  liber  eo. 

Perque  umbras,  perque  antra  feror  penetralia  vatum 
Et  mihi  fana  patent  interiora  Deum. 

Intuiturque  animus  toto  quid  agatur  Olympo , 

Nec  fugiunt  oculos  Partara  caeca  meos. 

Quid  tarn  grande  fonat  diftento  fpiritus  ore  ? 

Quid  parit  haec  rabies,  quid  facer  ifte  furor  ? 

Ver  mihi,  quod  dedit  ingenium,  cantabitur  illo; 

Profuerint  ifto  reddita  dona  modo. 

Jam  Philomela  tuos  foliis  adoperta  novellis 
Inftituis  modulos,  dum  filet  omne  nemus. 

Urbe  ego,  tu  fylva  fimul  incipiamus  utrique, 

Et  fimul  adventum  veris  uterque  canat. 

Veris  io  rediere  vices,  celebremus  honores 
Veris,  &  hoc  fubeat  Mufa  perennis  opus. 
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Jam  fol  JEthiopas  fugiens  Pithoniaquz  arva, 

Flebtit  ad  Arbloas  aurea  lora  plagas. 

Eft  breve  nocftis  iter,  brevis  eft  mora  nocftis  opacse 
Horrida  cum  tenebris  exulat  ilia  fuis. 

Jamque  Lycaonius  plauftrum  cadefte  Bootes 
Non  ionga  fequitur  fefius  ut  ante  via, 

Nunc  etiam  folitas  circum  Jovis  atria  toto 
Excubias  agitant  fydera  rara  polo. 

Nam  dolus,  &  casdes,  &  vis  cum  nocfte  receftit, 

Neve  Giganteum  Dii  timuere  fcelus.  40- 

Forte  aliquis  fcopuli  recubans  in  vertice  paftor, 

Rofcida  cum  primo  foie  rubefcit  humus, 

Hac,  ait,  hac  certe  caruifti  noble  puella 

Bhcebe  tua,  celeres  quas  retineret  equos.  < 

Lasta  fuas  repetit  fylvas,  pharetramque  refumit 
Cynthia ,  Luciferas  ut  videt  alta  rotas, 

Et  tenues  ponens  radios  gaudere  videtur 
Officium  fieri  tarn  breve  fratris  ope. 

Defere,  Phcebus  ait,  thalamos  Aurora  feniles. 

Quid  juvat  effoeto  procubuifie  toro  ?  5o- 

Te  manet  JEolides  viridi  Venator  in  herba. 

Surge,  tuos  ignes  altus  Hymettus  habet. 

Flava  verecundo  dea  crimen  in  ore  fatetur, 

Et  matutinos  ocyus  urget  equos. 

Exuit  invifam  Tellus  rediviva  feneblam, 

Et  cupit  amplexus  Phoebe  fubire  tuos ; 

Et  cupit,  &  digna  eft,  quid  enim  formofius  ilia. 

Pandit  ut  omniferos  luxuriofa  finus, 

Atque  Arabum  fpirat  mefies,  &  ab  ore  venufto 

Mitia  cum  Paphiis  fundit  amoma  rofis.  6a 

Ecce  coronatur  facro  frons  ardua  luco, 

Cingit  ut  Id<eam  pinea  turris  Opim  ; 

Et  vario  madidos  intexit  flore  capillos, 

Floribus  &  vifa  eft  pofle  placere  fuis. 

Floribus  effufos  ut  erat  redimita  capillos 
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Tenario  placuit  diva  Sicana  Deo. 

Afpice  Phcebe  tibi  faciles  hortantur  amores, 
Mellitafque  movent  flamina  verna  preces. 

Cinnamed  Zephyr  us  leve  plaudit  odorifer  ala, 
Blanditiafque  tibi  ferre  videntur  aves. 

Nec  fine  dote  tuos  temeraria  qu^rit  amores 
Terra,  nec  optatos  pofcit  egena  toros, 

•  Alma  falutiferum  medicos  tibi  gramen  in  ufus 
Praebet,  &  hinc  titulos  adjuvat  ipfa  tuos. 

Quod  fi  te  pretium,  fi  te  fulgentia  tangunt 
Munera,  (muneribus  faepe  coemptus  Amor) 

Ilia  tibi  oftentat  quafcunque  fub  aequore  vafto, 

Et  fuperinje&is  montibus  abdit  opes. 

Ah  quoties  cum  tu  clivofo  fefius  Olympo 
In  vefpertinas  praecipitaris  aquas, 

Cur  te,  inquit,  curfu  languentem  Phcebe  diurno 
Hefperiis  recipit  Carula  mater  aquis  ? 

Quid  tibi  cum  Pethy  ?  Quid  cum  ParteJJide  lymph 
Dia  quid  immundo  perluis  ora  falo  ? 

Frigora  Phcebe  mea  melius  captabis  in  umbra. 

Hue  ades,  ardentes  imbue  rore  comas. 

Mollior  egelida  veniet  tibi  fiomnus  in  herba, 

Hue  ades,  &  gremio  lumina  pone  meo. 

Ouaque  jaces  circum  mulcebit  lene  fufurrans 
Aura  per  humentes  corpora  fufa  rofas. 

Nec  me  (crede  mihi)  terrent  Semeleia  fata, 

Nec  Phdetonteo  fumidus  axis  equo ; 

Cum  tu  Phcebe  tuo  fapientius  uteris  igni. 

Hue  ades  &  gremio  lumina  pone  meo. 

Sic  Pellus  lafeiva  fuos  fufpirat  amores ; 

Matris  in  exemplum  castera  turba  ruunt. 

Nunc  etenim  toto  currit  vagus  orbe  Cupido , 
Languentefque  fovet  folis  ab  igne  faces. 

Infonuere  novis  lethalia  cornua  nervis, 

Trifte  micant  ferro  tela  corufca  novo. 
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Jamque  vel  invidiam  tentat  fuperaffe  Dianam , 

Quasque  fedet  facro  Vefia  pudica  foco. 

Ipfa  fenefcentem  reparat  Venus  annua  formam, 

Atque  iterum  tepido  creditur  orta  mari. 

Marmoreas  juvenes  clamant  Hymen^ee  per  urbes, 

Litus  io  Hymen,  &  cava  faxa  fonant. 

Cultior  ille  venit  tunicaque  decentior  apta, 

Puniceum  redolet  veftis  odora  crocum. 

Egrediturque  frequens  ad  amoeni  gaudia  veris 

Virgineos  auro  cindla  puella  finus.  no 

Votum  eft  cuique  fuum,  votum  eft  tamen  omnibus  unum, 
Ut  fibi  quern  cupiat,  det  Cytherea  virum. 

Nunc  quoque  feptena  modulator  arundine  paftor, 
fet  fua  quas  jungat  carmina  Phyllis  habet. 

Navita  nodlurno  placat  fua  fydera  cantu, 

Belphinajo^dt  leves  ad  vada  fumma  vocat. 

Jupiter  ipfe  alto  cum  conjuge  ludit  Olympo, 

Convocat  Sc  famulos  ad  fua  fefta  Deos. 

Nunc  etiam  Satyri  cum  fera  crepufcula  furgunt, 

Pervolitant  celeri  florea  rura  choro,  120 

Sylvanufque  fua  Cypariffi  fronde  revindtus, 

Semicaperque  Deus,  femideufque  caper. 

Quasque  fub  arboribus  Dryades  latuere  vetuftis 
Per  juga,  per  folos  expatiantur  agros. 

Per  fata  luxuriat  fruticetaque  Manalius  Pan , 

Vix  Cyhele  mater,  vix  fibi  tuta  Ceres , 

Atque  aliquam  cupidus  prasdatur  Oreada  Faunas , 
Confulit  in  trepidos  dum  fibi  Nympha  pedes, 

Jamque  latet,  latitanfque  cupit  male  tedla  videri, 

Et  fugit,  &  fugiens  pervelit  ipfa  capi.  130 

Dii  quoque  non  dubitant  caelo  praeponere  fylvas, 

Et  fua  quifque  fibi  numina  lucus  habet. 

Et  fua  quifque  diu  fibi  numina  lucus  habeto, 

Nec  vos  arborea  dii  precor  ite  domo. 

Te  referant  miferis  te  Jupiter  aurea  terris 
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Ssecla,  quid  ad  nimbos  afpera  tela  redis  ? 

Tu  faltem  lente  rapidos  age  Bhcebe  jugales 
Qua  potes,  &  fenfim  tempora  veris  eant. 

Brumaque  produdtas  tarde  ferat  hifpida  no6tes> 

Ingruat  &  noftro  ferior  umbra  polo.  140 


Elegia  fexta. 

Ad  Carolum  Diodatum  ruri  commorantem. 

Qui  cum  idibus  Decemb.  fcripfiJJ'et ,  iff  fua  carmina  excufari  pojiu- 
iajfet  ft  folito  minus  effent  bona ,  quod  inter  lautitias  quibus  erat 
ab  amicis  except  us,  baud  fatis  felicem  operam  Mufis  dare  fe  pojfe 
affirmabat ,  hunc  habuit  refponfutn. 

MITTO  tibi  fanam  non  pleno  ventre  falutem. 

Qua  tu  diftento  forte  carere  potes. 

At  tua  quid  noftram  proleftat  Mufa  camasnam, 

Nec  finit  optatas  poffe  fequi  tenebras  ? 

Carmine  fcire  velis  quam  te  redamemque  colamque, 
Crede  mihi  vix  hoc  carmine  fcire  queas. 

Nam  neque  nofter  amor  modulis  includitur  ardtis, 

Nec  venit  ad  claudos  integer  ipfe  pedes. 

Quam  bene  folennes  epulas,  hilaremque  Decembrim 
Feftaque  coelifugam  quas  coluere  Deum,  10 

Deliciafque  refers,  hyberni  gaudia  ruris, 

Hauftaque  per  lepidos  Gallica  mufta  focos. 

Quid  quereris  refugam  vino  dapibufque  poefin  ? 

Carmen  amat  Bacchum ,  Carmina  Bacchus  amat. 

Nec  puduit  Phcebum  virides  geftafle  corymbos, 

Atque  hederam  lauro  praspofuifle  fuas. 

Saspius  Aoniis  clamavit  collibus  Eucc 
Mifta  Thyoneo  turba  novena  choro. 

Nafo  Coralleeis  mala  carmina  mifit  ab  agris : 

Non  illic  epulas  non  fata  vitis  erat. 
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Quid  nifi  vina3  rofafque  racemiferumque  Lyceum 
Cantavit  brevibus  Lei  a  Mufa  modis, 

Pindaricofque  inflat  numeros  Leumefius  Evan , 

Et  redolet  fumptum  pagina  quaeque  merum, 

Dum  gravis  everfo  currus  crepat  axe  fupinus, 

Et  volat  El'eo  pulvere  fufcus  eques. 

Quadrimoque  madens  Lyricen  Romanus  Iaccho 
Dulce  canit  Glyceran ,  flavicomamque  Chloen. 

Jam  quoque  lauta  tibi  generofo  menfa  paratu. 
Mentis  alit  vires,  ingeniumque  fovet. 

Maflica  foecundam  defpumant  pocula  venam, 
Fundis  &  ex  ipfo  condita  metra  cado. 

Addimus  his  artes,  fufumque  per  intima  Phcebum 
Corda  ;  favent  uni  Bacchus ,  Apollo,  Ceres. 

Scilicet  haud  mirum  tam  dulcia  carmina  per  te 
Numine  compoflto  tres  peperifle  Deos. 

Nunc  quoque  ThreJJa  tibi  caelato  barbitos  auro 
fnfonat  arguta  molliter  id: a  manu  ; 

Auditurque  chelys  fufpenfa  tapetia  circum, 
Virgineos  tremula  quae  regat  arte  pedes. 

Ilia  tuas  faltem  teneant  fpedacula  Mufas, 

Et  revocent,  quantum  crapula  pellit  iners. 

Crede  mihi  dum  pfallit  ebur,  comitataque  pledrum 
Implet  odoratos  fefta  chorea  tholos, 

Percipies  taciturn  per  pedora  ferpere  P  hoe  bum , 
Quale  repentinus  permeat  ofla  calor, 

Perque  puellares  oculos  digitumque  fonantem 
Irruet  in  totos  lapfa  Lhalia  Anus. 

Namque  Elegia  levis  multorum  cura  deorum  eft, 
Et  vocat  ad  numeros  quemlibet  ilia  fuos ; 

Liber  adefl:  elegis,  Eratoque,  Ceresque,  Venusque, 
Et  cum  purpurea  matre  tenellus  Amor. 

Talibus  inde  licent  convivia  larga  poetis, 

Saspius  &  veteri  commaduifle  mero. 

At  qui  bella  refert,  &  adulto  Tub  Jove  ccelum, 
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Heroafque  pios,  femideofque  duces, 

Et  nunc  fandta  canit  fuperum  confulta  deorum, 

Nunc  latrata  fero  regna  profunda  cane, 

Ille  quidem  parce  Samii  pro  more  magiftri 

Vivat,  &  innocuos  praebeat  herba  cibos  ;  60 

Stet  prope  fagineo  pellucida  lympha  catillo, 

Sobriaque  e  puro  pocula  fonte  bibat. 

Additur  huic  fcelerifque  vacans,  &  cafta  juventus, 

Et  rigidi  mores,  &  fine  labe  manus. 

Qualis  vefte  nitens  facra,  &  luftralibus  undis 
Surgis  ad  infenfos  augur  iture  Deos. 

Hoc  ritu  vixifie  ferunt  pofl  rapta  fagacem 
Lumina  Pirefian^  Ogygiumquz  Linon , 

Et  lare  devoto  profugum  Calchanta ,  fenemque 

Orpheon  edomitis  fola  per  antra  feris  ;  7o 

Sic  dapis  exiguus,  fic  rivi  potor  Homerus 
Dulichium  vexit  per  freta  longa  virum, 

Et  per  Monftrificam  Per/eiA  Phcebados  aulam, 

Et  vada  foemineis  infidiofa  fonis, 

Perque  tuas  rex  ime  domos,  ubi  fanguine  nigro 
Dicitur  umbrarum  detinuifie  greges. 

Diis  etenim  facer  efl  vates,  divumque  facerdos, 

Spirat  &  occultum  pedlus,  &  ora  Jovem. 

At  tu  fi  quid  agam,  fcitabere  (fi  modo  faltem 

Efie  putas  tanti  nofcere  fiquid  agam)  80 

Paciferum  canimus  caslefti  femine  regem, 

Fauftaque  facratis  faecula  pacda  libris, 

Vagitumque  Dei,  &  ftabulantem  paupere  te6lo 
Oui  fuprema  fuo  cum  patre  regna  colit. 
Stelliparumque  polum,  modulantefque  asthere  turmas, 

Et  fubito  elifos  ad  fua  fana  Deos. 


1  PerfeiP]  Circe  was  the  daughter  of  the  fun,  and  as  fome  fay, 
of  Hecate.  Ov.  Met.  vii.  74.  Rem.  Amor.  263.  TVarton, 
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Dona  quidem  dedimus  Chrifti  natalibus  ilia 
Ilia  fub  auroram  lux  mihi  prima  tulit. 

Te  quoque  prefTa  manent  patriis  meditata  cicutis, 
Tu  mihi,  cui  recitem,  judicis  inftar  eris. 


Elegia  feptima,  Anno  astatis  undevigefimo. 

NONDUM  blanda  tuas  leges  Amathufia  noram, 

Et  Paphio  vacuum  pectus  ab  igne  fuit. 

Saspe  cupidineas,  puerilia  tela,  fagittas, 

Atque  tuum  fprevi  maxime,  numen,  Amor . 

Tu  puer  imbelles  dixi  transfige  columbas, 

Conveniunt  tenero  mollia  bella  duci. 

Aut  de  pafieribus  tumidos  age,  parve,  triumphos, 

Hasc  funt  militias  digna  trophsea  tuas : 

In  genus  humanum  quid  inania  dirigis  arma  ? 

Non  valet  in  fortes  ifta  pharetra  viros.  10 

Non  tulit  hoc  Cyprius ,  (neque  enim  Deus  ullus  ad  iras 
Promptior)  &  duplici  jam  ferus  igne  calet. 

Ver  erat,  &  fummas  radians  per  culmina  villas 
Attulerat  primam  lux  tibi  Maie  diem  : 

At  mihi  adhuc  refugam  quasrebant  lumina  nodtem 
Nec  matutinum  fuftinuere  jubar. 

Aftat  Amor  lecSto,  pidlis  Amor  impiger  alis, 

Prodidit  aftantem  mota  pharetra  Deum  : 

Prodidit  &  facies,  &  dulce  minantis  ocelli, 

Et  quicquid  puero,  dignum  &  Amore  fuit.  20 

Talis  in  asterno  juvenis  Sigeius  Olympo 
Mifcet  amatori  pocula  plena  Jovi ; 

Aut  qui  formofas  pellexit  ad  ofcula  nymphas 
Lhiodamantteus  Naiade  raptus  Hylas ; 

Addideratque  iras,  fed  &  has  decuiiTe  putares, 
Addideratque  truces,  nec  fine  felle  minas. 

Et  mifer  exemplo  fapuifies  tutius,  inquit, 
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Nunc  mea  quid  pofTit  dextera  teftis  eris. 

Inter  &  expertos  vires  numerabere  noftras, 

Et  faciam  vero  per  tua  damna  fidem. 

Ipfe  ego  ft  nefcis  ftrato  Pythone  fuperbum 
Edomui  Phoebum ,  ceflit  &  ille  rnihi  ; 

Et  quoties  meminit  Peneidos ,  ipfe  fatetur 
Certius  &  gravius  tela  nocere  mea. 

Me  nequit  adducftum  curvare  peritius  arcum, 

Qui  poll:  terga  folet  vincere  Parthus  eques. 

Cy  doniufoyiz  mihi  cedit  Venator,  &  ille 
Infcius  uxori  qui  necis  author  erat. 

Eft  etiam  nobis  ingens  quoque  vidlus  Orion, 
Herculeteque  manus,  Herculeufque.  comes. 

Jupiter  ipfe  licet  fua  ful  min  a  torqueat  in  me, 
Haerebunt  lateri  fpicula  noftra  Jovis. 

Castera  quas  dubitas  melius  mea  tela  docebunt, 

Et  tua  non  leviter  corda  petenda  mihi. 

Nec  te  ftulte  tuas  poterunt  defendere  Mufae, 

Nec  tibi  Phcebteus  porriget  anguis  opem. 

Dixit,  &  aurato  quatiens  mucrone  fagittam, 

Evolat  in  tepidos  Cypridos  ille  finus. 

At  mihi  rifuro  tonuit  ferus  ore  minaci, 

Et  mihi  de  puero  non  metus  ullus  erat, 

Et  modo  qua  noftri  fpatiantur  in  urbe  ^uirites 
Et  modo  villarum  proxima  rura  placent. 

Turba  frequens,  facieque  fimillima  turba  dearum 
Splendida  per  medias  itque  reditque  vias. 

Audlaque  luce  dies  gemino  fulgore  corufcat, 

Fallor  ?  an  &  radios  hinc  quoque  Phoebus  habet. 

Hasc  ego  non  fugi  fpecftacula  grata  feverus, 

Impetus  &  quo  me  fert  juvenilis,  agor. 

Lumina  luminibus  male  providus  obvia  mifi 
Neve  oculos  potui  continuifte  meos. 

Unam  forte  aliis  fupereminuifTe  notabam, 
Principium  noftri  lux  erat  ilia  mali. 
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Sic  Venus  optaret  mortaiibus  ipfa  videri, 

Sic  regina  Deum  confpicienda  fuit. 

Hanc  memor  objecit  nobis  malus  ille  Cupido } 

Solus  &  hos  nobis  texuit  ante  dolos. 

Nec  procul  ipfe  vafer  latuit,  multaeque  fagittae, 

Et  facis  a  tergo  grande  pependit  onus. 

Nec  mora3  nunc  ciliis  hasfit,  nunc  virginis  ori, 
Infilit  hinc  labiis,  infidet  inde  genis : 

Et  quafcunque  agilis  partes  jaculator  oberrat, 

Hei  mihi,  mille  locis  pecftus  inerme  ferit. 

Protinus  infoliti  fubierunt  corda  furores, 

Uror  amans  intus,  flammaque  totus  eram. 

Interea  mifero  quas  jam  mihi  fola  placebat, 

Ablata  eft  oculis  non  reditura  meis. 

Aft  ego  progredior  tacite  querebundus,  &  excors, 
Et  dubius  volui  fas pe  referre  pedem. 

Findor,  &  hasc  remanet,  fequitur  pars  altera  votum 
"Raptaque  tarn  fubito  gaudia  flere  juvat. 

Sic  dolet  amiftum  proles  Junonia  ccelum. 

Inter  Lemniacos  prascipitata  focos. 

Tabs  &  abreptum  folem  refpexit,  ad  Or  cum 
Vedlus  ab  attonitis  Amphiaraus  equis. 

Quid  faciam  infelix,  &  ludtu  vidtus,  amores 
Nec  licet  inceptos  ponere,  neve  fequi. 

O  utinam  fpedlare  femel  mihi  detur  amatos 
Vultus,  &  coram  triftia  verba  loqui ! 

Forfitan  &  duro  non  eft  adamante  creata, 

Forte  nec  ad  noftras  furdeat  ilia  preces. 

Crede  mihi  nullus  fic  infeliciter  arfit, 

Ponar  in  exemplo  primus  &  unus  ego. 

Parce  precor  teneri  cum  fis  Deus  ales  amoris, 
Pugnent  officio  nec  tua  fahla  tuo. 

Jam  tuus  O  certe  eft  mihi  formidabilis  arcus, 

Nate  dea,  jaculis  nec  minus  igne  potens  : 

Et  tua  fumabunt  noftris  altaria  donis, 
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Solus  &  in  fuperis  tu  mihi  fummus  eris. 

Deme  meos  tandem,  verum  nec  deme  furores, 
Nefcio  cur,  mifer  eft  fuaviter  omnis  amans  : 

Tu  modo  da  facilis,  pofthaec  mea  fiqua  futura  eft, 
Cufpis  amaturos  figat  ut  una  duos. 


HiEC  ego  mente  olim  lasva,  ftudioque  fupino 
Nequitias  pofui  vana  trophasa  meae. 
Scilicet  abreptum  ftc  me  malus  impulit  error, 
Indocilifque  astas  prava  magiftra  fuit. 

Donee  Socraticos  umbrofa  Academia  rivos 
Praebuit,  admiflum  dedocuitque  jugum. 
Protinus  extindlis  ex  illo  tempore  flammis, 

Cindta  rigent  multo  pedtora  noftra  gelu. 

Unde  fuis  frigus  metuit  puer  ipfe  Sagittis , 

Et  Biomedeam  vim  timet  ipfe  Venus. 


IOO 
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In  Proditionem  Bombardicam. 

UM  fimul  in  regem  nuper  latrapafque  Bri- 
tannos 

Aufus  es  infandum  perfide  Fauxe  nefas, 
Fallor  ?  an  &  mitis  voluifti  ex  parte  videri, 
Et  penfare  mala  cum  pietate  fcelus  ; 

Scilicet  hos  alti  miliums  ad  atria  caeli, 

Sulphureo  curru  flammivolifque  rotis. 

Qualiter  ille  feris  caput  inviolabile  Parcis 
Liquit  Jordanios  turbine  raptus  agros. 


In  eandem. 


SICCINE  tentafti  caelo  donafTe  Jdcobum 
Quae  feptemgemino  Belua  monte  lates  ? 

Ni  meliora  tuum  poterit  dare  munera  numen, 

Parce  precor  donis  infidiofa  tuis. 

Ille  quidem  fine  te  confortia  ferus  adivit 
Aftra,  nec  inferni  pulveris  ufus  ope. 

Sic  potius  foedos  in  caelum  pelle  cucullos, 

Et  quot  habet  brutos  Roma  profana  Deos, 

Namque  hac  aut  alia  nifi  quemque  adjuveris  arte, 

Crede  mihi  caeli  vix  bene  fcandet  iter.  io 
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In  eandem. 


PURGATOREM  animae  derifit  Idcobus  ignem, 

Et  fine  quo  fuperum  non  adeunda  domus. 
Frenduit  hoc  trina  monftrum  Latiale  corona 
Movit  &  horrificum  cornua  dena  minax. 

Et  nec  inultus  ait  temnes  mea  facra  Britanne , 

Supplicium  fpreta  relligione  dabis. 

Et  fi  ftelligeras  unquam  penetraveris  arces. 

Non  nifi  per  flammas  trifte  patebit  iter. 

O  quam  funefto  cecinifti  proxima  vero, 

Verbaque  ponderibus  vix  caritura  fuis  !  ia 

Nam  prope  Lartareo  fublime  rotatus  ab  igni 
Ibat  ad  asthereas  umbra  perufta  plagas. 


In  eandem. 

/^\UEM  modo  Roma  fuis  devoverat  impia  diris, 
Et  Styge  damnarat  T '<enarioc±ue  finu, 

Hunc  vice  mutata  jam  tollere  gefiit  ad  aftra, 

Et  cupit  ad  fuperos  evehere  ufque  Deos. 


In  inventorem  Bombards. 


JAB  ET 70  NJD  EM  laudavit  casca  vetuftas, 
Qui  tulit  astheream  folis  ab  axe  facem  ; 
At  mihi  major  erit,  qui  lurida  creditur  arm  a, 
Et  trifidum  fulmen  furripuifie  Jovi. 


Ad  Leonoram  Romas  canentem. 


ANGELUS  unicuique  fuus  (fic  credite  gentes) 
Obtigit  asthereis  ales  ab  ordinibus. 

Quid  mirum  ?  Leonora  tibi  fi  gloria  major. 
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Nam  tua  pra^fentem  vox  fonat  ipfa  Deum. 
Aut  Deus,  aut  vacui  certe  mens  tertia  coeli 
Per  tua  fecreto  guttura  ferpit  agens ; 

Serpit  agens,  facilifque  docet  mortalia  corda 
Senfim  immortali  aftuefcere  pofie  fono. 

Quod  ft  cunda  quidem  Deus  eft,  per  cuncftaque 
In  te  una  loquitur,  cetera  mutus  habet. 


Ad  eandem. 

A  LTERA  Lorquatum  cepit  Leonora  Poetam, 
Cujus  ab  infano  ceftit  amore  furens. 

Ah  mifer  ille  tuo  quanto  felicius  asvo 
Perditus,  &  propter  te  Leonora  foret ! 

Et  te  Pier  id  fenftftet  voce  canentem 
Aurea  maternas  fila  movere  lyrae, 

Ouamvis  Dirc^eo  torftftet  lumina  Pentheo 
Saevior,  aut  totus  deftpuiftet  iners, 

Tu  tamen  errantes  casca  vertigine  fenfus 
Voce  eadem  poteras  compofuifte  tua  ; 

Et  poteras  asgro  fpirans  fub  corde  quietem 
Flexanimo  cantu  reftituifte  ftbi. 


Ad  eandem. 

CREDULA  quid  liquidam  Sirena  Neapoli  jadl 
Claraque  Parthenopes  fana  Acheloiados , 
Littoreamque  tua  defunbtam  Naiada  ripa 
Corpora  Chalcidico  facra  dedifte  rogo  ? 

Ilia  quidem  vivitque,  &  amoena  Libridis  unda 
Mutavit  rauci  murmura  Paufilipi. 

Illic  Romulidum  ftudiis  ornata  fecundis, 

Atque  homines  cantu  detinet  atque  Deos. 
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In  Salmafii  Hundredam. 

I^AUIS  expedivit  Salmafio  fuam  Hundredam , 
xlk/  Picamque  docuit  verba  noftra  conari  ? 
Magifter  artis  venter,  et  Jacobei 
Centum  exulantis  vifcera  marfupii  regis. 

Quod  fi  doloft  fpes  refulferit  nummi, 

Xpfe,  Antichrifti  modo  qui  primatum  Papas 
Minatus  uno  eft  diftipare  fufflatu, 

Cantabit  ultro  Cardinalitium  melos. 


In  Salmaflum. 


GAUDETE  fcombri,  et  quicquia  eft  pifcium  falo 
Oui  frigida  hyeme  incolitis  algentes  freta  ! 
Veftrum  mifertus  ille  Salmafius  Eques 
Bonus,  amicire  nuditatem  cogitat ; 

Chartasque  largus,  apparat  papyrinos 
Vobis  cucullos,  pra^ferentes  Claudii 
Inftgnia,  nomenque  et  decus,  Salmajii : 

Geftetis  ut  per  omne  cetarium  forum 
Equitis  clientes,  fcriniis  mungentium 
Cubito  virorum,  et  capfulis,  gratiftimos. 


GALL1  ex  concubitu  gravidam  te,  Pontia ,  Mori , 
Quis  bene  moratam,  morigeramque  neget  ? 


Apologus  de  Ruftico  &  Hero. 


RUSTICUS  ex  Malo  fapidiftima  poma  quotannis 
Legit,  &  urbano  ledla  dedit  Domino  : 

Hie  incredibili  frud:us  dulcedine  Captus 
Malum  ipfam  in  proprias  tranftulit  areolas. 
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Hadlenus  ilia  ferax^  fed  longo  debilis  aevo, 

Mota  folo  affuetOj  protinus  aret  iners. 

Quod  tandem  ut  patuit  Domino^  fpe  lufus  inani, 
Damnavit  celeres  in  fua  damna  manus. 

Atque  ait,  Heu  quanto  fatius  fuit  ilia  Coloni 

(Parva  licet)  grato  dona  tuliffe  animo  !  io 

Poflem  Ego  avaritiam  frcenare,  gulamque  voracem  : 
Nunc  periere  mihi  &  fcetus  &  ipfa  parens. 


Ad  Chriftinam  Suecorum  Reginam, 
nomine  Cromwelli. 


BELLIPOTENS  virgo,  feptem  regina  trionum, 
Chriftina,  Arffioi  lucida  ftella  poli ! 

Cernis,  quas  merui  dura  fub  calfide  rugas, 

Utque  fenex  armis  impiger  ora  tero  ; 

Invia  fatorum  dum  per  veftigia  nitor, 

Exequor  et  populi  fortia  juiia  manu. 

Aft  tibi  fubmittit  frontem  reverentior  umbra : 

Nec  funt  hi  vultus  regibus  ufque  truces. 
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Anno  aetatis  16.  In  obitum  Procancel- 

larii  medici. 


^^I^ARERE  fati  difcite  legibus, 

Manufque  Parc<e  jam  date  fupplices, 
Qui  pendulum  telluris  orbem 
Iapeti  colitis  nepotes. 

Vos  ft  relicfto  mors  vaga  Thenar o 
Semel  vocarit  flebilis.,  heu  morse 
Tentantur  incaftum  dolique  ; 

Per  tenebras  Stygis  ire  certum  eft. 

Si  deftinatam  pellere  dextera 
Mortem  valeret,  non  ferus  Hercules 
Nefti  venenatus  cruore 
jp  mat  hid  jacuiflet  Oetd. 

Nec  fraude  turpi  Palladis  invidas 
Vidiftet  occifum  Uion  Hedlora,  aut 
Ouem  larva  Pelidis  peremit 
Enfe  Locro,  Jove  lacrymante. 

Si  trifte  fatum  verba  Hecat'eia 
Fugare  poftint,  Pelegoni  parens 
Vixiftet  infamis,  potentique 
PEgiali  foror  ufa  virga. 

Numenque  trinum  fallere  ft  queant 
Artes  medentum>  ignotaque  gramina, 


IQ 
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Non  gnarus  herbarum  Machaon 
Eurypyli  cecidiflet  hafta. 

Lasfifiet  &  nec  te  Philyreie 
Sagitta  echidnas  perlita  {anguine, 

Nec  tela  te  fulmenque  avitum 
Casfe  puer  genitricis  alvo. 
Tuque  O  alumno  major  Apolline , 
Gentis  togatas  cui  regimen  datum, 
Frondofa  quern  nunc  Cirrha  luget, 
Et  mediis  Helicon  in  undis, 

Jam  praefuiffes  Palladio  gregi 
Lastus,  fuperftes,  nec  fine  gloria, 

Nec  puppe  luftrafies  Charontis 
Horribiles  barathri  recefius. 

At  fila  rupit  Perfephone  tua 
Irata,  cum  te  viderit  artibus 
Succoque  pollenti  tot  atris 
Faucibus  eripuifie  mortis. 
Colende  prasfes,  membra  precor  tua 
Molli  quiefcant  cefpite,  &  ex  tuo 
Crefcant  rofas,  calthasque  bufto, 
Purpureoque  hyacinthus  ore. 

Sit  mite  de  te  judicium  ALaci , 
Subrideatque  Adtniea  Proferpina , 
Interque  felices  perennis 
Elyfio  fpatiere  campo. 


30 


40 


In  quintum  Novembris,  Anno  astatis  17. 

JAM  pius  extrema  veniens  Iacobus  ab  ardto 
Teucrigenas  populos,  lateque  patentia  regna 
Albionum  tenuit,  jamque  inviolabile  fcedus 
Sceptra  Caledoniis  conjunxerat  Anglica  Scot  is  : 
Pacificufque  novo  felix  divefque  fedebat 
In  folio,  occultique  doli  fecurus  &  hoftis : 
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Cum  ferus  ignifluo  regnans  Acheronte  tyrannus, 
Eumenidum  pater,  asthereo  vagus  exul  Olympo , 

Forte  per  immenfum  terrarum  erraverat  orbem, 
Dinumerans  fceleris  focios,  vernafque  fideles,  10 

Participes  regni  poll  funera  moefta  futuros  ; 

Hie  tempeftates  medio  ciet  aere  diras, 

Illic  unanimes  odium  ftruit  inter  amicos, 

Armat  &  invidtas  in  mutua  vifeera  gentes ; 

Regnaque  olivifera  vertit  florentia  pace, 

Et  quofeunque  videt  purae  virtutis  amantes, 

Hos  cupit  adjicere  imperio,  fraudumque  magifter 
Tentat  inacceffum  fceleri  corrumpere  pedtus, 

Infldiafque  locat  tacitas,  caflefque  latentes 

Tend  it,  ut  incautos  rapiat,  feu  Cafpia  Tigris  20 

Infequitur  trepidam  deferta  per  avia  praedam 

Nodte  fub  illuni,  &  fomno  nidlantibus  aftris. 

Talibus  infeftat  populos  Summanus 1  &  urbes 
Cindtus  casruleae  fumanti  turbine  flam  mas. 

Jamque  fluentifonis  albentia  rupibus  arva 
Apparent,  &  terra  Deo  diledta  marino, 

Cui  nomen  dederat  quondam  Neptunia  proles 
Amphitryoniaden  qui  non  dubitavit  atrocem 
iEquore  tranato  furiali  pofeere  bello. 

Ante  expugnatas  crudelia  fascula  Troi<e.  30 

At  fimul  hanc  opibufque  &  fefta  pace  beatam 
Afpicit,  &  pingues  donis  Cerealibus  agros, 

Quodque  magis  aoluit,  venerantem  numina  veri 
Sandta  Dei  populum,  tandem  fufpiria  rupit 
Tartareos  ignes  &  luridum  olentia  fulphur. 

Oualia  Trinacrid  trux  ab  Jove  claufus  in  Adtna 
Efflat  tabifico  monftrofus  ab  ore  Tiphceus. 

Ignefcunt  oculi,  ftridetque  adamantinus  ordo 
Dentis,  ut  armorum  fragor,  idtaque  cufpide  cufpis. 


Summanus ]  i.  e.  Pluto.  Ov.  Faff  vi.  731.  JVarton. 
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Atque  pererrato  folum  hoc  lacrymabile  mundo  4o 

Inveni,  dixit,  gens  hasc  mihi  fola  rebellis, 

Contemtrixque  jugi,  noftraque  potentior  arte. 

Ilia  tamen,  mea  fi  quicquam  tentamina  poffunt. 

Non  feret  hoc  impune  diu,  non  ibit  inulta, 

Hadtenus  ;  &  piceis  liquido  natat  aere  pennis  ; 

Qua  volat,  adverfi  prascurfant  agmine  venti, 

Denfantur  nubes,  &  crebra  tonitrua  fulgent. 

Jamque  pruinofas  velox  fuperaverat  alpes, 

Et  tenet  Aufonite  fines,  a  parte  finiftra 
Nimbifer  Appenninus  erat,  prifcique  Sabini ,  5o 

Dextra  veneficiis  infamis  Hetruria ,  nec  non 
Te  furtiva  Eibris  Thetidi  videt  ofcula  dantem  ; 

Hinc  Mavortigerice  confiftit  in  arce  Quirini. 

Reddiderant  dubiam  jam  fera  crepufcula  lucem. 

Cum  circumgreditur  totam  Tricoronifer  urbem, 
Panificofque  Deos  portat,  fcapulifque  virorum 
Evehitur,  praseunt  fubmiffo  poplite  reges, 

Et  mendicantum  feries  longiffima  fratrum  ; 

Cereaque  in  manibus  geftant  funalia  casci, 

Cimmeriis  nati  in  tenebris,  vitamque  trahentes.  Go 

Templa  dein  multis  fubeunt  lucentia  tasdis 
(Vefper  erat  facer  ifte  Retro )  fremitufque  canentum 
Saspe  tholos  implet  vacuos,  &  inane  locorum. 

Qualiter  exululat  Bromius ,  Bromiique  caterva, 

Orgia  cantantes  in  Echionio  Aracyntho , 

Dum  tremit  attonitus  vitreis  AJopus  in  undis, 

Et  procul  ipfe  cava  refponfat  rupe  Cithceron. 

His  igitur  tandem  folenni  more  peradlis, 

Nox  fenis  amplexus  Erebi  taciturna  reliquit, 
Praecipitefque  impellit  equos  ftimulante  flagello,  70 

Captum  oculis  Eyphlonta ,  MelanchatemqyiQ  ferocem, 
Atque  Acherontteo  prognatam  patre  Siopen 
Torpidam,  &  hirfutis  horrentem  Phrica  capillis. 

Interea  regum  domitor,  Phlegetontius  hasres, 


240 


STLVARUM  LIBER. 


Ingreditur  thalamos  (neque  enim  fecretus  adulter 
Producit  denies  molli  fine  pellice  nodtes) 

At  vix  compofitos  fomnus  claudebat  ocellos, 

Cum  niger  umbrarum  dominus,  redlorque  filentum, 
Praedatorque  hominum  falfa  Tub  imagine  tedtus 
Aftitit,  afiumptis  micuerunt  tempora  canis, 

Barba  finus  promifia  tegit,  cineracea  longo 
Syrmate  verrit  humum  vefiis,  pendetque  cucullus 
Vertice  de  rafo,  &  ne  quicquam  defit  ad  artes, 
Cannabeo  lumbos  conftrinxit  fune  falaces. 

Tarda  feneftratis  figens  veftigia  calceis. 

Tabs  uti  fama  eft,  vafta  Francifcus  eremo 
Tetra  vagabatur  folus  per  luftra  ferarum, 

Sylveftrique  tulit  genti  pia  verba  falutis 
Impius,  atque  lupos  domuit,  Lybicofoysz  leones. 

Subdolus  at  tali  Serpens  velatus  amidtu 
Solvit  in  has  fallax  ora  execrantia  voces ; 

Dormis  nate  ?  Etiamne  tuos  fopor  opprimit  artus  ? 
Immemor  O  fidei,  pecorumque  oblite  tuorum  ! 

Bum  cathedram  venerande  tuam,  diademaque  triplex 
Ridet  Hyperboreo  gens  barbara  nata  Tub  axe, 
Dumque  pharetrati  fpernunt  tua  jura  Britanni : 

Surge,  age,  furge  piger,  Latins  quern  Cxjar  adorat, 
Cui  referata  patet  convexi  janua  cash, 

Turgentes  animos,  &  faftus  frange  procaces, 
Sacrilegique  fciant,  tua  quid  maledidtio  pofiit, 

Et  quid  Apoftolicae  pofiit  cuftodia  clavis ; 

Et  memor  Hejperi^e  disjedtam  ulcifcere  clafiem, 
Merfaque  Iberorum  lato  vexilla  profundo, 
Sandtorumque  cruci  tot  corpora  fixa  probrofas, 
Lhermodoontea  nuper  regnante  puella. 

At  tu  fi  tenero  mavis  torpefcere  letfio 
Crefcentefque  negas  hofti  contundere  vires, 

' Tyrrhenian  implebit  numerofo  milite  pontum, 
Signaque  Aventino  ponet  fulgentia  colle  : 
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Relliquias  veterum  franget,  flammifque  cremabit, 
Sacraque  calcabit  pedibus  tua  colla  profanis, 

Cujus  gaudebant  foleis  dare  balia  reges. 

Nec  tamen  hunc  beliis  &  aperto  Marte  laceftes, 

Irritus  ille  labor,  tu  callidus  utere  fraude, 

Quaelibet  hasreticis  difponere  retia  fas  eft  ; 

Jamque  ad  confilium  extremis  rex  magnus  ab  oris 
Patricios  vocat,  &  procerum  de  ftirpe  creatos, 
Grandaevofque  patres  trabea,  canifque  verendos  ; 

Hos  tu  membratim  poteris  confpergere  in  auras, 

Atque  dare  in  cineres,  nitrati  pulveris  igne 
fEdibus  injedo,  qua  convenere,  fub  imis. 

Protinus  ipfe  igitur  quofcunque  habet  Anglia  fidos 
Propoftti,  fadique  mone,  quifquamne  tuorum 
Audebit  fummi  non  jufta  faceftere  Papas. 

Perculfofque  metu  fubito,  cafumque  ftupentes 
Invadat  vel  Gallus  atrox,  vel  fasvus  Iberus. 

Saseula  ftc  illic  tandem  Mariana  redibunt. 

Tuque  in  belligeros  iterum  dominaberis  Anglos . 

Et  nequid  timeas,  divos  divafque  fecundas 
Accipe,  quotque  tuis  celebrantur  numina  faftis.  130 

Dixit  &  adfcitos  ponens  malefidus  amidus 
Fugit  ad  infandam,  regnum  illastabile,  Lethen. 

Jam  rofea  Eoas  pandens  Lithonia  portas 
Veftit  inauratas  redeunti  lumine  terras ; 

Masftaque  adhuc  nigri  deplorans  funera  nati 
Irrigat  ambroftis  montana  cacumina  guttis  ; 

Cum  fomnos  pepulit  ftellatas  janitor  aulas 
Nodurnos  vifus,  &  fomnia  grata  revolvens. 

Eft  locus  asterna  feptus  caligine  nodis 
Yafta  ruinofi  quondam  fundamina  tedi,  140 

Nunc  torvi  fpelunca  Phoni,  Prodoteque  bilinguis 
Effera  quos  uno  peperit  Difcordia  partu. 

Hie  inter  casmenta  jacent  prasruptaque  faxa, 

Ofla  inhumata  virum,  &  trajeda  cadavera  ferro  ; 
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Hie  Dolus  intortis  Temper  fedet  ater  ocellis, 

Jurgiaque,  &  ftimulis  armata  Calumnia  fauces. 

Et  Furor,  atque  vise  moriendi  mille  videntur, 

Et  Timor,  exanguifque  locum  circumvolat  Horror, 
Perpetuoque  leves  per  muta  filentia  Manes, 

Exululant,  tellus  &  fanguine  confcia  ftagnat.  150 

Ipfi  etiam  pavidi  latitant  penetralibus  antri 
Et  Phonos,  &  Prodotes,  nulloque  fequente  per  antrum 
Antrum  horrens,  fcopulofum,  atrum  feralibus  umbris 
Diffugiunt  fontes,  &  retro  lumina  vortunt, 

Hos  pugiles  Rom*e  per  faecula  longa  fideles 
Evocat  antiftes  Babylonius ,  atque  ita  fatur. 

Finibus  occiduis  circumfufum  incolit  aequor 
Gens  exofa  mihi,  prudens  natura  negavit 
Indignam  penitus  noftro  conjungere  mundo  : 

Illuc,  ftc  jubeo,  celeri  contendite  greffu,  160 

Tartareoque  leves  difflentur  pulvere  in  auras 
Et  rex  &  pariter  fatrapae,  fcelerata  propago 
Et  quotquot  fidei  caluere  cupidine  verse 
Confilii  focios  adhibete,  operifque  miniftros. 

Finierat,  rigidi  cupide  paruere  gemelli. 

Interea  longo  fledtens  curvamine  coelos 
Defpicit  aetherea  dominus  qui  fulgurat  arce, 

Vanaque  perverfse  ridet  conamina  turbae, 

Atque  fui  caufam  populi  volet  ipfe  tueri. 

EfTe  ferunt  fpatium,  qua  diftat  ab  Aftde  terra  170 
Fertilis  Europe ,  &  fpedlat  Mareotidas  undas  ; 

Hie  turris  poftta  eft  Titanidos  ardua  Famae  1 
./Erea,  lata,  fonans,  rutilis  vicinior  aftris 
Guam  fuperimpofitum  vel  Athos  vel  Pelion  OJfee 
Mille  fores  aditufque  patent,  totidemque  feneftrae, 
Amplaque  per  tenues  tranftucent  atria  muros; 


1  Titanidos  Famed]  Fame  is  the  fifter  of  two  of  the  titans. 
/. En .  iv.  179.  JVarton . 
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Excitat  hie  varios  plebs  agglomerata  fufurros; 

Qualiter  inftrepitant  circum  mulcftralia  bombis 
Agmina  mufearum,  aut  texto  per  ovilia  junco, 

Dum  Canis  aeftivum  coeli  petit  ardua  culmen  180 

Ipfa  quidem  fumma  fedet  ultrix  matris  in  arce, 

Auribus  innumeris  cindfcum  caput  eminet  olli, 

Queis  fonitum  exiguum  trahit,  atque  leviflima  captat 
Murmura,  ab  extremis  patuli  confinibus  orbis. 

Nec  tot  Ariftoride  fervator  inique  juvencas 
Ihdos,  immiti  volvebas  lumina  vultu, 

Lumina  non  unquam  tacito  nutantia  fomno, 

Lumina  fubjedtas  late  fpedlantia  terras. 

Iftis  ilia  folet  loca  luce  carentia  faspe 

Perluftrare,  etiam  radianti  impervia  foli.  i9o 

Millenifque  loquax  auditaque  vifaque  linguis 

Cuilibet  effundit  temeraria,  veraque  mendax 

Nunc  minuit,  modo  conficftis  fermonibus  auget. 

Sed  tamen  a  noftro  meruifti  carmine  laudes 
Fama,  bonum  quo  non  aliud  veracius  ullum, 

Nobis  digna  cani,  nec  te  memorafle  pigebit 
Carmine  tarn  longo,  fervati  fcilicet  Angli 
Officiis  vaga  diva  tuis,  tibi  reddimus  aequa. 

Te  Deus  aeternos  motu  qui  temperat  ignes, 

Fulmine  prasmiflo  alloquitur,  terraque  tremente:  zoo 

Fama  hies  ?  an  te  latet  impia  Papiftarum 
Conjurata  cohors  in  meque  meofque  Brit  anno  s , 

Et  nova  feeptrigero  casdes  meditata  Iacobo : 

Nec  plura,  ilia  ftatim  fenfit  mandata  Tonantis, 

Et  fatis  ante  fugax  ftridentes  induit  alas, 

Induit  &  variis  exilia  corpora  plumis  ; 

Dextra  tubam  geftat  Lemefao  ex  aere  fonoram. 

Nec  mora  jam  pennis  cedentes  remigat  auras, 

Atque  parum  eft  curfu  celeres  prsevertere  nubes, 
j  am  ventos,  jam  folis  equos  poft  terga  reliquit : 

Et  primo  Angliacas  folito  de  more  per  urbes 
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Ambiguas  voces,  incertaque  murmura  fpargit, 

Mox  arguta  dolos,  &  deteftabile  vulgat 
Proditionis  opus,  nec  non  fadla  horrida  di<5tu, 
Authorefque  addit  fceleris,  nec  garrula  caecis 
Infidiis  loca  ftrudta  filet ;  ftupuere  relatis, 

Et  pariter  juvenes,  pariter  tremuere  puellas, 
EfFaetique  fenes  pariter,  tantaeque  ruinae 
Senfus  ad  astatem  fubito  penetraverat  omnem 
Attamen  interea  populi  miferefcit  ab  alto 
iEthereus  pater,  &  crudelibus  obftitit  aufis 
Papicolum  ;  capti  poenas  raptantur  ad  acres  ; 

At  pia  thura  Deo,  &  grati  folvuntur  honores ; 
Compita  laeta  focis  genialibus  omnia  fumant ; 

Turba  choros  juvenilis  agit :  Quintoque  Novembris 
Nulla  Dies  toto  occurrit  celebratior  anno. 


Anno  zetatis  17.  In  obitum  Prsefulis 

Elienfis. 

ADHUC  madentes  rore  fqualebant  gen^, 

Et  ficca  nondum  lumina ; 

Adhuc  liquentis  imbre  turgebant  falis, 

Quern  nuper  efFudi  pius, 

Dum  mcefta  charo  jufta  perfolvi  rogo 
Wintonienfis  prsefulis. 

Cum  centilinguis  Fama  (proh  Temper  mali 
Cladifque  vera  nuntia) 

Spargit  per  urbes  divitis  Britannia^ 

Populofque  Neptuno  fatos, 

CefFifFe  morti,  &  ferreis  fororibus 
Te  generis  humani  decus, 

Oui  rex  facrorum  ilia  fuifti  in  infula 
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Quae  nomen  Anguilla1 * *  tenet. 

Tunc  inquietum  pedtus  ira  protinus 
Ebulliebat  fervida, 

Tumulis  potentem  faepe  devovens  deam  : 

Nec  vota  Nafo  in  Ibida 
Concepit  alto  diriora  pectore, 

Graiu/quU  vates  parcius  20 

Turpem  Lycambis  execratus  eft  dolum, 

Sponfamque  Neobolen  fuam. 

At  ecce  diras  ipfe  dum  fundo  graves, 

Et  imprecor  neci  necem, 

Audifle  tales  videor  attonitus  fonos 
Leni,  fub  aura,  flamine  : 

Caecos  furores  pone,  pone  vitream 
Bilemque  &  irritas  minas, 

Quid  temere  violas  non  nocenda  numina, 

Subitoque  ad  iras  percita.  30 

Non  eft,  ut  arbitraris  elufus  mifer, 

Mors  atra  No dt is  filia, 

Erebove  patre  creta,  five  Erinnye , 

Vaftove  nata  fub  Chao : 

Aft  ilia  caelo  mifla  ftellato,  Dei 
Mefles  ubique  colligit ; 

Animafque  mole  carnea  reconditas 
In  lucem  &  auras  evocat : 

Ut  cum  fugaces  excitant  Horae  diem 

Themidos  Jovifcyit  Elias  ;  4° 

Et  fempiterni  ducit  ad  vultus  patris ; 

At  jufta  raptat  impios 
Sub  regna  furvi  ludtuofa  Tartari , 


1  Anguilla ]  4  ElyJ  fo  called  from  its  abundance  of  eels. 

Warton. 

~  Grains ]  Archilochus .  Warton. 
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Sedefque  fubterraneas 
Hanc  ut  vocantem  laetus  audivi,  cito 
Fcedum  reliqui  carcerem, 

Volatilefque  fauftus  inter  milites 
Ad  aftra  fublimis  feror  : 

Vates  ut  olim  raptus  ad  ccelum  fenex 

Auriga  currus  ignei,  50 

Non  me  Bootis  terruere  lucidi 
Sarraca  tarda  frigore,  aut 
Formidolofi  Scorpionis  brachia. 

Non  ends  Orion  tuus. 

Praetervolavi  fulgidi  fobs  globum, 

Longeque  fub  pedibus  deam 
Vidi  triformem,  dum  coercebat  fuos 
Frenis  dracones  aureis. 

Erraticorum  fyderum  per  ordines. 

Per  ladteas  vehor  plagas3  60 

Velocitatem  faepe  miratus  novam, 

Donee  nitentes  ad  fores 

Ventum  eft  Olympic  &  regiam  Chryftallinam,  & 
Stratum  fmaragdis  Atrium. 

Sed  hie  tacebo.,  nam  quis  effari  queat 
Oriundus  humano  patre 
Amcenitates  illius  loci,  mihi 
Sat  eft  in  sternum  frui. 


Naturam  non  pati  fenium. 

HEU  quam  perpetuis  erroribus  a6ta  fatifeit 

Avia  mens  hominum,  tenebrifq;  immerfa  profundis- 
Oedipodioniam  volvit  fub  pedlore  nodlem ! 

Quae  vefana  fuis  metiri  fadla  deorum 
Audet,  &  incifas  leges  adamante  perenni 
Aftimilare  fuis,  nulloque  folubile  faeclo 
Confilium  fati  perituris  alligat  horis. 
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Ergone  marcefcet  fulcantibus  obhta  rugis 
Naturae  facies,  &  rerum  publica  mater 
Omniparum  contradla  uterum  fterilefcet  ab  aevo  ? 
Et  fe  faffa  fenem  male  certis  paffibus  ibit 
Sidereum  tremebunda  caput  ?  num  tetra  vetuftas 
Annorumque  asterna  fames,  fqualorque  fitufque 
Sidera  vexabunt  ?  an  &  infatiabile  Tempus 
Efuriet  Caelum,  rapietque  in  vifcera  patrem  ? 

Heu,  potuitne  fuas  imprudens  Jupiter  arces 
Hoc  contra  mumfle  nefas,  &  temporis  ifto 
ExemifTe  malo,  gyrofque  dediffe  perennes  ? 

Ergo  erit  ut  quandoque  fono  dilapfa  tremendo 
Convexi  tabulata  ruant,  atque  obvius  i<5tu 
Stridat  uterque  polus,  fuperaque  ut  Olympius  aula 
Decidat,  horribilifque  retebta  Gorgone  Fallas. 
Oualis  in  yEg^eam  proles  Junonia  Lemnon 
Deturbata  facro  cecidit  de  limine  cadi. 

Tu  quoque  Phoebe  tui  cafus  imitabere  nati 
Prscipiti  curru,  fubitaque  ferere  ruina 
Pronus,  &  extindla  fumabit  lampade  Nereus , 

Et  dabit  attonito  feralia  fibila  ponto. 

Tunc  etiam  aerei  divulfis  fedibus  Hsemi 
Diffultabit  apex,  imoque  allifa  barathro 
Terrebunt  Stygium  dejedta  Ceraunia  Ditem 
In  fuperos  quibus  ufus  erat,  fraternaque  bella. 

At  pater  omnipotens  fundatis  fortius  aflris 
Confuluit  rerum  fummas,  certoque  peregit 
Pondere  fatorum  lances,  atque  ordine  fummo 
Singula  perpetuum  juffit  fervare  tenorem. 

Volvitur  hinc  lapfu  mundi  rota  prima  diurno; 
Raptat  &  ambitos  focia  vertigine  caelos. 

Tardior  haud  folito  Saturnus ,  &  acer  ut  olim 
Fulmineum  rutilat  criftata  caftide  Mavors. 
Floridus  asternum  Phoebus  juvenile  corufcat, 

Nec  fovet  effect  as  loca  per  declivia  terras 
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Devexo  temone  Dens ;  fed  Temper  arnica 
Luce  potens  eadem  currit  per  figna  rotarum, 

Surgit  odoratis  pariter  formofus  ab  Indis 
iEthereum  pecus  albenti  qui  cogit  Olympo 
Mane  vocans,  &  ferus  agens  in  pafcua  coeli, 

Temporis  &  gemino  difpertit  regna  colore. 

Fulget,  obitque  vices  alterno  Delia  cornu, 

Caeruleumque  ignem  paribus  compledlitur  ulnis.  50 

Nec  variant  elementa  fidem,  folitoque  fragore 
Lurida  perculfas  jaculantur  fulmina  rupes. 

Nec  per  inane  furit  leviori  murmure  Corns , 

Stringit  &  armiferos  aequali  horrore  Gelonos 

Trux  Aquilo,  fpiratque  hyemem,  nimbofque  volutat. 

Utque  folet,  Siculi  diverberat  ima  Pelori 

Rex  maris,  &  rauca  circumftrepit  asquora  concha 

Oceani  Pubicen ,  nec  vafta  mole  minorem 

JEgtfona  ferunt  dorfo  Balearica  cete. 

Sed  neque  Terra  tibi  fascli  vigor  ille  vetufli  60 

Prifcus  abed,  fervatque  fuum  Narcijjus  odorem, 

Et  puer  ille  fuum  tenet  &  puer  ille  decorem 
Phoebe  tuufque  &  Cypri  tuus,  nec  ditior  olim 
Terra  datum  fceleri  celavit  montibus  aurum 
Confcia,  vel  fub  aquis  gemmas.  Sic  denique  in  aevum 
Ibit  cundlarum  feries  juftiffima  rerum. 

Donee  flamma  orbem  populabitur  ultima,  late 
Circumplexa  polos,  &  vafti  culmina  cash; 

Ingentique  rogo  flagrabit  machina  mundi. 


De  Idea  Platonica  quemadmodum 


Ariftoteles  intellexit. 


ICITE  facrorum  nemorum  deas, 

Tuque  O  noveni  perbeata  numinis 


Memoria  mater,  quasque  in  immenfo  procul 
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Antro  recumbis  otiofa  iEternitas, 

Monumenta  fervans,  &  ratas  leges  Jovis , 

Caslique  faftos  atque  ephemeridas  Deum, 

Quis  ille  primus  cujus  ex  imagine 
Natura  folers  finxit  humanum  genus, 
iEternus,  incorruptus,  aequasvus  polo, 

Unufque  &  univerfus,  exemplar  Dei  ?  10 

Haud  ille  Palladis  gemellus  innubae 
Interna  proles  infidet  menti  Jovis ; 

Sed  quamlibet  natura  fit  communior, 

Tamen  feorfus  extat  ad  morem  unius, 

Et,  mira,  certo  flringitur  fpatio  loci ; 

Seu  fempiternus  ille  fyderum  comes 
Cash  pererrat  ordines  decemplicis, 

Citimumve  terris  incolit  Lunas  globum : 

Sive  inter  animas  corpus  adituras  fedens 
Obliviofas  torpet  ad  Lethes  aquas  :  20 

Sive  in  remota  forte  terrarum  plaga 
Incedit  ingens  hominis  archetypus  gigas, 

Et  iis  tremendus  erigit  celfum  caput 
Atlante  major  portitore  fyderum. 

Non  cui  profundum  caecitas  lumen  dedit 
Dircceus  augur  vidit  hunc  alto  finu ; 

Non  hunc  filenti  nodle  Pleiones1  nepos 
Vatum  fagaci  praspes  oflendit  choro ; 

Non  hunc  facerdos  novit  AJfyrius ,  licet 

Longos  vetufti  commemoret  atavos  Nini ,  3° 

Prifcumque  Belon ,  inclytumque  Ofiridem. 

Non  ille  trino  gloriofus  nomine 

Ter  magnus  Hermes  (ut  fit  arcani  fciens) 

Talem  reliquit  Ifidis  cultoribus. 

At  tu  perenne  ruris  Academi  decus 


1  Pleiones ]  Mercury.  Ov.  Heroid .  xv.  62.  Metam.  ii.  743. 
Faji.  v.  83.  663.  Warton. 


250 


STL  VARUM  LIBER. 


(Hasc  monftra  li  tu  primus  induxit  fcholis) 
Jam  jam  poetas  urbis  exules  tuas 
Revocabis,  ipfe  fabulator  maximus, 

Aut  inftitutor  ipfe  migrabis  foras. 


Ad  Patrem. 


TUNC  mea  Pierios  cupiam  per  pe6tora  fontes 
Irriguas  torquere  vias,  totumque  per  ora 
Yolvere  laxatum  gemino  de  vertice  rivum  ; 

Ut  tenues  oblita  fonos  audacibus  alis 
Surgat  in  officium  venerandi  Mufa  parentis. 

Hoc  utcunque  tibi  gratum  pater  optime  carmen 
Exiguum  meditatur  opus,  nec  novimus  ipfi 
Aptius  a  nobis  quas  poffunt  munera  donis 
Refpondere  tuis,  quamvis  nec  maxima  poflint 
Refpondere  tuis,  nedum  ut  par  gratia  donis 
ElTe  queat,  vacuis  qu^  redditur  arida  verbis. 

Sed  tamen  hasc  noftros  oftendit  pagina  cenfus, 

Et  quod  habemus  opum  charta  numeravimus  ifta, 
Quas  mihi  funt  nullas,  nifi  quas  dedit  aurea  Clio 
Quas  mihi  femoto  fomni  peperere  fub  antro, 

Et  nemoris  laureta  facri  Parnajfides  umbras. 

Nec  tu  vatis  opus  divinum  defpice  carmen, 

Ouo  nihil  asthereos  ortus,  &  femina  cash. 


Nil  magis  humanam  commendat  origine  mentem, 
Sandla  Prometheus  retinens  veftigia  flammas. 

Carmen  amant  fuperi,  tremebundaque  Par  tar  a  carmen 
Ima  ciere  valet,  divofque  ligare  profundos, 

Et  triplici  duros  Manes  adamante  coercet. 

Carmine  fepofiti  retegunt  arcana  futuri 
Phcehades ,  &  tremulae  pallentes  ora  Sibylla  ; 

Carmina  facrificus  folennes  pangit  ad  aras 
Aurea  feu  fternit  motantem  cornua  taurum ; 
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Seu  cum  fata  fagax  fumantibus  abdita  fibris 
Confulit,  &  tepidis  Parcam  fcrutatur  in  extis. 

Nos  etiam  patrium  tunc  cum  repetemus  Olympum , 
./Eternasque  moras  dabunt  immobilis  aevi, 

Ibimus  auratis  per  cadi  templa  coronis, 

Dulcia  fuaviloquo  fociantes  carmina  pledtro, 

Adra  quibus,  geminique  poli  convexa  fonabunt, 
Spiritus  &  rapidos  qui  circinat  igneus  orbes, 

Nunc  quoque  fydereis  intercinit  ipfe  choreis 
Immortale  melos,  &  inenarrabile  carmen  ; 

Torrida  dum  rutilus  compefcit  fibila  ferpens, 
DemifToque  ferox  gladio  manfuefcit  Orion ; 
Stellarum  nec  fentit  onus  Maurnfius  Atlas. 

Carmina  regales  epulas  ornare  folebant. 

Cum  nondum  luxus,  vadseque  immenfa  vorago 
Nota  guise,  &  modico  fpumabat  coena  Ly<eo. 

Turn  de  more  fedens  feda  ad  convivia  vates 
AEfculed  intonfos  redimitus  ab  arbore  crines, 
Heroumque  a<dus,  imitandaque  geda  canebat, 

Et  chaos,  &  podti  late  fundamina  mundi, 
Reptantefque  Deos,  &  alentes  numina  glandes, 

Et  nondum  AEtneo  quasdtum  fulmen  ab  antro. 
Denique  quid  vocis  modulamen  inane  juvabit, 
Verborum  fenfufque  vacans,  numerique  loquacis  ? 
Silvedres  decet  ide  choros,  non  Orphea  cantus, 

Qui  tenuit  duvios  &  quercubus  addidit  aures 
Carmine,  non  cithara,  dmulachraque  fundta  canendo 
Compulit  in  Jacrymas  ;  habet  has  a  carmine  laudes. 

Nec  tu  purge  precor  facras  contemnere  Mufas, 
Nec  vanas  inopefque  puta,  quarum  ipfe  peritus 
Munere,  mille  fonos  numeros  componis  ad  aptos, 
Millibus  &  vocem  modulis  variare  canoram 
Dodtus,  Arionii  merito  fis  nominis  hseres. 

Nunc  tibi  quid  mirum,  d  me  genuifle  poetam 
Contigerit,  charo  d  tam  prope  fanguine  jundti 
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Cognatas  artes,  fludiumque  affine  fequamur  : 

Ipfe  volens  Phoebus  fe  difpertire  duobus. 

Altera  dona  mihi,  dedit  altera  dona  parenti, 
Dividuumque  Deum  genitorque  puerque  tenemus. 

Tu  tamen  ut  fimules  teneras  odiffie  camoenas. 
Non  odiffie  reor,  neque  enim,  pater,  ire  jubebas 
Qua  via  lata  patet,  qua  pronior  area  lucri, 

Certaque  condendi  fulget  fpes  aurea  nummi : 

Nec  rapis  ad  leges,  male  cuftoditaque  gentis 
Jura,  nec  infulfis  damnas  clamoribus  aures. 

Sed  magis  excultam  cupiens  ditefcere  mentem. 

Me  procul  urbano  ftrepitu,  feceffibus  altis 
Abdu6tum  Aoni<e  jucunda  per  otia  ripae 
Phcebteo  lateri  comitem  finis  ire  beatum. 

Officium  chari  taceo  commune  parentis, 

Me  pofcunt  majora,  tuo  pater  optime  fumptu 
Cum  mihi  Romule#  patuit  facundia  linguae, 

Et  Latii  veneres,  &  quae.  Jovis  ora  decebant 
Grandia  magniloquis  elata  vocabula  Graiis , 

Addere  fuafifti  quos  ja6lat  Gallia  flores, 

Et  quam  degeneri  novus  Italus  ore  loquelam 
Fundit,  Barbaricos  teftatus  voce  tumultus, 

Quaeque  Paltejlinus  loquitur  myfteria  vates. 
Denique  quicquid  habet  caelum,  fubjedtaque  coelo 
Terra  parens,  terraeque  &  ccelo  interfluus  aer, 
Quicquid  &  unda  tegit,  pontique  agitabile  marmor 
Per  te  noffe  licet,  per  te,  fi  noffie  libebit. 
Dimotaque  venit  fpedlanda  fcientia  nube, 

Nudaque  confpicuos  inclinat  ad  ofcula  vultus, 

Ni  fugiffie  velim,  ni  fit  libaffie  moleftum. 

I  nunc,  confer  opes  quifquis  malefanus  avitas 
Auftriaci  gazas,  Periianaque  regna  praeoptas. 

Quae  potuit  majora  pater  tribuiffe,  vel  ipfe 
Jupiter ,  excepto,  donaffiet  ut  omnia,  coelo  ? 

Non  potiora  dedit,  quamvis  &  tuta  fuiffient. 
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Publica  qui  juveni  commilit  lumina  nato 
Atque  Hyperionios  currus,  &  frasna  diei, 

Et  circum  undantem  radiata  luce  tiaram.  ioo 

Ergo  ego  jam  dodtas  pars  quamlibet  ima  catervas 
Vidtrices  hederas  inter,  laurofque  fedebo, 

Jamque  nec  obfcurus  populo  mifcebor  inert!, 

Vitabuntque  oculos  veftigia  noftra  profanos. 

Efte  procul  vigiles  curse,  procul  efte  querelas, 

Invidiasque  acies  tranfverfo  tortilis  hirquo, 

Sasva  nec  anguiferos  extende  Calumnia  ridtus  ; 

In  me  trifte  nihil  fcediffima  turba  poteftis, 

Nec  veftri  fum  juris  ego  ;  fecuraque  tutus 
Pedlora,  vipereo  gradiar  fublimis  ab  idtu.  no 

At  tibi,  chare  pater,  poftquam  non  asqua  merenti 
PofTe  referre  datur,  nec  dona  rependere  fadtis. 

Sit  memorafle  fatis,  repetitaque  munera  grato 
Percenfere  animo,  fidasque  reponere  menti. 

-  Et  vos,  O  noftri,  juvenilia  carmina,  lufus. 

Si  modo  perpetuos  fperare  audebitis  annos, 

Et  domini  fuperelTe  rogo,  lucemque  tueri, 

Nec  fpifTo  rapient  oblivia  nigra  fub  Oreo , 

Forlitan  has  laudes,  decantatumque  parentis 

Nomen,  ad  exemplum,  fero  fervabitis  asvo.  120 


Pfalm  CXIV. 

'EpoiYjX  ore  7roci$Eg,  or  uyXocoi  (puX  loiKuflz 
AiyVTTTOV  X  LTTE  OCTTEy^EOC,  /3oCp/3a,pO(pOJVOV , 

A 7}  TOTE  piowov  E7JV  OCTLOV  yEVOg  VLEg  I ov$a,m 

’Ey  Se  §eog  XocoTci  uEyot  jcpeiav  QoutiXedev . 

E l$E,  EVTpOTTOL^VJV  (pUyOiS"  E^pUYJCFE  §CiX OCCTTOC 
YiVfJLOCTL  ElXU ptEVV]  po6tU,  0 $  CCp  E^VCpEXi^Y} 
lpog  iopooivvjg  7 toti,  ocpyvpoEidEoc,  7 rqyrjv. 

’Ex  S’  OpEOO  O’K0tp9fA0l‘a’lV  OCTTEipBClOC  kXoVEOVTO , 
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C  \  /  3  •• 

Xl^  xpioi  vtppiyocovTEg  s vrpocCpspu  ev  aXwij. 

-^  /  ts’  V  /  ’  '  5‘  l 

nouoTEpcu  0  otfjia,  Troccr oci  otva,(rxipTY]cra,v  Epi7Tvui , 

Cba  7 raped  crupiyyi  (pi Xy  U7ro  [xyTEpi  ocpvEg. 

T'htte  (rvy ,  atya  S'aAafnra,  7 rEXup  (pvyocS  l^dycocg  ; 

K.VfJLC6Tl  ElXVfJLEVV}  poOlU  TL  S’  (Xp  Eg-UtpEXiydyg 
lpOf  LOpOOtVY]  7T0TL  OCpyVpOElQECC  7 TV}yrf\V  \ 

T  17Tt\  opEoc ,  cxa,(ppio7criv  a,7rEipE(na  xX oveeo~9e, 
rig  xpioi  TCppiyouvreg  Evrpa(pspy  ev  ocXcoy  ; 

-^  /  /  ^  >/  ’  '/  ’  t 

nOClOTEpOCt  Tl  0  ocp  VptfJLEg  OCVOCO'XipTVjO' OCT  Ept7TVa,l , 

X  \  /  -  /.  5  V  /V 

Cha  7 Tcipoci  Tvpiyyi  (piXy  wro  fxvjTEpt  apvsg  ; 

Es/eo,  youoc,  TpEXcru  $eov  yLEyaX  extvtteovtdc , 

Fa~a,  S'goy  TpEixer  Zttoltov  CE^ocg  ’iccaxl^oco^ 

’Og  te  >Cj  ex  vtuXoc^uv  7 rorotpLovg  yEE  pLoppxvpovTo&g, 

Kp'/jVV)V  T  OCEVOCOV  TTETpTjg  GOTO  OOiXpVOE(T(TV]g . 


10 


20 


Philofophus  ad  regem  quendam  qui  eum 
ignotum  &  infontem  inter  reos  forte  captum 
infcius  damnaverat  rvjv  ett)  ^ocvutu 
7ropEvofjLEvog,  hasc  fubito  mifit. 


XI  ctvct)  el  cXEtryg  piE  tov  Evvofxov,  ovSe  tiv  dv^puv 
A eivov  oXoog  $ pdcccvroc ,  Totpoorocrov  i'cr6i  xccpvjvov 
P vjtSlug  oc(pEXoiof  to  S’  vg'spov  ocvdi  voyjTEig^ 

M a^uSiag  S9  c&p’  eteeltoc  teov  7 rpog  §VfA0V  oSvpvi, 

T  otovS*  EX  7 TOXlOg  TTEplUVVfJLOV  ctXxoip  oXscrcccg. 


In  Effigiei  ejus  Sculptorem. 

Apca0E7  y£ypd(p9a,i  yeip)  t^e  [xev  eixovcc 
Qatvig  ray  ay,  7 rpog  sltiog  aurotpusg  (ZXettgov* 

\  *  1  V  ’  »  /  / 

i  OV  6  EXTU7T GOT OV  OVX  ETTiyVOVTEg ,  (plXoi9 

F eXocte  (pa,vX%  $vcrptifxv][xa,  (^aygc&tpts. 
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Ad  Salfillum  poetam  Romanum  aegro- 

tantem. 

SCAZONTES. 

OMUSA  greffum  quae  volens  trahis  claudum, 
Pulcanioque  tarda  gaudes  incefTu, 

Nec  fentis  illud  in  loco  minus  gratum, 

Quam  cum  decentes  flava  Deiops  furas 
Alternat  aureum  ante  Junonis  ledtum., 

Adefdum  &  haec  s’is  verba  pauca  Saljillo 
Refer,  camoena  noftra  cui  tantum  eft  cordi, 

Quamque  ille  magnis  praetulit  immerito  divis. 

Haec  ergo  alumnus  ille  Londini  Milto > 

Diebus  hifce  qui  fuum  linquens  nidum  JO 

Polique  tradtum,  (peffimus  ubi  ventorum., 

Infanientis  impotenfque  pulmonis 
Pernix  anhela  fub  Jove  exercet  flabra) 

Venit  feraces  [tali  foli  ad  glebas, 

Vifum  fuperba  cognitas  urbes  fama 
Virofque  dodtaeque  indolem  juventutis, 

Tibi  optat  idem  hie  faufta  multa  Salfille , 

Habitumque  feflo  corpori  penitus  fanum  ; 

Cui  nunc  profunda  bilis  infeftat  renes, 

Praecordiifque  fixa  damnofum  fpirat.  20 

Nec  id  pepercit  impia  quod  tu  Romano 
Tam  cultus  ore  JLeJbium  condis  melos. 

O  dulce  divum  munus,  O  falus  Hebes 
Germana  !  Tuque  Phoebe  morborum  terror 
Pythone  caefo,  five  tu  magis  Ptean 
Libenter  audis^  hie  tuus  facerdos  eft. 

Ouerceta  Fauni ,  vofque  rore  vinofo 
Colies  benigni,  mitis  Evandri  fedes> 

Siquid  falubre  vallibus  frondet  veftris. 
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Levamen  asgro  ferte  certatim  vati.  30 

Sic  ille  charis  redditus  rurfum  Mufis 
Vicina  dulci  prata  mulcebit  cantu. 

Ipfe  inter  atros  emirabitur  lucos 

Numa ,  ubi  beatum  degit  otium  aeternum3 

Suam  reclivis  Temper  AEgeriam  fpedtans. 

Tumidufque  &  ipfe  Pibris  hinc  delinitus 
Spei  favebit  annuas  colonorum  : 

Nec  in  fepulchris  ibit  obfeftum  reges 
Nimium  ftniftro  laxus  irruens  loro  : 

Sed  frasna  melius  temperabit  undarum,  40 

Adufque  curvi  falfa  regna  Portumni . 

Manfus. 

foannes  Baptijia  Manfus  Marchio  Villenjis  vir  ingenii  laude ,  turn 
literarum  Jiudio ,  nec  non  &  bellica  virtute  apud  Italos  clarus  in 
primis  eft.  Ad  quern  Aorquati  A'ajfi  dialogus  ext  at  de  Amicitia 
fcriptus ;  erat  enim  A'ajfi  amiciffimus ;  ab  quo  etiam  inter  Cam¬ 
pania  principes  celebratur ,  in  illo  poemate  cui  titulus  Gerufa- 
lemme  conquiftata,  lib.  20. 

Fra  cavalier  magnanimi,  e  corteft 
Rifplende  il  Manfo - 

Is  authorem  Neapoli  commorantem  fumma  benevolentia  profecutus 
eft ,  multaque  ei  detulit  humanitatis  ojfcia.  Ad  hunc  itaque 
hofpes  ille  antequam  ab  ea  urbe  difcederet ,  ut  ne  ingratum  fe  oflen- 
deret ,  hoc  carmen  mifit. 

IT  TEC  quoque  Manfe  tuas  meditantur  carmina  laudi 
1  Pierides ,  tibi  Manfe  choro  notiftime  Phoebi> 
Quandoquidem  ille  alium  haud  aequo  eft  dignatus  honore, 
Poft  Galli  cineres,  &  Mecanatis  Hetrufci. 

Tu  quoque  ft  noftrae  tantum  valet  aura  Camoena , 
Vicftrices  hederas  inter,  laurofque  fedebis. 

Te  pridem  magno  felix  concordia  Pajfo 
Junxit,  &  aeternis  infcripftt  nomina  chartis, 
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Mox  tibi  dulciloquum  non  infcia  Mufa  Marinum 
Tradidit,  ille  tuum  dici  fe  gaudet  alumnum,  10 

Dum  canit  AJJyrios  divum  prolixus  amores  ; 

Mollis  &  Aujonias  ftupefecit  carmine  nymphas. 

Ille  itidem  moriens  tibi  foli  debita  vates 
Ofta  tibi  foli,  fupremaque  vota  reliquit. 

Nec  manes  pietas  tua  chara  fefellit  amici, 

Vidimus  arridentem  operofo  ex  aere  poetam. 

Nec  fatis  hoc  vifum  eft  in  utrumque,  &  nec  pia  ceflant 
Officia  in  tumulo,  cupis  integros  rapere  Oreo , 

Qua  potes,  atque  avidas  Parcarum  eludere  leges : 
Amborum  genus,  &  varia  fub  forte  peradtam  20 

Defcribis  vitam,  morefque,  &  dona  Minerva ; 

TEmulus  illius  Mycalen  qui  natus  ad  altam 
Rettulit  Aiolii  vitam  facundus  Homeri. 

Ergo  ego  te  Ciius  &  magni  nomine  Phoebi 
Manje  pater,  jubeo  longum  falvere  per  aevum 
Miftus  Hyperboreo  juvenis  peregrinus  ab  axe. 

Nec  tu  longinquam  bonus  afpernabere  mufam. 

Quae  nuper  gelida  vix  enutrita  fub  Ar6to 
Imprudens  Italas  aufa  eft  volitare  per  urbes. 

Nos  etiam  in  noftro  modulantes  flumine  cygnos  30 

Credimus  obfeuras  nodtis  fenfifte  per  umbras, 

Qua  Lhamefis  late  puris  argenteus  urnis 
Oceani  glaucos  perfundit  gurgite  crines. 

Quin  &  in  has  quondam  pervenit  Lityrus  oras. 

Sed  neque  nos  genus  incultum,  nec  inutile  Phoebo , 

Qua  plaga  fepteno  mundi  fulcata  Trione 
Brumalem  patitur  longa  fub  nodle  Bodten. 

Nos  etiam  colimus  Phcebum ,  nos  munera  Phoebo 
Flaventes  fpicas,  &  lutea  mala  caniftris, 

Halantemque  crocum  (perhibet  nifi  vana  vetuftas)  40 
Mifimus,  &  ledlas  Druidum  de  gente  choreas. 

(Gens  Druides  antiqua  facris  operata  deorum 
Heroum  laudes  imitandaque  gefta  canebant) 
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Hinc  quoties  fefto  cingunt  altaria  cantu 
Delo  in  herbofa  Graite  de  more  puellas 
Carminibus  lastis  memorant  Corineida  Loxo, 

Fatidicamque  Upin,  cum  flavicoma  Hecaerge 
Nuda  Caledonio  variatas  peddora  fuco. 

Fortunate  fenex,  ergo  quacunque  per  orbem 
¥  or  quail  aecus,  &  nomen  celebrabitur  ingens,  50 

Claraque  perpetui  fuccrefcet  fama  Marini , 

Tu  quoque  in  ora  frequens  venies  plaufumque  virorum, 
Et  parili  carpes  iter  immortale  volatu. 

Dicetur  turn  fponte  tuos  habitaile  penates 
Cynthius,  &  famulas  venilfe  ad  limina  Mufas : 

At  non  fponte  domum  tamen  idem,  &  regis  adivit 
Rura  Pheretiadse  coelo  fugitivus  Apollo  ; 

Ille  licet  magnum  Alciden  fufceperat  hofpes  ; 

Tantum  ubi  clamofos  placuit  vitare  bubulcos, 

Nobile  manfueti  ceffit  Chironis  in  antrum,  60 

Irriguos  inter  faltus  frondofaque  tedla 
Peneium  prope  rivum  :  ibi  faepe  fub  ilice  nigra 
Ad  citharae  ftrepitum  blanda  prece  vidlus  amici 
Exilii  duros  lenibat  voce  labores. 

Turn  neque  ripa  fuo,  barathro  nex  fixa  fub  imo, 

Saxa  ftetere  loco,  nutat  Prachinia  rupes, 

Nec  fentit  folitas,  immania  pondera,  filvas, 

Emotaeque  fuis  properant  de  collibus  orni, 

Mulcenturque  novo  maculofi  carmine  lynces. 

Diis  diledte  fenex,  te  Jupiter  asquus  oportet  70 

Nafcentem,  &  miti  luftrarit  lumine  Phcebus , 

Atlantifcpiz  nepos ;  neque  enim  nifi  charus  ab  ortu 
Diis  fuperis  poterit  magno  faviffe  poetae. 

Hinc  longaeva  tibi  lento  fub  flore  fenedtus 
Vernat,  &  Adfonios  lucratur  vivida  fufos, 

Nondum  deciduos  fervans  tibi  frontis  honores, 
Ingeniumque  vigens,  &  adultum  mentis  acumen. 

O  mihi  fi  mea  fors  talem  concedat  amicum 
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Phcebteos  decoraffe  viros  qui  tarn  bene  norit. 

Si  quando  indigenas  revocabo  in  carmina  reges,  80 

Arturumque  etiam  fub  terris  bella  moventem ; 

Aut  dicam  invidtas  fociali  fcedere  menfas, 

Magnanimos  Heroas,  &  (O  modo  fpiritus  ad  fit) 
Frangam  Saxonicas  Britonum  fub  Marte  phalanges. 
Tandem  ubi  non  tacitae  permenfus  tempora  vitas, 
Annorumque  fatur  cineri  fua  jura  relinquam, 

Ule  mihi  ledto  madidis  aftaret  ocellis, 

Aftanti  fat  erit  ft  dicam  fim  tibi  curas  ; 

Ille  meos  artus  liventi  morte  folutos 
Curaret  parva  componi  molliter  urna. 

Forfttan  &  noftros  ducat  de  marmore  vultus, 

Nedtens  aut  P aphid  myrti  aut  Parnaffide  lauri 
Fronde  comas,  at  ego  fecura  pace  quiefcam. 

Turn  quoque,  ii  qua  fides,  fi  prasmia  certa  bonorum, 
Ipfe  ego  caslicolum  femotus  in  asthera  divum, 

Ouo  labor  &  mens  pura  vehunt,  atque  ignea  virtus 
Secreti  hasc  aliqua  mundi  de  parte  videbo 
(Quantum  fata  finunt)  &  tota  mente  ferenum 
Ridens  purpureo  fuffundar  lumine  vultus 
Et  fimul  asthereo  plaudam  mihi  laetus  Olympo . 
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Epitaphium  Damonis. 

ARGUMENTUM. 


Thyrfis  &z  Damon  ejufdem  viciniae  Paftores,  eadem  ftudia  fequuti 
a  pueritia  amici  erant,  ut  qui  plurimum.  Thyrfis  animi  caufa 
profedtus  peregre  deobitu  Damonis  nuncium  accepit.  Domum 
poftea  reverfus,  &  rem  ita  efle  comperto,  fe,  fuamque  folitudi- 
nem  hoc  carmine  deplorat.  Damonis  autem  Tub  perfona  hie 
intelligitur  Carolus  Deodatus  ex  urbe  Hetrurics  Luca  Paterno 
genere  oriundus,  caetera  Anglus ;  ingenio,  dodtrina,  clariffi- 
mifque  caeteris  virtutibus,  dum  viveret,  juvenis  egregius. 


HIMERIDES  nymphae  (nam  vos  &  Daphnin 

Et  plorata  diu  meminiftis  fata  Bionis )  [ Hylan, 

Dicite  Sicelicum  Thamefina  per  oppida  carmen : 

Quas  mifer  effudit  voces,  quae  murmura  Thyrfis , 

Et  quibus  affiduis  exercuit  antra  querelis, 

Fluminaque,  fontefque  vagos,  nemorumque  receffus, 
Dum  fibi  pr^reptum  queritur  Damona ,  neque  altam 
Ludlibus  exemit  nodlem  loca  fola  pererrans. 

Et  jam  bis  viridi  furgebat  culmus  arifta, 

Et  totidem  flavas  numerabant  horrea  meffes,  io 

Ex  quo  fumma  dies  tulerat  Damona  fub  umbras, 

Nec  dum  aderat  Thyrfis ;  paftorem  fcilicet  ilium 
Dulcis  amor  Mufae  Thufca  retinebat  in  urbe. 

Aft  ubi  mens  expleta  domum,  pecorifque  relidti 
Cura  vocat,  fimul  aflueta  feditque  fub  ulmo, 

Turn  verb  amiflum  turn  denique  fentit  amicum, 

Coepit  &  immenfum  fic  exonerare  dolorem. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 

Hei  mihi  !  quae  terris,  quae  dicam  numina  ccelo, 
Poftquam  te  immiti  rapuerunt  funere  Damon  ;  20 

Siccine  nos  linquis,  tua  fic  fine  nomine  virtus 
Ibit,  &  obfeuris  numero  fociabitur  umbris  ? 
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At  non  ille,  animas  virga  qui  dividit  aurea, 

I  ft  a  velit,  dignumque  tui  te  ducat  in  agmen, 

Ignavumque  procul  pecus  arceat  omne  filentum. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Quicquid  erit,  certe  nift  me  lupus  ante  videbit, 
Indeplorato  non  comminuere  fepulchro, 

Conftabitque  tuus  tibi  honos,  longumque  vigebit 
Inter  paftores  :  Illi  tibi  vota  fecundo  30 

Solvere  poft  Daphnin ,  poft  Daphnin  dicere  laudes 
Gaudebunt,  dum  rura  Pales ,  dum  Faunus  amabit  : 

Si  quid  id  eft,  prifcamque  fidem  coluifle,  piumque, 
Palladiafque  artes,  fociumque  habuifte  canorum. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 

Hasc  tibi  certa  manent,  tibi  erunt  hasc  prasmia  Damon ; 
At  mihi  quid  tandem  fiet  modo  ?  quis  mihi  fidus 
Hasrebit  lateri  comes,  ut  tu  faepe  folebas 
Frigoribus  duris,  &  per  loca  fceta  pruinis, 

Aut  rapido  fub  foie,  ftti  morientibus  herbis  ?  40 

Sive  opus  in  magnos  fuit  eminus  ire  leones 
Aut  avidos  terrere  lupos  praelepibus  altis  ; 

Quis  fando  fopire  diem,  cantuque  folebit  ? 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Pedtora  cui  credam  ?  quis  me  lenire  docebit 
Mordaces  curas,  quis  longam  fallere  nodtem 
Dulcibus  alloquiis,  grato  cum  ftbilat  igni 
Molle  pyrum,  &  nucibus  ftrepitat  focus,  at  malus  aufter 
Mifcet  cundta  foris,  &  defuper  intonat  ulmo. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni.  50 
Aut  asftate,  dies  medio  dum  vertitur  axe. 

Cum  Pan  asfculea  fomnum  capit  abditus  umbra, 

Et  repetunt  fub  aquis  ftbi  nota  fedilia  nymphae. 
Paftorefque  latent,  ftertit  fub  fepe  colonus, 

Quis  mihi  blanditiafque  tuas,  quis  turn  mihi  rifus, 
Cecropiofque  fales  referet,  cultofque  lepores  ? 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
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At  jam  folus  agros,  jam  pafcua  folus  oberro, 

Sicubi  ramofae  denfantur  vallibus  umbrae. 

Hie  ferum  expedo,  fupra  caput  imber  &  Eurus 
Trifte  fonant,  fradasque  agitata  crepufcula  filvae. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacate  agni. 
Heu  quam  culta  mihi  prius  arva  procacibus  herbis 
Involvuntur,  &  ipfa  fttu  feges  alta  fatifeit ! 

Innuba  negledo  marcefcit  &  uva  racemo, 

Nec  myrteta  juvant ;  ovium  quoque  taedet,  at  illae 
Mcerent,  inque  fuum  convertunt  ora  magiftrum. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacate  agni. 
Eityrus  ad  corylos  vocat,  Alphefiboeus  ad  ornos. 

Ad  falices  Aegon ,  ad  flumina  pulcher  Amyntasy 
Hie  gelidi  fontes,  hie  illita  gramina  mufeo. 

Hie  Zephiri ,  hie  placidas  interftrepit  arbutus  undas 
Ifta  canunt  furdo,  frutices  ego  nadus  abibam. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Mopjus  ad  haec,  nam  me  redeuntem  forte  notarat 
(Et  callebat  avium  linguas,  &  fydera  Mopjus) 

Ehyrfi  quid  hoc?  dixit,  quae  te  coquit  improbabilis ? 
Aut  te  perdit  amor,  aut  te  male  fafeinat  aftrum, 
Saturni  grave  faepe  fuit  paftoribus  aftrum, 

Intimaque  obliquo  figit  praecordia  plumbo. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Mirantur  nymphas,  &  quid  te  Ehyrfi  futurum  eft  ? 
Quid  tibi  vis  ?  aiunt,  non  haec  folet  efie  juventae 
Nubila  frons,  oculique  truces,  vultufque  feveri. 

Ilia  choros,  lufufque  leves,  &  Temper  amorem 
Jure  petit,  bis  ille  mifer  qui  ferus  amavit. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Venit  Hyasy  Dryopeque ,  &  filia  Baucidis  Aegle 
Doda  modos,  citharaeque  feiens,  fed  perdita  faftu, 
Venit  Idumanii 1  Chloris  vicina  fluenti; 


1  Idumanii ]  The  river  Chelmer  in  EJJex.  Warton. 
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Nil  me  blanditiae,  nil  me  folantia  verba. 

Nil  me,  fi  quid  adeft,  movet,  aut  fpes  ulla  futuri. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Hei  mihi  quam  ftmiles  ludunt  per  prata  juvenci, 
Omnes  unanimi  fecum  fibi  lege  fodales, 

Nec  magis  hunc  alio  quifquam  fecernit  amicum 
De  grege,  lie  denfi  veniunt  ad  pabula  thoes, 

Inque  vicem  hirfuti  paribus  junguntur  onagri ; 

Lex  eadem  pelagi,  deferto  in  littore  Proteus 
Agmina  Phocarum  numerat,  vilifque  volucrum 
Pafler  habet  Temper  quicum  fit,  &  omnia  circum 
Farra  libens  volitet,  ferd  fua  teefta  revifens. 

Quern  fi  fors  letho  objecit,  feu  milvus  adunco 
Fata  tulit  roftro,  feu  ftravit  arundine  foffor, 

Protinus  ille  alium  focio  petit  inde  volatu. 

Nos  durum  genus,  &  diris  exercita  fatis 
Gens  homines  aliena  animis,  &  peeftore  difeors, 

Vix  fibi  quifque  parem  de  millibus  invenit  unum, 
Aut  fi  fors  dederit  tandem  non  afpera  votis. 

Ilium  inopina  dies  qua  non  fperaveris  hora 
Surripit,  sternum  linquens  in  fscula  damnum. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Heu  quis  me  ignotas  traxit  vagus  error  in  oras 
Ite  per  aereas  rupes,  Alpemopiz  nivofam  ! 

Ecquid  erat  tanti  Romam  vidiffe  fepultam  ? 

Quamvis  ilia  foret,  qualem  dum  viferet  olim, 
Tityrus  ipfe  fuas  &  oves  &  rura  reliquit ; 

Ut  te  tarn  dulci  poffem  caruiffe  fodale, 

Poffem  tot  maria  alta,  tot  interponere  montes, 

Tot  fylvas,  tot  faxa  tibi,  fluviofque  fonantes. 

Ah  certe  extremum  licuiffet  tangere  dextram, 

Et  bene  compofitos  placide  morientis  ocellos, 

Et  dixiffe  vale,  noftri  memor  ibis  ad  aftra. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non*  vacat,  agni. 
Quamquam  etiam  veftri  nunquam  meminiffe  pigebit 
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Paftores  Fhufci ,  Mufis  operata  juventus. 

Hie  Charis ,  atque  Lepos  ;  &  Fhufcus  tu  quoque  Damon . 
Antiqua  genus  unde  petis  Lucumonis  ab  urbe. 

O  ego  quantus  eram,  gelidi  cum  ftratus  ad  Ami 
Murmura,  populeumque  nemus,  qua  moilior  herba,  130 
Carpere  nunc  violas,  nunc  fummas  carpere  myrtos, 

Et  potui  Lycidte  certantem  audire  Menalcam. 

Ipfe  etiam  tentare  aufus  fum,  nec  puto  multum 
Difplicui,  nam  funt  &  apud  me  munera  veftra 
Fifcellae  ;  calathique  &  cerea  vincla  cicutas, 

Quin  &  noftra  fuas  docuerunt  nomina  fagos 
Et  Datis ,  &  Francinus ,  erant  &  vocibus  ambo 
Et  ftudiis  noti,  Lydorum  fanguinis  ambo. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 

Hasc  mihi  turn  I  as  to  didtabat  rofeida  luna,  Ho 

Dum  folus  teneros  claudebam  cratibus  hcedos. 

Ah  quoties  dixi,  cum  te  cinis  ater  habebat. 

Nunc  canity  aut  lepori  nunc  tendit  retia  Damon , 

Vimina  nunc  texit,  varios  fibi  quod  fit  in  ufus; 

Et  quae  turn  facili  fperabam  mente  futura 
Arripui  voto  levis,  &  praefentia  finxi  ; 

Heus  bone  numquid  agis  ?  nifi  te  quid  forte  retardat, 
Imus  ?  &  arguta  paulum  recubamus  in  umbra, 

Aut  ad  aquas  Colni ,  aut  ubi  jugera  Cajfibelauni  ? 

Tu  mihi  percurres  medicos,  tua  gramma,  fuccos,  150 
Helleborumque,  humilefque  crocos,  foliumque  hyacinthi, 
Quafque  habet  ifta  palus  herbas,  artefque  medentum, 

Ah  pereant  herbas,  pereant  artefque  medentum 
Gramina,  poftquam  ipfi  nil  profecere  magifiro. 

Ipfe  etiam,  nam  nefcio  quid  mihi  grande  fonabat 
Fiftula,  ab  undecima  jam  lux  efl:  altera  noble, 

Et  turn  forte  novis  admoram  labra  cicutis, 

Diffiluere  tamen  rupta  compage,  nec  ultra 

Ferre  graves  potuere  fonos,  dubito  quoque  ne  fim 

Turgidulus,  tamen  &  referam,  vos  cedite  filvas.  160 


STLVARTJM  LIBER.  265 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 

Ipfe  ego  Dardanias  Rutupina  per  aequora  puppes 
Dicam,  &  Bandrafidos  regnum  vetus  Inogeniae, 
Brennumque  Arviragumque  duces,  prifcumque  Belinum , 
Et  tandem  Armoricos  Britonum  fub  lege  colonos  ; 

Turn  gravidam  Arturo  fatali  fraude  Jogernen 
Mendaces  vultus,  afiumptaque  Gorlois  arma, 

Merlini  dolus.  O  mihi  turn  li  vita  fuperfit, 

Tu  procul  annofa  pendebis  fiftula  pinu 

Multum  oblita  mihi,  aut  patriis  mutata  camoenis  170 

Brittonicum  ftrides,  quid  enim  ?  omnia  non  licet  uni 

Non  fperafle  uni  licet  omnia,  mi  fatis  ampla 

Merces,  &  mihi  grande  decus  (fim  ignotus  in  aevum 

Turn  licet,  externo  penitufque  inglorius  orbi) 

Si  me  flava  comas  legat  Ufa,  &  potor  Alauni , 
Vorticibufque  frequens  Abra ,  &  nemus  omne  Treanta , 
Et  Lhamefis  meus  ante  omnes,  &  fufca  metallis 
Tamara ,  &  extremis  me  diicant  Orcades  undis. 

Ite  domum  impafti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 

Hasc  tibi  fervabam  lenta  fub  cortice  lauri,  iSo 

Hasc,  &  plura  fimul,  turn  quas  mihi  pocula  Manjus> 
Manfus  Chalcidicse  non  ultima  gloria  ripae 
Bina  dedit,  mirum  artis  opus,  mirandus  &  ipfe, 

Et  circum  gemino  cadaverat  argumento  : 

In  medio  rubri  maris  unda,  &  odoriferum  ver 
Littora  longa  Arabum ,  &  fudantes  balfama  ftlvae, 

Has  inter  Phoenix  divina  avis,  unica  terris 
Caeruleum  fulgens  diverftcoloribus  alis 
Auroram  vitreis  furgentem  refpicit  undis. 

Parte  alia  polus  omnipatens,  &  magnus  Olympus ;  190 

Quisputet?  hie  quoq  ;  Amor,  pidlasq;  in  nube  pharetras, 
Arma  corufca  faces,  &  fpicula  tinefta  pyropo ; 

Nec  tenues  animas,  pedlufque  ignobile  vulgi 
Hinc  ferit,  at  circum  flammantia  lumina  torquens 
Semper  in  eredlum  fpargit  fua  tela  per  orbes 
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Impiger,  &  pronos  nunquam  collimat  ad  idlus, 

Hinc  mentes  ardere  facrae,  formaeque  deorum, 

Tu  quoque  in  his,  nec  me  fallit  fpes  lubrica  Damon , 
Tu  quoque  in  his  certe  es,  nam  quo  tua  dulcis  abiret 
Sandtaque  fimplicitas,  nam  quo  tua  Candida  virtus  ?  200 

Nec  te  Lethteo  fas  quaefivifle  fub  orco, 

Nec  tibi  conveniunt  lacrymae,  nec  flebimus  ultra, 

Ite  procul  lacrymae,  purum  colit  aethera  Damon , 
iEthera  purus  habet,  pluvium  pede  reppulit  arcum ; 
Heroumque  animas  inter,  divofque  perennes, 
iEthereos  haurit  latices  &  gaudia  potat 
Ore  Sacro.  Quin  tu  coeli  poll  jura  recepta 
Dexter  ades,  placidufque  fave  quicunque  vocaris, 

Seu  tu  nofter  eris  Damon ,  five  asquior  audis 
Diodotus,  quo  te  divino  nomine  cundfci  210 

Coelicolae  norint,  fylvifque  vocabere  Damon. 

Quod  tibi  purpureus  pudor,  &  fine  labe  juventus 
Grata  fuit,  quod  nulla  tori  libata  voluptas, 

En  etiam  tibi  virginei  fervantur  honores  ; 

Ipfe  caput  nitidum  cindus  rutilante  corona, 

Letaque  frondentis  geftans  umbracula  palmas 
iEternum  perages  immortales  hymenasos ; 

Cantus  ubi,  choreifque  furit  lyra  mifta  beads, 

Fefta  Sionaeo  bacchantur  &  Orgia  Thyrfo. 
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Jan.  23,  1646. 

Ad  Joannem  Roufium  Oxonienfis  Acade¬ 
mic  Bibliothecarium. 


De  libro  Poematum  amiflo,  quem  ille  fibi  denuo  mitti  poftu- 


labat,  ut  cum  aliis  noftris  in  Bibliotheca  publica  reponeret, 


Ode. 


Strophe  1. 

EMELLE  cultu  fimplici  gaudens  liber, 


vJ  Fronde  licet  gemina, 

Munditieque  nitens  non  operofa, 

Quam  manus  attulit 
Juvenilis  olim, 

Sedula  tamen  haud  nimii  Poetas ; 

Dum  vagus  Aufonias  nunc  per  umbras 

Nunc  Britannica  per  vireta  lulit 

Infons  populi,  barbitoque  devius 

Indullit  patrio,  mox  itidem  pedtine  Daunio  10 

Longinquum  intonuit  melos 

Vicinis,  &  humum  vix  tetigit  pede ; 


Antiftrophe . 


Quis  te,  parve  liber,  quis  te  fratribus 
Subduxit  reliquis  dolo  ? 

Cum  tu  miflus  ab  urbe, 

Do6to  jugiter  obfecrante  amico, 

Illuftre  tendebas  iter 
<Thamefis  ad  incunabula 
Caerulei  patris, 

Fontes  ubi  limpidi  20 

Aonidum,  thyafufque  facer 
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Orbi  notus  per  immenfos 
Temporum  lapfus  redeunte  coelo, 

Celeberque  futurus  in  aevum  ; 

Strophe  i. 

Modo  quis  deus,  aut  editus  deo 
Priftinam  gentis  miferatus  indolem 
(Si  Tatis  noxas  luimus  priores 
Mollique  luxu  degener  otium) 

Tollat  nefandos  civium  tumultus, 

Almaque  revocet  ftudia  Tandlus  30 

Et  relegatas  fine  fede  Mufas 

Jam  pene  totis  finibus  Angligenum ; 

Immundafque  volucres 
Unguibus  imminentes 
Figat  Apollined  phare tra, 

Rhine  am  que  abigat  peitem  procul  amne  Pegafeo. 

Antiftrophe. 

Quin  tu,  libelle,  nuntii  licet  mala 

Fide,  vel  ofcitantia 

Semel  erraveris  agmine  fratrum, 

Seu  quis  te  teneat  fpecus,  4.0 

Seu  qua  te  latebra,  forfan  unde  vili 
Callo  tereris  inftitoris  infulfi, 

Lastare  felix,  en  iterum  tibi 
Spes  nova  fulget  pofle  profundam 
Fugere  Lethen,  vehique  Superam 
In  Jovis  aulam  remige  penna ; 

Strophe  3. 

Nam  te  Roufius  Tui 

Optat  peculi,  numeroque  jufto 

Sibi  pollicitum  queritur  abeffe, 
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Rogatque  venias  ille  cujus  inclyta 
Sunt  data  virum  monumenta  curas : 

Teque  adytis  etiam  facris 
Voluit  reponi  quibus  &  ipfe  praefidet 
iEternorum  operum  cuftos  fidelis, 

Quasftorque  gazae  nobilioris, 

Quam  cui  prasfuit  Ion 
Clarus  Erechtheides 
Opulenta  dei  per  templa  parentis 
Fulvofque  tripodas,  donaque  Delphic  a 
Ion  Adi  tea  genitus  Creufa . 

Antijirophe . 

Ergo  tu  vifere  lucos 
Mufarum  ibis  amoenos, 

Diamque  Phcehi  rurfus  ibis  in  domum 
-  Qxonid  quam  valle  colit 
Delo  pofthabita, 

Bifidoque  Parnaffi  jugo  : 

Ibis  honeftus, 

Poftquam  egregiam  tu  quoque  fortem 
Naftus  abis,  dextri  prece  follicitatus  amici. 

Illic  legeris  inter  alta  nomina  70 

Authorum,  Graite  fimul  &  Latin te 
Antiqua  gentis  lumina,  &  verum  decus. 


Vos  tandem  haud  vacui  mei  labores, 

Quicquid  hoc  fterile  fudit  ingenium. 

Jam  fero  placidam  fperare  jubeo 
Perfundtam  invidia  requiem,  fedefque  beatas 
Ouas  bonus  Hermes 
Et  tutela  dabit  folers  Roufi , 

Quo  neque  lingua  procax  vulgi  penetrabit,  atque  longe 
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Turba  legentum  prava  faceflet ; 

Ad  ultimi  nepotes, 

Et  cordatior  aetas 

Judicia  rebus  asquiora  forfitan 

Adhibebit  integro  finu. 

Turn  livore  fepulto, 

Si  quid  meremur  fana  pofteritas  fciet 
Roufio  favente. 


80 


Ode  tribus  conftat  Strophis,  totidemque  Antiftrophis  una 
demum  epodo  claufis,  quas,  temetfi  omnes  nec  verfuum  numero, 
nec  ceftis  ubique  colis  exa<5te  refpondeant,  ita  tamen  fecuimus, 
commode  legendi  potius,  quam  ad  antiquos  concinendi  modos 
rationem  fpe&antes.  Alioquin  hoc  genus  re&ius  fortafle  dici 
monoftrophicum  debuerat.  Metra  partim  funt  uma  v’X£<tiv, 
partim  aTrotetev/AEva.  Phaleucia  quae  funt,  fpondaeum  tertio  loco 
bis  admittunt,  quod  idem  in  fecundo  loco  Catullus  ad  libitum 
fecit. 


End  of  VoL  /. 
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